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* SERMON I. 

Page 9. 



MISTAKES CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF THE 

RIGHTEOUS. 

Woi ye not what the Scripture faith (f Elias f How he 
makeih Inter cejjion to God againjl Ifrael^fafmg^ Lord^ 
they have killed thy prophets^ and digged dawn thine 
altars ; and I am left ahney -and they feek my life. 
But what faith the anfwer of God unto him ? I have 
^ referved to myfelf feven tboufand men^ who have not 
bowed the knee to the image ofBaaL — Rom. xi. 2.— -4'. 

SERMON II. 

* Page 29. 

THE TRIUMFHS OF PATIENCE. 
Here is the patience of the faints. — Rev. xiv. 12. 

S E R M O N in. 

Page 46. 

VOWS CALLED TO REMEMBRANCE. 

And God faid unto Jacobs Arife^ go up to Bethel^ and 

dwell there ; and make there an altar unto Gody thai 

I appeared untQ thee when thou fieddefl from the face cf 

\ Efau thy brother. Then Jacob faid unto his houfe^ 

\ holdy and to all that were with him. Put away the 

firange Gods that are among you, and be clean, and 
change your garments : and let us arife, and go up to 
Bethel ; and I will make there an altar unto God, 
who anfwer ed me in the day of my di/lrefs, and was 
with me in the way which /w^«/.-^Gen. zxxv.1,2^S» 
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SERMON IV. 

Page 68. 

THE NATURE OF GENUINE RELIGION. 

And I will give them one hearty and I will put a nevf 
fpirit within you : and I will take the Jlony heart 
out of their ftejh^ and will give them an heart offlejh / 
that they may walk in myjlatutes^ and keep mine or^ 
dinancesj and do them : and they Jhall be my peopk^ 
and I will be their God.— :Ezi.ki Kh xi?*l9. 25. 

SERMON V. 

Page 69, 

THE YOUNG ADMONISHED. 
J fear the Lord from my youth. — 1 Kings xviii. 12. 

SERMON VI. 

Page 113. 

THE GOSPEL DEMANDS AND JDESERVES AT- 

TENTION. 

^any manhave ears to bear^ l^ him ^^<?r.— MARKiv.23. 

SERMON VII. 

Page 133. 

THE SUFFERINGS OF QUR SAVIOUR NECESSARY. 

For it became him, for whon\ are all things, and by whom 
ar£ all things, in bringing Tnany fons unto glory y to 
make ihe Captain of their falvation perfeS through 
ftpfferings. — ^Hebrews ii. 10. 

SERMON VIIL 

P&ge 1^5. 

THE CONDEMNATION OF SELF-WILL. 

^hould it be according to thy nnnd .^— Job xxxiv, S3t 
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SERMON IX. 

Page 177. 

THE SECURE ALARMED. 
fVoe to them that are at eafe in Zion.-^AMOS vL 1. 

SERMON X. 

Page 802. 

ON PROGRESS IN RELIGION. 

f— -There remaineth yet very much land to be poffeJT' 

ed, — ^Joshua xiii. 1. 

SERMON XI. 

Pag€ 225. 

THE PRIVILEGES OF THE RIGHTEOUS, 

For the Lord God is a fun and/hield ; the Lord will 
give grace and glory : no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. — Psalm IxxxlV. 11. 

SERMON XU. 

P^ge 246. 

THE CONDITION OF CHRISTIANS INTHE WORLD. 

J pray not that thou fhoulde/i take them out of the worlds 
hut that thou fbouldeji keep them from the eviL^^U 
John xvii. 15. 

- SERMON XIIL 

Page 369. 

CONCUPISCENCE PUNISHED. 

j4nd there went forth a wind from the Lordj and brought 
quails from the fea^ and let them fall by the campj 
as it were a dafs journey en thisjide^ and as it were 
a day' s journey on the other Jide^ round about the cantp^ 
and as it were tiuo cubits high upon the face of the 
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earth. And the. people Jiood up all that day^ and all 
that night J and all the next day^ and they gathered 
the quails ; he that gathered leaji gathered ten ho- 
mers ; and they fpread them all abroad for themfelves 
round about the camp* And while the fiejb was yet 
between their teethj ere it was chewed^ the wrath of 
the Lord was kindled *againji the people ; and the 
Lord /mote the people with a very great plague. And 
be called the name of that place Ktbroth'Hattaaavah : 
becaufe there they buried the people that lujted. — 
Numbers xi. 31—34. 

SERMON XIV. 

Page 285. 

HOPE. 

And hope niaketh not ajham^d, becaufe the love of God is 
Jhed abroad in our hearts^ by the Holy Ghojl which is 
given unto us. — Romans v. 5. 

SERMON XV. 

Page 303. 

THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS. 

What think ye ? A certain man had two fons ; and he 
• came to thefirji^ andfaid^ Son, go work to-day in my 
vineyard. He anfwered and faid^ I will not ; but 
afterward he repented^ and went. And he came to 
thefecondy and faid likewife. And he anfwered^ and 
faidy I gOy Sir ; and went not. Whether of them 
twain did the will of Ins father ? They fay unto him^ 
the frjl — Matthew xxi. 28 — ^31. 

SERMON XVL - 

Page 322. 

CHRISTIAN DILIGENCE. 

And befides this^ g^'^i^g ^'^ diligence ^ add to your faith 
virtue ; and to virtue^ knowledge ; and- to knowledge^ 
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temperance ; and to temperance j pittiehce ; and id pa- 
iience^ godlinefs ; and to godlinefsy brotherly kindnefs ; 
and to brotherly kindnefs y charity.-r-^ Pet e R , i< 



; SERMON XVU. 

PageSSd. 

THE ABUSE OF DIVINE FORBEARANCE. 

Becaufe fentence again/i an evil work . // not escecuied 
fpeedily^ therefore the heart of the fins of men' is f idly 
fet in them to do w//.— EccLESiAStls viii. II. 

SERMON XVIIL 

Page 335L 

ASSURANCE. 

In this the children of God are manifeft^ and the children of 
the devil : whofoever doeth not right eoufnefs is not ofGod^ 
neither be that Uveth not his brother. — 1 John lii. 10. 

SERMON XIX. 

Page 370. 

DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 

The voice of rejoicing is in the tabernacles of the righte- 

(?«j.-i-PsALM cxviii. 15. 

SERMON XX. 

Page 388. 

HAPPINESS IN DEATH. 

Forfo an entrance fhall be minijiered unto you abundant- 
ly^ into the everUi/iing kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus. Chrifi^^r^^ Peter i. 1 1; 

SERMON XXL 

... « 

, . .SeKVldE DONE FOR GOP REWARDED. 
And it came to pafs in the feven and twenthih year^ in 
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ihejirji month ^ in thejirji day of the inonthy the word 
of the hord came unto me ^ faying^ Son of man j Nebu^ 
chadrezTuirj king of Babylon, caufed his army to ferve 
a great fervice againjl Tyrus : every head was made 
bald, and every fhould^r was peeled ; yet had he no 
wages, nor his army for Tyrus, for the fervice that he 
bad ferved againfi it : therefor^fhus faith the Lord 
God J Behold I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebu-* 
chadrezTMr king of Babylon ; and he fhall take her 
multitude, and take her fpoil, and take her prey ; and 
it fhall be the wages for his army. I have given htm 
the land of Egypt for his Idbour wherewith he ferved 
againfi it, becaufe they wrought for me, faith the Lord 
God. — ^EzEKiEL xxix. 17 — ^20. 

SERMON XXIL 

Page 42a 
THE DISAPPOINTMENTS OF LIFE. 

Then I faid, I fhall die in my nefl. — ^Job xxix. 18. 

SERMON XXIIL 

Page 438. 

NEUTRALITY IN RELIGION EXPOSED. 

No man can ferve two maflers ; for either he will hat& 
the one, and love the other / or elfe be will hold to the 
one, and defpife the other. Te cannot ferve God and 
mammon. — ^Matthew vi. 24. 

SERMON XXIV. 

Page 458. 

THE FAMILY OF OUR LORD. 

And he firetched forth his band toward his difcipksy 
and faid. Behold my mother and my brethren ! for 
whofoever fhall do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the fame is my brother, and ftfier, andmoth'^ 
«r.^— Matthew xii. 49^ 50. 
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MISTAKES CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF 

THE RIGHTEOUS. 



K.OM* xL 2-— 4* 

Wot ye mt what the fsripture faith (f Etias ? How h$ 
maketb intfrcoffion to Qodagain/l Ifra^Ufaying^ Lord^ 
they have killed thy prophets y and digged dowti tbim 
altars ; and I am feft ^done^ and they feek my Hfe. 
But whaf faith the anfwer of Cod unto him } Ibavi 
referved to myfelf feven thmtfand fnet^ who have mH 
bewod the knee to the image (fBaal, 

W HO can underftand his emm ^•• 

How httmercus, h<m vax4oiis, hem oppofite to eicli 

other, are ^e tniflftkes of mankiml ! 31ie liveft and 

thelangaagfeof many feemto implyafuU perhxaAah^ 

that there is very little evfl in fin ; that th^ difficultieft 

of religion are by no means great ; duit k is an eafy 

thingtobea chrif^ian; diitif there be a hell, few are 

wicked enough to hie turned into it ; atid that the gen« 

eraUty of our fellow creatures are in a fair wary for 

lieaven. This perfuafion is as falfe as it is fatal. 

*^ Enter ye in at the ftrait gate : for wide is the ga», 

*^ and broad is the way which leadeth to d#ftrudi<m> 

B 
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" and^ many there be whic^i go in thereat : becaufe 
" ftrait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 
" unto life, and few there be that find it." 

It is poflible, however, to fall into another extreme, 
and to draw an unwarrantable conclufion refpeding 
the ftate of religion, aijd the numter of its adherents ; 
and even wife men, and gooAirib, are liable to this. 
" Wot ye not what the fcripture faith of Elias ? how 
" he maketh interceffion to God agamft ffrael, faying, 
" Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged 
" down -thine altarsj ahd I am feft alone, and.they 
" feek my hfe. But what faith the anfwer of God 

unto Km ? I have rder:«=ed t0 myfelf feven thoufancf 
*^ meh, who have not bowed the knee to the image 
^^ofBaal.'^ • ■■ ' . . 

Wis^ are goijig then to examine the opinion that 
redtices the number of the righteous. We fliall lay 
6pen the various fources from which it proceeds, and 
by difcovering tlje caufe, we fliall prefcribe the cure. 

Sometimes we draw the conclufion from the pe- 
tftJLiAR stATE 6F OUR owK MINDS. By the indif- 
pofitiooi of the body, or the depreifion of thie, animal 
fpirits^ptir minds afe foonaffefted ; we bf^come fad, 
gloomy, peevi(bp fufpicious. In tlus fituation our 
minds are unhinged, and eafily receive a falling mo* 
tipn ; we are mpre alive to the influence of fear than 
bopf^; the darker the intelligence, the mpre credible; 
one dif^^on is given to every ocqurpence, and the 
invariable; inference is, *' all thefe things are againit 
,*F me." ' And fuch feems to have been the condition 
f^S. Elijah* His language betrays acrimony, petulanc]^ 
miA defpak. . .« 
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' Somcthnes we are led to this refleftion, by obse r v- 

ING MITLTIPLIED INSTANCES OF FALSE PROFESSION. 

Thefe are to be found in every period of the church : 
our own age abounds with them, and fome of thrfe 
unhappy charafters excite our furprife, as well as our 
follow. They promifed fair ; they "did many won- 
derful things" ; for a while they bore cheerfully ** the 
** reproach 6f the crofs ;*' they paffed us on the road, 
and reproved the fluggiflmefs of our fteps. By and 
by we met them on their return, laughing at that 
which once made them tremble, and loathing that 
which was once efteemed by them like life from the 
dead* Our entreaties were defpifed ; as far as the 
eye could reach, we watched them with tears and 
aVarm •, fat down *' difcouraged becaufe of the way,** 
and " faid in our hafte all men are liars." — ^"^ Take 
** ye heed every one of his neighbour, and truft ye not 
** in ANY brother : for every brother will utterly fup- 
** plant, and every neighbour will walk with llan- 
• *' ders." But it was in our hafte we faid this ; it way a 
rafli conclufion. What, becaufe there is counterfeit 
coin, is there no genuine gold ? Were all the difciples 
falfe, becaufe one of them was a devil ? *' They went 
*^ out from us, but they were not of us : for if they 
** had been of us, they would no doubt have continued 
' ** with us : but they went out that it might be made 
** manifeft they were not all of us.'* But, tilas ! the 
falling ftar ftrikes every eye, while few obferve the 
fixed and the regular orbs. The apoftacy of one 
pretender often excites more attention than the livfes 
of many folid and fteady chriftians. They who would 
never mention the excellencies of profeffors, will be 
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forward enough to publifli their difgrace. It gratifies 
the maligmty of thofe who c«ily wait for our halting, 
s^nd occafiotts a triumph in the enemy's camp : " aha I 
^* aha ! fo would we have it.** - 

The inference is ftill more frequeoitly derived from 
the RIGHTEOUS THEMSELVES^ There are five thiQ^ 
which will be found to have their influence in produ* 
cing it : the obscurity of their stations y ths 

JDIFFIDENCE OB THEIR DISPOSITIONS ; THE MANNER 
OF THEIR CONVERSION J THE DIVERSITY OF THEIR 

OPINIONS, and the imperfections of their 

CHARACTER. 

I. The obscurity of the stations in which 
many of the righteous are placed, hides them from ob- 
fervation. When the rich and the honourable become 
pious, they are not long concealed. A thoufand eyes 
are drawn toward^ the elevation j the eminence of 
their condition caufes their virtues to fhine like the re- 
flexion of the fun from the tops of high mountains, 
feen by many, and from afer. They are Ijke a city 
fet on a hill, which cannot b^ hid. . But much more 
religion than is necefiary to canonize them, would he 
even unobferved among the fhades of poverty, and W 
the common operations of life. Here perfons have little 
opportunity or ability to dii^lay thdr chaiafter ; they 
are often landified and removed, unknown to any but 
a few neighbours involved in the fame indigence^ 
Their excellencies are of the ccanmon, fober, unfplen- 
did kind ; or if they poffefs thofe virtues which, diftin- 
guiih and ftrike, they are rendered incapable o4^xer« 
(ifmg them by their circumftances. Courage demandir 



dax^er. "Wbere there is no dignityi there can be no 

Conde£Q^on« Where there are no diiHndkms to 

elaDe, iiumility cannot ibine; and where there is 

xu>t/uag to give, benevolence cannot appear* God 

iadeed ^^ looketh to the heart/' and ^^ where there is 

<^ firfi a willing mind, it is accepted according to what 

^^ a man hath, and not according, to what he has not»'' 

la forming his eiUmate of the fervices of his people, 

he coaiiders not only what they do, but what they 

wiih to do* He fees many a benefador where there is 

nothing done, many a martyr where there b nothing 

iujfered* But we can only know them by " their 

^^ fruits :'' and their good works, as far as they are 

obfervable, are few ; their principles, however well 

^ftabliftied, are checked and limited, both in their eflfed 

suid dxfcovery. d«clv ate God's " hidden ones ;" 

bidden by the pbfcurity of their lltuadons, and the 

reftridbns of their circumftances \ they are candies, 

but candles put under buihel& 

The poor are too genendly overlooked, whereas by 
chrifiians they (hould be principally regarded. The 
difpenlatian of the gofpel is peculiarly their privilege ; 
the mod extenfive provinces of religion are occupied 
by them, and were we to open a more familiar inter* 
courfe with them, it would often redify our miftakes. 
j^ exertions to render the great religious have 
lutherto proved ineffectual ; and the bible holds forth 
a language, fufficient to fill all thofe who aim at their 
conv^iion with dei^mr* Few comparatively are called 
£rom tbe higher orders of fociety. He who was poor 
hinfelf, whofe^dsgdom is not of this world, and of 
whomM 4vas iaid, ^^ have any tif the rulers believed on 
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** him ?" generally feleft^'his followers from the loW- 
er ranks of life ; and there we are to feek them. " \ 
** am left alone!'* But perhaps^ complammg prophet, 
you have been only at court ; walking through palaces 
or manfions ; examining the high places of the earth. 
« What doft thou here, Elijah ?* Who led thee here 
in fearch of religion ? " Not many wife men after 
^* the flefh, not many mighty, not many noble are 
** called.** ** How can ye believe who receive honour 
*^ one of another, and feek not the honour that cometh 
" from God only ?** " How hardly fhall they that 
** have riches enter into the kingdom of heaven ! it is 
*' eafier for a camel to go through the eye of a n^dle, 
*' than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
"God.** The voice of Heaven calls you away from 
the " gold ring, and the^oodly clothing.** " Hearken, 
" my beloved brethren, hath not God chofen the poor 
" of this world, rich in faith, arid heirs of the kingdom 
*' which he hath promifed to them that love him ?** 
Follow him. He will lead you in another direction. 
Go through yonder village ; mingle with the poor and 
needy. Their necefBties have compelled them to feek 
relief and folace in religion, and they have found them 
there. Enter that cottage : ** The voice of rejoicing 
*^ and of falvation is in the tabernacle of the righteous.** 
*^ Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a 
*^ ftalled ox with hatred and ftrife.** " A little that a 
*^ righteous man hath, isbetter than the riches of many 
** wicked.** Enter yonder fanftuary : the common 
people hear him gladly. Th6 congregation withdraws. 
Obferve thofe who approach and affemble around the 
table of the Lordk Ah ! well fays God in the Ian- 
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guage of prophecy, " I will leave in the midft of thee 
^' an . zBided and poor people, and they (hall truft 
** in the name of the Lord/' 

n. A TIMID DISPOSITION conceals many. A bold 
mind ^v^ll foon obtrude a man into notice ; he will 
fignalize himfelf by his forwardnefs on every occafion j 
he will be the firft to fpeak, and to aft. Eager to en- 
gage in every duty, and always talking on religious 
themes, many ynW remark him as a lively foul, and 
liaty, " come, behold his zeal for the Lord of hofts." 
. We wiU not deny that this difpofition may fbme- 
times be connected with fincerity ; but inftances of 
an oppofite nature are much more common, and a 
inmd deaUng in profeffions, and fond of publicity, is 
generally^ and deferVedly to be fufpefted. It has 
been juftly obferv^d, that when of old the angels de- 
fcended^ diey aiTumed the form and likenels of men ; 
but when Satan appeared, he transformed himfelf into 
an angel* of light. The pretender exceeds the real 
charafter j the aftor furpaffes nature, and goes be- 
yond life. Where a man regards fliow only, he can 
afford to be more expenfive and magnificent in appear- 
ances, than thofe who are concerned for the reality. 
!^mpty veflels found loudeft ; religion, runs along like 
A yiver, noifelefe in proportion as it is deep. 

True piety affefts no imnecelTary expofure ; its 
voice is not heard in the ilreet ; it does not found a 
trumpet before it j the left hand knows not what the 
rigjit hand doeth. It rather eludes public obfervation, 
.and retires from the applaufe of the multitude. It 
d[oes not a£t to be feen of men, or to make a fair ihow 
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of fan£iity. The chriftian is more C(M)cer&ed to be 
good, than to appear fd« His religioti is commonly 
attended with diffidence and felf fiifjMcion $ he hidtes 
his feelings, and makes many anxious inquiries before 
he can venture to fay, " come unto me, all ye that 
" fe^ God, and I will tell you. what he hath done for 
" my foul/' Baxter, fpeaking of Lord Chief Juftice 
Hale, tells us he had once entertained fears left he had 
been too little for the Experimental part of religion, 
fuch as prayer, and meditation, and fpiritual war- 
fare ; becaufe he had feldom mentioned fuch fubjefts 
m relation to his xssfrti feelings ; but he found after- 
wards that this reluflauice arofe from his averfenefs to 
hypocrify, of which in his day he had feen fo many 
inftances. 

It is our duty to make a pifofeffion of religion, and 
unite ourfelves with fome body of chriftians, to walk 
in the faith and order ofthegofpel. But we (hould 
do wrong to condemn all thofe who <lecyne it. Many 
are held back for a confiderable time by painful ap- 
prehenfions. Jealous over their own hearts, ZXK^ con- 
cerned left they fhould be found deceivers, they dare 
not come forward, and venture on fo ferious an aft, 
as by a public furrender to join thiemfelves to ths 
church of the liviiig God ; and it.isfo.be lamented, 
that in many cafes this timidity is increafed by the 
fevere, unfcriptural methods of admitting people to 
the table of conununion. In the great day, when the 
fecrets of all hearts are made maniftft, we fhall fee ma- 
ny afecret, filent, unobferved follower of Chrift exalte J 
at tfie right hand ; while many a.noify profeffor of 
religion will be thruft down to hell, for want of that 
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truth acEd/iocmty wtisik ai^e efTentudly nec^Sary to 
tbe dirffiaq dbara&er, ami to gafpd worlhip. 

Ta this we ma^ add another fear. We fee h exetn* 
jfx^Efied in' NicodemiBy who came to Je&t by night 
Ibr fear of the Jews. Had many feen him atthe com- 
9iencemeiit of his rtsligious oourfe, they would have 
condemned him ; neyerdiekfii he gave at laft the 
cleared proof of hi& attachment^ by coming, forward 
Hiiien his aom difoples forfbok him, and acknowl- 
edging 1^ fiaSering Redeemer ; and there may be 
many in ibnilar drciimfbaces : repreffed and coo* 
ceated fiir a time by their fitnations and cooneftions. 
I do not praife'them m this, it is then* duty tinquef- 
tionably toi ^^ go fostk to faim wi^out the camp bear- 
^ ing l^rs^oach." I oidy ftate a £&& which has an* 
ki&ience on our fiibje<f^. 

JIIs .Thb marker in which fome of the people of 
Godarac AULEJE) by divine grace, renders them lefa 
phfervabje. 1 hope I need not prove, that in order to 
the exiftj^ce of geauine ijeligion in the foul, thef e i^ 
abfqlj^y neceffary.axhwge^V wiileiinbody the 
Yarious reprefentations given of k in the fc}iptiMres. 
" Kxcypt: ye. be converted, smd become as little chil- 
*^ 4p^> y^ fliftll in fto cafe enter into thevkingdom of 
" h^ayen," . " .Ye muft be bom ajgain." " If any 
" i^jin be in Ctxrift, he is, a new creature ; old thing? 
\^ ^r^ pafled away, apd behold all things are become 
" new. In. fuch awful and de,cifiv^ , terms do the 
^cred |t^»ro|SBtJjp^k of the renovation <?JF our jiatures» 
a$?efrettlaalto.our fefip|inefs and .our hope,;^ aadthis 
change, ill all the fubjijsas. of divbe grace i$ equally 

C ' ' ' 






18 . Mijiakes concerning the [^Ser. i. 

real, but not equally perceptible, either to themfelVes 
or others* When a man is fuddenly ftopped in his 
mad career, and turned from a notorious and profli- 
gate courfe of life ; when the drunkard becomes fober, 
the fwearer learns to fear an oath, and the iabbalh 
breaker goes with the multitude to keep holy day ; 
all mufi: take knowledge of him ; the eSedi is ftnking^ 
the world wonders, and the church exclaims, *^ who 
hath begotten me thefe ! the^, where had they 
been !" But the work is not always fo diftinguiih- 
able. Whoi the fubjeft of it is moral ; blefied with 
a pious education ; trained • up • under the means of 
grace ; Ae change is much lefs \dfible. IJe avoids 
the fame vices as before j performs the fame duties as 
before, only from other principles. and motives,, jwthf 
other views and difpofitions 5 but thefe fall not under 
our obfervation. 

Many are too prone to look for a converfion, always 
uniform, not only in its eflFefts,'btit in its operation,* 
and too much bordering on the miraculous. The 
foul muft be exceedingly terrified with feair ; then over- 
whelmed with anguifh; then plunged into defpair ; 
then fuddenly filled with hope, and peace, and joy ; 
and the perfon muft be able to determine the day bn 
which, and the fermon, or the providence by v^^hich 
the change was wrought. But this is by no means 
neceiTarily, or generally the cafe. There is a variety in 
the temperaments and habits of men, and in the meth- 
ods employed to bring them to repentance. And Tve 
fliould remember that there are " differences of ad- 
" miniftratidn, but the fame Lord;" that 'often he 
p>refers to the earthquake, the wind and the fire j the 






Se R. . !• 2 Number of the Rigbieous. 1 9 

finall ftilWoace; that he can draw by the cords of love, 
and the bands of a man ; that he can work as effedually 
by How,, as by inftantaneous exertion ; and that he can 
change the foul in a manner fo gradual and mild, a» 
(0 be fcarcely difcemible to any, but the glorious Au- 
thor. And here, my brethren, we are fumiibed with 
evidence from analogy. In nature, fome of God's 
works infeniibly iffue in others ; and it is impoffible 
for u« to draw the line of diftinftion. " The path of 
the juil is as the fhining light, which fhineth more 
and more unto the perfeft day," But who can afcer* 
tain which ray begins, or which ends the dawn ? If 
you are unable to trace the procefe of the divine life, 
judges by the refult. When you perceive the effe&s 
of converfion, never queftion the caufe. And if p©*- 
plexed by a number of circumftantial inquiries, be 
fatisfied if you are able to fay^ " one thing Tknow, 
** that whereas I was once blind now I fee/* ., 

■*'.'■' , * .^ 

IV. The bifference of opinion which prevails 
among chriftians,has frequently occafioned a diminution 
of their number. Indeed the readieft way in the world . 
to thin heaven and replenifh the regions of hell, is to. 
call in the fpirit of bigotry. This will immediately ar- 
raign^ and condemn, and execute all that do not bow. 
down and worfhip the image of our idolatry. Poffeff- 
ing exclufive prerogative, it rejjeds every other claim ; 
*^ ftandby, I am * foimder* than thou.'* " The temple 
*/ of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the te^nple of 
** the Lord are we !" How many of the dead has thi% 'Ifcfc 
intolerance fentenced to eternal mifery, who will fliine, 
forever as ftars in the kingdom of our F^her ! How 
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Qianylhrihg cha^ders d6es it reprobate as entoiies to 
fbe crofs of Chrift^ i«feo are facing m it aU tlrar gkoy. 

No wonder if under the inflaeokce of this coafbtm^ig 
zeal, we form lefferibg views of the number of d^ 
faved, " I only am left/* Yes, thejr are few indeed, if 
none belong to them that do not belong to your party 5 
that do not fee with your eyes ; that do not believe 
eleftioQ with you, or univerfal redemption with you \ 
that do not worlhip under a fteepie with you, orin ^ 
meeting with you ; fliat are not dippied with you, or^ 
fprinkled with you* But hereafter we fliaH find that 
the righteous were not fo circumfcribed, when we fkaH 
fee *' mafty coming ifrom the eaft> asnd from the weft, 
^' from the north, and foom the. fouth, 16 fit <^z)wa 
" with Abraham, Ifaac, ^d l^c<^\ in die kmgdom of 
^< heaven." 

Ddvl pleaid for im excefivr candour ? The candcmr 
which regards all fentimesats alike, asid omfiders no^ 
error as deftru£kive, is no virtue. It is the offspring of 
ignorance^, of infenfibiKty, and rf cold indifJFerence. 
The blind do not perceive the dfiffereftce of cokmrs ; 
'the de^d never difpute \ ice, as it congeals, aggregates 
all b6(lies within its reach, however heterogeneous* 
their quality. Every virtue has certslin bounds, a*ci' 
whenJt exceeds them, it becomes a vice ; fbr the laft ftep 
of a . virtue, and the firfl ftep of a vice, are confe^ous. 

But furely it is no wildnefs of candour, that leads w 
to give thfe liberty we take ; that fuffers a man to ftiiik: 
for himfelf luteLwed ; and that coridudee he may be a 
follQwer of God, though he follow not witli us. Why 
fhould we hefitate to confider a man a chrilKan j wftten 
we fee hirtf^bhorring and fbrfaking fin ; hfimgelifig 
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and darfting after r^fateoufnefe ; diligmt in approach- 
ing urtfo God ; walkmg *^ in nei^iiefe of iife ;** and 
difeovenag a fpirit^aUty of temper, a difpofiticm for 
deyaddo, a deadfiefe to the world, a benevolence^ a 
lS)erality, fuch as we feldom find in thofe high toned 
io&riniM^y who regard themfelves as the only adyo** 
cates for free grace ? A^d by Ihe way, it is not a 
fyftem of notions, however good, or a judgment in di« 
vine things, however clear, that will conftitute a chrif* 
tian. It is a transformation by the renewing of tbd 
mind ; it is aputtmg ^^ off the old man with his deeds, 
^^ and puttiiig on the ne^^ man, which after God is 
^ creaixd in rightamfhefs and true holineft ;'' it is 
walidng ** evto as he ^Jiralked,"— ^* If any man hare 
*' not the fpiarit irf Chrift, he is none of his.'* 

And to pafe to the oppcdite iide, we fhould aUb re« 
member, that men do not ahvays live a^rcording to the 
natural tendency and confe^nences of dieir creed. 
Some hold fentimenta very injorious to hoUnefs, who 
are not wicked men ; their hearts are better flisn 
thar options ; their principles give dieir confciences 
ai liberty to fin, which they refufe to take ; and their 
^dlice is adorned vAih good works, i;riiich their fyf^ 
lem by no m^ms requires* No one can imagine that 
I mmiioA this with a view to countoutnce, or palUate 
the adopdoii of fuch fendments. They bla^heme ever 
ry line in th^ l^bl^, and are always injurious in a der 
^ee i but ^here diey happen to &11 in with a hofne of 
ftn, the ^k6i is dreadftil ; where fuch a poifbnous 
^iliifion is imbibed, and not counteracted by a fingu^ 
lar potency of conftitutfen, the conlequence is certain 
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Finally ; nmny are excluded from the ntimber 
of the righteous by practical imperfections* 
There is a bleittifh in every duty, a deficiency in every 
grace, a mixtifre in every charafter ; and if none are 
to be confidered as the people of €rod, who are not 
free from infirmity, you will eafily be induced to take 
up the language, ** 1 ain left alone ;" for who can fay, 
*^ I have made my^ heart clean, I am pure from liiy 
" fin ;" " I have attained, I am already perfeft." The 
beft of men are but men at the beft. " I am left alone.'* 
Nay, Elijah, you are not left. Even you are " a man 
** of like paffiohs asAve are." With all your miraculous 
endowments, and religious attainments, you difcovered 
the fame natural feelings, the feme moral defefts. You 
feared Jezebel, fled difmayed from your work, impa- 
tiently demanded to die, and drew a very erroneous 
and unworthy conclufion refpefting the true worfhip- 
pers of God. Yea, th^-e never was one left ; for 
to which of the faints' will you turn. ? To Abraham I 
he denies his wife in: Gerar. To Mofes ? he ,fpajte 
" unadvifably with his lips.'* To Job ? he curfes the 
day of his birth. To Peter ? he abjures his Lord. I 
know I tread on dangerous ground. The Antinomiaa 
drunkard may call in Koah as his companion ; and 
Ae imclean, who turn the grace of God into lafciviouf- 
nefs, n^ay plead the example of David's adultery. 
They may hope where they fliould fear ; take for 
encouragement what was only given for caution ; and 
rdemble thofe in their fall, whofe repentance they will 
never imitate^ ' And " thinkeft thou, O man, whqi 
^ doeft fuch things, to efcape the judgment of God ?'* 
Inftead of raifing thee up like thefe good men, as a 
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monument of mercy to future generations, he will 
harden thee into a pillar of fait. 

God forbid we fhould plead for - fin ; but let 
Us not ihun to declare a truth, for fear of a poflible 
abufe of it. Severe in judging ourfelves, let us en- 
deavour to judge favourably of others, and place before 
our minds ev-eiy confideration tending to aid that 
charity which <* thmketh no evil, believing all things, 
" hoping all things, enduring allthmgs.'*— — 

—That we are to learn of One, who will not break 
a bruifed reed, or qufench the iinoiaking flax, till he 
bring forth judgment unto vifbory.— That there is a 
day of fmall things, which we are not to defpife* That 
grace correds, but does not eradicate nature ; fubdues, 
but does not extinguifti the paifions ; forms us chrif- 
tians, but leaves us men.— ^-That there are inequaUues. 
among the righteous ; that the good ground yielded 
in varied prdportidifls, forae a hundred fold, fome 
itxty, fome thirty.— That a prevailirigrholy difpdfirion 
niay liave exceptions, and that a fingle aflionis not to 
be pleaded agaiirit along oontinded * praftice.-^That 
pieifons who- would abandon an unlawfiih purfuit,'the 
moment they->frere convinced of its impropriety, may 
Continue in it for a time, for want of knowledge or 
refleflion.— That as we entertain a corifidence in our 
own falvatibn, though confcious of numberiefs im- 
perfeftions, we fhould not require perfeftioaof oAers. 
—That our failures, though not as grrfs, may be asv 
guilty as thofe of our brethren ^--^and, that we may 
fometimes ehl^tain a' hope wMch we : are afjtaid ta 
publifli, and believe that fome are in the way to' 
heaven, whofe fafe arrival there, we truft, will nevfer 
be known in this world. 



\ 
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' My brclhrei^ in our stpplicatiofi of this fubjeft, let 
us FIRST remark the ufe the apoiftle mak^.O!f it/ 
** tlv^^n fa then at this prefenfi time alio tbere is a rem- 
•* nant according to the eleftion of grace*? ^ God 
never leaves himfelf 'without witnefe He has always 
inftruments to carry on his caufe, and ^ people ta 
fhow forth hi& piaife; Thefe are the pillairs of a. 
ftate to keep it from fkUmg^ ; the felt of the earth to 
preferve it from cormptiOT^ theligfet of the world to^ 
fecure it from darkn€& \ and aa '££aias faid before^ 
^^ except the Lojrd of Sabbaoth; had laft usaJd^, 
^^ we bad beedi a».3odain, and bjeen made like uiM:o 
^^ 66mormh.^ ReiinquHh dimimi^ng ideafi of the 
dfvke goodneft ; " his mwrciea arc over atthisworks.'* 
Locdc back t6 Cdnriary^ amdjlise Mus betray ^ 
finsofMAKT; fee him rifing^ from dlie. dead tor receive 
^^ the heathen fpr his inheritance, iwd deie mttermoft 
" parts of the earth for hia poflfefliaa/' ^* The pka&r^ 
*♦ of the Lwd flmll profper in* his. haad ;'' « he fbal} 
*^ fee of the travail of hk foul, and (Wli be satw^ied." 
Lool forward^ and beliold ^^a great mtdtUude whkb 
^ at) man can number, of all nations^ aod Undireds»; 
and peopile, and tongueci.'' Bd^d eivep, iMpw 
the Csqitedn of your falvstticm brin^g haan^y i<m^ 
unto giary^^ and ' no longer imagine . the;re is my 
danger of your beiag " 1^ llQoe/* Rejoice,, y^^ 
friends and followers o£ the J^mb $ yw betong ta 
no fmalt fanaly j you do not appr©w:h jjie throne of 
^race alone ; you ^e net alQnQ.in y^^vur. .^op/^s and 
ysiatL pleafixcses, cr yam^ ftitiggl^s^ gr^>sms^ and tieax:s. 
Ear ^more than you have. appreh^idftl are on ^ the 
'^XocdBs fid^y^ attached to the fiinw Ss^vioibHr, tjcaveU 
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&ig the iajne road, hdrs of the fame ^^ grace of eter- 
« nal Ii/e/* 

SEConjbLYy are you of the number ? For, my dear 
hearers, it is.of little importance for you to know that 
many will enter in, if you are excluded : *' there Ihall 
^be weeping and gnafliing of teeth, when ye ihall fee 
^^ Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
•* in the kingdom of God, and you yourfelves thruft 
** out.** As you all hope to efcape this dreadful doom, 
k behoves you to examine whether your confidence 
be well founded, and whether, living as you live, the 
fcripture juftifies your hope of heaven. Who then, 
you alk, will be faved ? Thofe who live in the world. 
And not like it ; diofe who ^^ have no fellowihip with 
** the unfruitful works of darknef8,but rather reprove 
^* them ;** Chole who are ** a peculiar people, zeal- 
f* ouis of ^gdod workSi" It is the charafter here given 
them : " I have referved to myfelf feven thoufand 
** men, who have not sowsd the knee to the 
*^ imtAOE OP BAAL.** And this was the reigning fin ; 
the court, the city, the country, all folk>wed BbsI j 
his worfltip was univerfal. My brethren, the bed 
evidence you can give of your integrity, is freedom 
irom the prevailing, fafhionable vices and follies of 
the times and places in which you live. A dead fifli 
iCMi fwim with the ftream, but a live one only can 
Iwim againft it. The influence of one man over 
another, is truly wonderful. The individual is up- 
right ; his conneaions give him all his wrong Has. 
Alone, he forms good refolutions j when he enters 
the world they are broken, ** like as a thread of tow 
^is broken when it toucheth the fire/* It is not 

D 



igupr^nce, but a cowardiy'ihame, tbat,ke^..m?liY i^ 
a ftate of indecifion, " halting between two'opiiuon^."- 
■^hey know what is right, and would ; gladly partake 
of the believer's fafety ;,but they have Aotifpititudg 
enough to encounter the reproach, wjiich in ^^ fp^m 
or another, alwaysatteiids aii'adherenge to.the caiif^ 
of Jefu3 Chrift. Qj:hers, who had made fome |)leafing 
progrefs, have been eafily deprived by a laUghi or ^ 
faeer, ,of all their religion* Not [to ".bow the knee, to 
" Baal," when all adore him ; to ftep fprth with ou* 
fanaily behind us, and fay to our neigbbburs, aiiid/oyaf 
relations, '' choofe you this day whoni ye \^iU fejivei 
*' but as for me and my houfe, we will ferve the Lord ;)'.• 
to withftand in a pious caufe,- the. iniiuencef,Qf ©s:;^ 
ample ; to keep our way when we^fete'^an adverfe 
multitude approaching us ; ta pafe thi^ftigh 'th^ midft^, 
unihrinking as we feel the fcourg^ of the toii^ue', 
this is no eafy thing ; this is principle]^ in triumph'; 
and tlus chriftian herpifin is not onlyicQnlmendable^ 
but neceffary. Do not lay, therefdre^ if .we do, this, .we 
IhaU be fingular. If you are chriftja?(s,.ypu Musx^be 
fingu^ ; it is the grand defigtt, ;the unayoidable cpn.- 
fequence of the gofpel. Read thetcharafter of its 
followers : " Ye a^e not of the worlds, even as I am 
f* not of the world/' Ex;amine its com?w)ads : .^JB^ 
*^ not conformed to; this world; but be ye transformed 
." byjthe renewing of the nrind.'^ Weigh fhe conditio^ 
oi; its dignities and privilegj^s : " Gome ye. :out fyom 
among them, and be ye feparate, and touch nptthe 
unclean thing *, and I will recaye you, and be a father 
unto you, and ye fhall be my fons and d^vigbteis, 
." faith the Lord almightyv' ,, My dear hear^rp^ike 
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liihgiiage is to6 plain to be mifuriderftood ; the meaning 
fe6 a^fiif to be trifled with. Decid^, and decide im- 
Hie&tely. " Withdraw yourfelves from thefe men/' 
befel^e a rommDn perdition involves you all. If With 
them you will Tin, with them you mull fufFer. They 
who followed the multitude rather than Noah, were 
dhiwned in the flood. They who followed the multi- 
-CUde t^thei* than Lot, were deftroyed in the cities of 
fhis* plain.' 'TheVwho followed the multitude rather 
than' JAlhUa 'and Caleb, perifli^d in the wilderncft \^ 
aatd as it was then, fo it is now ; ' " as for fuch as turn 
'"■ Jiflde tt>- their crooked ways, the Lord^will lead them 
»''f6«h- ^vlnYn the workers of imquity;"' ■ 

"^'TriiRtiLYyLet thofe who Hive' heen ** referved,'^ 
c6livfiaier tKk'Author- andthe Ertd' of their diftinaion, 
R^ifreinbei'Brwhiomyou lliVebecn fecured ; God is 
ffie author f hdnce he fays, ^* I jtave referved.'** « For 
•*^ottiake!th' tKee to differ frotri dnother, and what Hart 
<* ¥hdii that thbit didft hot receive F*^ Had you been left 
tb'^outfi^lves, arid^' given ii'p to your owTi counfel,'* 
y6u- would -hkve been carried along by the fetflei'' evil 
tcSidiericy ^^ in the eourfe *f -this World." ^ut his 
grace, equally free and powferful, interpofed in your 
favour ; it gave to ordinances their efficacy, and to 
the difpenfations of Providence their fanftifying influ- 
ence, in turning the mind, and reftraining the life from 
fin ; and boafting excluded, you are indulging your- 
felves in language ufed by all the redeemed before 
you — " not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
thy name be glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's 
fake :" " by the grace of God I am what I am ; not 
" I, but the grace of God which was with me/* Re- 
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member alfo for whom you have been fecured. God 
is the end ; hence he fays, " I have referved unto 
" MYSELF :" " they are to be my reprefentatives on 
*' earth, to wear my image, to maintain my caufe, to be 
*' employed in my fervice." " This people have I 
" formed for myfelf, thiey fhall flxew forth ray praife/' 
" They fhall be called trees of righteoufiiefs, the 
^' planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified/*—- 
*^ The Lord hath fet apart him that is godly for hint- 
" SELF," Chriftians ; it is an high, an awful deftiny. 
It Iheds a facrednefe over the whole charafter, which 
you {hould always feel. It hallows you. It confecrates 
your perfons and your poffeiGons, All you have, all 
you are, is his ; and all is for him. This end deter- 
mines, and Amplifies your work ; to this you are 
to make every thing fubordinate and fuhfervienC 
" Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatever ye 
*« do, do all to the glory of God.*' ^' For none o9 

*^ USJLIVETH TO HIM5E3LF, AND NO MAN PIETH TO 
*' HIMSEJ.F: EOR WHETHER WE lirVE WE LIVE UN*- 

*' TO THE Lord, OR whether we die we die unto 
♦' the Lord ; whether therefore we hiw^ oh 

^^ DIE, WE ARE THE Lord!^%*' 
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SERMON It 



THE TRIUMPHS OF PATIENCE. 



Rev, xiv. 12. 

Here is the patience of the Saints. 

JL/ID you ever obferve^ my brethren, 
the exclamation of David ? <^ Mark die perfeft man, 
^^ and behold the upright, for the end of that tnan ifi 
^^ peace." A rel^ious charz&er U an obje& truly 
x^odderful and interefting $ thereia fdineching Ih' him 
worthy of peculiar notice and regard.- > David indeed 
fixes llie mind on one article only, and calls upon us 
t6 confider his ** end j'* but hie way is ts remarkable 
as his end; his life is a^ deferving of attention as his 
ileath ; and it is pleafmg and ufeful to obferve himih 
every relaticm, to purine him through every condil!ion, 
and to admiris th<>fe exceilencies vsrhieh unfold them- 
felves, and operate is prboft of his originy and pledges 
of the *' glory, and honour, and immortality,'^ to 
nrhidi it tends* 

Hence we endeavour to excke you to contemplate 
fooceffiyely his various features^ Sometimes ^e have 
{^aced him hekft^ you as convinced <^ iin. At 
ether times, as^ exercifing £iith bn our Lord lefi^ 
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Chrift. You have lately feen him " rejoicing in the 
"hope of his calling.'Vx Th^ n\orni|c^ he appears 
among his " brethren and companions in tribulation," 
diftinguiflied by the poffeffion and triumphs of patiende. 
*' Here is the patience of the faints." We fliall, 

I. DeLINEATEv -.T^^E", ; CHAHAOTBR . OF SAJNTS.— 

11. Explain the connection there is between 

saints and patience. ^iil and specify some 

cases in which their patience is to be ren- 

DERED ILLUSTRIOUVSO AS TQ^pj^QjjUCE THE EX- 
CLAMATION — " Here is the patience of the 

" SAINTS. ^- 

Part L God.has always .a peojile lor his name; 
he ownatfeeiatcrbeifiMNTs ; and they^arebften foiiticl 
where we fliould Uttfeiexpeft to find them. ThusW^ 
rfead of faimsi\at Gcmtidas^cf^Mnts it Ephefus, of faitit^ 
at: jRwie^i^nd pf : feSiftts eyen ^^'m. GsefiiSs houfehold.^/ 
^ -^Bbfe title fe ap|>U^ tt> perfdnsy becaufe ithey are 
myt.y QNfis J fend fuAare all real ohriftians,' though 
«45!tpinpa.flfed with inftrrtiitfes ; '^ a chiidiull of T^eak^ 
nitfsis hiuman J 'having the naWr^'thbiigh Bot the 
ftatui^e pf^^tomari. : Th^y : are called: holy for tw© 

t^'i&mmir. \r^ . r ''.;■". ^:-«-/ -• • -.^ oi /^'.- .:'^': '>--^ ^ 
5^e 'firit/s-takf^irom theirMDEa6Ht$::AjTioN to GODi 
.^hw the temple wafe ;holy ; - the ir^eflfels of the lanad- 
^try 'were holy 5 the firft fruits tyere holy j the facli- 
fices were holy. Hence chriftians are called the 
temple of :God, veflfeis; of honour, the » firft fruits of 
eyefy cre^re, '^-a facrifix:e holy :and accepitabfe,? 
j^^ Th^ Lord hath Jfat apart him tl«it is godly foir hi*>- 
** fcjf.** Hfe is^^facred to the divine fervice and honoiir ; 
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and if he takes his talents, and ufes them for any other 
purpofe, he is guilty 6f facrilege. 

The jfecond is derived from their personal reno- 
vation. The inftruments under the law were only 
holy by appropriation ; no change pafTed upon them ; 
no change was neceffary. It is otherwife with us ; for 
fince God finds us in a ftate wholly unfuited to his 
fervice, we niuft be " made me^t for the great Mailer's 
^' ufe." Hence regeneration is neceffary, by which we 
are ** renewed in the fpirit of our minds,? and " made 
*• partakers of the divine nature/* God may call an 
angel into his prefencp, and immediately employ him 
without a change ; he will love the command, and be 
^usi to the work. But does he determine to employ in 
his fervice an uiiregetijBrate linner ? He is unquaUfied ; 
he has neither ability nor inclination ; and is deftitute 
of the ipirituaJity which the work of God requires. 
Hence the promife, " a new heart alfo will I give you, 
and a new fpirit will I put within you ; and I will take 
away the ftony heart out of your flelh, and I will give 
you an heart of flefli. And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and caufe you to walk in my ftatutes, and ye 
" fliall keep my judgments, and do them/' And 
with this agrees the declaration of the apoftle : 
" we are his workmanlhip, created in Chrift Jefus 
** unto good works, which God has before ordained 
** that we fhould walk in them/' View him then as 
he comes from the hands of his new Creator. There 
is nothing by which he is fo much diftinguifhed, as an 
unconquerable concern for holinefs. . What does he 
love ? — ^' I delight in the law of God, after the inner 
" man.** What is his grief ?— ** O wretched man 
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'^ that I am ! who fiiall deliver me from thel)6dy of diis 
*^ death ?" What is his prayer ?— *' Create in me a cleaq 
*• heart, O God, and renew a right fpirit wit^ii me." 
What is his hope ?— 'That he " fhall be like Him, and 
" fee Him as he is : and having this hope in him, he 
*' purifieth himfelf, even as He^s pure/* Hotinefe is 
the gofpel embodied. The faint exhibits it alive* 
The gofpel is holy ; its Author holy ; its maxims 
and its commands holy ; its promifee, ordinances, de- 
figns holy ; and there is nothing by which k is fo 
much diftinguifhed and glorified, as the holinefs which 
pervades it. My brethren, contemplate the fubjeft 
in this light more frequently, and do not include every 
thing elfe, rather than this in your notion of the gofprf* 
Do not imagine with fome, that it was defigned to 
furnifh a fubftitute for holiiief$ ; and that it will excufe 
your being holy, provided you are found. The grand 
thing it is intended to teach you is, " that denying all 
ungodllnefs and worldly luft, you (hould live foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in this prefenl world.*^ And 
remember this important truth, that chriftians iu-e 
called by the gofpel to be faints ; that you are chrif- 
tians only in proportion as you are faints ; and that 
you are no further faints than you are *' holy in all 
** manner* of converfation and godlinefs." We pro- 
ceed to reflefl:. 

Part IL On the connection there is be- 
tween SAINTS AND PATIENCE. And FIRST, faaitS 

ONLY have patience. ^^ For the Lord iieeth< not as 
*^ man feeth : for man looketh on the outward appear- 
'^ ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." In his 
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eftiintfkii, priiicipia and modve are eflemiai to th« 
goodftidt of a£kioft* A dikig may be materially good^ 
vrhefiitfe not morally fo. A man may give '^ all his 
^ goods to feed the poor, and not have charity -^^ 
wMle a poor widow is hdd up as an example of be* 
nevotenoe, thou^ fiie cafts into die treafury but two 
mites. If a law were ena£bed agamft luxury and ex- 
tnitvagance, a covetous mati would be very obedient ; 
but let his avarice, and not the law, have the honour 
of hi$ obedieafice. Apply this to the cafe before us. 
A man may endure, and not be patient \ there may 
be no religious principle or m<^ve to influence him ; 
it may l>e a carelefe indolence, a ftupid infenfibility ; 
mechanical bravery ; conftitutional fortitude ; a daiv 
ing ftoutnefs of fpirit, refuldng from fatalifm, philofo- 
phy, or pride. Chriftian patience ts another tlnng ; it 
k derived from a divine agency, nouriflied by heavenly 
£rath, and guided by fcriptural rules. Such is the 
patience of which we are fpeaking ; and as this is 
OKLT to be found in the fubjeds of true holinefe, fo 
we may d)ferve. 

Secondly, every faint poffeffes padence j not 
indeed in e^iial degrees, ** for one ftar difiereth from 
** another ftar ife glory." But ail are ftars. All are 

endued With this virtue. It is one of (he fruits of the 
Sphit ; it is an ^ential part of the divine image 

r^ored in man. The work of Cod in the foul is not 

I3ce a pi0se of ftatuary , where one part is finiflied while 

die reft remains in block ; but it is a creation, and 

iatpet>ceplible as the beginning may be, there are 

found all the parts which inci>daf<^ and developed, pro* 

dace, and dil^play die msKurhy ; all is dklvsnced 

E 
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together, and all is p^feftas £u- as the operation pro- 
ceeds. A chriftian may be defediYe in his organs of 
viiion ; but who would draw him without eyes ? Whp 
would defcribea faint without patience ? I wifli thisto 
be remembered the more, becaufe there are fo many 
evangelical profeffors in our day, awfully deficient in 
Ais inftance. Their religion has very little to do with 
their difpofitions. They think it neceffary for the 
judgment to be informed, and the practice to be 
moral ; but from one of thefe to the other, religion 
is to pals without touching the temper, which lies 
between. If they are converted, it feems to be 
from that which is human, to that which is diabolical. 
They are accufers of the brethren, proud, felf willed, 
fierce, revengeful. Saints in the houfe of God, they 
are demons at home. Every trifle makes them ex- 
plode. How the religion of the meek and lowly Jefiis 
can live with them, it is impoflible to determine ; we 
know nothing elfe can. 

Thirdly, it highly becomes faints to cultivate 
patience. " The ornament of a meek and quiet fpir- 
^' it is in the fight of God of great price/* It enno- 
bles the poffeflbr. Some have obtained honour by 
doing mifchief. It has been faid by a modern prelate, 
"one murder makes a villain, a thouland a hero*'* 
The chriftian conqueror draws his glory, not irom the 
fuflferings of others, l>ut from his own. And i^othjng. 
renders his character more impreflive and ufeful ^ it 
recommends his religion*; it carries along ^A it a pe- 
culiar convlftion* When a chHftian has met with -an 
affliftion, that has led -him. in from the. duties of his 
Calling, .deprived him erf .c^ponunities. ^ exertionyand 



Ser. 11.3 , The Triumphs of Patience. ' 3S 

confined him to the hdufe of grief; little has he fup- 
pofed, that he was approaching the moft ufeful peri- 
od of /us life. But this has often been the cafe ; and 
he has rendered more fervice to reh'gion by fuffering, 
than by doing. O, what a theatre of ufefiilnefs is even 
a " bed of langnifhing !** '' We are a fpeftacle to 
" angels/* as well as " to the world, and to men.** 
The Rifferer lies open to their infpeclion ; and the 
view of him, enduring, fuftained, glorying in tribula- 
tion, draws forth frefli acclamations of praife to that 
God, whofe grace can produce fuch wonderful eflFefts : 
*^ Here is th6 patience of the faints." But all his feP 
low creatures are not excluded ; there is generally a 
rfrcle bftrelations, frienis, neighbours, who are wit- 
neffes of ^e fcene. I appeal to your feelings. Wlien 
you. have feen a chriftian fuffering in charader, with* 
aill the compofure and' majefty of fubmiffion ; when 
you hav^ heard him foftly faying, '* though I mourn, * 
I (io not. murmur; why fhould a living man coin- 
plain?" "It Is the Lord, let him do what fesmeth*^ 
him good ;'* f* his ways are judgment ;** ** he/hath 
done all things well ;** " I fee a little of his perfec-' 
tion. and adore the reft,'* has hot a voice addrefled 

yo"— . - ■ .' 









. tJ*wleetheinanimniortat; himlirttan . ^'v' 
^Wfafi lives tis fuch ;. wbofe heart full bent on kc^v^ . 
Leans all that way ; his bias to the liars. 
The world's dark Ihades in contr«ft frt flnU nufi» 
Iii»laftre more ; cho' bright without a foti : 
Obferve his awful portrait and admire, 
Nor Hop at wonder, imitate, and love.— ' . '*• 

Have ycra not' ^urnled afide, and exclaiBaedv.What es^ 
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efficacy, ivhat an exc^ency in dia rafigton of Jb&b ! 
" Here, is tJhie patience of the &mt»!'' Tfai&fainiigsus, 

Part III* To fpecify som£ cas:bs in whiclxthe^par 
dence of die faints is to be rendered i£,jl.ustr.k>u4 and 
s^T^RjKiNG. We Ihall n^entioa thuree* The find con- 
oerns provocation; the fecond afjlictioh; th«. 
third D£LAy : here patience i^ neceflary ; and here we 
are to behold its triumphs^ 

Firjlt, it is to be difplayed in b^ng provocation;. . 
^^ It muft need& be that o&nce& Tsdll come/* Owj 
opinions^ reputations, conne^ons, oiEces,, bufuififiesy 
r^ender us widely vulnerable* The charafkers^of men* 
are various ; their purfuits and their intereftaperpetu>» 
ally elaih. . Some try. us by their ignorance^ ficowe by 
tbdr folly,, fome by their perverfenefe^ fome by then: 
xjaalice. Tbi^re are to be found perfons nwle up otev- 
€ry..tbing difagreea!.ble and mi&hieyous^.born oAly to 
Vexj^ a burden to themfelves^jmd a tpraient to aljt 
ajppund them* Here is an opportunity for the^tnuijiph. 
of paitienQe ;> here is a thea^tre on which a m^ may ex^ 
bibit.his cbara^r, and appear a fretful, ws^pifli rep- 
tile, or a placid, pardoning God. We are very fiiC- 
ceptive of irritation ; anger is eloquent ; revenge is 
fweet. But to ftand calm and coUeded ; to fufpend 
the blow, which' pa£ion was* urg^t to^ ftxik^ ; to drive 
the reafons of clemency as for as they will go ; to 
bring forward, fairly in view the circunpiAances of mit- 
igation ; to diftinguifh between furprife- and delibera- 
tion, infirmity and crime ;. or, if an inffifkion be deem- 
ed neceffary, to leave God to be both the judge and, 
tl^ escecutioneif^-^Thiscarchriffian Aoiddl^fmr a^n 

His peace requires it. People love to fting the paf- 
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x«p$)fe tie^ the keepmg of thatr enemicB ; they lie down 

^ their feet^ and mvite tbem to ftiike^ TUe xoaa oC 

Umper f^bbc^ 4mnfelf beyond yexatious kiteiruptioo 

and infull!. ^ He tfadt bach no rule over his o^wii f|iv- 

^ k^ is like a city that is broken >do¥rtt and withoiie 

^ waUsy*' into which enter over lite rmns^ toads^ fer* 

pents, vagrants^ thiefesr, enemies \ wlttlethemas^who 

m patience poflefles his foul, has the command of him* 

ielE, pkces a defence aU around him^ azid forbids ifae 

entrance of inch unwekome conqxmy to offend tx dil^ 

compofe. 

iSs wfl3om requires k« ^ He that it flow to 20^ 
•^'is oi great uildeKftwding : but he thtc i» hafty of 
^"^ iqpirk i^Ls^eth folty .'* ^^ Anger i^fteih in the bofem 
^^ of fe<rf8.^ Wifdom gkve^ ns large^various, ciompNk 
henfiye^ faSSng^eiiiiid views of things ; tbevefyeum 
eife^ op^tmtes M a dWarfion^ aSbiHis the suad time t» 
cool^ and Iwmflies nnmberlefe ctKrumftances tsndiag 
ti> t^en fisiieristfv Sdch is the meeknefs of wiiikxBU 
Thus csoukmr is die ol^pring of ksiawledge. 

I& dignity re(|uires it. ^^ It is the glory of a man 
<^ to ps^ by a tranfgreffion/' ^ Be notx^vercome of 
^ e«il» but overcome evil with good." The man pro* 
yoked to reyiei^, 1$^ cwquei ed^ a&d lofe& the glory 
of the ilnigglf I ^whilebe wha fori^eara, comes off » 
vi^or, croiwn^ yn^ od^ comnHm laurels ; fer, ^ hei 
^^ that is Aow to anger is b^ter tfaaa^the m^hty ; and 
^ her Asrt iul€^>is;|)iati than h^ that taketh ^ city/* 
▲ flood a&Us'Si)i?f^k» and roUs off» unable to n»bs 
2mioii»?^M&xi> vihUeftiwv^.andbongh&areboraeoff 
ift isnmip^ Cdtriy d^ottui ^ ffaream^ '^ driven wi^i 
^* the wind, and toffed/* 
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It is alfo'f equired by Examples the moft worthy of 
dur imitation. What provocations had Jdfeph neceiv-* 
ed from his brethren! but he fcarcely mentions the 
crime, fo eager is he to announce the pardon : ** and 
" he faid, I am Jofeph your brother, '^hdmye fold 'in- 
** to Egypt : now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
^* with yourfelves that ye fold me hither ; for God di* 
** fend me before you to preferve life.*' Hear David : 
** they rewarded me evil for good, to the fpoilii^ of 
** my fotl. But as for me, when they were fick my 
clothing was fackcloth : I humbled my foul with 
fading, and my prayer returned into my own bof- 
Om. I beh^ed myfelf as though he had been my 
*^ ffiend or brother : I bowed do^vn heavily, as one 
that mourneth for his mother 1^' View Stephen, 
^ying under a ftower of' ftones : he more than par- 
dons ; 'he prays ; ' he is more Concerned for his ene- 
i!meSj than for himfelf; in praying f6r himfelf, he 
ftdod ; in praying for his enemies, he kneeled ; he 
kneeled" and "feid, *' Lord lay hot this fin to their 
" charge." A greater than Jofeph, a greater than 
pavid, a greater thkn Stephen, is here. He endured 
every kind of infult ; but ^ when he was reviled, he 
"reviled not again : when he fuffered, he threatened 
^*"^ot; but committed himfelf to Him ^at judgeth' 
** righteoufly." Go to the foot of the crofs, and be- 
hold him fuifering for us, ** leatiilg us an example* 
** that we fhould follow his fleps." Every thing con- 
fpired to render the provocation hanous ; the nature 
of the offence, the meanndfs and obligations of the 
offenders, the righteoulhefs of his caufe, the grandeur 
df his perfon ; all thefe feemed to call for vengeanteb 
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The creatures wes^ eager to puoiih* Peter drew hi^ 
fword. The fun refolved to ihine on fuch criminals 
no longer. The rocks aiked leave to crufli them* 
The earth trembles under the (inful load. The very 
dead cannot remain in their graves. He fuffers them 
aii to teftify their fympatby^ but forbids their revenge ; 
and left the Judge of all Ihould pour forth his fury^ 
he inftandy cries, .^^ Father, forgive them, for they 
" know not what they do." " Here is the patience 
" of" a God. 

Secondly, Patience is to be difplayed in suf? eriko 
APFJ.ICTIOK. ^^ Man is bom to trouble, ^ the fparks 
^^ iiy upward;" and fo far are the faints from being 
et^empted, that we are informed ^^ many are the af- 
^> fii£dons of the righteous." But we ihall not de-. 
fcribe them ; we have only to inqmre after the tern-, 
per with which they are to be bome« ' It is not necef-^ 
fary to be infenfible ; there is no virtue in bearing 
what we do not feel ; grace takes away the heart o£ 
(tone, and patience does not bring it back. You may 
defure deliverance ; but jthefe deiires will not be raih, 
infifting, unconditional ; but always clofed with ^^ nev« 
" erthelefs, not as I will,, but as thou wilt." You 
may employ, means to obtain freedom ; but theie 
means will be lawful ones. A fuffering chriflian may 
fee feveral ways of releafe, but he feeks only God's 
way. ^' He who confined me (hall bring me forth ; 
^^ here will I {land flill to fee the falvalion of the Lord, 
'^ which HE will fhew me." Hewould rather endure 
the greatefl calamity, than commit the leaft fin ; and 
while the afHi£tion remains, there ia no rebellious car* 
riage, no foaming expreffions, no hard thoughts of 
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God, no chargmg Imi fodl^y* Me caimty tacquL* 
dees in a condition, <^ i^ dsfadvantaiges <^ wh^ lie 
i$ felly feailble. His palieiiee k^cfps him in die medi^' 
^between prdkmpdon and d^fpfldr^ beMBen.de* 
i|iffing ^ die chaftraing of the Lord, and faintmg v$h&Bk 
^f nbukedof him ;*' bet^vioeii feeling i^ litde and too 
B(nich. Here then i$ another ftdld, ^ whieh pktfeUM 
may gath^ %^<^* Afflidion cdm^ Id eliset^e andi 
Mluftrate oor f^tience. *^' The ttisi <of ydiir fekh 
** worketh patience;*' and it does fo in ^onfequc^e 
of the divine bldfing^ and by the natural op^MtiOfi of 
tinngft ; for ufe makes perfed, the yoke i$ rend^r^- 
eify by being tvom, tod thofe parts of th^ b<>dy which 
are moft in a£bbn, ts^tlie ift^ 'ftrottg jumI Md; 
And daerefi»re you are not to eicc«fe ioiproper ififpa- 

fitions under affli^pn, by laying^ ^^ it was fo , trying^ 
^ who could help it:'^ tfaisis tojtiftify impatience, by 
the very mensr which God employs on pu^rpofe to 
make you patient. Beafliired the fuihis not in the 
condition, but in the temper, labawc therefore 16 
difplay this grace in whatever, ftate you are, and how*, 
ever affli^led you nmy be. Impatience turns the rod 
into a fcorpion« Till you wipe your eyes from thi^ 
iuffufion of tears, pu caxmot fee what God is doing ; 
and while the noify paifions are fo clamorous, his ad^i 
drels caimot be fa^rd. Suppofe you were lying on a. 
bed of pain, or walking in the field under fome heavy 
afflidion ; fiqspoie you were alone theie, and heard a 
voice which ydu knew to be the voice of God**-^ Do^ 
'* not imagine your cafe is fingiUar ; there has beeik 
^ forrow like unto thy forrow. Take the propfaetSy 
^\ who have fpoken in die name of the Lord^ £9^ aa 
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^* €Xam][^€i of fitfiering affliction, and of patience. 
** You h&V€ heard <rf the patience of Job. He -was 
** Osripped of all, and he faid, the Lord gave, and the 
^ Lord hath taken away, and bleffed be the name of 
** the Lord : what ! Ihall we receive good at the Lord's 
** hands, and Ihall we not receive evil ? Confider the 
imparallelled fufferings of thy Saviour : and he faid, 
the cup which my Father giveth me to drink, fhall 
*^ I not drink it ? Do not imagine thefe trials are 
** fruits of my difpleafure : as many as I love, I rebuke 
*• and chaften. I defign thy welfare ; and I know 
** how to advance it. You have often been miftaken ; 
^* ibmetiihes you have been led to deprecate events, 
** which you now fee to have been peculiar mercies. 
** Truft me m this, difpenfation : reafons forbid my 
** explaining things fully at prefent : what I do, thou 
♦* kirc>weft not now, but thou /halt know hereafter. 
In the mean time be aflured, I do not afflift willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men. Thefe troubles are 
as neceffary for thy foul, as medicine for the body, 
as die furnace for gold, as the knife for the vine. 
** Be not afi^d of the affliftion ; I have it completely 
** under my management ; when the end is anfwered 
** I wiH remove it ; I know how to deliver. Till then, 
fear not, for I am with thee ; be not difmayed, for I 
am thy -God : I wiH ftrengthen thee, yea I will keep 
thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right hand 

•* of my righteoufnefs.** O, could I hear this ; dii^ 

"Would hulh each rebellious figh, check every murmur- 
ing thouglit. Is thfethen fuppofition? has not God 
ISaad aH this ; does he not fay aH this in his word ? 
Thirdly, Patience is to be exerd&d under muay$. 
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We as naturally purfue a delired good, as we ihun an 
appreheaded evil. The want of fuch a good is as griev- 
ous as the preiTure of fuch an evil ; and an ability to 
bear the one is as needful a qualification, as the forti«- 
tude by which we endure the other. It therefore as 
much belongs to patience, to wait, as to fuffer. We 
read of " the patience of hope :'* for patience will be 
rendered neceffary according to the degree of hope. 
" Hope deferred maketh the heart fick :" it is the of- 
fice of patience to prevent this fainting. And God is 
perpetually calling for the exercife of it. He does not 
always immediately indulge you with an anfwer to 
prayer. He hears indeed as foon as you knock, but 
he does not inftantly open the door : to ft^d there 
refolved not to go without a bleffing, requires patience,, 
and patience comes up and cries, " wait on the Lord ; 
^' be of good courage, and he fliall ftrengthen thine 
*' heart ; wait I fay on the Lord.*' He does,not ap. 
pear to deliver us according to the time of our expec^^ 
tation ; and in woe we number days, and hours ; the 
language of defire is, " O, when wilt thou come^ unto 
me ?'* and of impatience, " why fliould I wait for th^ 
Lord any longer ?** But patience whifpers, " it is 
good that a man ihould both hope, and quietly wait 
^* for the falvation of the Lord." To long for pardon, 
and to fed only an increafed fenfe of guilt j to implore 
relief, and to be able only to fay, " without are fiight* 
** ings, and within are fears ;** to journey in a weary 
land, and fee the way ftretching out immeafurably be- 
fore us, lengthening as we go ; to purfue blefling3 
which feem to recede as we advance, or to fpring from 
our ^rafp. as we are feizing them ^ all this requires 
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*^ pataent cbhtmuance in welldoing.*' *' Wc have 
** alfo need of patience, that after we have done the 
*^ vnll of God, we may receive the promifes." See 
the cAriftian, waiting compofedly year after year in a 
va/e of tears, for an infinite happinefs ; the heir offuch 
an inheritance refigned to abide fo long in indigence ! 
Surely, it is trying to be detained fo many months 
at anchor off the fair haven j the end of his voyage in 
view ; to have all the glory of the unfeen world laid 
open to the eye of faith ; the trials of this life to urge, 
and the bleffings of another to draw ; to have eamefts 
to enfure, and foretaftes to endear. Surely there is 
enough to make him diffatisfied to tarry here. And 
it feems proper kr the chriftian to be more than 
willing to go. Should anlfraelite fix on this fide the 
promifed land ? Is he not commanded to arife and de- 
part hence .^ Can he love God, imlefs hewiflies to be 
with him .? Does not the hew nature tend towards its 
perfection ? What wonder, therefore, if we ihould 
hear the believer fighing, ** O, that I had wings like 
** a dove ; for then would I flee away, and be at reft. 
^* I would haften my efcape from the ftormy wind and 
^^ i:empeft. O, when Ihall I come and appear before 
"God.? When Ihall I leave the dregs of fociety, and 
^ join the general affembly above ? When will my 
** dear connexions gone before, receive me into ever- 
** laftihg habitations ? O, how I envy them ! O, the 
** glories of yonder world ! 1 feem indiftinftly to fee 
** the ftiimng prize ; I feem to hear a little of their 
** melody. O, that was a perfume blown acrofs the 
** river ; how it revives my fpirits, and calls ipe away !'* 
But a voice cries, ** be patient^ brethren, unto the 
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^ commg of the Land ; h^H the hulbaodmaa; be^ 
^^ waiteth for t]^e precious fruits of the earth, aiKl hath - 
" long patiei^ce for it, until he receive the ficxnn^r a»d 
" the latter rwn.*' The fiunt ainfwers, " I pray not. 
" that He fhouW take m& out of the world, but keep 
^^ me frcMoa the e?il* I am willing to remain, while 
*' He has a ftation fpr me to fill, a duty for va^ to per* 
'^ form, a trial for me to hear. All the days of my 
'^ appointed time will I wait until my- change cqw^" 
*' Here is the patience of the fainte/' 

Let us learn theii, my brethren, how neceflsuy it i^ 
for us to poiTdiS this Demper of mind; iitisof pffpety*- 
al and univ^rfal ufe. AU of you need it, and .will 
need it ajway^* You do nqt all need genius learnings 
wealth ; but what will you 4p m a world like thia^ 
without psatiencfs ? How can you be prepared for ^ 
fucceflion of encoun^ens, unlefs you " take to yomv 
*' fekes the whole armour of God?** How cw you 
pafs through a wildernel^ of thorns and briars, unleft 
" your feet be ftiod with the preparation of the gofi 
*' pel of peace ?'* Who can fay, " my mountain ibmds 
** fo ftrong, I fliall never be moved ?'* *' If a man 
" live many years, and rejoice in them all j yet let 
^ him remember the days of darknefs, for they ihall 
^^ be many : all that cometh is vanity/' How unde» 
firable is a fqueamifh s^petite, th^t inceflantly requires 
delicacies ; a puny body, that can bear no hardifaips ; a 
tender frame, that muffc not be expofed to the varia* 
tions of the weather ; but how much w^e is it to 
have a foft, enervated, pampered conftitution of mmd^ 
that muft be ftroked or racked like a child ; that caa 
with extreme difficulty be pleafed ; that muft have w^ 
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ery thing according to its fancy. In a ftate where fo 
little is Jeft to choice and convenience, and where we 
are liable td trials and changes every day, we fhould 
feelc after a general preparation for our paflage, and 
iirengthen and invigorate the foul by patience. 

—Labour IbrenuouHy, not only to acquire this grace, 
but to excel in it. Seek higher degrees of it Exer- 
cife it not in one thing, but in every thing, and in ev-i 
ery thing to the end. " Let patience have its perfed 
" work, that ye may be perfeft aiul entire, lacking 
<« nothing," There is a God of patience, who giveth 
tdoregraeev Approach htm wjtb enlarged defice, that 
y^ my abound in this grace aUb,. ^^ ftreDgthened 
^^ wth all might according to his gloriout pow^ , ijnto 
^' ,A&.L patsence and Long fufiexing widi joyfidncfe.*' 

' r-^jdnd remember, yon will not always be called to 
the exercife <]f f^a&uBaoe. Your ^ war&i^ wiJl feon 
^^ be accoi|^)Iilhed :'' &>r *' yet a JbMe while. He that 
^ fistU come,. will Gosiey and will not tany.'' A fittle 
more patieqce,^ tod tht^ wkked fluiU ceafe from troub- 
ling, and the weary be it<reft ;. a tittle more patience, 
and farewell, provocation, affii£tion, and anxious de«> 
laiySb : Fa^i^ife, havjng.oonveyed you fafe, and being 
HO bf^a- neqeiary , ftiall return for niore ; but it wip 
leave you: in si^/bCQwhove all ihallbe peace, all iball 
liequietnefs, sdi ftajl h^ afltorance for ever. O, bz,£s* 

Wi% GO!D, Yf: PBOjPLB, /iN0 MAKE THP VpJCB 0» HIS 
M^IB£ TO B£ HBAftf) ; BOR THOU, O Gon,^ »A3T 
^IVOVfiP V^ -TStOtJ HAST TRI50 US, A5 Sli-VS:R }:% 
.T9»£a;C>: W£ WENT T{f{a^OH fXRE A]^2> TliSLOUOH 
W^T5^m W^X 1?I|ftl? BaWq/SHT,«,ST^S OUT INTO, 4 
Hrj^AJUTBi^r Pi4ClS. - . ' 
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And Gcd faid unto Jacobs arije^ go up to Bethel^ ofid 
^ dtpell there ; and make there an altar unto God^ that 
• appeared tmto thee 'when thou fleddeft from the face of 

Efau thy brother. Then Jacob faid unto his boufe^ 
'. holdy and to allihat were with him^ put away the 
: Jhrange Gods that are among you^ and be cleoHy and 
" change your garments^ and let us arife^ and go up to 

Bethel ; and I will make there an altar unto Gody 

who anfwered me in the day of my dijlrefs^ and was 

with me in the way which I went. 

jL he pieces of hiftorjr prefefved^in the 
book of Genefis are peculiarly valuable, and worthy 
of our regard. They poffefs the claim of truth, of im- 
partiality, of remote antiquity, of individual and minute 
defcription. They are family fcenes, which always 
charm. We feel ourfelves'in private life. We puif- 
fue fingle charafters through all the vicifitudes of 
their pilgrimage, and obferve the various workings of 
dieir minds, their imperfe^ons, and tiieir excellencies, 
the fleih lufting againft the fpirit, and the fpirit gaSning 
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a vi&ory over the flefli* They are alfo recommendedy 
as holding forth the difpenfations of divine Providence 
and Gmce combined. It is painful to fee a man raifed 
up to be an inftrument only ; girded and guided»by a 
iiand which he knows not ; accompliihing defigns 
which he never defired or approved ; and then laid 
afide or dafhed to pieces as a veffel in which there is 
no pleafure , and fuch are often the philofopbers, the 
politicians, and the heroes of this world. But how 
delightful and edifying is it, to contemplate men who 
were not only inftruments, but favourites ; who did 
^^ the will of God from the heart/' and ^^ had the 
^^ teftimony that they pleafed HQm }'' who were the 
depofitaries of the divine counfel, and increafed the 
treafures of revelation : ^^ of whom, as concerning 
^^ the fleih, Chrift came," and with whom we hope to 
refide forever : ^> for many fhall come jfinom the eaft 
^ and weft, and ihall fit down vdth Abraham, and 
^^ Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven." The 
command of God alio leads us back to the patriarchal 
^ge, fends us forth in fearch of thefe renowned wor« 
thies, and enjoins us^^ not to be llothful, but followers 
<< of them, who through faith and patience inherit 
^' the promifes." 

Thefe refledions^ my brethren, are intended to raife 
this book in your efteem, and to engage your atten*^ 
don to the words which I have detached from it for 
your edification this evening. *^ And God faid unto 
^^ Jacob, arife, go up to Bethel, and dwell there ; and 
^^ make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto 
*^ thee when thou fleddeft from the face of Efau thy 
f ^ brother. Then Jacob faid unto his houfehold, and 
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^^ t(» att thai were iiritfa habh, puta^way t^ ftrang^ ^oA^ 
^ dutt are among you, and be ^leaii) ind change ydv^ 
^ garmanis : and let u$ arife, and gb up tcy Bethei ; 
^ and I will make ther^ asn akar Qtito God, who ^n« 
♦* fweredmem the 4a^y -of iny« diftrefd, and was W^fr 
^ me m the way ^thich I went.'* Let tfe review 

ITHE tRANSACTIOKT TO WHICH TfilKSE WOkD^ RjE-' 
tEK; DRAW FORTflT ^OME OF THE ^N ST RUCTIONS 
IMPLIED IN them; ANt) DISTlNGUisfH the CtTAR- 
AGTEM IN THIS ASSEMBLY, WHO AREXOl^CEENED 
IN THE COMMAND ANDTHE EXAMPLE— ^"•Arift,^nd 

^'^go up to Bethel/*-— i-^—" Let us arife and go up to 
*'. Bethel ; and I will there make an altar unto'Gdd, 
*' who anfwered me in the day of my diftrefs, and 
" was x<4th me m the way which I went.*' 

Part L The paffage before us refers to a very 
interefting part of the hiftxiry of Jactob, which it wift 
be neceifary for us to review. To efeajie- the ftiry of 
his brother Efau, Jacob, by the propofal of hie mother, 
goes to Padan-Aram, to die houfe of his uncle Labaj^ir 
On the firft night of his journey he dreamed. He faw 
a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, angels ^end-^ 
ing and defcending upon it, and God above it, in a 
|)ofture of iatt^tiOft, ^ ftanding,** and viewing a poor 
pilgrim below. He alfo fpake ; and affured • him of 
the relation in which He flood to his p5otts an<^8rs^ 
i^romUed to give the land of Canaan to hie feed^^ t<i 
render his progeny illuftrious, and intiumerable, arid 
eventually in one of hia defcendants toWefsf atrthe 
faonilies of the earth. To atceommodate'Hinifeif 
fttti more to the Agencies of 1^ condition, lie added. 
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'^ behold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
^' places whither thou goeft, and will bring thee again 
** into this land ; for I will not leave thee until I have 
" done that which I have fpoken to thee ofc" Deeply 
inzpreiTed, Jacob arofe and before he proceeded on his 
journey, " vowed a vow, faying. If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in the way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, fo that 
I come again to my father's houfe in peace ; then 
Ihall the Lord be my God, and this ftone which I 
have fet for a pillar (hall be God's houfe, and of all that 
thou flialt give me I will furely give the tenth unto 
" thee.'* His wifhing to lay God xmder an additional 
bond marks his infirmity. God had fpoken, and Jacob 
ihould have been fadshed. But it was wife and pious 
to bind himfelf. Some have been inclined to cenfure 
Jacob, as too conditional and too felfifh on this occa* 
(ion J fuppofing he engaged only to ferve God, provided 
he fhould be indulged with the bleffings he fpecifies. 
This would have been cenfurable indeed, and utterly 
oppofite to the faith of the patriarchs, one of whom 
faid, " though he flay me, yet will I truft in him j" 
and another of whom, when commanded, " obeyed, 
*^ and went out, not knowing whither he went.*' The 
meaning is that God by thefe frefh inftances of his 
favour, would fumifli him with frefli motives to ferve 
and glorify Hiin ; and he itipulates the manner in 
which he would difcharge the obligation he fhould be 
laid under. 

After twenty years hard fervice in the houfe of his 
uncle^ Jacob refolves to return. Three days after his 

d^arture, Laban purfues him. He overtakes him in 

G 
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Gilead, is pacified, and withdraws. Jacob moyes on, 
crofies the ford of Jabboc, defcends on its fouthem 
bank, reaches the ford of Succoth, wreftles with the 
angel, paffes over the river Jordan weftward, and 
comes to Shalem. This was an eventful pofition ; 
here he bought a piece of ground from Hamor ; here 
he raifed an altar ; and here befel him the affli^on 
he experienced in the fedudion of his daughter, and 
the murder of the Shechemites ; here he lingers till 
feven or eight years have elapfed. O Bethel, how 
art thou forgotten ! O Jacob, where is your vow to 
irepair thither as foon as you returned ! Your God 
has fulfilled his engagement. He has been with you, 
defended you, profpered you, and you are come back 
in peace. Wherp is your altar ? Where the tenth of 
your poffeffions to maintain it ? We may compare one 
charafter with another. Behold David. What is he 
faying ? " I will go into thy houfe with burnt oflFer- 
" ings ; I will pay thee my vows, which my lips have 
" uttered, and my mouth hath fpoken, when I was in 
** trouble.*' Hannah occurs. I fee her in the bitter- 
nefs of her foul, praying and weeping fore. '' And 
" fhe vowed a vow, and faid, O Lord of Hofts, if thou 
" wilt indeed look on the affliflion of thine handmaid, 
*' and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, 
but will give unto thine handmaid a man child, then 
I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, 
'* and there fliall no razor come upon his head.*' He 
is bom ; and his very name fhall be a remembrancer. 
He is weaned ; and fhe takes him with her, and 
brings him unto the houfe of God in Shiloh, and intro*" 
duces him to Eli. " And fhe faid, O my lord, as 
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" thy foul liyedi, my lord, I am the woman that flood 
** by thee \itt^ pj^ying unto the Lord. For this child 
*^ I prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition 
*' which I aiked of him : therefore alfo I have lent 
" him to the Lord, as long as he liveth he (hall be 
" lent to the Lord." O, what were her feelings in this 
joumiey ! what a contention between the mother and 
the faint ! What a trial was here ! an only child, a 
child long defired, and endeared by a thoufand con- 
fiderations ; .to give him up ; to refign him for ever ; 
to fee him once a year, only to renew the pain of fepa- 
ration ! what a fuperior delicacy, fervour, permanency, 
is there in the devotion of this female ? How does the 
patriarch vanifli, from a comparifon with this pious 
woman ? Here Jacob ftill lingers, and difcovers no dif- 
pofition to perform his vows ; and it becomes neceffary 
for God himfelf to addrefs him. " And God faid 
** unto Jacob, arife, go lip to Bethel, and dwell there : 
*^ and make there an altar unto God, that appear^ 
" unto thee when thou fleddeft from the face of Efau 
" thy brother. Then Jacob faid unto his houfehold, 
<^ and to all that were with him, put away the ftrange 
" gods that are among you, and be cledn, and change 
" your garments : and let us arife, and go up to 
" Bethel ; and I will make there an altar unto God, 
*' who anfwered me in the day of my diftrefs, and was 
^^ vrfth me in the way which I went.'* From thefe 
word^-^ 

Par*? IL We may derive fome inftruftive aid ufe- 
ful oUervations. Firft, we may remark how foon the 
influence ef impreffive fcenes wears away, and how 
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prcme we are to lofe the fenfe of our mercies, and all 
the fine religious feehngs they once produced. If a 
perfon had feen Jacob on the morning after his vifion, 
and when he was leaving the place made facred by his 
vow, and had faid to him, « God will accomplifli thy 
defire ; he vrill guide thee and keep thee ; provide 
for thee, and bring thee back enriched and multiplied, 
to fee thy native land; and you will think no Aing 
^', of all this ; you will live year after year unmindful 
** of Bethel, and fufFer your vow to lie .unperform-' 
" ed ;** the prophecy would have been incredible ; he 
would have exclaimed, '* can I ever thus trifle with 
" God, or become infenfible to fuch a benefaftor ?" 
What! isthyfervant a dog, thathe 'ihould do this 
thing?" How were the Ifraelites affefted when 
God appeared for them ! " They fang his praife ;" 
they refolved to diftruft him no more ; they faid " AH 
*' that the Lord commandeth us will we do/* "But 
" they foon forgot his works, and the wonders which 
"He had fhewn them ;" murmured again ; rebelled 
again. Their mercies were written in the fand, and the 
firft returning wave of trouble walhed them out. 
Hence David lays an embargo upon his tlioughts : 
" Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his 
" benefits.** It would be well if we could identify and 
fecure our feelings in certain periods and conditions of 
life, that we may afterwards review them, compare 
ourfelves with them, perceive our declenfions and de- 
ficiencies ; and bring forward thefe former experi- 
ences, when we grow cold to warm us^ and' when we 
grow flothful to quicken us. A faithful recolledion h 
of peculiar importance to the chriflian^ Things caHj 
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imprefs the mind no longer than they are in it ; and 
flips in the memory occafion failures in the life. But, 
alas ! like a fieve, full while in the river, but when 
raifed up, empty and dropping ; and as water, which 
has a natural tendency to be cold, but requires a per- 
petual fire to keep it warm ; fo treacherous are our 
memories in divine things ; fo conftantly do we need 
means and helps ; : fo neceffary is it to have our " minds 
*' fUrred up.byi way of remembrance.** 

Secondly, God will remind his people of forgotten 
duties. And he can never be at a lofs for means to 
admoni/h us. He addreffes us by his providence. 
The defign of afflidion is to bring our fin to remem- 
brance. Sometimes the caufe of affiiftion is not fo 
obvious, and we fay with Job, " ihew me wherefore 
** thou contendeft with me." At other times there is a 
wonderful correfpojidence between the crime and the 
calamity ; the one is the confequence and the difcove- 
ry .of the other, and leads back the mind inftantly to it. 
When God. brings us into new difficulties, and we 
apply for relief, our former deliverances and indul- 
gences are remembered ; and our ingratitude, in not 
duly acknowledging and improving them, ftares us in 
the face, and deftroys the liberty and life of prayer. 
Have you fuccoured a fellow creature, and is he thank- 
ful ? Can you hear his praifes for your petty favours, 
and not be reminded of your obligations to God for 
benefits infinitely fuperior ? Or is he unthankful and 
unworthy ? Here is a glafs held up as you fJafe along, 
in which you may catch. a glance of your own image*; 
" how muchmore unthankful and uiiworthy have I. 
'♦^ proved to my al«aghty Friend, whofe goodnefs aii4 
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'' mercy have followed me all the days of my lifi^ !*^ 
He renews recolleftion by means of his word. The 
fcripture is not only " projfitable for dodrine ; but re-* 
" proof, corredion, and inftruftion in righteoufnefs." 
It not only affords a word in feafon for him that is wear 
ry, but for him that is carelefs and luke warm. By 
tiiis the fecrets of the heart are made manifeft ; and 
happy are thofe who are willing to apply this touch- 
ftone, to ufe this balance of the fan^ary, to take this 
candle of the Lord, and examine the chambers of 
imagery within, and who, when they have done all, 
Avill invite a feverer fcrutiny ; '^ fearch me, • O God, 
" and know my heart, try me, and know my thoughts j 
and fee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlafting/^ Minifters are God*8 
remembrancers. Their bufinefs is not to bring ftrange 
things to your ears, to entertain you with novelties, or 
to encourage in you a fondnefs for thofe fpeculations 
which bear flightly on the heart and life ; but they are 
to recall your attention to things, which though the 
mofl fimple are the moft important^ and at the fame 
time the moft neglected ^ to remind yoii of things 
already known j to imprefs you with things already be- 
lieved ; to place your praftice oppofite your feith, 
and your lives by the fide of your profeffion. " I will 
: therefore put you in remembrance of thefe things, 
though ye once knew them :" here is our example, 
"if thou put the brethren in remembrance of thefe 
" things, thou ihalt be a good minifter of Jefus Chrift.'' 
This is bur commendation. God has alfo an interns^ 
witnefs and monitor. It is confciaice ; and if in its 
natural flate it has power to accufe the tranfgrefibr. 
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how much more influence will it poflds when renewed 
and fandified ? 

Thirdly, Gracious charafters are alive to divine inti- 
mations. Herein we percdve a difference between 
Aem and others. They are encompafled with infir- 
mity ; they may err ; they may fall ; but there is in 
them a principle which fecures their rifing again ; 
they are open to c<Mivi6kion, they welcome reproof; 
they melt, retraft, reform, and are watchful and 
prayerful to prevent fimilar mifcarriages in future. 
A man afleep only, is very diflinguifhable from a per- 
§on dead ; the difference will appear as ibon as you 
endeavour to wake them. The one is unfuicepdble ; 
the other ftirs, inquires, fprings up. A living bough 
may bend down to the earth uiuler a preffure ; but 
remove the load, and it b upright again, and points 
heavenward. Elihu finely defcribes the feelings of a 
pious mind under divine correflion ; " furely it is 
*^ meet to be faidunto God, I have borne chaftifement, 
<* I will not offend any more. That which I know 
^* not, teach thou me ; if I have done iniquity, I will 
^* do no more.'* When our Lord looked only upon 
Peter, *' he went out and wept bitterly.*' Jacob does 
not argue the matter with God, does not vindicate 
himfelf, does not extenuate his fault. The Lord em- 
ploys no fevere language, nor is it neceffary ; a foft 
word fubdues him ; " it is too plain to be denied, and 
** too bad to be excufed : I have finned ; what fliall 
be done unto thee, O thou preferver of men. I will 
acknowledge my tranfgreflion, I will be forry for 
my fin ; I will forfake it ; duty, neglefted alas ! 
** fo long, ihall be no longer neglefted ; thy voice t 
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'* hear ; thy command I haften to obey.** Such was 
the meaning of his words, and of his praftice. For 
he does not delay, or hefitate : " then Jacob faid 
unto his houfehold, and to all that were with himL, 
put. away the ftrange gods that are among you, and 
be clean, and change your garments ; and let us 
arife, and go up to BetheL" From hence we may 
obferve alfo, ' . 

• Fourthly, That holy preparations become the (oU 
emn fervice of God. They are generally deemed n^efr 
fary for minifters. It is fuppofed they ought to be pre- 
vioufly alone ; to fix their attention ; to imprefs thtiir 
minds ; to implore the divine, affiflance and blelSng, 
But have hearers no need of this ? Are they to engage 
, in the worfliip of God, entirely regardlefs of the na- 
ture, the importaiice, and the influence of divine infti- 
tutions ? To pmiffic^ns of this kind it is owing, that 
ordinances in our day are become as unprofitable as 
they are common. If before you came together, you 
retired, and endeavoured to obtain an abftradion of 
mind; if by refleftion yau procured a ferioufnefs of 
frame, fo friendly to devotion ; if by examining your- 
felves, you difcovered what finful prejudice, or paffion, 
was likely to render you partial hearers ; if you formed 
a refolution to lay yourfelves open to the influence of 
the word, and to reftify whatever appeared to be 
wrong ; if you remembered that you are accountable 
even for your attendance, and that the word you hear 
will judge you in the lafl: day ; if you came with eager 
defire and eamefl: expeftation, founded on the promife 
of Qod, that he is the rewarder of them that diligent- 
ly feek him ; and above all, with prayer, knowing that 
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• 

^ ndtker is he that planteth any thing, nor he that wa- 
^ t^reth, bat God who giveth the increafe ;" were 
you thus to ent^ on the fervice of the fan€hiary ; I aflc» 
wouti diere not be a natural tendency in all this to 
render the means of grace impreffive and efficacious, 
aad is not this the only authorized way in which you 
can hope for the divine bleffing ? Rafli entering upon 
duty is rarely profitable, God may meet with us una- 
wares, but ^ere has he promifed to do it ? ** Draw 
" nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you." ** Keep 
** thy foot when thou goeft to the houfe of God." 
<* Offer not the facrifice of fools." ** Take heed how 
^ ye hear." ^^ Wherefore lay apart all filthinefs, and 
^ ibperfliHty of naughtinefs, and receive with meeknefs 
" the engwAed word, wluch is able to fave your fouls." 
Hidfe ^e the c^)i»mand9 of God, and they regulate 
our hope, as well as our pra^^ce. And in thb man« 
ner our good old forefathers worfliipped j then pub- 
lic famces were not fo multiplied as to abridge, if not 
exclude the dudes of the funily and fiieddet; then 
hearing the word was not rei^ered aa entertainment 
ib cuftomary, common, and trifling ; with them divine 
worihip was an awAil thing ; they prepared for one 
liuty, by another ; and Yike wife perfo r m e r s , they tu« 
ned the inftruments before the concert began. 

Kfthly, There may be widtednefs in a religious 
femily. We find "ftrange gods" even in Jacob's 
houfehold. We may view iniquity in fuch a fituation 
two ways. FirH;, as a good man's afiH&ion ; and a 
dreadful afflidion it will prove. It is bad to have fick- 
nefs in his houfe, but it is worfetohave fin, die phtgue 

andpeffilenceofdiefouK How, fim he, ean I beso* to 

H 
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fee the deftru^on of my kindred ! Secondly, as a good 
man's fault. Could we fee things as God does, and 
be able to trace back effefts to their caufes, we fhould 
foon perceive the fource of the diforders and wicked- 
nefs which prevail in many houfes. Matters of fami- 
lies ! have you ruled well the charge which God has 
given you ? Have you behaved towards your fervants, 
as remembering you have a matter in heaven ? Have 
you ihewn them a kind and a pious attention ? Have 
you had your children in fubjedion ? Have you train*- 
ed them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ? 
Have you inftrufted them only in particular dogmas, 
or impregnated them with the fpirit of chriftianity ; 
and endeavoured to render its duties lovely and prafti- 
cable ? Have you not provoked them to wrath, till they 
are difcouraged ? Or has not your indulgence become 
connivance, fo that you have refembled Eli, whofe 
** fons made themfelves vile^ and he reftxainedi them 
not ?'* or David, " who had never difpleafed Adoni- 
jah at any time in faying, why haft thou done fo ?'* 
Have you maintained order % Or lived in a confufion 
favourable to eivery evil work ? Has daily devotion 
been ferioufly performed ? Have you enforced all by 
your own walk and converfation ? Have you fet no 
evil thing before your eyes ? While you have preach- 
ed meeknefs in words, have you not recommended 
paflion by example ? While you have taught them hu- 
mility by precept, have you not enforced pride; by prac- 
tice ? And are you furprifed to find irregularities in 
YOUR family ? Wonder if you pleafe, but wonder at 
your own folly in feeking by the wayfide to ,** gather 
** grapes of thorns, or figs of thittles." Gompljain if 
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5^ou pleafe, but complain of yourfelvqs. Are you fo 
uhreafohable asf to expeQ: to '* reap where you have 
** nc^ fown, and to gather where you have not ftraw- 
"edr . 

Again, we remark that our religious concern ihould 
not be confined to ourfelves only ; we are to engage 
our families to accompany us in the exercifes of devo- 
tioil'. Thus Jacob would not go alone, but calls upon 
his hoiifehold, ind all that are with him ; each muft 
prepare, and each muft attend- And of Abraham, lays 
God, ** I know him that he will warn his children 
^^ and his household after him, and they fhall keep 
^' the way of the Lord, to do juftice and judgment, 
*' that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that wTiich 
-^^ he hath fpok^n of him.'* In the fame difpofition 
was Jofhua, who faid, " as for me and my house, we 
** will ferve the Lord." We may add the centurion ; 
^« he feared God, with all his house.*' In yorir own 
fiunilies you poflfefs aJi authority and ah influence; " It 
** father has honour, a matter fear.** Servants and 
children naturally obey. This authority and influ- 
ence you are to employ for religious, as well as civil 
purpofes ; and to vary the exercife of them according 
to the condition of thofe who are in family conrieftiiSh 
with you ; ufing command with fome, perfuaflon \HSi 
others, means with all. As the head of a family /you 
-are to mind the fouls of thofe who are under your <iare, 
as well as their bodies. They are nbt defigned to live 
Here only, or principally ; they are battening into eter- 
nity. And you are not to live here always \ ^ou vfUl 
foon be called ** to give an account of your ftewafd*. 
<* fliip," and you will be judged, not only as an in^r 
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vidual ; but as the owner of an household 3 a^ter 
the man has been tried, the mailer \nll be fummoned ) 
O that you may ^^ give up your account wiih joy, and 
** not with grief/' Even here you have the advantage 
of domeilic religion ; ^' the voice of falvation and of 
** rejoicing is in the tabernacles of the righteous j" 
fuch houfeholds only are fafe and haj^y^ How pleaC- 
ing is it to fee all the mem^rs of a family worihip* 
ping God together daily in their own hoofe ! How 
lovely to obferve them coming forth in the nK>ming 
of the labbajtl^^ all going to the houfe of God in com- 
pany ! Minifters are encouraged^ while they fee i^ fticii 
houfeholds the nurferies of their churched, and a4<irefe 
with pl<^ure a hopeful aifembly , formed by the ufiion 
of a number of aj34able, orderly, ferious ftoiilie^* Btft 
they a^e pained to fee you disjoia^, and cc^mlng in 
alone; the father without the fon, and the xtiidther 
without the daughter. Shall I intimate h^e thie p!ro^ 
priety not only of your engaging yoiir iamiUes Itt re- 
ligious duties, but of ta^g them along with you, d^ 
far as circumftamies will allow, to Hit same place cf 
worihip ? Thus you will be certain of their attendance, 
by their being under your eye ; while they will be 
preferved from that faftidioufhefs aaid vagrancy of 
mind, fo much cheriflied by loofe and vluious heating. 
Once more we may oWerve, that ddiverance claims 
femce } that prayer a^wered is to become pndfe. Ja- 
cob refolves to diftinguiib himfelf for God, who had 
appear^ fo woiuierfully for him ; and to niake the 
plf ce of mercy, the place of duty : ^^ dacere will I make 
an altar luito God, who anfwered me in die day< bf 
my diftreis, and was with ate in the way Nvliich I 
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<^waaC I fee ku9 traveling flowIyoaix^hift£m^ 
Uy ^ at: \&agfk he approaches Bediel. To rcvifit a 
]Aa<s«! we have pot feea for twenty eight yean, ia a)- 
ii»7» a^^dia^ Many refle&ions will naturaU^ infe 
ie a cont^n^adve ib^« ^^ Since I laft viewed thi* 
igQt^ what uiiei^eSied coiffleiUons have I formed ! 
What changes have I exi^rienced ! I have bton 
led by a way which J luiew not } loter and ftiend 
^^ haft thim put far fram Hie, and my ai^tfaintante 
^^ jnfeo ^iarlmefe* How HEKich of Kfe Is gotei to return 
^ no more! it has ptkiled ftws^ like a dream. Ho^ 
^^ litddi^ there Usk looking back^^a whidb the vStA 

"^mi % wi<j| faiislaiSfio* ! How often have I been de- 
^^ ceived ^ m^y ho]^sI Hotr varied does the ilrorld 
^^ naw i^pti^ I how much ftiore of it* valiity d<> I fe^^ 
*' and of its vexation do 1 feel I It is time to feek a 
^^ ttttericoiintryi So t^ch tm td numbei- my dbys, 
^< that I may apply my hitttrt ^aam wtiitoA/^ Jae^b Is 
Vf^ ai^ed ^ h^ k)6k6 oarouild ; tf» drfcHes paiklally 
covered wklii«ofe, the Aoft^yhich he had fet up fo- 
% y^lair ; h§ etid^rat^K it^ luid callm^ to hi« Canuly^^ 
IVenty ^dg^ yetes ^ thfe very ftohe wa^ my pil- 
lo^ \ hesr^ d^ftkiiife of accothinddatlofcs I was compel- 
led to fi^^ ; here Ii^flfed, uny (laflTiii my ftore ; afid 
^ \^SM[ He had tetUi-ned me." What mingled emo- 
lioite doed he fsel ! what ftam^ ! Svhat joy ! what con- 
dctonatfon of hntifelf ! what pralfe to the God of 

aTCtxnn • 

Chfiftftaiii, ytm haif*c no jout'ney to take, no materi- 
tda]lai*^!piu{^y no animal fherifite to hmnolate. ^^ Of- 
*• fesf tinto God thahkfgiving t 2(hA pav tttwows 
*^ tihtb the ftldft High/* " Wh^fo dtfereth the j^aife 
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** gIdrifieA me, add to him that ordereth his conver- 
" fation aright will I Ihew the falvation of God." 
What fay you, Chriftians, have you had no " day of 
** diftrefs," in which " He anfwered" you ? Has there 
been no " way in which He has been with" you as 
your guide and your proteftor ? Has He not difap- 
pointed your fears, and far exceeded your hopes? 
*^ But Hezekiah rendered not According to the bene- 
** fits which had been done unto him." " Were there 
** not ten cleanfed ? but where are the nine ?" " Go 

**up," fays God, « to Bethel, and dwell thfeife." 

> • • • ' . 

May you anfwer with Jacob, " let usarife, and go lip 
** to Bethel j and there will I make an altar imto Gdd, 
^* who anfwered me ill the day of my !diftrefs, arid was 
*' with me in the way whith I went."' To whom, 

Part UK Does this apply ? and who in this aflfem- 
bly 19: cpnceraed iii the command and the example :? 

!Rirft, Havevinp^LQ of you been advanced iu worldly 

poff^flipns I Wealth is not always heredity ; Proyi- 

. dence fonuetimes ^^ raifeth up the poor out of the duft, 

. ** and IHteth up th^ needy out qf th^_ dimghill."- Many 

^know what it ^$.to be " abafed," as widl as what it is to. 

;*' abound." t ]|^kback to a period,: when^ if you 

.sjifere not embarraffed, you had " none inheritance^ no 

*' not fo much as to fet your foot; on." Remember 

your feelings when beginning the world ; you forjpaed 

your plans, and endeavoured to fecure his afliftance, 

.>»ri>ofe *' blefling maketh rich and addeth noforrow." 

^** Except the Lord build the houfe, they labour in vain 

*' tl^t build it. It is vain to rife up early, to fit up late, 

,^^ aijd to eat the br§sd of forrows. O Lord, I bdSeeoh 
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*^ thee, fend now profperity. With fuch opportunities 
'^ and capacities, I will promote thy caufe, and relieve 
^^ thy poor. The ftreams ihall remind me of the 
*^ iburce. Praife waiteth for thee, O God, and unto 
'^ thee fhall the vow be performed/' And He has 
more than realized your expe£bitions. The ftaff has 
long lince difappeared, and we behold your two bands ; 
we fee abundance, or fliall I fay extravagance ? Where 
are your altars and your offerings ? Where are your 
promifed thankfulnefs and zeal ? What have you ren- 
dered ? What have you done ? What are you doing ? 
He calls upon you to follow this example ; you are 
required to fay, ^* Let us arife, and go up to Bethel ; 
^^ and I will make there an altar unto God, who an« 
^' fwered me in the day of my diftrefs, and was with 
** me in the way which I went." 

Secondly, Have none of you been led back from 
^ the valley of the fhadow of death ?" To think of 
dying was awful and affecting. To take a final leave 
of earth ; to drop fchemes unfiniihed ; to bid ferewell 
to friends ; to fee weeping relations ; to feel pain of 
body, and remorfe of confcience ; to contemplate an 
opening eternity ; and to find the Judge {landing be-* 
fore the door ;. all made you lay, ^^ O remember that 
^' my life is wind ; mine eye (hall no more fee^ood* 
^^ The eye of him that hath feen me Ihall fee me no 
" more ; thine eyes are upon me, and I am not/' 
" Return, O Lord, deliver my foul : O fave me for 
^^ thy mercies fake : for in death there is no remems> 
** brance of thee ; in the grave who ihall give thee 
** thanks ?" You affumed an air of penitence ; you- 
promifed to render life,iffpared,facred to religion4 He 
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heucd four prayer. Cam yoof fears, v^moveA die ftrcdte 
of his heavy huid, reae«rol yofir ftreiiglh, rcpolouved 
your cheeks, and placed you in die drde of uffie^lnafe 
and fiiendQiip agakv- Butdiefcene,asit removed to a 
difbnce, ceafed toimpreia ; your views of this world, 
as you flood on die confines of anodier, wese ibon 
changed ; your refcJiaiosis are aow ioffgcmita, or you 
Uufli to recaU them ; y^U are afliao^ed to think diat 
any fhoifld have witnefied fuch inftanoes of your weak* 
nefs. To remove every aotkm of your hainng been 
feiious in them, you plunge deeper in diffipadon than 
before ; when thek vows occur, you endeavour b^ 
company or pl^Mure to banidi them* Tou eri^, 
^^ Let me die the death of the righteous, and leit my 
^ lafl end be Uke his )'' you a&ed for furious chiif- 
tians and pious miniftera, and faid, ^^ pray foor us.^ 
Hiefe you now ftun ; you know ttma not i they 
would give an edge to memoiy, and a f^g to con- 
fdence. And ^ is it thus you requite die Lor^, O 
<( foolifli people and unwife i^* Look back to the hour 
of aili£tion and of damg^ ; remember your feara, 
your groans, your prayers, and your pMfeffions. 60, 
and acknowledge the Lord that healed diee. i^ t^ 
phyfkian who prefcEi|>ed, and thofe friends who footh^ 
ed diee on the bed of languiflung, have their iha|w of 
pi'aife; bi^ ^^ the Loaj> kiUeth and maketh a|sve } hb 
<< brii^B^ down to the ^ve, and raifadi up/^ Say 
with David, ^^ Iwas brou^t low, and he hdped me ; 
^ what itiall I render unto the Lord ibr aH hisiDenefits 
^^ towards me ? X will ts^ke the c«p of lalvatioa, afl4 
^ cal} iqxm die name of die Lord ; I wiH pay 'iny' 
^^ vowa onto Aie Loud, wm in die ppifeiM dPattWb 
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people/' Say with Hezekiah, " The living, the 
living, he /hall praife thee, as I do this day ; the 
father to the children (hall make known Ay truth. 
The Lord was ready to fave me. Therefore we will 
" {mg my fongs to the ftringcd inftruments all the 
" days of our Hfe in the houfe of the Lord." Imitate 
jfacob ; *' Let us arife and go up to Bediel ; and I will 
" build there an altar imto God, who anfwcred me in 
** the day of my diftrefs, and was with me in the way 
*^ which I went." 

Thirdly^ Are there no backfliders here ? When 
you had fallen by your iniquity, did not anguifh and 
horror take hold upon you ? Refle6ting upon youf 
fm, aggravated by knowledge, and by obligations the 
tnoft tender and moft awful, were you not ready to 
conclude your cafe was hopelefs ? And when at length 
you were encouraged to approach, and to addre& a 
God you had provcrfked, was not this your language ? 
** Lord take away all iniquity, receive us graciou^ ; 
fo will we render the calves of our lips : Alhur (hall 
not fave us j we will not ride upon horfes, neither 
will we fay any more to the work of our hands, ye 
^ are our gods ; for in thee the f atheriefs findeth mer- 
" cy." " Caft me not away from thy prefencc, and 
** take not thy Holy Spirit firom me. Reftore unto 
** me thejoy of thy falvation, and uphold me with thy 
** free fpirit ; then will I teach tranfgrefibrs thy ways, 
'' and finners Ihall be converted unto thee. Open 
tiiou my lips, and my mouth (hall fliew forth thy 
praife." Fulfil your engagements ; (bllow the patri- 
arch ; " Let us arife and go up to Bethel ; and I will 
^^ build th^re an altar unto God, who anfwered me m 

I 
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*' the day of my diftrefs, and was with me in the way 

" which I went." 

Fourthly, What were your feelings, O chriftians, 
^vhen, convinced of fin, you were firft led to feek fal- 
vation through our Lord Jefus Chrift ? Ah ! return, 
ye affefting moments, and remind us of an experience 
which has long been fled, O, what {Irivings againft 
fin ! O, what indijfference to the world ! O, what en- 
gagements to ferve God ! You were willing to follow 
wherever He fliould lead ; you gloried in the reproach 
of his crofs ; " having food and raiment," you were 
*^ therewith content." One thing was needful, one 
concern engrofled you ; *' Say unto my foul, I am 
*' thy falv^itioji." And you fucceeded ; and you have 
a good hope through grace ; but to what is all this 
blelTed experience reduced ? To this dullnefs in hear- 
ing; to this deadnefs in prayer ; to this murmuring and 
complaiaing under trials ; to this fear of man which 
bringeth a fnare ; to this eagernefs for the things of 
the world : " Go, and cry in the ears of Jerufalem, 
faying, thus faith the Lord, I remember thee, the 
kindnefs of thy youth, the love of thine efpoufals, 
** when thou wenteft after me in the wildemefs, in a 
*' land that was not fown : Ifrael was holinefs to the 
" Lord, and the firfl fruits of his increafe." " Never- 
" thelefs I have fomewhat againft thee,becaufe thou haft 
** left thy firft love ; remember therefore from \vhence 
" thouart fallen, and repent, and do thy first works/' 
" ^rife, and go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and 
'* build an altar unto God, who anfwered you in the 
^' day of your diftrefs, and was with you in the way 
" whighyou went.^ 
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Chriftians, ye who are always ftrangers [and pil- 
grims upon earth, look forward to a heavenly country . 
Ah ! wfien you have reached home ; when you have 
efcaped all the dangers to which you are now expo-* 
fed; when you poflefs all the goodnefs promifed 
you in the word of truth ; then no forgetfulnefs, 
and no need of memorials. All your mercies will arife 
in view ; you wiU perceive innumerable inflances of 
the divine goodnefs, which you are now unable to 
(Ufcover, and all will be feen with their enhancing 
qualities and circumftances. You will blefs Him for 
all the dxfpenfations of his providence, for the dark 
which now perplex, iox the painful which now diflrefs, 
for the alarming which now terrify ; '* God of all 
** grace, and¥ather of mercy , thou haft anfwered me in 
*^ every day of diftrefs ; thou haft been with me in eve- 
ry way I have travelled ; thou haft fufiered me to want 
no good thing ; and here I raife an altar, fiich as I 
could not rear in yonder world, where I was encom- 
paffed with infirmities. Now I (hall ferve thee day 
and night in thy temple, without imperfe£Hon, and 
without end. Bleffed are they that dwell in thy 
houfe, they will be ftill praifing Thee." Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 



THE NATURE OF GENUINE RSLIGION^ 



EzEK. xi. 19, 20. 

And I will give them one heart, and I will put a nev}^ 
fpirtt within you : and I will take the Jiony heart oUi 
of their ftejh, and will give them an heart of flejh / 
that they may walk in myjtatutes, and keep mine ordi-^ 
nances, and do them : and they Jhall he my peophy 
and I will be their Cod. 
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1 HE works of the Lord are great, 
fought out of all them that have pleafure therein/* 
It is pleafmg to obferve Him as the God of nature^ 
^' renewing the face of the earth,'* " crowning the 
^* year with his goodnefs/* " opening his hand, and 
*' fatisfying the defire of every living thing." It is 
edifying to " trace Him as the God of providence, fixr 
** ing the boimds of our habitation,*' afligning every 
man his ftation, qualifying him for the fphere in which 
he moves, and fometimes ** raifmg up the poor out 
'' of the duft, and lifting the needy out of the dung- 
*•' hill, that he may fet him with princes, even with the 
*^ princes of his people.*' But it is much more pleaiing 
and edifying to contemplate Him as the God of all 
GRACE. Here He " excelleth in glory.'* Here " He 
^* fpares not his own Son, but delivers him up for us all.** 
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Here ''He laves us by the wafhing of regeneration, 

" and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, which he flbeds 

" on U5 abundantly through Jefus Chrift our Saviour." 

Here we. behold Him, from the ruins of the Cadi, ma- 

iiog the finner " an eternal excellency, the joy of 

" many generations*" All this " purpofe and grace" 

He has given us in a way of promife ; and of all the 

promifes with which the fcripture abounds, no one is 

ipore momentous than the words which we have read. 

And 1 will give them one heart, and I will put a new 

fpirit within you j and I will take the ftony heart 

" out of their fleih, and will give them an heart of 

" flelh } that they may walk in my ftatutes, and keep 

'' mine ordinances, and do them ; and they fhall be 

'' my people, ^nd 1 will be their God." 

Behold a full reprefentation of a fubje& wluch de« 
ferves all your regard. See genuine rehgion devel- 
oped in four eifential articles. I. Its Author. II. The 
difpofidon it produces. III. The obedience it demand&t 
IV. The beffednefs it enfures. 

I. Obferve, my brethren, how exprefsly God ap* 
propriates this work to himself ; ** I will give 
^^ them one heart, and I will put a new fpirit within 
^^ you }" and fo of the reft. For real religion is of a 
DIVINE original. It never would have had an exiftenc? 
in the world without the revelation of God ; and it 
never will have an exiftence in the foul without the 
operation of God. There is indeed fome difficulty 
attending the difcuffion of this fubjed. For the more 
fpiritual any wprk of God is, the more remote will it 
peceffarily be found from human comprehcnfion. Our 
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Saviour compares this influence to the operation of the 
wind, which of all the phenomena of nature, is the 
leaft apprehenfible in its effence, and the moft fenfible 
in its effe£ks. ** The wind bloweth where it Kfteth, 
*^ and thou heareft the found thereof, but canft not tell 
'^ whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ; fo is ev^ 
" one that is bom of the fpirit/* The dodrine has 
alfo been much abufed. It has often been fo man- 
aged, as to make the firmer, while in his natural ftate, 
to appear unfortunate rather than criminal^ and to 
render the ufe of means and exertions needlefs. The 
facred writers do not inform us where, precifely, dili- 
gence and dependence unite, or how they blend through 
the whole courfe of the chriftian life ; but they afTure 
us of the reality and the conftancy of their union ; 
they inform us that there is no inconfiftency between 
the command and the promife ; that it is our duty as 
well as privilege, to " be filled with the fpirit ;'* 
and that we are to *' work 'out our own falvation with 
" fear and trembling ; for it is God that work^th 
'* in us to will and to do of his own good pleafure/* 

This being premifed, we proceed to eftablifli the 
dodlrine we have advanced. And the proof is by no 
means difficult ; it is as fimpfe and obvious, as it is 
convincing. For if " all things are of God,** is religion 
to be excluded, and to form the only exception ? 
Springs up " the river of the water of life" from a 
fource on this fide " the. throne of God and of the 
" Lamb ?" If in him we live, and move, " and have 
" our** natural " being,*' do we derive from an infe- 
rior principle our fpiritual life ? — ^a life fublimely called 
" the life of God,** to remind us of its origin, as well 
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as of its refembiance ? If the difcoveries which furnifli 
us with the accommodatioiis and convenieaces of hu-* 
man life ; if the {kill of the hufbandman, and the wif- 
dom of the mechanic, be in fcripture afcribed to his 
Muence ; who gives us the genius to live divinely, 
and to have " oiir converfation in heaven ?" The ex- 
preilions " to be bom again ;" to be ** made a new 
" creature ;" to be " raifed from the dead/* applied 
to the fubjeds of divine grace, are allowed to be 
metaphorical ; but they are defigned to convey a truth, 
and to teach us, not only the greatnefs of the change, 
but alfo the Author. If religion were a human pro- 
dudion, it would wear the refembiance of man ; it 
would not be the reverf e of all he now is. After what 
the fcripture has faid refpedling the total depravity of 
human nature, and which by experience and obferva- 
tion we find every day to be true in fad ; nothing 
can be more wonderful than to find any of the 
children of men pofTeiling true holinefs ; and^ the 
quefUon is, how it came there ? It could not fpnng 
from themfelves, for " who can bring a cl^an thing 
** out of an imclean ?'* No eflfed can exceed its caufe ; 
and an inadequate caufe is no caufe. Whence thai 
does it proceed ? " To the law, and to the teftimony." 
The fcripture affures us it is the work of God, and 
leads us to trace back the grand whole, and the fepa- 
rate parts j the perfeftion, the progrefs, the com- 
mencement of reli^on in the foul, to a divine agency- 
" Who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
fle(h> nor of the will of man, but of God.*' ^* He 
that hath wrought us for the felf fame thing is God, 
*^ who hath alfo given unto us the eameft of the 
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Sfirit.** *^ By grace are ye faved through feith ; 
and that not of yourfelves, it is the gift of God ; 
not of works, left any man fliould boaft : for we are 
^ his workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
*^ works, which God hath before ordained that we 
« fliould walk in them/' 

Nor is this a curious, or ufelefs fpeculation. Th^ 

importance 6f it equals the evidence. To know things 

in their caufes has been deemed the higheft kind of 

knowledge ; to know falvation in its fburce is necef- 

fary, Firft, to guide and to encourage the concern of 

awakened finners, who are afldng, *' Men and breth- 

*' ren, what fhall we do ?" Such perfons will not 

cheerfully and courageoufly enter on a courfe of god- 

linefs, without an afTurance of effeftual aid. Seeing 

fo many difficulties and dangers before them, and 

feeling their corruption and weaknefs, after a few un- 

fuccefsfifl ftruggles, they will fink down in hopelefs 

defpair ; unlefs, withafenfe of their oWn inability, 

you fliew them that grace which is fufficient for them, 

and meet them in their conviftion with the promife, 

Aflc, and It fhall be given you ; feek, and ye fhall find ; 

knock, and it fhall be opened unto you ; for if ye, 

being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, how much more fhall your heavenly Father 

" give his holy Spirit to them that afk him !'* This 

decides ; this animates. '^ The grace of the promife 

" is adequate to the duty of the command. Does the 

** work to which I am called, look fitter for an angelj 

'* than for a man ? I have more than aii angePs re- 

'^^ fources ; my fuflSciency is of God. Without him I 

** can do nothing ; but through his flrengthening of me, 
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** I can do alJ things/* Secondly, The fame difcovefy 
is neceffaiy to call forth the acknowledgments, and to 
Jregulate the praifes of thofe who are fanftified by divine 
grace. The original caufe determines the final end. 
J£ their recovery originate from themfelves, it may 
terminate in themfelves ; and being the authors of the 
cure, they may lawfully appropriate the glory arifing 
from it. But the gofpel aflures us, that God has com- 
pletely excluded boafting ; that he has arranged the 
whole economy of our falvation, with the exprefs 
view '' that no fleih fliould glory in his prefence." An 
experience of divine truth delivers a man from that 
ignorance and pride, which once led him to think of 
being his own faviour : he feels that " by the grace of 
*^ God, he is what he is ;" thus he is reduced again 
to the proper condition of a creature \ lives a life of 
dependence and of praife, and acknowledges his obli- 
gations to ^' Him, of whom, and through whom, 
*^ and TO whom are all things." We have feen the 
origin of religion. Behold, 

II. The difpofition which it produces. It is charac- 
terized by its uniformity, its novelty, and its fenfibility. 
^^ I will give them one heart, and I will put a new 
'^ fpirit within you ; and I will take the stony heart 
*' out of their flefli, and I will give them an heart of 

^* FLESH." 

Firft, He promifes to give them one heart ; and 
this fliews the sameness of religion, as to the lead- 
ing views, fentiments, and purfuits of chriftians. Of 
the converts at Jerufalem it is faid, " the multitude of 
"^^ them that believed were of one heart, and of onb 
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" foul." Feeling the fame wants, and attrafted to the 
fame fourc^ of relief, they affembled and blended to- 
gether J they had many hearts before ; they " fol- 
" lowed divers lufts and pleafures ;" they " turned 
*' every man to his own way.' * From thefe various wan- 
derings they are called to enter, and to travel one and 
the fame way. Grace produced a unity, and a unity 
it always will produce. But a unity of what ? Of opin- 
ions ? Of forms and cerempnies ? Of drefs and phra- 
feology ? No : but of fomething infinitely fuperior ; 
a onenefs of reliance ; of inclination ; of tafte ;♦ of 
hopes and fears ; of joys and forrows. Though divided 
and diftinguiflied from each other by a thoufand pecu- 
liarities, they ALL hate fm, they all '' hunger and 
" thirft after righteoufnefs," they all follow ^* hard 
" after God," they all feel the fpiritual life to be a 
warfare, they all confefs themfelves to be only 
'* ftrangers and pilgrims upon earth." Thus with cir- 
cumftantial diverfity we have effential identity ; thefub- 
ftance as unalterable, as the modes are various ; the 
drefs changing with times and places ; ,the figure, the 
members, the foul, always the fame. " For by one 
*' fpirit, we are all baptized into one body, whether 
*' we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free : 
" and have been all made to drink into 0N5 Spirit." 
He engages alfo to produce. 

Secondly, A new fpirit : "and I will put a new 
" fpirit within you," not only different from that which 
ftill animates others, but diflinguifhed from that which 
once influenced them ; it was not born with thenji } 
they were once flrangers to it; but defigned fpr a 
new world, new work, new pleafures, it is necelTary 
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iot them to hsive a new fpirit. Elevation will only 
ferve to embarrafs and encumber a man, ilnlefs he is 
fuited to it. A king may advance a flave to a ftation 
of eminence ; but with a change of condition, he can- 
not give him a change of difpofition ; with his new 
office, he cannot beftow a new fpirit. But in this 
manner, the Lord qualifies his people for their fitua- 
tion and engagements ; and thus they are at home 
in them ; there is a fuitablenefs produdtive of eafe and 
enjoyment. This is the peculiar glory of the gofpel. 
Obferve all falfe religions ; they take man as he is ; 
they accommodate themfelves to his errors and his 
paflions ; they leave him eflentially the fame. They 
follow the man, they are formed after his likenefs ; 
whereas here the man changes ; he is modelled after 
the image of religion. The gofpel, inftead of flatter- 
ing, tells him that nothing is to be done while be re- 
mains as he now is ; that in his prefent ftate, he is ip- 
capable of performing its duties, and of relifhing its 
joys ; thiat he must be transformed^ or he " cannot 
" enter into the Kingdom of God." And what it in- 
difpeiifably requires, it provides for and fecures ; hence 
all is order and harmony. For every thing in the fub- 
lime difpenfation of the gofpel, and the conftitution of 
the chriftian church is new ; we have '* a new covc- 
" nant ;" we havfe a- " new Jerufalem, which is the 
^* motfter of us all' :*' *^ we approach God by a new 
*^ and a living way :" we fing ** a new fong :" we are 
callied'by ^* a nev^ name :*' " according to- his promife, 
^' wfe look for NEW heavens, and a new earth, where- 
^* ill dwelfeth righteoufnefs :'• **He that fitteth up. 
•*'on the" throne, faith, behofd I create all things 
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" NEW." Do you wonder therefore, my brethren, 
that we are required to ** put off the old man with his 
" deeds ; and to put on the new man ;" to *' walk 
" in NEWNESS of life ;" to ferve him in " the new- 
*^ NESS of the Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the let- 
*' ter ?" that we are affured " that neither circumcifion 
" availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but a new 
" creature ?" and " that if any man be in Chrift, he 
is a new creature ;" that '' old things are paffed 
away, and behold all things are become new ?" 
Thirdly, He gives " them an heart of flesh." It 
was a heart of " ftonfe" before. ^ Take a ftone, feel it, 
how cold ! Strike it, it refifts the blow. Lay upon it 
a burden, it feels no preffure. Apply a feal, it re- 
ceives no impreffion. Such were your hearts once,, 
thus cold, impenetrable, fenfelefs, unyielding, and un- 
fufceptible. What a mercy is it to have this curfe re- 
moved, and to have "hearts of flefli!" to be able to feel y 
to fe^l fpifitually ; to be alive to " the powers of the 
" world to cpme !" to be no longer infenfible to divine 
and heavenly things, when they come in contaft with, 
us ! And remember, chriftians, this holy fenfibility is 
evidenced, not only by your pleafing emotions, but alfo 
by your diftreffing ones. Your tears of forrow indi- 
cate fenfation, as well as your tears of joy. Is not 
pain a proof of feeling ? Yes, the chriftian's heart is 
" an heart of flefli." Bring it to the word of God, it 
feels. " My heart," fays David, "ftandeth in awe of 
" thy word." He " trembles at thy word," fays 
Ifaiah. He opens it with reverence ; he bows to its 
authority ; he often compares himfelf vnth its de^ 
^[lands ; he reads the charafter and doom of apoftates. 
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and turns pale ; he dreads its threatenings, and longs 
for an infereft in its promifes ! O how many feelings 
will one iermon fet in motion ! 

Bring it to fm, it feels. A tender confcience, like 
the eye, is offended with a mote. A dead corpfe is 
unaffefted with the deepeft wound ; the point of a 
needle makes the living body to writhe. While others 
do not groan, though charged with heinous crimes, 
the chriftian complains even of infirmities, of wander- 
ing thoughts, of earthly affeftions ; and a look from his 
offended Lord, will make him " go out and weep 
" bitterly.'' 
Bring it to the difpenfations of Providence, it feels* 
My flefli trembleth for fear of thee,, and lam afraid 
of thy righteous judgments." Or does he profper ? 
He is no ftranger to a fear, left " his table fhould be- 
*^ come a /hare, and a trap, and a ftumbling block, and 
*^ a recompence unto him.'* 

Bring it to the divine glory, it feels. " Rivers of 
waters run down mine eyes, becaufe men keep not 
thy law.'' 

Bring it to the concerns of others, it feels. " He 
weeps with them that weep. He confiders them 
that are in adverfity, as bound with them." " Who 
*' is weak, and he is not weak ? who is offended, 
*^ and he burns not ?" For a tender heart is always 
accompanied with a tender hand, and a tender tongue. 
Such is the difpofition which is formed in all the 
fubjefts of divine grace ; and why is it produced ? 
To enable us to obferve the whole revealed will of 
God, in a courfe of cheerful and aftive obedience.. 
This, 
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in. Brings us to obferve the practice which re- 
ligion d^niands : " That they may walk in my stat- 
" uTES,and keep mine ordinances, and'Do them.'* * 
It is tlrange, that a fyftem of religion fhould be ever 
advanced, which if it comprehend obedience and good 
works at all, places them in a very inferior fituation ; 
feems always afraid to bring them forward ; dares not 
hold them forth as the end and perfeftion of the whole, 
to which every thing elfe leads, and in which every 
thing elfe is to terminate ; or infift on their being fa 
effentially neceffary, that without them all our pret^i-* 
lions to godlinefs are vain. But in this decifive man- 
ner does he fpeak of them, *' who came to bear wit- 
** nefs to the truth." " Not every one that faith unto 
*^ me. Lord, Lord, (hall enter into the kingdom of 
** heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
*^ who is in heaven.'' " If ye know thefe things, happy 
" are ye if ye do them.'* ''He that hath my com- 
<' mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that lov^ > 
*' ETH me." 

But is it not equally abfurd to expert this praftice 
where there is nothing to fecure it ? or to fuppofe that 
a man's life will be in perpetual contradifldon to all hiis 
biais and inclinations ? " Do men gather grapes of 
'' thorns, or figs of thifties ? Even fo every good tree 
'' bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bring- 
*' eth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannott bring 

forth >evil fruit : rifeither c an a corrupt tree bring forth 

good fruit." In order, therefore, to do juftice to this 
part of our fubjefl:; I would ftate two remarks, which 
we hope you will always remember and unite. Krftj 
principle muft precede praftice. Secondly, praOice 
mud follow principle. 
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Firft, Obferve the order in which thefe things are 
arranged. " I will give them one heart, and I will 
'^ put a new fpirit within you : and I will lake the ftony 
*' heart out of their flefli, and will give them an heart 
*' of flefli ; THAT they may walk in my ftatutes, and 
" keep mine ordinances, and do them/* Thus prin- 
ciple precedes praftice, and prepares for it. And 
here I admire the plan of the gofpel ; to make the 
fruit good, it makes the tree fo ; to cleanfe the ftreani, 
it purifies the fountain ; it renews the nature, and the 
life becomes holy of courfe. What is the religion of 
too many ? They are like machines impelled by force ; 
they are inftuenced only by external confiderations. 
Their hearts are not engaged. Heftice in every reli- 
gious ekercifethey perform a ta(k. They would love 
God much better, if he would excufe them from die 
hateful obligation. ITiey put off thefe duties as long 
as poflible, refort to them with reluftance, adjuft the 
pjfeafure with a niggardly grudge, and are glad of any 
t^xcufe for negleft. While labouring at the drudgery, 
they entertain hard thoughts of the cruel Tafcmafter, 
whp can impofe fuch feveri ties upon them, and figh in- 
wardly '* when will the fabbath be over ?*' When (hall 
We unbend from thefe fpiritual reftraints, and feel 
ourfelves at liberty in the world ? Can this be religion ? 
Is there any thing in this, fuitable to the nature of God, 
^^ who is a Spirit ?" or to the demands of God, who 
Cries, " My fon, give me thine heart ;" "ferve the 
Lord with gladnefs, and come before his prefence 
with finging ?** Behold a man hungry, he needs lib 
argumait to iiiduce him to eat. See that mother j Ihfe 
heeds no motive to determine her to cherifli her dar* 
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ling babe ; nature impels. The dbedience of the chrif- 
tian is natural, and hence it is pleafant and invariable ; 
" he runs and is not weary, he walks and is not faint/' 
Secondly, It is equally true that praftice muft follow 
principle. The one is the neceffary consequence 
of the other.^ This influence will operate ; if it be 
fire, it will burn ; if it be leaven, it will pervade and 
aflimilate ; if it be in us " a well of water,'' it will 
" fpring up into everlafting life." The one is the 
proper evidence of the other. The caufe is afcer- 
tained by the effeO:. It is not neceflfary to lay open 
the body of a tree, to determine by the grain, to which 
clafs it belongs : there is an eafier, and a furer mode 
of judging ; " the tree is known by its fruits." Some, 
while leading very indifferent lives, tell us their hearts 
are good ; but goodnefs in the heart will appear in 
the life ; a good confcience will always be accom- 
panied with a good converfation ; and though faith 
juftifies the foul, works juftify faith — " fhew me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will fhew thee my faith 
by my works." The one is the chief recommenda- 
tion of the other. It is by praftice only you can 
'(hew the value of principle. Your views and feelings 
are beyond the reach of others % your experience is 
invifible ; but it is otherwife with your aftions ; thefe 
come under their obfervation ; and they can form an 
eflimate of your religion, by the excellency of its in- 
fluence. And when your lives correfpond with your 
profeflion ; when you are " followers of God as dear 
** children ;" when you are humble in profperity j 
cheerful in adverfity ; ready to forgive ; willing to bear 
one another's burdens j attentive to the duties, of 
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your ftatiojis, and unblamable in every relation ; you 

are perpetually magnifying your religion ; you " adoni 

'^ the doftrine of God your Saviour ;'* you " put to 

" fiknce the ignorance of foolifli men ;** you fome- 

times allure them, according to the inftruftive admo- 

jfiition of our Saviour, " Let your light fo fhine before 

" men, that they may see your good works, and 

*' GLORIFY YOUR Father which is in heaven/* 

And with what is all this connefted ? " They fliall be 

my people, and I " will be their God/* This (hews us, 

IV. The blefled privilege of the righteous. For* 
here we are to contemplate their honour and their hap- 
pinefs ; every thing depends upon this relation. ^'-Bleff- 
*' ed are the people that are in fuch a tafe, yea, happy 
^* is that people whofe God is the Lord.'* 

When " God gave promife to Abraham, becaufe 
*' He could fwear by no greater. He fware by himfelf;** 
when he would blefs his people, becaufe He could give 
them no greater. He gave himfelf. They are all a 
nation of Levites, for " the Lord is their inheritance;** 
and it is " a goodly'* one ; it " gives grace and glory, 
" and no good thing does** it " withhold from them 
« that walk uprightly.** « It is profitable unto all 
*' things, having promife of the life that now is, and of 
*' that which is to come.** 

Confidef the meaning of the langqage. It is more 
than if ,He faid, I will be thy friend, thy helper, thy 
benefaftor ; for thefe are relations derived from crea- 
tures, and therefore notions of limited fignificancy. 
But when He fays, " I will be thy God,** He takes an 
ittiage from Himfelf, ^d .engages to do us good ac- 

L 
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cording to the all-fuificiency of an infinite nature ; to 
beftow upon us bleflings which are peculiar to Deity ; 
to do for us what Deity alone can do, and to do it di- 
vinely } to pardon, and to pardon lilce a God ; to 
fanftify, and to fanftify like a God ; to comfort, and 
to comfort like a God ; to glorify, and to glorify like 
a God ; God appearing all along, in the manner, as 
well as in the mercy, 

Confider alfo' the nature of the claim. He is real- 
ly yours. In nothing elfe have you fuch a propriety* 
Your time is not your own j your riches are not your 
own ; your children are not your own ; your bodies,, 
and your fpirits, are not your own ; but God is yours 
by abfolute promife and donation ; and you may join 
with the church of old, and fay, " God, even our own 
'^ God, fhall blefs us.** And He is wholly yours ; all 
He is, all He poiTefles ; the perfedions of his nature, 
the difpenfations of his providence, the blefEngs of his 
falvation, the treafures of his word, all are become 
your own ; and what Benhadad faid to the king of If- 
rael, and what the father of the prodigal faid to the 
elder brother, God fays to each of you, " I am thine, 
" and all that I have :** " Son, thou art ever with me, 
" and all that I have is thine." And He is yours for ever; 
the union is indiffoluble ; his duration is the tenure of 
your blifs ; as long as He lives. He will be your God. 

Once more ; Confider the final ifTue of the connec- 
tion. The relation is intended to difplay the imnienfity 
of his benevolence, and of his munificence towards his 
people. It does much for them here ; and when they 
refleflt upon their original meannef§, and continued 
unworthinefs, and confider what they have received. 
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they are filled with wonder, and exclaim, " What 
" manner of love is this !'* " what fliall I render to the 
" Lord for all his benefits towards me !" But " they 
*^ iha/1 fee greater things than thefe." They have now 
oniy " the firft fruits of the Spirit :" " the eamcft of 
" their inheritance." Their alliance with God is of- 
ten concealed from others, and fyom themfelves ; and 
the advantages it produces are icircumfcribed by the 
world in which we live, and the body of this death ; 
it has not room in which to operate, or time in which 
to expand. We are therefore led to look forward ; 
and what the apoftle fays with regard to the patri- 
archs, will apply to all his people ; *' wherefore God 
*' is not afliamed to be called their God, for he hath 
'' prepared for them a city.'* What an intimation of 
his infinite goodnefs is here 1 He would be afhamed of 
the relation into which He has entered, if He confer- 
red no more upon his followers than the benefits they 
derive fi-om Him on earth. Behold then an eternity 
fucceeding time ; a new fyftem prepared to receive 
them ; an happinefs in referve, of which they can now 
form no adequate conception ! When He has ex- 
changed their dungeon for a palace ; when He has 
^' wiped away all tears from their eyes ;'* when He has 
eafed every pain ; fulfilled every defire, realized every 
hope ; when He has changed " this vile body," and 
faftiioned it like the " glorious body" of the Saviour ; 
when He has entirely expelled fin from their nature, 
and prefented them, ^' faultlefs before the prefence 
" of his glory with exceeding joy," then the char- 
after will be fully difplayed, and the relation com- 
pletely juftified ; and all hell and heaven will exclaim, 



84 The Nature of Genuine Religion. . [Ser, iv. 

" He has not deceived them. He has been their 
« God/'— 

— ^I divide this affembIy.into three claffes ; and, firft, 
I addrefs thofe who are carelefs of thisbleffed relation. 
Such were many of the Jews of old ; " Ifrael,*' fays 
God, " would have none of me." And you are of 
the fame number. You fay by your aftions, if not by 
your words, " depart from us, for we defire not the 
" knowledge of thy ways." You are afking, '^who 
•* will fhew us any good ?" but you do not, and you 
know you do not, pray, " Lord, lift thou up the light 
y of thy countenance upon me." But is it a vain 
thing to feek God, or to ferve Him ? Allowing other 
things to be valuable, are they to be compared with 
God, who is the portion of his people ? Bat they are 
not valuable ; they cannot give fatisfaftion ; they leave 
a void unfilled ; they cannot eafe the anguifh . of a 
troubled confcience, fuftain the foul in trouble, or fub- 
due the fear of death ; they fail in thofe feafons and 
circumftances, in which you moft need their aid. 
And for thefe, will you hazard the lofs of the fupreme. 
good ? Will you "follow lying vanities, and forfake 
your own mercies ?" "Have the workers of iniquity 
no knowledge ?" Now youknow not the magnitude 
of your lofs. You are not aware of the full ^meaning 
of the word " depart ;" go from the God of life, go 
from the Source of all confolation, go from all mercy 
and grace for ever. Now you are not abandoned to 
refleftion ; you are bufied, and entertained ; and 
though not fatisfied, you are diverted. But, 

— O ye gay dreamers of gay dreams, 
How will you weather an eternal night, 
Where fuch expedients fail ? 



4-c 
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A lofe is to be meafured by the worth of the thing we 
lofe ; and you lofe God ! Other loffes may be cor- 
reftive, but this is deftrudHve ; other loflfes may befall 
friends, but this only befalls enemies ; other lofTes may 
be retrieved, this is irreparable. Is He willing to be- 
C6me mine ? He is ; He condefcends to expoftulate, 
to invite, to prefs : " Wherefore do ye Ipend money 
^^ for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 
^^ which fatisfieth not ? - hearken diligently imto me> 
*^ and eat ye that which is good, and let you foul de- 
^' light itfelf in fatnefs : incline your ear, and come 
i^ unto me ; hear, and youi^ foul fhall live ; and I will 
*^ make an everlafting covenant with you, even the 
^^ fure mercies of David." " Seek ye the Lord while 
^* he may be found •, call upon him while he is near.** 
Secondly, I would addrefs thofe who are of a doubt- 
ful mind. For while jfome claim the relation, to whom 
it does not belong ; fome, to whom it belongs, are 
afraid to claim it. Now this is lamentable ; for if 
God be yours, and you know it not, you fuftain a 
vaft lofs of confolation. Befides, it is poflTible for you 
to obtain " a good hope through grace.'* The prom- 
He implies a poffibility of decifion ; '* They fliall call 
*^ upon my name, and I will hear them : I will say it 
" is my people ; and they fhall say the Lord is my 
*^ God.** And why cannot you fay this ? Have you 
diffolved connexion with the world, and taken " hold 
'' of the fkirt of him that is a Jew, faying, I will go 
** with you, for I have heard that God is with you ?** 
Can you eafily make the language of his praying fol- 
lowers your own ? and is this the effence of every de- 
fire you feel ? " Remember me, O Lord, with the 



«6 The Nature of Genuine Religion. [Ser. iv. 






favour thou beareft to thy people : O vifit me with 
thy falvation ; that I may fee the good of thy chofen, 
that I may rejoice in the goodnefs of thy nation, 
that I may glory with thine inheritance." When 
your minds rove through the univerfe, finding no fub- 
ftitute for Him, do you come back and afk, " where is 
*' God my maker, who giveth fongs in the night ?'* 
After comparing communion with Him to every other 
conceivable good, can you fay, "whom have I in heaven 
*' but Thee, and there is none upon earth that I defire 
" befides Thee?** When the ambaffadors of a certain 
nation came to the Romans, offering to be their allies, 
and were refufed, they faid. Well, if we cannot be your 
allies, we will be your fubje£i:s ; we will not be your 
enemies. Can you fay. Lord, I will be thine ; I will 
not be mine own ; if I am not received as a friend, I 
will be a fervant ; I never ca^i be thy foe ? And you 
are wifliing to be able to " say He is my God.** Why 
you have said it ; having thus chofen Him, be affured 
he has chofen you ; having thus given yourfelves to 
Him, be affured He has given Himfelf to you ; if you 
are thus his, be affured He is yours. 

Thirdly, Are there none in the divine prefence, who 
are enabled to fay, as the language both of devotion 
and of confidence, " my Lord, and my God ?** FoK 
low the example of the church, publifh the fame of 
His goodnefs,and animate others to join you in praifing 
Him. " Behold God is my falvation, I will trufl: and 
^' not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is my flrength 
^^and my fong, he alfo is become my falvation." 
Plead your intereft in Him in all your dangers, tro'u^ 
bles, and neceffities. Envy . non^ their worldly difr 
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• 
tin^ons ; remember your pre-eminence ; ** you are 

" the fons and daughters of the Lord almighty.** Do 
not complain becaufe they may poffefs things, of which 
you are deprived ; you have a God, they have none j 
you can fuftain a lofs uninjured, they would be un- 
done ; it would be taking away their all. If your ta- 
per be extinguifhed, you have a fun ; but when " the 
" candle of the wicked is put out,** they are involved 
in darknefs, " darknefs that may be felt.** Honour 
your God by living upon his fulnefs, and endeavour- 
ing by faith to realize in Him, every thing you feek 
for, in vain, in yourfelves, or in creatures. Obferve 
theaddrefs of Moses to the Ifraelites, " What nation 
*' is there so great, who hath God fo nigh ulata 
** them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we 
** call upon him for ?** They were, an incotifiderable 
body, confined in a wildemefs, the* arts ajjd fciences, 
and commerce, were all with their enemies ; they had 
the fame raiment they wore out of Egypt forty years 
before ; and had no provifion for a fingle day. But 
their peculiar greatness arofe from their neamefs 
to God. In having Him they had all ; Hepoffeffed, 
and could immediately produce the fupplies their ne- 
ceflities required ; they had only to afe and have. 
When David was plundered, and (tripped of all he had 
inZiglag ; it is faid, he " encouraged himfelf in the 
" Lord his God** — He was left. Thus a chriftian who 
has nothing, pofTeffes all things. Creatures may aban« 
^ don him, but his God will never leave nor forfake him. 
Friends may die, but the Lord liveth. His " heart and 
" his flelh may fail, but God is the ftrength of his 
** heart, and his portion for ever.** "The heavens may 
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" p2|fs away with a great noife, and the elements melt 
" with fervent heat, the earth and the wprfcs that 
" are therein may be burned up** — ^he ftands up- 
on the afhes of a univerfe, and exclaims, I have Jofl: 
nothing! 



SERMON V. 



THE TOUNG ADMONISHED, 



1 Kings, xviii. 12. 
I /ear the Lord from my youth. 

These are the words oiP Obadiahk 
From his fituation and office, he appears to have been 
a perfon of fome diftindion, for " he was the governor 
*' of Ahab's houfe/* But what we admire in him, and 
with which only we have to do, is the piety that mark- 
ed his charafter. ** He feared the Lord greatly j** 
and gave evidence of it in a feafon of extreme danger : 
*' for he took an hundred prophets, and hid them by 
*' fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water/' 
And 3s his religion was fuperior jn its degree, fo it was 
early in its commencement. For, lays he, in his ad- 
drefs to Elijah, " I fear the Lord from my youth.** 
And herein, my young friends^ we propofe him th^ 
evening as your example. In your imitation of him, 
many are concerned, though none are fp deeply in- 
terefted as yourfelves. 

T-The preacher who addreffes you is concerned. 
He longs "after you all in thebowielsof JefusChrift.*' 
Indeed if minifters defire to be uf^ul, th^y cannot h^ 

' M ■ ' 
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indifferent to you. You would prove their beft help- 
ers ; you would roufe the (Jarelefs ; you would re- 
proach thofe of riper years ; you would decide the 
Wavering young. It is in your power to build up our 
churches, and to change the^noral face of our neigh- 
bourhood. " The wildernefs, and the folitary place, 
" fhallbe made glad for" you, "and the defert {hall re- 
joice, and bloffom as the rofe.^* 

— Behold {landing near your preacher, yjour frietids, 
your relations, your parents, hearing for you with 
trembling, and prayers, and tears. Thy father is fay- 
ing, " my fon, if thou be wife, my heart {hall rejoice, 

even mine.*' The woman who bare thee is^ faying. 

What, my fon, and what the fon of my womb, and 

what the fon of my vows !*' 

— Behold too your fellow-citizens, your country- 
men. I imagine all thofe affembled here this even- 
ing, with whom you are to have any future connexions 
by friend{hip, by alliance, by bufinefs ; whofe kin- 
dred you are to efpoufe, whofe offices you are to fill ; 
thefe I afk, is it a matter of indifference, whether the 
rifing generation be infidel and immoral, or influenced 
by confcience, and governed by Scripture ? Where 
is the perfon, who has any regard for the welfare of 
the nation, for focial order, for relative life, for per- 
fonal happinefs, who would not immediately exclaim, 
*• Rid me and deliver me from the hand of {Irange 
** children ; whofe mouth fpeaketh vanity, and theif 
*' right hand is a right hand of wifehood : that our fons 
" may be as plants grown up in their youth j and that 
"our daughters maybe as comer Hones, poli{hed 
*• after the fimilitude of a palace/^ 
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•—Behold the bleffed God looking down front 
heaven^blendinghis claims with your welfare, and urg- 
ing the language of command, and of promife : " Re- 
" member thy Creator in the days of thy youth ;** 
" they that feek me early, fliall find me/* Thefe are 
parties concerned in thefuccefs of this endeavour. But, 
va:^ young friends, there are characters here more 
deeply interefted than all thefe ; they are yourfelves. 
To be pious in early years, is to be " wife for your- 
" SELVES :'* it is your privilege, (hall I fay, more than 
your duty? Yes, the gain will be principally your own. 
How fliall I convince you of this ? How fliall I make 
you feel the importance of it ? We fliall take three 
views of the fubjedt. We fliall consider youth as 

THE most favourable SEASON JN WHICH TO COM- 
MENCE A RELIGIOUS COURSE ; SHEW THE BENEFI^ 
CIAL INFLUENCE OF EARLY PIETY OVER YOUR ^Xi-* 
TURE LIFE ; AND EXAMINE, IN THIS AWFUL CON- 
CERN, THE CPNSEQU^NCES OV PROCRASTINATION. 

Part I, If unhappily the wickednefs of any of our 
older hearers fliould have rendered infidelity neceflary, 
and they fliould have abandoned a fyfiiem hoflile only to 
fin % we are " perfuaded,'* my young friends, " better 
^' things of you.^* We prefume that you are all ready 
to acknowledge the importance of religion, and that 
if any of you were aflced whether you had refolved 
never to purfue it, but in the negleft of it to live and 
die, you would be fliocked at the quefl:ion. Since 
then you believe godllnefs to be the one thing needful, 
and determine on a religious courfe, I would propofe 
youth as the mofl: favourable feafon in which to com-' 
menceitt ^ 
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It is, firft, a period which prefents the feweft obfta^ 
eles. It is far from my defign to hold forth real reHgion 
as an eafy thing at any period of life. I believe the 
doftrine of human depravity ; I know the images the 
facred writers employ to defcribe the arduous nature 
of the fpiritual life ; I hear our Saviour faying, " Strive 
** to enter in at the ftrait gate ; for many will feek to 
" enter in, and (hall not be able." But if there be 
difficulties, thefe difficulties will increafe with our 
years ; and the feafon of youth will be found to con- 
tain the feweft obftacles, whether we confider your ex- 
ternal circumftances, your natural powers, or your 
moral habits. Now you are moft free from thofe 
troubles which will embitter, from thofe cares which 
will perplex, from thofe fchemes which will engrofs, 
from thofe engagements which will hinder you, in 
more advanced and connefted life. Now the body 
poffeffes health and ftrength ; the memory is recep- 
tive and tenacious ; the fancy glows ; the mind is 
lively and vigorous. Now the underftanding is more 
docile ; it is not crowded with notions ; it has not by 
continued attention to one clafs of objefls, received a 
direftion from which it is unable to turn, to contem- 
plate any thing elfe, without violence ; the brain is 
not impervious ; all the avenues to the inner man 
are not blocked up ; to cure a dead man, and to teach 
an old one, fays a heathen philofopher, are talks equals 
ly hopelefs.. Now the foul is capable of deeper and 
more abiding impreffions j the affeftions are more 
eafily touched and moved ; we are more acceffible to 
the influence of joy and forrow, hope and fear j we 
engage in an enterprife with more expeftation, and a^*-. 
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dour, and zeal. Evil difpofitions alfo grow with 
time, and are confirmed by exercife, " Can the Ethi- 
^^ opian change his fkin, or the leopard his fpots ? 
^^ tlren may ye alfo do good, that are accuftomed to 
^^ do evil." A man wiflies to eradicate — ^is his talk Hke- 
ly to become eafier by fuffering the (hrub to grow year 
after year, till it becomes a tree, and is fo deep rooted 
as to defy even a ftorm ? A diforder has feized the 
body — common fenfe fays, take it in time, fend im- 
mediately for aid ; by continuance it becomes invet- 
erate, and baffles the (kill and the force of medicine. 
An enemy has declared war — and furely he is no 
friend who advifes you, inftead of advancing forward, * 
and feizihg the moft advantageous pofitions, to remain 
inaftive, till the adversary ftriding oti, gains pafs after 
pals, and fortifies for himfelf what he has taken from 
yoii j fpreads over your territory, and fubfiftfe at your 
expenfe, or with impoverilhed refources compels you 
to rifk every thing on the iffue of one defperate en- 
counter. "Who is the perfon intended by all thefe 
reprefentations of folly ? You, O young man, who by 
your delays are increafmg an hundred fold all the ob- 
ftacles of a religious life. 

Secondly, The days of youth are of all others the 
moft honourable period in which to begin a courfe of 
godlinefs. Under the legal economy, the first was 
to be chofen.fdr God; the first born of man; the 
FIRST born of beafts; the first fruits of the field. 
It was an honour becoming the God they worfhipped, 
to ferve Him firft. This duty, my young friends, 
you, and you alone, can fpiritualize and fulfil, by giv- 
ing Him who deferves all your lives, the firft born of 
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your days, and the firft fruits of your reafon, and your 
affeftions. And never will you have fuch an oppor- 
tunity to prove the goodnefs of your motives, as you 
now poffefs. *^ Now," fays God, ^' I know that thou 
" feareft me ;*' but fee an old man : what does he of- 
fer? His riches? — ^but he can ufe them no more. 
His pleafures ? — ^but he can enjoy them no longer. 
His honour ?-— but it is withered on his brow. His 
authority ? — ^but it has dropped from his feeble hand. 
He leaves his fins.; but itisbecaufe they will no lon- 
ger bear him company. He flies from the world ; but 
it is becaufe he is burnt out. He enters the temple ; 
but it is as a fanftuary ; it is only to take hold of the 
horns of the altar ; it is a refuge, not a place of de- 
votion he feeks ; and i^eed we wonder if he fhould 
hear a voice from the moft excellent glory ; " Ye have 
brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the 
fick : thus ye brought an offering : fhould I accept 
this of your hands ? faith the Lord of hofls. But 
*' curfed be the deceiver, who hath in his flock a male, 
*' and voweth, and facrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt 
thing : for I am a great king, faith the Lord of hofts, 
and my name is dreadful among the heathen.** But 
you who confecrate to Him your youth, you do not 
profanely tell him to fufpend his claims till the refl are 
ferved ; till you have fatisfied the world and the flefh, 
his degrading rivals. You do not fend Him forth to 
gather among ftubble the gleanings of life, after the 
enemy has fecured the harveft. You are not like 
thofe, who if they reach Immanuel land, are forced 
thither by fliip wreck; you failed thither by intention; 
^hen you weighed anchor, you thought of it ; it was 
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" the delired haven/* You do not (hun the world 
after a long experience of its vanity and vexation ; but 
you have the honour of believing the teftimony of God 
concerning it, and of deciding without a trial. You 
do not yield to God when every other folicitor is gone; 
but you adore him, while you are adored by others ; 
and guarding your paffions and fenfes, you prefs 
through a thoufand allurements, faying, *' whom have 
" I in heaven but Thee, and there is none upon earth 
^* that I defire befides Thee." Religion is always an 
ornament; it does not refufe age, but it looks exquilite- 
ly attractive and fuitable when worn by youth. In the 
old, it is alone ; it is a whole ; it decorates wrinkles 
and ruins. In the young, it is a connexion and a fin- 
ifh ; it unites with bloom, it adds to every accomplifh- 
ment, gives a luftre to every excellency, and a charm 
to every grace. And as our early years fumifh a 
feafon, in which to commence a religious life, attend- 
ed with the feweft difficulties, and produdtive of the 
highell honour ; fo it is. 

Thirdly, The moft profitable ; and at no other pe- 
riod can we begin fo advantageoully. It requires no 
laboured reafoning to prove this. Only admit that 
there are innumerable benefits infeparable from reli- 
gion, that " her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
her paths are peace ;'* that " godlinefs is profitable 
unto all things, having promife of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come ;** and the fooner it 
is embraced, the longer will the privilege be enjoyed; 
every hour is an hour of lofs. Can you be happy too 
foon ? Is it defirable to " feed" another day ** upon 
" alhes," while « angel's food" is placed within your 
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view, and within your reach ? If there be innumerable 
evils infeparable from fin ; if " the way of tranfgref- 
" fors be hard ;" if there be " no peace to the wick- 
" ed ;" if " the gall of bitternefs" be conneded with 
** the bonds of iniquity ;^^ if "the wag^es of fin is 
" death ;'* and " thefe are the true fayings of God/* 
then the earlier the deliverance, the greater the privi- 
lege. Thofe who approached pur Saviour in the days 
of his flelh, defired an immediate relief from their op- 
preffing maladies. Bartimeus did not fay, " J.ord, 
*' that I may receive my fight" — ^but not fp foon ; I 
wifh to enjoy my blindnefs fome time longer. The 
leper did not fay, " Lord, if thou wilt, thou canftmake 
" me clean ;'* — and I hope at fome future feafon I 
ihall be healed ; but I cannot refign my difeafe for 
fome years. In another cafe, a poor wanderer, who 
has miffed his way in a journey of importance, would 
deem it an advantage to be fet right fpeedily. But you 
wilhfirft to go far aftray, though you muft retread every 
ftep, exhaufting your ftrength and your time by your 
return, and in danger of feeing the day end,' before 
jou have reached the road, in which your journey is 
to begin. Such loffes and injuries are occafioned by 
delay ; and where the foul is faved,. and fin is pardon- 
ed, in how many inftances are late converts " made 
" to poffefs the iniquities of their yputh !'* This brings 
us. 

Part IL To confider the beneficial influence of 
early piety over the remainder of your days. Youth 
is the fpring of life; and by this will be deterjiiined 
the glory of fummer,. the abundance of .autumn, the 
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provifion of winter. It is the morning of life, and if 
the Sun oi righteoufnefs does not difpel the moral 
mifts and fogs before noon, the whole day generally 
remains overfpread and gloomy. It is the feed time ; 
and " what a man foweth, that fliall he alfo reap.** 
Every thing of importance is affefted by religion in 
this period of life. 

Piety m youth will have a good influence over your 
bodies. It will preferve them from difeafe and de- 
formity. Sin varioufly tends to the injury of health ; 
and often by intemperance the conftitution is fo im- 
paired, that late l^eligion is unable to reftore what ear- 
ly religion would have prevented. The unpleafant- 
nefs which you fee in many faces, is more the eflfe£t of 
evil tempers brooding within, while the features are 
forming and maturing, than of any natural defedt. 
After fuch difagreeable traits are eftablifhed, religion 
comes too late to alter the phyfiognottiy of the coun- 
tenance ; and thus is obliged, however lovely in itfelf, 
to wear through life a face corroded with envy, ma- 
lignant with revenge, fcowling with fufpicion and dif- 
truft, or haughty with fcom and contempt. 

Early piety will have a good influence over your 
f(?cular concerns. Nothing is fo likely to raife a man 
in the world* It produces a fair charafter ; it pro- 
cures confidence and efteem ; it promotes diligence, 
frugality, and charity ; it attracts the blefling of heav* 
en, which ** maketh rich, and addeth no forrow with 
"it.** "For they that honour me, I will honour." 
" Honour the Lord with thy fubftance, and with the 
^^firft fruits of all thy increafe ; fo fhall thy bams be 
" filled with plenty, and thy prefles fhall gufh out 

N 
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" with new wine)/' " Seek ye firft the kingdom of 
*' God, and his righteoufnefs, and all thefe things {ball 
" be added unto you/' 

Early piety will have a good influence to fecure you 
from all thofe dangers to which you are expofed in a 
feafon of life the moft pverilous. Conceive of a youth 
entering a world like this, deftitute of the prefiding, 
governing care df religion ; his pafBons high, his pru- 
dence weak ; impatient, rafh, confident ; without ex* 
perience ; a thoufand avenues of feduftion opening 
around him, and a fyren voice finging at the entrance 
of each ; pleafed with- appearances, and embracing 
them for realities ; joined by evil company ; enfnared 
by erroneous publications : — ^the hazards, my young 
friends, exceed all the alarm I can give ; and you may 
flatter yourfelves, that your own good fenfe and moral 
feelings will fecure you ; but " he that trufleth in his 
" own heart is a fool.'* The power of temptation, the 
force of example, the mfluence of circumflances in 
new and untried (ituations, are inconceivable ; they 
baffle the clearefl convidlion, and the firmefl refolu- 
tion; and often render us an aflonifhment to our- 
felves. " Trufl in the Lord with all thine heart, and 
" lean not to thine own underftanding ; in all tfiy ways 
"acknowledge Him^ and He fhalldirea thy paths/' 
Follow Him, and " thou fhalt walk in thy way fafely, 
" and Irhy foot fhall not ftumble/' His grace and 
his providence will be thy guard and thy conduftor. 
And " wilt thou not from this time cry unto" Him, 
" My Father, thou art the Guide of my youth ?" 

Early piety will have a beneficial influence in forming 
your connexions, and eflablifhing your plans for life ; 

ft. 
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for you will aflc counfel of the Lord, and arrange all 
your fcheme« under the fuperiiitendency of Scripture, 
which contains his unerring views of things,, Thofe 
changes which a perfon who. becomes religious in 
manhood is obliged to make, are always very embar- 
raiSng. With what difficulty do fome good men ef- 
tabliih family worfliip, after living, in the view of chil- 
dren and fervants, fo long in the negleft of it ; but 
this would have been avoided, had they early follow- 
ed the example of Joftiua, *' as for me and my houfe, 
*' we will ferve the Lord/* How hard is it to difen- 
tangle ourfelves from affociates, with whom we have 
been long faniiliar, and who have proved a fnare to our 
fouls 1 but we Ihould never have linked ourfelves with 
them, had we early liftened to the voice of truth ; 
** my fon^ if fmners entice thee, confent thou not :'*^ 
" he that walketh with wife men fhall be wife, and a 
** companion of fools fhall be deflroyed." Some evils 
are remedilefs ; perfons have formed alliances which 
they cannot diffolve ; but they did not walk by the 
irulp, " be ye not unequsjly yoked together with unbe- 
^' lievers." They are now wedded to mifery all their 
days ; and repentance, inflead of vifiting them like a 
faithful friend, to chide them when they do . wrong, 
and withdraw, is quartered upon them for life. 

We ;may view the influence of youthful piety, as 
connefted with your fpiritual progrefs and pleafure; 
In every fcience, profeffion andbuflnefs, early applica- 
tion is deemed necefTary to future excellency; He is 
not likely to furpafs others, who began long after them. 
As foon as the grand purpofe of a man is. fixed, hehas 
fomething always to regulate him, always to engage 
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him ; he fecures much a£kion, which would otha'wife 
be difperfed and ufelefs ; he avails himfetf of all acci-t 
dental afliftance, and turns every itream into thisi 
fwelling channel. An early dedication alfo renders z, 
religious life more eafy and pleafant. Ufe facilitates ; 
a irepetition of aftion produces habits, and habits form- 
ed, yield delight in thofe exercifes which formed them. 
What was irkfome at firft, becomes by cuftom agreea- 
ble, and we even refufe a change* And this is pe-i 
culiarly the cafe here ; for religion will bear examina-* 
tion ; it improves on intimacy ; frefh excellencies are 
perpetually difcovered ; frefh fuccours are daily affords 
ed \ and every new viftory infpires new hope, and pro- 
duces new energy. 

Your piety, my young friends, will be of unfpeaka<t 
ble advantage in the calamities of life. Thefe you 
cannot reafonably expeft to efcape. " Man is bom 
'^ to trouble." Whatever affords us pleafure, has pow^ 
cr to give us pain. Poffeffions are precarious. Friends 
die. When his gourds wither, what becomes of th^ 
wretch who has no other Ihade ? But " to the upright 
** there arifeth light in the darknefs.'* Though di- 
vine grace does not enfure them exemption from ca-i 
lamity, it turns the curfe into a blefling ; it enters the 
houfe of mourning, and foothes the troubled mind ; it 
prepares us Tor all, fuftains in all, fanftifies by all, and 
delivers us from all. 

Early piety will blefs old age. When the " evil 
^* days come, and the years draw near, in which you 
«' will fay we have no pleafure j'* when " the clouds 
" return after the rain ;" when *^ thofe that look out 
*•• at the windows are darkened ;" when " the graf^^ 
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^^ h&ppet is it burden, and defire fiuts/^ and you are 

a];)proachiiig your ** long home,** you ^1 not be def. 

Cttute of confolation. Your ** hoary hairs are a crown 

** of glory,'* for " they are found in the way of 

•^rfg-hteoufnefs,** You enjoy the efteem and affiftance 

dfthofe who have witneffed your worth, and been 

bJeffed by your example. God views you as an ** old 

^* difciple,** and " remembers the kindnefs of your 

** youth.** With humble confidence you addrefa 

Him ; *' O God ! thou haft taught me from my youth ; 

*' and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works ; 

*• now alfo when I am old and grey headed, O God, 

** forfake n^e not.'* And what faith the anfwer of 

God ? '* Even to your old age I am he, and even to 

** hoary hairs will 1 carry you : I have made, and I will 

^' bear, even I will carry and will deliver you.** You 

can look back with pleafure on fome inftances of ufe- 

fulnefs ; to fome poor traveller you have been a re- 

frdhing ftream ; fome deluded wanderer you guided 

into '^ the path of peace.** You review with fatisfac- 

tion fome peculiar places of devotion, fome *' times of 

refrelhing from the prefence of the Lord,** fom^ 

holy days** in which, " with the voice of joy and 

<* gladnefs,** you accompanied " the multitude to his 

" houfe.** You look forward, and fee the God who 

Jias guided you " with his counfel,** ready to " re** 

*^ ceive you to glory.** " My falvation is nearer than 

" when I believed ; the night is far fpent, the day is at 

^' hand : I know that my Redeemer liveth. I am now 

" ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 

*^ is at hand : I have fought a good fight, I have fin- 

^' ^fljed my courfe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
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diere is laid up. for me, a crown of ;rigihteoufii^s^ 
which the Lord the righteous Judge fliall give me at 
that day, and not to me only, but imto all them that 
love his appearing, ' * Such is the beneficial influence 
of early piety. It affefts our bodies, our circumftaiw 
ces, our prefervation, our coime^ions, our progrefs 
and pleafure in the ways of godlinefs, the troubles 9f 
life,.and the burdens of age. But if all thefe advanta- 
ges do not allure you to an immediate attention to re- 
ligion, and you refolve to fufpend your concern till a 
future period, it will be neceffary. 

Part III. To take a more awful view of the fub- 
jeft, and to examine the confequences of procraftina- 
tion. We can only make two fuppofitions ; the orte 
is, that after all your delay, you will obtain repentance ; 
the other, and this is much more probable, is that you 
will not. 

"Firft, We Ihall conclude that you will obtain re- 
pentance. This is what you hope for ; but allowing 
your hope to be well founded, nothing can be more 
unreafonable than your delay. For would you in- 
dulge yourfelves in a courfe of fin, becaufe you hope 
to be- able hereafter to repent of it ? Can any thing 
exceed this extravagance of folly ? Would any man 
in his fenfes continue in a bufinefs, becaufe he hoped 
that at laft it would fill him with painful regret and 
felf abhorrence ; becaufe he hoped before his death, tb 
condemn himfelf for engaging in it, as having afted a 
part the moft foolifh, bafe, and injurious ? Real re- 
pentance is always an awful thing ; it leads the fub- 
jeft of it ,to feel that his " iniquities are a burden too 
♦'heavy for him to bear j" it ciiufes him to *^ loathe 
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'^himfelf for all" his " abominations ;" it fills hin< 
with ^* fliameand confufion of face ;" it rendefs him 
♦^ ipetchMs.^^ This it does at all times ; but in a late 
rqjentance, in a repentance after fo many criminal de- 
lays, there are four peculiar circumftances of aggrava- 
tion. The firft is drawn from your Angular abufe of 
the divine goodnefs. For what encourages you to re- 
fufe fo long the obedience which God demands ? You 
hope He will, at laft ftiew mercy ; were it not for this 
confidence, you could not venture to delay. What 
then, when you go to God, will be thd language of your 
negligence ? " Lord, I have been evil^ becaufe thou 
*^ waft good : it was not becaufe I confidered thee an 
*' hard mafter, that I did not ferve thee, but becaufe I 
>' believed thee to be a kind one. Perfuaded of thy 
** compaiGon, and readinefs to pardon, I have peacably 
" finned againft thee for fixty yjars. If thou hadii: 
*^ not been fo infinitely worthy of my afFeftibn and 
*' devotion, I had long ago loved and obeyed thee.*'T— 
A fecond arifes from the multitude of evil to be re- 
viewed. It is diftreffing enough to examine a week, or 
a month, ftaiiied with the vilenefs of fin. But, Oh ! 
to look back, upon years ! multiplied years ! to fee fins 
rufliing out of every relation, every condition in which 
we have been found ! So many opportunities loft ! fo 
many talents mifemployed ! fo many privileges abu- 
fed ! a life barren of goodnefs ! a wholie life of guilt ! 
— A third ' is taken from injury done to others. If 
God has forgiven him, how can he forgive himfelf ! 
By his errors, his vices, his example, and his influence, 
he has led others info fins, from which he cannot rer 
claim them ; he fees them advancing in the way to 
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4eftru^on, and knows that he inftruaed and encour- 
aged them to enter it. Happy is the youth, who, by 
an early converfioii, is preferved froln being a *^ cor- 
•' nq>t©r,'* and who is harmlefs, if not '^ ufeful in his 
" paflage through life." To ch?irge ourfelves with 
the lofs of one foul, is fufEcient, not only to embitter 
repentance, but if it were poffible, to produce even an- 
guifli iflr heaven, — T\^e fourth is to be found in the Un- 
certainty which neceffarily attends fuch deferred re- 
pentance. For how can he be afiured of the truth of 
it ? How can he know that he has npt only abandon* 
ed fin, but is mortified to it ? How can he know that 
he is not only reformed, but renewed ? Principles are 
to be afcertained by their operations and efFefts ; what 
opportunity has he to exemplifjr them ? How can he ' 
know that his concern is any thing more th^n fear 
awakened, or tears extorted by the approach of death 
aiul judgment ? Men may change their work, and not 
dieir matter. We have feen men in circumftances of 
ficknefs, giving all the evidence we could defire of a 
genuine repentance, whofe health, and whofe wicked- 
nefs, returned together. How will you decide whether 
your repentance be fuperior to this ? What reafon 
will you have for cruel fufpicion ! How dreadful to be 
in a ftate of perplexity, when, above all things you 
need a good hope through grace ! To fufpend falvation 
on a venture ! Perhaps, I am on the confines of *heSt- 
ven ; perhaps, I am on the verge of hell ! 

Our reafoning has thus far proceeded on a fuppo- 
lition that you will obtain repentance he^'eafter, though 
you are refolved to live negleftful of God now. But 
there is - another fuppofition, you may not obtain 
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ft ; ahd th^^ we contend is much more probable than 
the other. For who has told you. that you (hall live 
to repent ? Have you made a covenant with death ? 
-Are you fecure from the jeopardy of difeafes and ac- 
ddeirts ? You exped the Matter in the evening, who 
aftires you that he will not come in the morning ? 
. Stand forth, ye young and ye healthy, did you never 
hear of oiie dying at your age, and in your circum- 
ftkiices ? A wife writer has told you that " (ixteen is 
** mortal as fotirfcore ;** and an infpired one, " tnan 
•* alfo knoweth riot his time ; as the fiflies that are 
** taken in, ah evil net, and as the birds that are caught. 
" in the fnsire, fo are the fons of men fnared in an 
^* evil dine, when It falleth fuddenly upon them.*' 

br W^b hag alTured you that you fliall have grace 
to repent: ? For to grace only now can you look for 
the effed: J and this grace inuftbe little lefs than riii- 
raculous. For view a matt who has reached the peri- 
od of your procraftination ; his ftrength is labour and 
forrow 3 the infirmides of the body weigh down the 
fbiilj the fenfes are iriipaired ; the ifaculties are t>e- 
numl^ed } he is incapable of attention; every trifle 
difconcerts him ; he is more than half dead before he 
begins to think of living j unable any longer to breathe, 
lie \& prefJaring to " run the i*ace fet before him ;** 
coniaehce calling fo long in vaiii, is now fileht ; pb- 
Jej&sfo loiig familiar to the mind, are become unim- 

S'effiye^ He has walked by threatenings fo often, 
^ at they ceafe to terrify him. iTie preferit tible hai 
done ixptfiWy and no hew one is to be expeflced ; ie 
Has not been; led to repentance by " Mofes ^d the 
** proph^» neither would he be perfiladed * though 

O 
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" one rofe from, the dead/' " It is e^fier for a camel 
" to go through the eye of a needle, than^ for." an old 
finner " to enter into the kingdom of heaven ;'.'/' with, 
men it is impoffible ; but with God all']th^ings,;^»^ 
poflible/' On this hinge turns his Ijop^, ^11^4^ r(^r 
4uced to this, the repentance of fuch a xfy^n ^mu«t 
depend upon grace. Let lis fee then whatreafpn yop 
have to conclude that God will grant you .t|iis repem 
tance. . God waits to , be gracious j.a^.ojFtJ^isgrao^ 
we cannot fpeak too highly v buL.fucli views o|',it.aa 
encourage prefumption, and, -icpujitenaij.ee fia,,prje via* 
queftionably erroneous ones. He is . gracious. ;.- .l?i|t 
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fes.the exerqife of it to be free, and that he inay^-dif- 
penfe it as he pleafes.. Though' nothing can deferye 
his grace, many things may provoke it ;' and what 
reafpn have ypu to expe£l:,;that after youlcan fii;i no 
longer,, he- will in an extraordinary way" exten4* tHe 
grace, you have fo long defpifed, and fave Vpu fr^ a 
ruin the confequencQ of yoiir own choice ? i And jwfhajt 
view liave you of God, if you fuppofe that'Ee csLrihot 



I 
I 
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ight ? Has he. not told. you that his ^5 Spirit i 
" not alw.ays ftrive with inen ?** Is ms\mercy tb.nave 
no limits, or his patience no end ? If " j^htenc^" ^g^P^ 
"an evil' work be not executeii ljpeedijy,7.islt iteVer 
to* be. executed ? Were It'comnioh for 6od t'p calS 
linners'^ by his grace . at fiich a period, would'ir Aot 
have^ttie mbfl: unfavourable effeft, 'and^ eiic^uri^^^ 
hope wfeipli, all the bible l^^Ieveiled tbk^riiy^^'Gdd" 
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defigns'td be honoured by his people in this world ; , 
he faves them, that they may ferve him ; he converts 
thera,inot to die, but to live. And therefore we find 
few, very few, becoming religious in advanced years ; 
and obfervation abundantly proves that irreligious 
youth is followed with wickednefs in manhood, and 
indifference in old age j and that as men live, fo they 
die. 

Ah ! h6w often do I think, as I afcend thefe flairs 
and look round on this affembly, how eafy would it 
be to determine my hearers to a religious courfe, if the 
old did not fatally promife themfelves weeks, the mid- 
dle-aged months, the young, years to come ! It is ndt 
abfolute denial that deftroys fo many fouls, but tam- . 
pering delay. Of all the numbers who continually 
drop into perdition, is there one, who did not intend 
at fome future period to " work out his falvation V^ 
But before this other pafljon was fully indulged, and 
this other fcheme was accompliflied, while he was 
numbering iti negligence, or awaked by a midnight 
cry, he fprang up to find his lamp ; the " Bridegroom 
'^ came, and they that were ready went in with him 
^^''to the marriage, and the door was shut." Eternal 
God ! " fo teach us to number our days, that we may 
'* apply our hearts unto wifdom." Interpofe in favour 
of the youth' who are before thee ;. and fuffer not pro^ 
craftinatlon, that " thief of time,'* that " child of the 
*' devil,*' that ^' enemy of all righteoufnefs,"to deceive, 
and to deflroy the rifirig hopes of our families, our 
churches, and our country. "Pour down thy Spiritupon 
^^our feed,iand thy bleffing upon our offspring;*' ''may 
<* one fay, I am the Lord's,' and another call hiAifelf 
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" by the name of Jacob ; and another ful>(f rib^ w^th 
** his Own hand, and fumame himfelf by the name of 
"Ifrael" / 

To realize this pleafing profpeft, let minifter^, let; 
tutors, let all unite their endeavours ; but, ye par-. 
ENTs, a peculiar obligation devolves upon. you*. Aw:a- 
ken all your tendemefs and anxiety, and give them a 
fpiritual direftion. You wifh your children to be fo- 
ber, fubmiflive, dutiful ; but piety is the only fure 
foundation of morality. You vsrould not hgiv^ your, 
love for your children to be fufpefted ; but wretched 
are thofe children who (hare only in a fplicitude, which,, 
afljs " what fliall they eat, or what fhall they drin^^ 
"or wherewithal fhall they be clothed?" What J3 the . 
body to the foul ? What is time to eternity ? What is 
it to difpofe of them advantageoufly in life, and leave 
them unprepared for death, unprovided for a new, a 
never-endipg, a changelefs period of exiftence ? A^re 
you the barbarous inftruments of bringiftg thefe hap- 
lefs beings into life, only to facrifice them ? Such par- 
entis are more cruel than Herod. He flew the chil- 
dren of others \ thefe flay their own. He only de- 
flroyed the body ; thefe dellroy the foul. His vic- 
tims died innocent, and were doubtlefs faved ; thefe 
parents will not fuflfer their offspring to die innocent; 
by their unkind care, they guard them till the feafpn 
of fafety is elapfed ; till they are become accountable 
and criminal ; and expofe thpm when they knqw.thdr 

death will be attended with their damnation. Men 

... . ^ . . . 

and brethren, efcape this dreadful cenfure ; diftingiiifli 
yours not only from an openly wicked wqrld, but 
from thofe modem profeffors;of rcligipiij w^q are aj*. 



yf^J^ f9\9\4^ ]JMI>^Q l^^drix^ fennoos, b^t can leare 
th^jr ffxnilies xa.(^Qr<^ and take no pains in the pi- 
ov^ educ^ado;^ of {thfxr childr^* ^^^ Ck)d yourfel ves, 
2u^ t^cb y<)ur ofispryog to fear hiptu Recommend' 
inftnid^^ by eXfU^pk^ apd crown aJU with prayer, 
pjRg^. for, th^n^, an4; ^^^ them* Tlius you will 
^' trfdc^^t^^.i^ in th^ nurture ajod a^ffipnition of the 
^.Lpjrdj;;" thuus yoj^^will ! rejqice here "to fee them 
^r^r^d^i^hjtg is\ the truth," and herea^r.will lead them 
t9 tii^e; throve of glory^-r" Behpld^ here aip. I, and the 
^lcj[uldthQu hfa(t,^en me.'' 

l^ij^t it is y^li yQ% my hearers^ in early h£^ I ^"^ 
tQ c|ojC^,t}iis addt^, I f^ fome in this a^embly, who 
ar(^djii]i^ipguili^ by^the fear of Godjn their youth i 
f9I^.I^a:acs, whp.pr.e£er ap. evepjpg-walk, in the field 
tq s^editate^ to, the cro:w4ed ay^n^i^ of, tUlfip^tion ; 
f^^Jofei^ v^\\Qi^ iin9ge is "a frqiliul bough by a, 
^lix^ ;'' fpm^ D;§i;Yil4sr ^^ 1^^^ ^^ harps of Z^n, 
a^l^yi^^no ejr for the "fojag of the drupkard/' or 
^^tl^n^i^t of fools j'* fome Timothys, who, " from a 
^Sc^ld h%ye kq^wn, the Scrip|^;ri^ whi^h is. able to 
^^, n^atine them wife untp;falvation ;'' and I hail you on 
y9Ur e^ly efqipp from " the.pa^ of the deftroy^ j" 
op jour e^ly,fi^p^i;ratipA from a WiOr}d, which attrads 
oply . to fh/^ its emptio^fs, and elevate$ only to de* 
Pt:^> of^ ypuf? earjiy union with th^ wile.and good« 
Gp 5ox^ an4 in, all " tl^e beauties of hoUti^'' hpn* 
our God, and ferve your generation ag^^prdiag to his! • 
v^ Rj^ligiprufly oc<;upy the ft^ns which you are 
to eufloble, and. foj^ax the conne^ljpf^ .which, you are 
to , biefs. " ^cjm the do^rine o| God your, Saviour ; 
♦«,in>ali tl^iog?,;; Ea^cneftly purfufi the gJ^oripuA tfowfft: 
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which you have begun ; be not wesii^i lii >kreS-doing ;' 

grow in gracej as* you advance in yfeirs ; /** abound 
** more and mifr^ in knowledge, and in all judgment j'*^ 
*' approve tttngsthat are excelloit ;**- and *^be fin-' 
^ cere and wilfeout offence tillthfe'diy bf Chrift/' 
' And what hinder^ any of you^ my young friends, 
from joining yo^irfelves to the Lord ? ' Wfeigh the rea- 
fbnings which' y6u have h^d. Sdlpehd for a while 
the influence of • your pafRons, iand endeavobr tofeel 
the force 6f the'^ motives which^hitve been adduced. 
Deliberate, or rather decide : for there i^ ii6 time for 
hefitarion— " now is the accepted time, ndwis'theday 
of falvation/' The language of the Redeiemer is 
to-day •'" and will you fay with Pharaoh, "to-mor- 
row ?" Every delay will leave you more remote - 
from the God you have to feek ; -every delay wiH^ 
place more barriers between you and heaven ; every ^ 
delay will inci*eafe your crimes, your paffions, your 
aVeriions; every delay wiir diminifh thd efficady of 
means, the period of divine patience, the time of your 
jM-bbation ; while you hefitate, you die ; >^hile ybu 
plrdmife yourfelves years, perhaps you have riot days ; 
perhaps the fhuttle has pafTed the loom that wove thy 
wibdmg^fheet ; perhaps in yonder fhop lies rolled tip, 
and ready to be fevered off, the piece of cloth defUn- 
ed'to bd'thy ftiroiSd ; perhaps " the feet of .them tliat 
'^ have buried thy*' neighbour, are at the door ^ to 
*« bimry thee out r^- ' ^ ^ > 

*When Felix trembled, inftead of cherifhhig his 
c©Mel»n, he prdpbfed a " more convenient feafon," 
vWch' never came. It ^vas the unhappy ftate of Agrip- 
pald'^'be almofl** but not altogether perfuaded " to 
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*^. be -a. qhpjB^axVr'* :/t^d there. s^^e jQung people,. how 
^fl I tjl^c^^eN had betinies conviftipp^ 

aad-iippj-eflicms ; th^r early! dfy§ 'wei;e the time of 
their idfi^a^ofj; -they afked iforCJiod thqir Maker'; they 
ofif^n[|ptired : tfo pray "; i^they ^ved . the^ fabbath ; they 
hearfl ;M^<^1l 7!^ . f^fi^Jjjy^^ J)pfe ;alas ! ". thek 
"g^#ef§ , wfts^aa;* nK)rwg c:lAud^ apdf.early. dejv, 
which} j^flfeth:a3y^y.f/ . But? " was ij: iv9t^tter }yf th 

you thair no.w.?'^:> A^!;. ^?4jyP^rftm " >%3f|eenQ4i to 
** his commandments, then had your peace been as a 

river, and your righteoufnefs like the waves of the 
fea/* Will this difcourfe revive your former feel- 
ings, and caufe you to return ? or will it only hold 
you up as a warning, to guard others againft trifling 
with confcience, and falling away after the fame ex- 
ftnple ? 

On fome of you, I fear, the addrefs has been more 
than ufelefs. I could wilh you had faved yourfelves 
the mortification of hearing a difcourfe, in which there 
was nothing agreeable to your tafte, and which you 
determined from the beginning to difregard ; I could 
wifli you had withdrawn yourfelves from an affembly, 
which will one day fumifh only witnelTes againft you. 
By an unfan£tified ufe of the means of grace, you ag- 
gravate your fin, increafe your mifery, and render 
your converfion more difficult. In endeavouring to 
be your friends, your minifters become your enemies ; 
in trying to fave, they condemn ; though ordained to 
be '* the favour of life unto life,** your corruption 
renders them " the favour of death unto death ;'* and 
thofe affedionate importunities and faithful warnings, 
which if they had been followed would have fecured 
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yotrriiatpplnefe, "will fiirrbund ybur nmidis When you 
come to die, and render your re"coIfeftion]^>aii^l,trii 
your profpeft intolea-able j for you vfSi ** mourn at 
^ the laft, wheii Ay flefh and thy liody ai'e cdnfumed, 
*' and fey. How have I hated inftrtiftidh, knd my 
«* heart defpifed reproof J smd ItiVe Wok bbeyed fftfe 
" voice of my teachers, nor infdihCd mtie ear to aiein 
" that inftrufted me ! I was aliitoft in all 6Vil iii file 
" midft of the congregition anjA iirfeinMy.'' 
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SERMON VL 



THE GOSPEL DEMANDS AND DESERVES 

ATTENTION. 



Mark iv. 23. 
If any man have ears to hear^ let him hear\ 

L HE &ges of antiquity delivered much 
«of their knowledge in comprehenfive fentences. Each 
©f the wife men of Greece was diftinguiihed by fome 
aphorifm. AH nations have had their peculiar prov- 
erbs. The generality of mankind are much more in- 
fluenced by detached and ftriking phrafes, than by 
long addreffes, or laboured reafonings^ which require 
more time and application than they are either willing 
er able to afford. "The words ofthe wife are as goads, 
" and as nails faftened by the matter of affemblies.'* 

The good effeSs of preaching are commonly produ* 
ced: by particular expreffions, which leave fomething 

for our own minds to develope or enlarge, which pleafe 

the imagination, which are eafily ranembered, and 

whi(di frequently recur. This method of ihftrudioa 

out Lord and Saviour adopted^. We pften read of 

<^ his fayings ;'' and diere k no featence, which He fo 

frequently repeated, as the words iiduch I have read. 

This alone fhould powerfully recommend th$m to 
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our regard ; but they have higher claims, and we 
fliall view them, I. As implying the authority of 
THE Speaker. IL As fuggefting the importance 
OF the subject. III. As appealing to impartial 
consideration. IV. As demanding practical 

IMPROVEMENT. " He THAT HATH EARa TO HEAR, 
" LET HIM HEAR.*' 

I. Here is implied the authority of the Speak- 
er. And who can advance claims on our attention 
equally numerous and ppwerfol with His ? " He en- 
tered into the fynagogue, and taught. And they 
were aftonifhed at his doftrine \ for he^ taught them 
" as one that had authority, and not as the fcribes.'* 
He poflfeifed every tl^ng from which a teacher could 
derive infl^uce. 

He had ail the authority whkh. is derived fro» 
knowledge. Religion wa^ the futjedt he . capoie ta 
teach ; he knew the wholq, aivi the whole perfeiSJy. 
With all the e^&i of intelligegice, he fpeaks, of thiagar 
which would fwaliow us up ; diey were fajiuJiar . to 
Him. He fgeaks of Ood v(i^mtM^ emlwraB&nent \ 
" He was ifi the bofom qf the Father," He fpeak» 
of heaven \githout any ei^otions q£ wondejr ; it was 
hifL Father's hpufe. He mentipii^ tll^; {reai^he^ 
Judas without any furprife ; ''. h&knewfirocq the be- 
" ^lung who would beti;aiy him.'* Nothing in the 
behaviour of his enemies,' or 6£hi&£t:kad3.; aa£hing 
intheixieQxal ofPeter^or (STperfixmofhisdilidipleSy af* 
toniflied him ; ^f'he knew what waficin> m2Ui./'i He 
was. fu% iacquaintedi with the cipiackies ao^ difpoK- 
tions of his heaceiB. . He. knew hour, msfdi thfifj \ 
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able tb Bfear-; when it was neceflkry to prodtice evi- 
dence^ dr to leave obFcuriiy j how to touch by fuitable 
AiofiveSj all the hidden fprings of aftion ; and by ap- 
I»-opriate illuftralioh, to remove prejudices, diflblve 
doubts, and fatisfy dfefires concealed in the minds of 
tlie owiiers^ who *' finding the fecrets of the heart 
" made manifeft,*' were filled with admiration, arid 
exclaimed *' neVer man fpake like this man/* Both 
bis ftibjeft slttd his audience were completely undeJ* his 
ffiahagemeht. 

He had all the authority which is derived from un- 
iiiipeachable re6h'tude. This gives a lj)eaker peculiar 
fiftiiiiefi; and force. A cbnfcioulhefs of vice, or even 
ctf iitiperfe^dn, has at tendency to make him partial of 
titiud. Ahd where is the teacher, who is fenfible of 
xiD failings; \vho exemplifies uhivdrfally thofe high 
ii^fan{6tio^ he delivers ? " In many things we offend 
** sUl/* He aldnfe couW fay, " which of you coh- 
tWceiih trie of fin ?'' It detefe^ rtottfe 6f his aaliohs, it 
ird!K«d ^h itbhe of liig taotives- His tempers were 
all heiv^ly j his fexample embodied afid enlivened 
every do^ifee he preached* fti him if^ere none oF 
thofe atiiiffioiW imAi cdl for the proverb, ^« phyficiari, 

- •* b*^ thyfelf.*" Bfe fpake feai-lefs of the r^^roich of 
tfe heai-ers, dud uhijhedked by ihe refl^aions of his 
owti cottfeieaide* 

• H^ had all the authority flowing from « Piracies, 
" and wonders^ and figns/' Think of a fpeaker, who 
could c^ forth the powers of hea^6h ind earth, afid 
eftabHfli his dodrioe by their tiftimbny ? #hd could 

♦' end his difcourfe and fay, all this is true ; witnefs, ye 
^wfed« «ii4 wave©---tod they " ceafe fmh th^^ 
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Witnefs, ye blind — ^and they " receive thdr fight." 

Witnefs, ye dead — ^and " Lazarus comes forth.**— ^ 

^ Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher fent from 

" God : for no man can do thefe miracles which thou? 

^^ doeft, except God be with him.** 

Confider his uncontroulable dominion. There is- 

no place where his voice does not reign. He caufes 

the moft infenfible creatures to hear it. In the origin 

nal creation " he fpake, and it was done ; he com-» 

manded, and it ftood faft.** "He appointeth the 

*' moon for feafons, and the fun knoweth his going 

" down.** " The day is his, the night alfo is his r**^ 

" he has made fummer and winter :** and when he 

calls for them, they never refufe to come. Even the 

xmruly fea acquiefces in his mandate ; " hitherto flbalt 

" thou come, and no further ; and here ihall thy 

*^ proud waves be flayed.** The earth obeys the laws 

which he impreffed upon it. " The voice of the 

^' Lord is powerful ; die voice of the Lord is full of 

** majefty j the voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars ; 

** the voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire j 

<' the voice of the Lord fhaketh the wildemefs*** 

** Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in 

^' the which all that are in their graves fhall hear 

^* his voice and fhall eonie forth.** Obeyed by all 

creatures, he approaches you, and eatpefts fubmiffion* 

Would you be the only rebel in the univerfe ? Unlike 

all other beings, would ye fwerve from your flation^ 

and renoimce your allegiance ? Harder than the rock^ 

and nvore fenfelefs than the dead, would you refufe 
to hear his voice ? 

Confider the dignity of his charafter. *^ Where tJ^f 
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^ word of a king is there is power, and who may fay 
** unto him, what doeft thou V^ The moft magnificent 
titles are nqf, too glorious to difcriminate the Son of 
God. ^' He had on his vefture, and on his thigh, a 
, " name written, Kbg of kings, and Lord erf lords." 
Was IftisAi miftaken, when he faid of the " Child bom, 
*^ and the Son given,** " the government fhall be upon 
^^ his flipujder, and his name fhall be called Wonder* 
*f ful, Counfellor, the Mighty God, the Everlafting 
Father, the Prince of Peace ?" Did He himfelf ex- 
ceed his perfonal claims when he faid, " I am Alpha 
^' and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, faith 
*' die Lord J wlvich is, and which was, and which is to 
^' come, the Almighty ?'* 

And does He not ftand in relations, the moft intimate 
iind Mefting ? He made us j placed us fo high in the 
fcale of being ; endued our nature with reafon and 
immortality. He fuftains us ; " in Him we live, and 
move> and have our being*" His are all our poffef* 
ftons •, and if there be a day, or an hour, in which he 
is regardlefs of you, you fhall be allowed to be inat- 
tentive to him. His demands are founded in the fun 
which fliinesupon you ; in the friends you fenjoy ; in 
the bread which nouriflies you ; and above all, in the 
falvation you need. He addreffes you from the gar- 
den and the crofe, and ihall his voice be unheard ? 
Shall fuch an authority be defpifed ? Will you ftand 
with Pharaoh, and impioufly aik, " who is the Lord> 
that I ihould obey his voice ?" Why, "He,.inwhofe 
hands thy breath is, and whofe are all thy ways ;" 
He ^' who remembered*' thee in thy " low eftate ;" 
U^ " who gave his life a ranfom** for thee ; He i? 
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thy Mailer ; and ihali fervants difob^ the orders of a 
HWifter? Thy Teacher ; and :fliill difdples refufe die 
mftruftions of their teacher-? Thy. BenefeAor; ahd 
have loving kindnds and tender mercies no claims ? 
O wonderfiil beyond degree ! "Thus faith the Lord** 
ihould bring forth a liftening world ; fathe^^ and thil- 
dren, pi-inces and people, the wife and th^ unkaimed, 
th« rich and the poor, and— ^^none appfeaiPS. He ITpeak^, 
and we are regardlefs, regardlefs of a Speaker clbthed 
with every kind of authority ; whd aBfo fpeaks 6n our 
behalf, for our welfare, and whofe laiigiaag«&,' ^*hear, 
^ and your fouls fhall live»** This brings us from the 
authority of the Speaker, to confider" what is equally 
included in the addrefs, 

II. The IMPORTANCE Ol' THE ^UBjECT—-*** He 

*? that hath ears to hear, let him hear. • * Sometimes 
i|)eakers promife their heai^erfe mol^e than they can per^ 
form j and excite expeftatidfts which they are unable to 
realize. Jefus Chrift is not afraid to awak«i <atten- 
tion ; he knows he tan more than repay' it '; he knows 
we can never raife our min^* l:o. the grandeur of the 
fiibjeft. He does not trifle j his teftni^kioiis ai*e un- 
fpeakably interefting and iHiportarit. In order to this, 
tiiey mufl: be true. And, my brethren^ ybfi eahliot 
but acknowledge that the res^ity of thefe things i^ 
:^ossiBLE ; fometimes it ftrikes you as PROBABiLE, afid 
much more frequently than you are willing to allow ; 
hence your utieafinefs ; hence your eagentefs to biiig 
forward your opimons to make profelytes, and to em- 
bolden yotir trembKng faith by , placing n'umbers a- 
round it, We affirm that thefe things are true j 
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and obferve wh^e w€ ftand wh^n we aiErm it \ with* 
in vi^w of evidences, numberlefs and convincing. 
There we appeal to a feries of fsrophecies ; and here to 
a train of miracles. There to the jEublimity and holi- 
ness of th^ do^lrine \ here to tlie competency and 
goodnefs of the writers. There to the fuccefs of the 
gofpel, deftitute of every worldly recommendatioD, 
and in the face of the moil powerful oppofition ; here 
to the blood of the belt of men^ and the confent of the 
wifefl men ; for we itand not. only near the fUhermen 
of Gsdlilee, but a multitude of pre-eminent genius and 
leanungy when we fay, ^^ we have not followed cun- 
"ningly devifed fables." With all this evidence, 
would you di^utet the truth of thele things? would you 
aflure us, as feme in our day have done, that there is 
not the fliadpw of truth in tbem ? What fhould we think 
of the uederflandings of fuch peribns ? did w^ not know 
that they muft .pretend all this to juflify their indiffer- 
ence ; that when a man has &llen out with his con- 
fcience, he miift Separate from it for the fake of his 
own peace ; and that. " this is the condexnnation, that 
♦* light IS come into the world, and men love darknefs 
*^ rather than Ught, becaufe their deeds are evil.*' 

How pleafiog is truth ! how fatisfaOiQry is it to find 
foihething to which the mind may adhere with pleas- 
ure, siter being the. dupe, of igno;rance and error, and 
" like a, wave of the fea, driven with the wind and toff- 
" ed/*' But- though, that which is important mull al- 
ways be true, that which is true is not always impor<- 
tant. : It is pther^ife here j as the gpfpel "is a faithful 
** faying," it i§^^ worthy of all acceptation/' Even 
*^ the angels jjefire to look into th^fe things 5*/ we no 
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^here read of their being naturalifl;^ or aftrohomer s 5 
they pafs by moon and ftars, and prefs* around the 
crofs. And you, my brethren, are niuch moi-e con- 
cerned than angels, I may take up the language of 
Moses to the Ifraelites — '* Set your hearts unto all the 
" words which I teftify among you this day ; for it is 
" not a vain thing, becaufe it is your life." To you 
the gofpel is not a hiftory of wonders only ; the jour- ' 
ney of a God from a throne down to a crofs, and from 
a crofs back to a throne ; it is the interefting narrative 
of your falvation. Take every other kind of wif- 
dom ; how humbling its claims ! they are confined to 
this world. ^ Knowledge, it fhall vanifti away j" the 
greater part of it is valuable only for a few years; the 
knowledge of various languages, and a thoufand other 
things will be ufelefs in a future economy* The in- 
quiry is, who has *^ the words of eternal life ?" who 
can " lead us in the way everlasting ?** What is a 
mefTage which concerns only your property, and the 
health of your body ? The foul is the ftandard of the 
man ; his fupreme happinefs muft relate principally to 
the chief part of his nature, and the chief period of 
bis duration. Now the gofpel filxes its refidence in 
the foul ; illuminates all, fanftifies all, harmonizes all, 
and ftrikes its bleffed influences through eter^nal ages. 
Contemplate the gofpel in" connexion with youth 
jmd with age ; obferve its efiicac^^ in the variou? con- 
ditions of profperity and adverfity ; vie>v its agency in 
the numerous relations of life. In i^ulers kiad in fubje£J:s, 
in parents and in children, and fo of tKe reft. Drop 
chriftianity in a family ; fpread it through a nation j 
4iffufe it over the world ; let all be influenced by it! 



J^ity and ^vemed by it& (ii£)Bte8 ; and I would aik, 
itppoalkig ii> infidels thexnfeives, would not a fcene be 
produce^, ^e molt lovely, diie mod glorious, the moft 
bene^dal ? Would x¥)t the language of prophecy be 
jfp^dlatoly realized ? '^ the wildemefs and the follta- 
^^jry rpUu;^ ih^U be made glad for them : and the deC* 
'^a-t'ihall rejoice and bloffom as the rofe. It ihall 
^' bloiToiP: abpida^tjy, and rejoke ey^ with joy and 
'* fmging ; the glory of J^ebanon ihall be given unto it, 
*« tjlfce excellency of Carmel and Sharon : they (halliee 
f' the QL.OJR.Y of the Lord, and the excellency of 
" bur God/' Thus, whether we confider the gofpd 
with regard to man Ja his individual, or fodal e3d£- 
tence ; as an inhabitant of time, or an heir of eternity; 
it is a ux^verfal bene£ad:or ; it is of the higheft import 
fabce ; and as it demands, fo it deferves ail his attait- 
ticfflHr-^'/If any man have ears to hear, let him hear/'* 

HI.' It is an appeal to impartial consider atiok* 
jApcid di^ demand fuppofes the fubjed to be acceilibie; 
that tbeite is no fecrecy in the cafe ; nothing to bexon^ 
cealed. In heathenifm there were many myfteifies, 
fir<xm a knowledge of which, the conunon people, the 
mafs- of mankind, were always excluded. We resA of 
liieii who fhall ^^ privily bring in damnable herefies.'' 
FoTiiearror ateds 4ifg^<^ Truth glories in esq^ofure. 
And dae gofpel bias this ^diarafter of truth. The 
Sounder 'cf >our xeiKgion declared, *' in fecret have I 
^'feid nothiiig/* The apoftle of the Gentiles conid 
afirm, Kthis th£i^ was not done in a comer.'' Tbdif 
evisrlofting records lie opto for infpeddon ; they (;|ad« 
leo^ exAinimMion ; it is not afteceffiay to ccoc^^aiiiy 

Q 
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thing ; the caufe will derive advantage from publici- 
ty ; it is a fyftem of truth and evidence ; and you arc 
not only allowed, but commanded to cohiider its 
claims, and to examine its^contents. 

The duty our Saviour enjoins, excludes force, 
and fuppofes every thing to be free ; all dominion over 
confci^ice is forbidden by it. Mahometanifm was 
enforced by the fword ; foldiers were the apoftles of 
the Koran ; Popery began and was maintained by 
. means of fpiritual ufurpation. They knew the dsin- 
ger. of free inquiry, and fhewed their wifdom in not 
fuflFering it ; they deftroyed the right of private judg- 
ment, took away the Scriptures, and made ignorance 
the mother of their devption. The blind must de- 
pend upon a gmde. And has not too much of this 
difpofidon been difcovered in fucceeding ages, and by 
perfons who have cOme much nearer the truth ? Have 
^. they not refufed to others a liberty which they had 
nobly taken themfelves ? After fcoming to be flaves, 
have they never propofed to be tyrants ? And though 
they would not call any man mafter, have they not 
defired to be called fo by many ? But " one is our 
" Mafter, even Chrift, and all we are brethren*** No 
one has dominion over the faith of another. No co* 
ercive influence, however exercifed, has the leaft 
countenance from the nature of the gofpel, or manner 
in which it was eftablifhed. The Bereans are com- 
mended for " fearching the Scriptures daily ;" and 
comparing the preaching of Paul and Silas with the 
teftimonies of ttue law and the prophets. Hear the 
language of a man who well knew there was no vir* 
tue in the effedts of coxsf^ulfion : *^ Prove all things. 
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** and hold faft that which is good ;" « I fpeak as un- 
*^ to wife men, judge ye what I fay/' The gofpel per- 
fuades by informing ; even regeneration does not de- 
ibcoy the natural order of operation in the faculties of 
the mind. God enlightens in order to govern ; we 
follow him from choice, this choice is founded in con- 
viaion, and this conviftion is produced by evidence. 

If you would comply with our Lord's demand, re- 
member it is the gofpel you have to confider, and 
nothing elfe. Separate from it whatever is adventi- 
tiqus and human ; and during this inveftigation keep 
the fubjed before you pure and unmixed. Be care- 
ful that it is chriftianity you are furveying ; not any 
corruptions and errors which have blended with it ; 
not any modifications and arrangements which fallible 
men. have made of it. Afk for a bible, and fee that 
no fpirituai legerdemain flip on the table in the room 
of ity popery or proteftantifm, Arminianifm or Calvi- 
nifm, or any human creed or fyftem. Thefe may be 
true, or they may be falfe ; they are not ftandards ; 
they are to be all tried themfelves. A^k for th? things 
of God, " not m the words which man's wifdom 
" teacheth, but in the words the Holy Ghoft teach- 
" eth.'* Diftinguifli between Scripture, and explana- 
tions of Scripture } fee with your own eyes ; explore 
the good land for yourfelves, and before you enter, 
fuffer none to require from you a promife, that when 
you retum,'youihall think precifely with them concern- 
ing every thing you may difcover there. This preach- 
er calls you to come and hear him ; if another fhould 
ftep in to prepoffefs you as you are going ; if he fliould. 
fay, " remember this wUl be his meaning, though 
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'^inany df his w6f ds will feem to h%v^ aoliM^r fdbfe ;^ 
^'Ibme tidii^ will reiQ-ui^e great qualificathffks'^-fem^- 
" times thei»e \rttf b€ra diffefeftce bet^eei^Mefefftet d^^ 
"his revealed will^'^ and ib! 6ri— fay^ "iM4^heA> Hitttf 
*4br iriyfelf ; hefpe^s to be iinde^ftoodf J^havfe-^iina^ 
"ftandihg as well as yoti ; what I borl-6W' i$ tt6f^ iiiiiiy^ 

• * ' *» 

But nothing is more ad'^o^fe' to oiir*; SiVlottrt de- 
mand than difflpation; Att^ntibtt is alSfofedly^tiec.ef!-" 
fary, and in order to this we itiuft call ifr our thcwotgW^^,' 
aivd fix them. Hie more finite' atid cdtlifacSretf c/itft' 
pbwets are, the more loofe and^ living; o^xt lAind^i tft^V 
more averfe we' feel to reflection '; the mote filtififeattidi' 
and fpiritual the fiibjeft, and' the lefs 'thefe- is'lh^ it ' 
adapted to the fenfesy the mote' nectetfary, arid thi^' 
mofe difficult *q[>plication becomei?. But labbUT .stftd' 
diligence will b^ amply rewardfed in the pleafai^6-oi^^ 
prbgf efs, and the glofy of fudcefe ; ^* If thoU^ ittdlh^^ 
« thine ear unto wifdonn and ap|)ly thi^ehfeiift tb^n- 
« derftanding.; if thbn ciiefftr aftet knbXvledge, Md' 
« iifteft up thy voifce ht nndetftattdin^ ;;if thou fe^- 
' eft her asfilvef, arid feaf-cheflr fbr.her as for Ui\ 
' treafure ; then flialt thou undferftahd' thfe feat of the 
*LoTd> and find the knowledge" of God. For* tfife 
' Lord' giveth wifdpm ;' out; of his' moudi: do Aetft' 
' knowledge and und^erftanding;" / 

But it is of little ufe to; apply a mind: alteadf biiflfeiV^ 
we are therefore to guard agaifift'pr^jutiice. Hiis'Witt^ ^ 
always make us partial ; it will k^p us from dbin(g jtif- 
tice to any fentiment we diflike ; while irwilHead ufetor 
feize with greedinefs whatevfer is^ capable of givbig^ ts^ 
dence or importance to the opiiiions we' ha!vie efpoufedC' 
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Vio pte^tidice^are mori^ (im^e, than thde which are 

derived from — " our fethei^ worfliipped in this mbon^l 

^^' tarn." But none are ib imhil as thofe \irhkh fpt&g 

immftaM luAs^ahd paffions. Thefe will ai^a pftie- * 

ticaf.M)jef3s/; ' entangle the pkdneflf' duties^ and per- 

pfax efvqnyf rule by which we are unwiiling to v^k. 

^ t&is- cafe^ aman^ before he weighs evidences will 

eaoUnSoe confisquemtes; ^ Why if l own this, I itiuft* 

*' renoiknce the worHip I mud- pluck out a right eyey* 

*'*aildi cut off a right hand ; I liiuil take-up the crofs^ 

'' be fericius and cireumfpeft in rtty conVCTfetiort/* 

Stuth inferendes ate ai^uments ; and they eafily pre-' 

vaiic with utiholy minds, as: we fee in the cafe of fa^ly^ 

wodhipy anod' the receptioil of the Lord's Supper, 

impaitiencedifqiaalifies us for re^ious inveftigadon,^ 
I{ Wfe revteWUfe, we fliali find that many of our mif- 
ta9»esr aeffd^itrtrr^ hai^e heeti oc^afioudd tiy a hafty judg- 
mwr; Mdw changed bbve thingft appeared when the^ 
nand)hiad retarkied to th^n at another dme, and fMtii « 
a di&reht q\2jkj|iter1 t 

Weihalldtdy add thdt nothing is fo unfavourable 
tsMat aiid- fticcisMil inquiry, ats^ pride* We fbould^ 
co<tt^it» the gbf|jd, nbt fWl, but to be filled : not to 
ca)dlvb«i^ fd l^gaiii ; feUflble of oiir ignDrance^ and 
ptttj^g foi^ divine diredlbkiv ahd receiving *« the- king- 
"ybflHof ©od afealittleiJhild/* "With dielowlyis 
"wifdi^ffii^*^ •«Tii^ ni^k will he gttid« injudgment, 
^^andtherm^^ will he teach his way.*' Gather up 
aliiiMfe^ Ifi9r6 i^ di^ g^pel unveiti^d and expofed; 
, you^ ii«ed tm be afrsad to approach^ it, no sCudiority 
caff nrfteMirywui; b6 fa«p it k th* golj^el only you in- 
veAigMii; IfSMtt^difipsdonQ pi^udk^, impadeMe; and 
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pride 'f and we are neither afhamed or afraid to fay, 
fearch, examine the whole fyftem. , 

Examine the charafter the facred writers^ have giv- 
en us of God ; is He not a Father, the Father of mer- 
cies, the God of all grace, the God of love ? Exam- 
ine the reprefentsuion they have given of man ; does it 
ml agree with aftual life and daily obfervation ? Ex- 
amine the threatenings they have denounced, and the 
warnings they have given ; do they not accord with 
the judgments which God has frequently inflided 
on idividuals, families, and countries, and which prove 
a moral government in the world ? Examine the 
promifes ; are they not fuch as the ftate, and the con- 
fcience of man require ? Where do they countenance 
fin ? Examine the precepts ; take only the command 
**.thou ihalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearty 
** and thy neighbour as thyfelf :'* what think you of 
this conunand, ox rather what think you of thofe men, 
who wiih to exclude this principle, and to deftroy a 
book, the grand aim of which is to produce it ? But, 
alas ! many <:ondemn a work which they never read ^ dif- 
Hke precedes and influences invefUgation; and nothing 
is more abfurd than to fuppofe that infidels renounce 
the gofpei by the force of conyiftion,after haviE^ fully 
and impartially examined its contents. Be aflured they 
never weighed the fubjeft, though they are always bold 
mough to pronounce that it is " found w«iting/^ 
Few ever give thefe things a due confideration. Here 
however another cj^sds of chara&ers. appear^, in view i 
for while fome refufe to hear, others give thefe this^.a 
hearing only. Now though our Lof d and Sa^ottr.in-^ 
tends nothing lefs than this, he require muck more-*** v 
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IV. He demands a practical imp&ovemekt op 
HIS WORD. " He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear/* " I have delivered many things in your 
prekneey and you have done well in hearmg them. 
But ray preaching is not to be viewed as an enter- 
tainment. My doftrine is not defigned to amufe the 
" mind, to gratify curiofity, to fiimifli a number of 
lifelefs fpeculations* And therefore hearing is only 
inftrumental to fomething elfe ; there is a duty of 
greater importance ftill remaining.** 
What is it, my brethren ? What would our Saviour 
fay in explanation of his command ? What has he faid 
m other parts of his word ? ** RGx faith with it ; let 
"* not the fenfe leave the mind as foon as the found 
*' leaves the ear ; remember it ; enliven it by medita- 
^* tion; reduce it into feelings and a^ons ; fear thefe 
** denunciations ; embrace thefe promifes j obey thefe 
^' commands j walk according to this rule." 

it is a lamentable refleftion, that all the concern 
many of our hearers have with fermons, confifts in 
hearing them. They do not confider hearing as the 
means of becoming religious ; it is their religion; 
They conclude that their duty is over when the dif- 
couiTe is ended ^ whereas it is then only begun. In* 
ftead of carrying off portions of divine wifdom to illu- 
imnate their lives, fhey leave behind them all the in- 
ftrudions they have received. They do not take the 
word of God along with them, to guide them in their 
ordinary walk ; to arm them againft temptation ; to 
furniih them with the cautions of prud^ice ; to dim- 
iilate them to univerfal confcientioufnefs. Their tem- 
pers are unfubdued, unfoftened, unfandified ; their 
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cqmpj^^^.'SX^^fi^^ ttOM <?f "rth«f§f^t Jpf fte Sfirit, 
5« . wh^ch i^c^^y joy, peaGe,'long.fH^ring,,g^ntlenefs, 
^' gpodntfs, r%ith, nieateefs^i ti^mpeaance/* .But the 
word of .God i& jwrajftical ; ^y:ery trijyth is announced 
to acco^nplifli fojEBe purpofe. If it reis^eal^ la^ar^fuge, -it 
is that you may enttcr it aud.be^fafe } if it prqefe^s 
a jGH^i^y, it 4& ^t you may.ufejt, It.isriiot your bet- 
ing of it,, but your applying it, thatVill lave you from 
death*- You fay qf a preacher, bye,ought to dx?, ^ weU 
as to PREACH*; aufi we fay of ?^ fe^ar^ar, he. ought 
to DO, a^ vreJyi as to he-^r.; Yp^ iky, rand you 
fay truly,, that msxQ preaching y^ notr^iaye jU$ ; 
and we fey witji ^u^l truth,. ji^er^i bearing will not 
fave you. N^v^p will you attend |the .di4>6^attion 
ctf the. y^wd aright,, till yp .ndkp .the, ,end y^ich 
6pjd has tin y^^ in fpeaking, yoyr j^ndrfpi -hq^g^ 
And .^anyouv imagine -that thed^t^gx^tpf th^r}>leffed 
God in farom^i^g yoi^ wi^h hjs " glcorious gofp^r* from 
f^bbath to fabtjath, is anfwered, if ,]*rb}le you Tegu|ar-r 
jy etitpr his, courts, you always; return the fapie ; if af- 
te^ all th0 f^rmoi^s you havie ^applajided for twenty 
pr forty yeJir$, y^u are fouijid as n^lignant, as <^pvet- 
o^, as f iill of tbe world a^ bef^e ; ^r y pur pro^tjlig 
a|)]pQai?s only in fpme deadnotipftj^, yfery well' laid put 
in |your mind^ ; in a capacity to weigh pr/^jiehers ^ 
tbe nicqft fcfdes of drtbodoxy ; c^r jn ^be . iuffeful eaftpi- 
pbynxejit of ,fplitring hairs, and tying and /U||(pQg 
W(^ in. commpa thread? What! dpps $b^ , ** gp%^ 
5fof ypur feiv^tion" intend nothing mpjpe tbuR,^ 
mSfee yoi^ vifiopsi^i^s, or triflers ? Is lius ^^ toiltchiijig 
*« us, fb« denyiaguftgodliftei^gnd J^ft,.<^ 

^< ihoi^ld five fpberly, origbteoikfly, Wid ;gpdlyri^'|fe!i 
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^* prefent world ?" To perfons concerned for the hon- 
our of the golpel, and the falvation of mankind, the 
chriftian world prefents an aflfeflting profpeft. Never 
was the word of God more plentifully preached ; 
never did fo many " receive the grace of God in 
^' vain." Never was there more feed fown ; never 
did fo much fall " by the way-fide/^ " on ftony pla- 
^^ ces," and " among thorns V- How little does even 
the good ground yield I Where is the preacher, the 
clofe of whofe fabbaths is not embittered by the re- 
view of unprofttablenefs ? Yon invite us to your tables, 
you crowd us in our temples $ but you compel us to 
retire from both, complaining, ^* Who hath believed 
^' our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
/^ vealed ?** We condemn your practice ; you thank 
i;y^ for our good ferraons, and proceed. Your appro- 
bation does not hinder your finniog, nor your finning, 
your approbation. Where are the evidences of our 
fuccefs ? are they to be heard in the inquiry^ " Sirs, 
'' what muft I do to be faved ?" Are they to be feen 
,in your deadnefs to the world, in your felf-denial, in 
your taking up the crofs, in your heavenly-minded- 
nefs, in ferving your generation according to the 
will of God, in your being examples to others ? How 
ihall I imprefs you wi& the iniportance of this, or by 
what motives can I enforce upon you this pradUcal at- 
t^tion to the gofpel you hear .? 

Shall I urge the danger of delufion, and fay with the 
^poftle James, " Be ye doers of the word, and not 
*' hearers only, deceiving your ownfelves." Shall I 
;reinmd you of " a foolifti builder," who reared " his 
/> jhpufe upon the fand ; and the rain defcended^ and 
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^' the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
** upon that houfi*, and it fell, and great was the fall 
*• of it/' Such according to our Saviour will be the 
fatal difappointment of all thofe Who entertain a hope 
of fafety feparate from holinefs ; who have been lulled 
to fleep by an unfanftified attendance oil ordinances j 
who hear ^' thefe fayings of his, and do them hot/' 

Shall I remind you of the precarious tenure of your 
privileges, and fay with our Saviour, *' Yet a little 
while is the light with you ; walk while ye have the 
light, left darknefs come upon you." There are no 
calls of mercy beyond the grave ; and '^ what k your 
^' life ? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little 
^' time, and then vaniftieth away/' The Jews had dif- 
tinguiflied privileges ; but '^ the kingdom of God was 
" taken from them, and givejtt to a nation bringiitg 
" forth the fruits thereof/' Where now are the 
churches of Afia ? Your candleftick may be removed. 
You may be rendered incapable of hearing. Efficacy 
may be withheld from the means ; and furely if any 
thing can provoke the Supreme Bising, to take away 
ordinances, or to make them ufelefs, it muft be your 
awful abufe of them. 

Shall I mention the happinefs of thofe who receive 
the gofpel, " not in word only ?'^ " And it came to 
pafs, as he fpake thefe things, a certain woman of 
the company lifted up her voice and faid unto Him, 
" bleffed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps 
which thou haft fucked. But he faid, yea, rather 
BLESSED are they that hear the word of God, and 
*^ KEEP it." " If ye know thefe things, happy are ye if 
ye DO them/' " Whofo looketh into the perfeft 
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** law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
?« a forgetfiil hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
^* man AalJ be blessed in his deied." 

Need I inform you, that thefe means when unim- 
proved will be found injurious ; that the word of God 
is one of thofe things, which if unprofitable, become 
pernicious ; that if it does not nourifh as food, it will 
deftroy like poifon ; if it does not foften, it will har- 
den; if it does not juftify, it will condemn. 
. For remember the awful account which you will be 
required to give of all your hearing, when called to 
appear before the bar of God, Then thofe fermons 
which you now fo eafily forget, will be perfectly re* 
^ived in your recoUeftion. The bible, from which 
you have been fo often addreffed, will be called forth, 
and you will be judged out of this book. In this judg* 
meilt will rife up againft you to condemn you, the 
queeb of the fouth, ^' for fhe came from the uttermoft 
" parts to hear the wifdom of Solomon, and behold a 
*^ greater thlaft Solomon is here.** In this judgment 
^11 rife up againft you to condemn you, '' the mca 
** of Nineveh, for they repented at the preaching of 
^^ Jonah, and behold a greater than Jonah is here/' 
In this judgment will rife up ?igainft you to condemn 
you, all your fellow-worfliippers, who having the fame 
nature and paffions with yourfelves, and never having 
heard truths more powerful than thofe which you 
have heard, " turned at his reproof ;'* " fought the 
*' Lord while he was to be found, and called upon 
** him while he was near/' In this judgment will 
rife up againft you to condemn you, thofe minifters 
who would gladly have fayed not only themfelyes, 
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but you who heard them— While ** the Saviour fcall 
*' be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels in 
^^ flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
" not God, and that obey not the gofpel of our Lord 
** Jefus Chrift.'* And can you fay his language will 
be unreafonable ? " 'Becaufe I have called, and ye re- 
** fufed, I have ftretched out my hand, and no mail 
«* regarded, but ye have fet at nought all my counfel, 
^^ and would none of my reproof, I alfo will laugh 
** at your calamity, I will mock when your fear conr- 
<« eth ; when your fear conieth as defolation, and your 
^ definition cometh as a whirlwind ; when diftreft 
** and anguifli coxneth upon you !** If you have never 
heard to purpofe before, begin to*day ; " to-day, if 
" ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." If 
you are not loft to all fenfe of your own welfare ; if you 
are not refolved to fa<srifice eternal life j if you have 
not ** made a covenant with death/* and with hell arc 
not at an ** agreement,** ** fee that ye refufe not him 
«* that fpeaketh." It is the Voice of friendihip, it is 
the voice of confcience, it is the voige of reafon, it is 
the voice of Scripture, it is ** the voice of the archangel 
^ and the trump of God** — ^^ If any man havs 

^^ EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAE/* 
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tbi^ it becaitie bim^for whom are all things^ and by tt>boni 

>are alhbingSy in bringing nrnnyjbns unfogkry^ to unah 

. iks Captain <f their J^atiorfferfed through ft^eringu 

POR my thoughts are not youf 
** thoughts, neither are yottr ways my way»^ fiith the 
^^ Lord. For as tHe heavens are higher than the earthy 
^^ fo are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
<* thoughts than your thoughts/' Thcfe words, my 
brethren, eontakx a reflection always feafonable, al- 
ways ttfeful, always necefiary, when we would ^* re- 
gard the work of the Lord, or confider the opera- 
tiGHti of his haiyd/' It may be exemplified in nu3x^ 
berlefs inftances, but in none fb eafily and fo fiilly, as 
In the redeniption df the wcarld by meians of a Media- 
tor, ^ obedient unto death, even the death of the 
** crofs*'^ The fun never beheld fuch a fccne. Hif- 
^ory reccH'dsnafifcb a lranfadion« The fcheme would 
iiever haTe'enteredithe mind of any finite intelligence^^ 
^ It is^Xiordf 9dobg;, and it ii marveUbw in^ur eyee*^^ 
** The thing proceedeth forth^from the Lord of Hofts^ 
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** who is wonderful in counfel, and excellent in work- 
** ing." " It is the wjfjdom of God in a myftery ;** 
and the more, we are enlightdnted from above to ex- 
amine its fublime contents, the more of their perfect 
tion (hall we difcover, the more worthy of God will 
they» appear. " For it became Him, for whom are 
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many fons unto glory, to make the Captain of their 
falvation perfeft through fufferings/' 






I. Behold the character of the Supremb 

BEING " FOR WHOM ARE ALL THINGS, AND BY 

** WHOM ARE ALL THINGS ;** the original Caufe, the 
final End of the whole univerfe of beings, material or 
fpiritual ; ** in heaven, or on earth ; vifible, or invifi- 
*' ble ; whether they be thrones or dominions, princi- 
^^ palities or powers ; all things were created by Him, 
*' and FOR hipi.*' Nothing is more common for fp^ak- 
ei"^ and writers, when they wifli to mention efteeoxed 
j>erfonages,than to defcribe, rather than to nstme them. 
By feizing in our reprefentation fomething which ha« 
endeared or diftingulfhed them ; by availing ourfelv^ 
of fome qualities or aftions, which have given tl^em 
peculiar and fuperior claims, wie can.beftow deferved 
honour, and aid the impreffion we defire.to make oil 
the mind^ of thofe we addrefs. The admirers o£po* 
etry underftand me, when I fay '' the author of :the 

Tafk.'* My countrymen feel, when I utter, ^* the be;. 

ro of the Nile,'^ The ingenuous youth yields j when 
1 befeech him by the tears of her " who .bare him.*/ 
We cannot defcribe God by nrfiatheis in himfelf , but 
|>y what he is iti hts relations, and in his jworks ; by 
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what he does as our Creator and Governor ; as on6 
who oTvns us, and may difpofe of us as he pleafes ; 
on whom we entirely depend, and to whom we are 
tiniverfally accountable, 

But who can tell how far this ^^ all things" extends ? 
Who Can imagine the dimenfions of his empire, the 
diverlity of his fubjefts, the infinite number of his pro- 
duftions, each ofwhichis anexpreffionofhiswifdom, 
power, and goodnefs, and a fource of revenue from 
which his glory is derived ? 

And why this magnificence of defcription ? To fill 
the mind with reverence,^ to raife our expeftation, to 
remind us of the End and Author of our falvation, to 
fhew us the principle from which he afts ; that it is 
not neceflity, but kindnefs ; that he cannot ftand in 
need of us, or our fervices, being " exalted above 'all 
** bleffing and praife,*' it is by a difplay of his majefly, 
to draw forth our admiration of his mercy. " The 
Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above 
the heavens. Who is Hke unto the Lord our God, 
who dwelieth on high ? who humbleth himfelf to be- 
*^ hold the things that are in heaven and in the earth ? 
** He raifeth up the poor out of the duft, and lifteth the 
needy out of the dimghill, that he may fet him with 
princes, even with the princes of his people," Con- 
template then a Being, ^hofe goodnefs equals his 
grandeur. Behold him feeking his glory in our wel- 
fare. See him, regardlefs of all our unworthinefs, 
and before we had exprefled anydefire, devifing 
means to refcue us from otir ignorance, vice, infamy, 
and mifery ; and fdnning a fcheme of pure compaffion, 
defigned to raife us to a flate of happinefs, fuperior t» 
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the condidan in -which man was originally placed. 
For, 

IL Obferve the end which the God of all grace 

K.BFPS IN VlEW^t is to " BRING hfANY SONS UNTO 

*' glory/' When of old, He detached from the na^ 
tions of the earth a people for his name<> he deftined 
them to poffefs the land of Canaan. This promifed 
country, into which he engaged to bring them, excited 
the departure of the Kraelites from Egypt, and encour- 
iiged them in -all their wanderings in the wildemefs, 
Jt was a ftate in which they e^eded reft^ peace, abun- 
dance f^^z land flowing widi milk and honey ( a land 
" wherein. there was no fcarcenefe ; a land on which 
" the Lord's eye was from the beginning even to die 
^* eud of the year/' But this was only " a fliadow of 
*' good things to cpme ;" an emblem of that " better," 
thqt " heavenly country,*' towards which ^' the feed of 
Abraham by faith*' are travelling j where ^' remains 
*' ^ reft for the people of God j'* where *^ they Ihall 
enter into peace j" where " they Ihall hunger no 
more, neither thirft any more, neither fhall the fun 
light on them, nor any heat ; for the Lamb, that is 
^^ in the midft of the throne, fhall feed them, and fliall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters : and God 
ihall wipe away all tears from their eyes.*' 
This luture blcfTediiiefs of the righteous is very 
commonly in the Scriptures expreffed by " olory.*' 
It is a ftate of perfe&ion, of magnificence, of fplen? 
dour, of honour. It will contain every kind of excel- 
fenoyy suid every kind of excellency dMjplayed. The 
l^la^ will be glorious ; the xsompany iRrill be glorious f 
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our bodies wilJ be glorious ; glorious will be our work^ 
our pleafiires, our reward, our praife. We fhall have 
fellow/hip with the dignified Redeemer ; " we (hall be 
^'glor'Aed together ;'* " for when He who is our life 
"ihall appear, we Ihallalfo appear with him in glory/* 
We are reminded of the charafter under which we 
lliall obtain this happinefs ; it is for " sons,** not en- 
emies, not flrangers. Such the people of God nat- 
urally are ; but by regeneration and adoption he gives 
them the quality, and the claims of children ; and on 
this relation the inheritance depends ; "if children, 
^f then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chrift.*' 
Nor will the poffeflbrs of it be few in number. The 
heavenly iiiheritance is not like the earthly "Canaan, 
confined to the Jew only ; Gehtiles alfo participate. 
The middle wall of partition is broken down, and the 
gofpel reveals a common falvatiqn, and opens a paflage 
to heaven from all the diverfities of human condition; 
and remember " many sons'* are on their way " to 
*' glory.** Do not diminifli their number by unchar- 
itable exclufions, or reduce it by gloomy fufpicions— 
*^ Wot ye not what the Scripture faith of EUas, how 
** he maketh interceflion to God againft Ifrael, faying, 
** Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged 
down thine altars ; and I am left alone, and they 
feek my life. But what faith the anfwer of God 
" unto him ? I have referved to myfelf Jeven thoufand 
" men who have not bowed the knee to the image of 
*' Baal.** He h^s always his hidden ones ; many more 
than you are aware of, ^' know his name, and love his 
** falvation ;** and though his followers may appear a^ 
fmall flock, when viewed in comparifon with the un- 

S 






138 The Sufferings of [SeR. viL 

godly who furround them ; whei> they fhall " come 
"from the eaft, and frpm the weft/' and fhall be gath- 
ered together from " all nations, and kindred, and 
" people, and tongues ;" they will be found " a great 
" multitude, which no man can number.V Such is 
the purpofe of grace which He is accompliftiing ; and^ 

III. Obferve the means by which he executes his 
defign — He conftitutes Jefus Chrift " the captain . 
*' OF THEIR salvation/' God does nothing imme- 
diately with man. He carries on all his tranfadlions 
with us through a Mediator. The reftoration of his 
people, including their redemption, converfion, perfe- 
verance, and future glory, is committed to Him ; and 
with Him we have immediately to do in all the con- 
cerns of faith, holinefs, and confolation. When God 
would bring the Ifraelites Into the land of promife, he 
placed them under the guidance of Jofhua ; when he 
would bring innumerable myriads of perifliing finners 
to glory, he puts them under the conduQ: of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Hence they are fo often faid to be given 
to him by the Father ; they are given to him, not that , 
he may receive benefit from them, but that they may 
receive benefit from him. As fo many captives, they 
are given him to ranfom as their Redeemer ; as fo 
many iheep, for him to feed as their Shepherd ; as fo 
many fcholars, for him to educate as their Teacher ; 
as fo many foldiers, for him to lead along to vidory 
and triumph, as " the Captain of their falvation.** 

For the term by which He is here held forth, car* 
ries with it an implication, that there are difficulties to 
fee encountered m the way to glory, and obftacles to 
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be overcome ; that tfi^ chriilian life is a warfare ; azul 

that as foon as we turn our " faces Zionward,*' we 

muft expeft to fight. With this accord the language 

of the Scripture, and the expedience of every good 

man. And, my dear hearers, if you think otherwife, 

you are deceived ; you may go afleep to hell, but you 

cannot go afleep to heaven. It is exertion, oppofition, 

contention, every ftep of the way. Did they who 

have gone before you find religion an eafy thing? 

What was their language ? " Lord, how are they in- 

** creafed that trouble me ! many there be that rife up 

" againfl me ; many there be which fay of my foul, 

^* there is no help for him in God.*' " We wreftle 

f ' not againft flefh and blood, but againft principalities, 

*' againft powers, againft the rulers of the darknefs of 

*^ this world, againft fpiritual wickednefs in high pla- 

*' ces." There are fome here this morning, who are 

compelled to ufe the fame language. Yes, ** without 

*^ are fightings, and within are fears," Your enemies 

are numerous and powerful, and compared with them 

you feel yourfelves to be nothing. But you are not 

without encouragement; your *' Redeemer is mighty" 

— ^Jefus is *' the Captam of your falvation." *^ He 

** teaches" your " hands to war," and your " fingers 

^ to fight," He arrays you in " the whole armour 

*^ of God." He ifTues orders, and regulates all your 

motions. He ^oes before, and animates you by his 

own example. He replenifhes your ftrength ; treads 

down your enemies before you ; makes you more than 

conquerors ; arid gives you a crown of life. Whence, 

*^ O worm Jacob," are you fo courageous ? How can 

you " threfh the mountains ?" The way is diftreffing j 
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the country through which you travel is fopnidable. 
How will you be able to reach' the land that is to be 
given you a very far off ? " Jefus Chrift is every thing 
I need ; he is given for a leader, and a commander 
to the people. I place myfelf under his care ; he 
will go where I go ; engage the foes I engage ; he 
^* will leave me in no lituation ; his Ikill is infinite, his 
power is almighty ; he has led thoufands, not one 
failing ; on him I lean ; becaufe he lives, I fhall live 
alfo ; if I have not ftruck a blow, I may ftrike with 
confidence ; or if I have fallen through a blow re- 
ceived, I can fay. Rejoice not againft me, O mine 
enemy, though I falKl fhall arife, though I fit in 
** darknefs, the Lord will be a light unto me." . 

A Fxiend and Helper fo divine. 

Does my weak courage raife ; 
He makes the glorious vidlory mine. 

And his fhall be the praife. 

The Jews always expefted that the Meffiah would 
be " the Captain of their falvation :'\ they looked for 
him in no other charafter. But miftaking the nature 
of this falvation, they grofsly erred with. regard to the 
nature of his work. They conceived of him as a tem- 
poral prince, who jQiould rufh forth with his " fword 
** upon his thigh,*' ** conquering and to conquer ;" 
fubduing the nations of the earth, and giving ** his 
^' people the heritage of the heathen.*' To their car-^ 
nal minds the manner of his viftory was a paradox. 
They could not conceive how he could. overcome by 
dying, or by a crofs reach a throne; "we have heard 
" out of the law that Chrift abideth forever : and how 
^' fayeft thou, the Son of man muft be lifted up ?'^ 
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But in tWs way h,e was ■" to be crowned with glory 
*^and honour/' His fuflferings were not oppofed to 
his exaltation j they led to it ; and the apoftle, 

IV. Reminds us of the manner in which he ob* 
tains his diftindion, and is prepared for the difcharge 
of his office — ^he " is made perfect through 
" SUFFERINGS,** The fufferings of the Saviour are 
defcribed in the gofpels with fimplidty and grandeur 
combined. . Nothing can add to the folemnity and 
force of the exhibition j and if we are notaffefted with 
the relation, it fhews that our hearts are harder than 
the rocks, which could not retain their infenlibility 
when '^ the Lord of life and glory" expired. The 
fubjeft has often come under your review. Sometimes 
we have called upon you to confider his fufferings as 
peculi^ and unpara!lleled ; and you have heard a 
plaintive Saviour faying, "is it nothing to you, all ye 
" that pafs by ? behold, and fee if there be any for- 
row like unto my forrow, which is done unto me, 
** wherewith the Lord hath ajSliflied me in the day of 
*^ his fierce anger.*' We have fometimes confidered 
his fufferings as foreknown, and lied you to, imagine 
what were his feelings while reading the prophecies, 
or foretelling himfelf the circumftances of his pafBon. 
¥rom your eye futurity is kindly concealed. Could 
fome of you be immediately informed of the troubles 
through which perhaps one year only will require you 
to wade, jou would be overwhelmed in- the profpeft. ' 
But He faw the end from the beginning, and advanced 
with Judas, and the high-prieft, and the nails, and the 
crofs, full in view, You have feen that his fufferings 
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were not the fuflFenngs of an hpur or a day j they wefje 
perpetual : from Bethlehem to Calvary " he was a 
** man of forrows, and acquainted with grief." You 
have feen him fuffering in his condition, in his charac- 
ter, in his body, in his fouL This morning you are 
led to another view of the fame interefting fubjeft, the 
accomplifliment which our Saviour derived from them j 
he was " made perfect through fufferings." It may be 
exemplified in two refpeds ; firft, by way of difcove** 
yy ; fecondly, by way of qualification. 

In perufing hiftory, what charafters principally en-, 
gage, and improve us ? Thofe who have ibruggled 
through trying and awfiil fcenes. Read the Scrip- 
tijres ; fix your eyes pn Job, and Jofeph, on David, and 
Daniel, and Paul ; were they not all " nnde perfeft 
"through fufferings?" Thepifture vpuld have no 
beauty or effeft without fhades. It is on the. rainy 
clo^d, the heavenly bow fpreads its variegated tints^ 
The charadjter of the hero is formed, and his laurels 
are gathered only in the hoftile field, among ** the 
"confufed noife of warriors, and ganpents rolleji 
y in blood.*' Never was the glory of a prince however 
illuftrious y-endered complete^ without fome. fudden re- 
verie of fortune which trjed him j foipe Ijieavy calam- 
ity, under which he had an opportunity to difgover 
|ijs internal refourqes. . That nobility is the truejl, 
which a mai^ derives, not from his pedigree, but itojxi 
himfelf ; that excellency is the greateft, which is per- 
fpnal J that glory is the moft efHipable, which jis fixed 

in our intelledual and moral attributes ; not that wh^ch 

■■■■'.■" ''ff'". " .•••• '•.,» ■ >,.* 

?i pjian locks up with his cafli, or puts by with Ijiis rib-* 
j)Qn } all thefe are extrinfical, they are no parts of th^ 



I 



Sxit. Vii*2 ^^^ Saviour Neceffary. 14i 

inan ; they are appendages ; additions fuppofe defi- 
ciencies : he IS th^ moft perfeft who needs them not^ 
Suppofe our Saviour had paffed through the world 
finoothly, attended with all the littlenefs of riches, and 
the infignificance of pomp ; how limited would have 
been his example ! how infipid the narrative of his 
life 1 how Uninterefting his charafter ! If there had 
been any thing of the beautiful, there would have been 
nothing of the fublime. How does he appear ** Chrift, 
** the wifdom of God, and the power of God ?" As 
** crucified/* Where did he ipoil *' principalities and 
** powers, miking a fhew of them openly, and tti- 
♦* umphing oV^t them ?" On the ** crofc." To what 
period does he f efer, when he flys, *^ now is the judg- 
** ment of this t^orld, now Ihall the prince of tKs 
" world h^ cart out V The hour of his death. Tfiis 
he viewed as the feafon, in which he was to be mag-' 
iiiiied arid adored ; " the hour ii come, that the 8dn 
** of man Ihould be glorified." This was the confuih- 
mation of his unexdmjiled career of excellence : ** f 
^^ mull do wonders to-day atid to-morrow, and the^ 
" third day I tnuft be perfefted-" Here is the finiflfl j 
and thie wohderd and miracles which attended his 
fufferings, were not to be compared with the principles 
and virtues, which he difplayed ih enduring them* 
Of what in his hiftdry did Mdfes and Elias fpesik^ 
when they appeared in the transfiguration ? " They 
** fpake of the deceafe, which He w^ to accompliih at 
** Jerufaleiii." In what does eviery chriffian rejdicfe? 
** God forbid that I ihould glory, fave in the ctdfe of* 
« our Lord Jefus Chrift.*' What is the tiieme of ev- 
trj minifter ? « I detlsihniri^d to knot^ liothm^,- fave 
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** Jefus Chrift, and him crucified." What is the hxy 
guage of the glorified above ? " Worthy is the Lamb^ 
** that was flain." Thus the fufferiags.of the Saviour^ 
were the means of difplaying the glqries of his charac- 
ter, and of procuring for him unbounded and everlaftr 
inghpnours. 

We are alfo to confider Him relatively ; for he in-; 
terpofed on our behalf, and having engaged for a par- < 
ticular^purpofe, whatever. qualified him fpr the execu- 
tion of dfr t^jjded to make him perfect f^ence a bod[y 
was, prepare4' him ; hence the miferfes lie epdured# . 
Eora&iucb then as the child;r^ are partakers of flefh 
and l?^ody he alfo himfelf likewlfe tookj part of the 
fiEime.::):hat Arough death hq might dellk-oy him that, 
had^tjie. power, oft death, that is the devil| j and deliv-' 
^/ef|theiT|i,; who through fear of death, w6re all their 
liJFe-tin^e (fubjeft to bondage. .For verily h^ took not 
on him the nature of angels ; but he. tookXon him 
*' the feed qJF Abraham. - Wherefore in all things, it 
\ behoved.him to be made like unto his brethren : that . 
he might be a merciful and faithful , high-prieft in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
*^ the fins of the people.'* We {hall feje more ofjthis^ 

v.: By examining the reasonabi/ENess and expe- 
diency of fuch a difpenfation — ^'^it became Him.". 
In proportion to the greatnefs of a charader, will be 
his conyiflion of the importance of order ; and the. 
mqr^ npceflfaiy will it be for him to obferve it, becaufe 
of the number of his relations, the diverfity of his con- 
peftions, and the influence of his example. Order is 
efl^ntial to virtue and tp happinefs in creatures \ and 
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God himfelf is the pattern of It ; there is nothing in 
him like tyranny, he isi influenced by reafons ; though 
independent, he is governed by rules ; though fover- 
eign, he fubmits to laws ; and only does what " be- 
" comes him," 

But we are never more liable to prefumption and 
miflake, than when we take upon us to decide what 
the Supreme Being ought to do ; or having laid down 
a particular fyftem, to fuppofe he muft conform to it, 
or forfeit his character in the eyes of the univerfe. 
Such daring language we have fometimes heard ; but, 
O ye judges of Ae Almighty, " who hath known the 
*^mind of the Lord, or being his coimfellor hath 
*^ taught him ? To whom will ye liken me, or (hall I 
** be equal with the holy One ?" *' His way is in the 
*' fea, and his path in the great waters, and his foot- 
*' fteps are not known." 

TTiere is a period approaching, in which our ca- 
pacity for examination will be enlarged ; the prejudi- 
ces which bias our minds, will be done away ; and the 
plan of divine providence and gJ^ce, will be accom- 
plifhed and explained ; then the reafons of his pro- 
ceedings -will be as fatisfkaory to us, as they wilt 
prove honourable to him y then all that is now dark 
will be enlightened, all that is now diforderly will be 
arranged, all that is now detached and fcattcred will 
be united in one beautiful whole ; and we fliall fee 
that nothing was defeftive, nothing fuperfluous, noth- 
ing infigmficant ; every thing was neceflary, nothing 
could be added to it, nothing could be taken from it. 
But it may be afked, is there no fatisfadion to be ob- 
tained befof e this illuftrious period arrives ? There is. 

T 
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For if we can afcei^tain that God has purfued jaiy par- 
ticular mode of adien, we may iHimediatoly kifer the 
reftitude of it, from the acknowledged perfe^ioa df 
the divine charafter ; and there is no medium betweeil 
this, and '^ charging him foolifhly ;" he does not ufe 
means uncertainly, or to try their fuccefs ; at one view 
he fees unerringly his end,, and his way to it, Ag^j 
if He has told us himfelf that fuch a ftep bec^une him, 
we are bound to believe hifla, however ftrange and 
exceptionable it may appear to us. And if in additioir 
to this, he has cqndefcended in a meafulre to explain 
himfelf, and to flied fome light upon the fubjefb, we 
are thankfully to avail oiirfelves of it. 

My brethren, we may apply all this to th^ fubjeSr 
before us* We know He did " make the Captain of 
our falvation perfeft through fufferia^,** and '* hie 
ways are judgment/* He has exprefsly affured us 
in his word, that it became him to do. fq ; add as h^ is 
not miftaken, fo he cannot deceive. He ha^alfo dif;? 
covered enough of his motives to fatisfy every bv(mble 
inquirer, an4 to draw forth our admiration i '*: Oh ! 
the depths of the ri<?H^s, both of th^ wifdom and 
knowledge of God I" But all this is. too generals 
Let us approach a few particular reafona which He 
has enabled us to afiign^ frotn which . the expedietiqf 
of the fufferings of our Saviour will appear. 

The firft is derived from theneceffity of e:|E;p€irien€4 

in our Guide. For how defirable was it that he wjw 

^ was appointed to lead us (o glory, fliould l^mfelf b6 

perfonally acquainted with the dangers, difficulties^ 

and trials, to which his fplldwers a^€ e:!q)o£ed in their 

[ way thither?^ Nothing would fo powerfully ^Sigage th^ 
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confidence Whfch we are to place ki him. Experi- 
ence in every cjrfe encourages dependence ; but fee 
Ae tdfflifted. It knot to the gay and prorperous, but 
to ehoffe who have been in mifery themfelves, that they 
appr<)ach wkh pleafure, and with a convidion that 
'they fliall not be heard in vain, when they cry, *' pity 
^' me, pity me, O ye my friends, for the hand of God 
"hath touched me." Sympathy is produced and 
cTierifiied by experience. If you have endured the 
Iforrow under which you behold a fellow-creature la- 
bouring, yt)u can enter into his views, feel his fenfa- 
tions, and weep with him. Who are the moft kind 
and humane ? They who have been much in the 
fchool of affliftion ; there the focial and tender affec- 
tions ^r^ nurtured. '' Be kind to ftrangers," fays God 
to Ifrael j why ? "for ye know the heart of a ftran- 
^' ^er, for ye were ftrangers in a ftrange land.'* The 
high-prieft under the law ' was " taken from among 
^',men,,that he might have pompaffion on the ignorant, 
*^and on them that are out of the way, for that he 
" hitnfelf alfp is compaffed with infirmity." AH this 
is grandly applicable to oiir Lord and Saviour ; ** f6r 
" in that he himfelf hath fuffered being tempted, he is 
*' ^ble to fyccour. them .that ai-e tempted.'* Though 
liis ftate is changed, his nature is the fame ; ** fofr we 
^^ HAVE i>ot an High-Prieft which cannot be touched 
*' with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all 
"points tempted like as we are, yet without fin.** 
This opens a fource of exquifite confolatidn, and we 
feel the pleafing motive ; " X.et us therefore come 
** boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
^' mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.'* He 
♦'knows your forrows." Are you poor ? He- knowf? 
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your indigaice ; not like fome of your wealthy neigh- 
bours, who may accidentally hear of it by report, 
while they are indulging only in luxury. He was 
poor ; '* foxes have hol,es, and the birds of the air 
have nefts, but the Son of man had not where to 
lay his head/' Do you fuffer reproach ; and are 
things laid to your charge which ycm know not ? He 
fees you, who was once deemed " a glutton, and a 
" wine-bibber; a friend of publicans and fmners,'* " a 
" Samaritan,' ' " one who had a devil," ^' a ftirrer up ' 
" of the people/' Do you feel evil fuggeftions ? The 
enemy approached Him : 

He knows what fore tMnptations mean, 
For He has feit the fame. 

Art you looking forward to the hour of death ? Your 
fellow-chriftians, and your minifters may endeavour to 
fuftain and to foothe you ; but all this comes from 
perfons who have no experience; they know not what 
it is to die ; but One will be near " to comfort thee 
*^upon thy bed of languifliing,** who has paffed 
. through the trying fcene ; who knows the feelings of 
hu^an nature in the feparation of foul and body, in 
leaving beloved friends and relations. 

A fecond reafon is to be derivied from his example : 
it was neceffary for him to ftiew us the influence of 
jbiolinefs in a ftate of fuffering. Affliftions are una- 
voidable ; they occupy a large proportion of life, and 
pf godlinefs ; many parts of religion relate entirely to 
fuflfermg, and every part receives a luftre from it. 
The chriftian is more formed from his trials, than from 
hi& enjoyments. But we are like bullocks unaccuf- 
tomed tp the yoke ; vJ^e are unfkilled in the fcience of 
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paffive obedience > even after the experience of years 
of forrow^ we know little of the holy myftery "of fuf- 
**;fering aflJidtion and of patience.*' We need in- 
ftruftion ; . " How am I to carry the crofs ? How can 
" I render it one of my chief bleflings ? What difpofi- 
" tions am I to exercife towards God, who is the Au- 
*• thor of this trouble ? or towards men, who are the 
** inftruments of it? How muft I regulate my thoughts, 
*^ words, and carriage ? Am I forbidden to feel, as well 
*< as to murmur ? Mull 1 indulge no defire, ufe no 
'' means of relief ?*' Go, anxious inquirer, and con- 
template Him who *^ fuffered for us, leaving us an ex- 
" ample that we fhould follow his fteps." See him 
enduring every indighily — ^but " when he was reviled, 
" he reviled not ag^^in ; when he fuffered, he^threat- 
" ened not, but committed himfelf to him that judgeth 
^ righteoufly.** Hear his prayer for his murderers — 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
" do/* Mark his language in the garden — ^^ Father, 
" if it be poffible, let this cup pafs from me ; never- 
^' thelefs, hot as 1 will, Ijiit as thou wilt.** In all this 
He does not fo much dazzle as guide ; here are none 
of thofe high-flown, rhapfodical expreflions, which 
proud philofophy has often placed in the mouths of its 
heroes ; he affefts no infenfibility of pain ; no indiffer- 
ence to fufFering : we fee humanity with all its natural 
feelings, only thefe feelings held under the empire of 
reafon and of grace. " Let the fame mind be in you 
" which was alfo in Chrift Jefus.** 

A third reafon is to be found in the demonftration 

'which his fufferings gave us of the divine benevolence. 

Awakened fouls find it no eafy thing to believe in 
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God^ Confcious of the wrong their fins have done 
him, and judging of the Supreme Being by them- 
felves ; it is hard to perfuade their guilty minds, that 
God is ready " to be pacified towards them for all 
**their abominations ;** and that after fuch provocations, 
he is willing to *' receive them gracioufly, and love 
^ them freely.'* Now I cannot love God, till God 
appears lovely. I fliall never approach him, till I hope 
in him. Hidden anfong the trees of the garden^ 
whither my fears had driven me j it is only the voice 
of mercy can call me forth. It is . confidence alone 
can bring me back to God j it is the fimple principle 
of our reftoration j till this be gained, nothing can be 
effefted. To place himfelf before us in this encouf - 
aging view ; to ihew us in himfelf an acceffible. refuge, 
as foon as ever we feel our danger and our mifery ; 
to keep us from turning again to folly by the defperate 
conclufion « there is no hope :'* to fcatter all our mif. 
giving fears, and to allure us mto his prefence, he was 
pleafed to lacrifice his own Son. The mf^rence is 
eafily drawn ; " He that fpared not his own Son, but 
« delivered him up for us all, how fliall He not with 
« him alfo freely give us all things.'' We behold in- 
deed the love of God in his incarnation, but much 
more in his fufferings ; thefe fuppofe the former and 
add to it. If he will take one fo dear to him, one fo 
worthy, one who always did the things which pleafed 
him, and bring him through fuch a depth of fuffering 
rather than we fliould perifli ; we are convinced that 
he will not refufe pardon and grace to returning rfin- 
ners ; and to this the facred writers turn our atten- 
tion, when they would magnify the goodnefs of God; 
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•* herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
^^ loved us, and gave his Son to be a propitiation for 
*^ our fins." " God hath commended his love towards 
*< vs, in dut while we were yet finners, Chrift died for 
*^ us. Much more then, being now juftified by his 
" Wood, we IhaH be faved from wrath through him. 
" For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
^ unto God by the death of his Son : much more be- 
** ing rec^ciled, we fliall be faved by his life.** 

Behold a fourth reaibn. As divine goodnefs afts in 
haranmy with every other perfeftion of his nature, 
'the fiifierings (rf'our SaWour were defigned to difplay 
the glory of God, as the moral ruler ojF Ae univerfe. 
There is no governing without laws ; laws are nothing 
without fanfidons. If the penalty attached to the law 
of 'God, be founded in equity, and were it otherwife, 
hbw could He have annexed it ? does not the f^ne 
principle which led hii^ to propofe ity conftrain him to 
maintain it ? Suppofe a ^vemor, when he eftabliflies 
a new fyftem of legifllition, were to iflue a proclamation 
that whoever truifgrefied it fhould be pardoned upoft 
\m repentance and reformation; would. not this di&rm 
the law of all its terrors, and rather encourage than 
reprefs the violation of it ? Is the gofpel fiuch an ene^ 
my tO' the law ? ** Do we by faith make void the law? 
" Yea, we eftabliih the law.*^ We do not however 
on this fobjed, go all the lengths to which fome ad-^ 
vance. We would not ^^ limit the Holy One of Kra^ 
*^ el :*' or affirm that He eould not have pardoned fin 
^thout an atonement. Let us remember the Sa-^ 
preme Majefly is accoimtable to none ; let us not try 
tp f^ the bounds of abfolute prerogative. Our Sa^ 
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viour in the garden does not indeed intimate that thd ' 
cup could not pafs from him ; but he refolves this im- ' 
poflibility into the will of God. It is fufficient for' 
us to know that in this way God chofe to glorify his 
perfeftions, and that to us no other way appears, in 
which we could have had an equal difplay of the di-* 
vine attributes. Juftice could have feized the tranf^ 
greflbr ; or mercy could have fpared him ; bwt in th^ 
cafe before us, both juftice and mercy are blended iil 
their exercife ; we fee the one in requiring this medi- 
tation, the other in providing it. The law i^ fecured, 
and the offender t^o. Sin is condemned, and the (in- 
ner pardoned ; and God neither beholds the iniquity, 
or the mifery of man. Thefe we conceive to be a few 
of the reafons why " it became Him, for whom. are all 
'* things, and by whom are all things, in bringing ma-- 
•* ny fons unto glory, to make the Captain of their fai-' 
** vation perfedt through fuff*ei|ngs.** 

We clofe thefubjeft with two refleftions. 

Firft, Let not chriftians think it " ftrange** if they 
fliould be called to fuffer. Let them learn, " how to 
'* be abafed,*' se well as *' how to aboimd C* let tiiem' 
determine to pafs " through evil report," as weU a& 
*'good report :'* and be willing to deny themfelves 
and take up their crofs, and follow him. The gofpel 
does not deceive us : it informs us only of one way, by 
which we can reach the crown ; in this we fee all our 
brethren walking, and our elder Brother going before 
them ; but we are looking for a fmoother paflage ; we 
would be children, and not cbaftifed ; gold, and not 
tried ; foldiers, and not " endure hardnefs ;" chriftianssi 
and not like Ghrift. Are the members to have no 
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fympathy with the fuflfering Head ? Are you not cho- 
fen to " be conformed to his image?" Obfi^re his 
likenefs ; fee his forrowful features ; how " his vifage 
*' IS marred more than any man's, and his form than 
** the fens of men.*' Can you refemble him, and not 
fuffer ? Is it not an honour to have fellowfhip with him 
in his fufferings ? Would you wifli for the friendfhip 
of that .world, whofe malice he continually bore ? 
Would you only have eafe, where he only had trou- 
ble ? or nothing but honour, where he had nothing but 
difgrace ? Would you reign with him, and not fuffer 
"with him ? Can the common foldiei* complain, whea 
he fees the commander enduring the fame privations 
witb himfelf ? ",The difciple is not above his matter, 

nor the fervant above his lord : it is enough for the 

difciple that he be as his mafter, and the fervant as 
*' his lord/' But, ah ! what are your fufferings, com- 
pared with His ? Are you oppreffed ? look before you, 
and fee him carrying a crofs infinitely heavier \ carry- 
ing it for you ; carrying it without a groan — Oh ! 
** confider Him that endured fuch contradiftion of 

finners againft himfelf, left ye be wearied and faint 

in your minds/' 

Secondly, If the fufferings of Chrift were fo va- 
rioufly ufeful and neceffary, and of fuch high impor- 
tance in the view of God, can minifters dwell too 
much upon them in their preaching ? Can chriftians 
cftimate them too highly, or make too much of them 
in their meditations, and in the exercifes of their faith 
and of their devotion ? And if an ordinance be eftab- 
Uihed in the church as a memorial of his fufferings, 

U 
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fliould, they not thankfully embrace every opportunity 
of attending it ? 

Such, chriftians, is the inftitution of the Lord*s Sup- 
per, of which you are going to partake ; approach, 
and in lively memorials behold " Jefus Chrifl evident- 
** ly fet forth, crucified among you/* " For as oft 
*' as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew 
*^ forth the Lord's death till he fhall come." Draw 
near, and looking on Him who was pierced by you 
and for you, mourn and rejoice. Draw near, and ex- 
ercife faith, aided even by the medium of fenfe ; and 
of the bed Objeft, take the bed view it is in your pow- 
er to enjoy ; till " you fliall fee Him as he is,*' and 
joining a nobler affembly, Ihall fmg the fong which 
you are loving and learning now, " unto Him that lov- 
^* ed us, and wafhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
** and hath made us kings and priefts unto God and 
^ his Fatter, be glory and dominion for ever and ev- 
•* er.'* Amen. 



SERMON VIII. 



THE CONDEMNATION OF SELF-WILL. 



Job xxsdv. 33. 
Should it be according to thy mind ? 

Oh ! that I were made judge in the 
** land ; that every man which hath any fuit, or caufe, 
*^ might come unto me, and I would do him juftice." 
Such was u|ie language of Abfalom, when labouring to 
promote and to juftify a mea&re, the deflgn of which 
wa& to exclude David from the throne, and to eftab- 
lifli a uAirper. It is the common eloquence of faction, 
which always knows how much eafier it is to cenfure 
than to reform ; which loves to talk of the facility of 
government) and to hide the difficulties ; which is fure 
to fix on evib which are often unavoidable, and to dif- 
regard advantages, in the procuring of which human 
prudence has fome fiiare ; and which is ever making 
ccHuparifons between long eftablifhed inftitudons, the 
fober value of which cannot ftrike with the fr efhnefs of 
novelty, and the charming fcenes to be found in the 
paradife of fpeculation. 

Who is not ready to condemn Abfalom ? — *' Young 
man, while the king is employed in the cares and 
perplexities of empire, it is an eafy thing for you to 



<4 



156 The Condemnation {[Ser. viii. 

" fit in the gate, and deal forth your refleftions and 
" your promifes. Are you not a fubjeft ? Are you 
*' not a fon ? Are you not in experience, and every 
*' other qualification, inferior to your father, and your 
" fovereign ? 

I go further ; if a perfon were to rife up in this af- 
fembiy, and endeavour to draw away difciples after 
him ; if holding the fame language with regard to God, 
which Abfalom ufed with regard to David, he fhould 
fay, " Oh ! that I were made governor in the world ; 
" things (hould not be as they now are : the ways of 
^' the Lord are not equal : the Almighty perverts judg- 
'^ ment ;'* I am perfuaded you would be ready to drive 
him from the fanftuary, and to ftone him with ftones, 
feying, " thou child of the devil, thou enemy, of all 
^* righteoufnefs, when wilt thou ceafe to pervert the 
^* right ways of God V* But what, my hearers, if there 
Ihould be found here of fuch a defcription, not one 
charafter only, but many ; what, if in condemning 
this fuppofed blafphemer, you have pronounced judg- 
ment on yourfelves ? Why, the fentiment in various 
degrees prevails in all mankind. If they do not avow 
it, they indulge it ; if they do not exprefs it in words, 
it is to be derived by fair inference from their actions. 
For are they not difpleafed with the divine proceed- 
ings ? Do they not murmur ait thofe events, which im- 
der his adminiftration are perpetually occurring ? Are 
they not always fuggefting arrangements which they 
. deem preferable to thofe which the Governor of the 
world has planned ? This is the fubjeO: which is to en- 
gage your attention this morning ; and it is a fubjefl 
of fuperior importance, and vill be found to poflefs a 
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commanding influence over your duty and your hap- 
pinefs. Obferve the words which we have read as 
the foundarion of the exercife. ^' Should it be accord- 
" ing to thy mind ?'* The fpeaker is Elihu ; a per- 
fon^Lge which the facred hiftorian introduces in a man- 
ner fo extraordinary, that commentators know not 
what to make of him. Some have taken him for the 
Son of God ; others for a prophet ; all for a wife and 
good man. The meaning of the queftion is obvious ; 
" Shall the Supreme Being do nothing without thy 
^* confent ? Should He aflc counfel of thee ? Ought 
** He to regulate his difpenfations according to thy 
** views and defires ? Should it be according to thy 
'*nund?'* He does not fpecify any particular cafe, 
which makes the inquiry the more ftriking and ufeful, 
and juftifies an application of it, the moft general and 
compreheniTve. Elihu, like the other friends of Job, 
faid fome things harfli and improper ; but when he 
afked, " fhould it be according to thy mind ^' Job 
ftiould inftantly have anfwered. No. And were your 
preacher to addrefs the fame queftion individually to 
this aiffmbly, you Ihould all immediately anfwer. No. 
To bring you to this temper, we (hall enlarge on the 
defire of having things " according to our mind.'* I. 

As COMMON. II. As UNREASONABLE. III. As CRIM- 
INAL. IV. As DANGEROUS. V. As IMPRACTICABLE. 

Confider what I fay, and the Lord give you un^ 
ftanding in all things." 

I. To have things *' according to our mind" is 
a very common wifh. Man is naturally felf-willed. 
The difpofition appears very early in our children. 
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All fin is a contrition againfl: the will of God ; it be- 
gan in paradife. Adam difobeyed the prohibition to 
** touch of the tree of knowledge of good and evil,'* 
wd all his pofterity have unhappily followed his ex- 
ample. What God forbids, we defire and purfue ; 
what He enjoins, we diflike and oppofe* Yea, ** the 
** carnal mind is enmity againft God ; it is not fubjed 
" to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 

Enter the world of grace. Behold the revelation 
which God has given us. One deems it mmeceffary j 
£[)r a fecond it is too fimple ; for a third it is toa 
j^yfterious. See Jefus Chrift crucified. He is *' to 
^ the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
" foolifhnefs." God has "fet" his " King upon hia 
" holy hill of Zion,'* and has fwom " that to him 
^ every knee flail bow, and every tongue confefs j" 
the language of thofe who hear this determination is, 
** we will not have this man to reign over us." 
When we begin to think of returning to God, it is 
not by the way which *' He has confecrated for us," 
but by a way of our own devifing. We labour, not 
defpairing of our own ftrength, while prophets and 
apoftks teach us to implore help, and to place all our 
dependence on Him, whofe *' grace" alone *^ is 
^^ fufficient for" us. We feek to be juftified by our 
own works, while the gofpel affures us we muft be 
juftified by " the faith of Chrift ;" and many a furly 
Naaman exclaims, " Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
^^ rivers of Damafcus, better than all the waters of 
^^ Ifrael ? may I not waffii in them, and be clean ? So 
** he turned, and went away in a rage." And the 
fame is to be feen in the world of Providence. Who 
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is " content with fuch things as'* he has ? Who does 
not covet what is denied him ? Who does not envy the 
fuperior condition of his neighbour ? Who does not 
long to be at his own difpofal ? If he draw off hb 
eyes from others, and look' inwardly, every man will 
find *^ a pope in his own bofom ;*' he would have 
every thing according to his own mind j he would have 

his own mind the meafure, both of all he does to- 
wards God, and of all God does towards him. 

Acknowledged— -But is not this difpofition crulhed 
in converfion, and are not the Lord's *^ people made 
** willing in the day of his power ?** See Saul of Tar- 
fus on his knees ; " behold he prayeth*' — *^ Lord^ 
** what wilt thou have me to do ?*' David wraps 
himfelf up in the ftillnefs of patience and fubmiflion : 
** I was dumb, I opened no^ my mouth, becaufe thou 
" didft it.'* There ftands old Eli ; he has received the 
moft diftreffing intelligence, and pioufiy exclaims ^* it 
" is the Lord, let Him do what feemeth him good." 
A gracious woman in deep affliftion was once heard to 
fay, ** I mourn, but I do not murmur/' We have read 
of one, who, when informed that her two fone, her 
only children, were drowned, faid in all the majefty 
of grief, and with an heavenly compofure, ** 1 fee God 
** is refolved to have all my heart, and I am reJblved 
** He SHALL have it." Ah ! here you behold the 
iaints in thdr choiceft moments, and in their bed 
frames ; for their fandification is imperfeA in all its 
parts J too nrach of this felf-will remains even in them i 
they are moft gratified when Aey find the divifie pro- 
ceedings falling into the diredion which they had pw*<' 
fcribed J they are too much elated when their fefeemie 
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fucceed, and too nrach depreffed when their hopest 
are jfruftrated. They do indeed, love the will of God j 
and we are far -from faying, that they would have 
nothing done according to his mind ; but they are 
often folicitous to have too many things done according 
to their own. 

. 11. Thisdefire is unreasonable. And it will eafily 
appear ; for we are wholly unqualified to govern, while 
God is every way adequate to the work in which He 
is engaged j and therefore nothing can be more abfurd 
than to labour to difpleafe Him, and fubftitute ourfelves 
as the creators of deftiny, the regulators of events. 
For, to throw open this thought — ^His power is al- 
mighty ; his refources are boundlefs ; '' his under- 
*^ ftanding is infinite*'* He fees all things in their originy 
in their connexions, in their dependencies, in their re- 
mote efFeds ; He is " wonderful in counfel, and ex- 
** cellent in working.*' This is the Being you wifh 
to fet afide ; and who is to be his fucceffor iin empire ? 
You, a worm of the earth ; you, whofe " foundation 
is in the duft ;** you, who are '' cruflied before the 
moth ;*' you, who are of "yefterday, and know 
nothing ;** you, who "know not what a day may 
"bring forth.** 

Placed in an obfcure comer of the univerfe, where 
only a fmall proportion of God*s works paffes under 
his review ; fixed in a valley, whofe furroundiug hills 
intercept his profpefts j a prifoner even there, looking 
only through grates and bars ; his very dungeon enr 
veloped in mifts and fogs ; his eyes alfo dim by reafon 
of weakneis ; fuch is man ! ^and this "vain man would 
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** be wife ;** this is the candidate, who deems himfelf 
by his propofal capable of governing, and wiihes to 
arrange things according to his mind. 

My brethren, have you not often found yourfelves 
miftaken, where you deemed yourfelves moll fure ? 
Have you not frequently erred in judging yourfelves j 
and generally erred in judging others ? Do you not 
blame thofe who condemn any of your proceedings 
before they underftandthem, efpecially when theobje&s 
pn which they deqide fall not within the fphere of their 
knowledge or observation i What would you think 
of afubjed:, whofcarcely competent to guide the petty 
concerns of his own houfehold, would rufti forth to 
affume the dire£lion of the affairs of an enlarged em- 
pire, after cenfuring meafures which he does not com- 
j)rehend, cannot comprehend ; whofe labyrinths he 
cannot trace, whofe extenfive bearings.he cannot reach, 
whofe diflant confequences he cannot calculate ? All 
this imagery is weak when applied to " the man who 
" ftriveth with his Maker,'* and " afks, what doft 
*« Thou?** Forwhateverdifferencesfubfiftbetweenman 
and man, all are partakers of the fame nature, and all 
are liable to err •, but " in God there is no darknefs at 
*< all/' " Is there unrighteoufnefs with God.? God 
«< forbid : how thai could God judge the world ?'* 

If we know not the peculiarities of the difeafe, how 
can we judge properly of the remedy which the 
jphyfician prefcribes? If we know not die ftatiom 
which the fon is deftined to occupy, how can we judge 
of the wifdom of the father in the education he is giv- 
ing him ? And how can we decide on the means which 
^the Supreme 9eing employs, while we are ignorant 
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of the reafons which move hhn^ and the plan whiclt he 
holds in view ? A providence occurs ; it firikes us ; 
we endeavour to explain it j but iscre We certain that 
we have feized the true meaning ? Perhaps what we 
take as an end, may be only the \vay j what" we take 
as the whole, may be only a part j what we def)recate 
may be a bleffing, and*what we implore maybe a 
curfe ; what appears confufion may be the tendencies 
of order: and what looks like the difafter of Provi- 
dence, may be the preparation of its tnumph. . " Caiift 
" thou by fearching find out God ? canft thou find 
** out the Almighty unto perfeftion/?** ".Such knowf- 
'^edge is' too wonderful for^* us ; '" it isliigh," we 
" cannot attain unto it/' " O the depths of the riches 
*' both of the wifddm and knowledge' of God ! how 
unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways are paft 
finding out ! For who hath known the mind of the 
"Lord, or who hath been his counfellor?** Dp not 
mifunderftand the inference we would draw from thefe 
premifes ; there is nothing Ihaiheful in the limitation 
of our powers, nor ftiould we be miferable becaufe we 
poiTefe only a degree of intelligence ; but let us not 
forget our ignorance ; let us not " darken counfel by 
*' words without knowledge ;'* let us not fummon to 
our tribunal " the only wife God,'* and condemn all 
that accords not with our contraded notions. Before 
we begin to reform, let us be fatisfied an amendment 
Js neceffary , and before we cenfure, let us underftand. 

' ' ' f ' 

III. The defire of having things " according to our 
"mind** is CRiMi>jfAL. Thefourcesarebad. "Men 
" do not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles/* 
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It strgues ingratitude ; it is iixfinite):condefcenfion in 
God to be " miridfijl of us ;'* to be willing to manage 
our concerns, and to allow us' to cjaft all our care 
upon him, with an aflUrance " that h^ eareth forus," 
and will make ^* all things to work together for our 
"good." For all this he furely defetves our thankfid 
acknowledgments; and we infult him with murmuring 
Cdmplamts ! What can be more vile, than for a poor 
dependent creature, who holds his Tery being by the 
good pleafure of his Maker, and poffeffes nothing un- 
derived from the bounty of his benefaftor, to overlook 
fo many-expreffions of his goodnefs, becaufe he com- 
j^es not with every fond defire ! What can be bafer 
^aa our repining, when the very fame kindnefs which 
urges Providence to give, determines it alfo to refufe ! 
• It fprings from difcontent ; it ftiews that we are dif- 
^leafed with his dealings ; for if we were not diflatisfi- 
ed, why do we defire a change ? This was the fin of 
the Jfraelites in wiihing a king; It did not confifl in 
defiring a monarchy,- they would have finned equally 
in demanding any other form of government. But 
they were under the immediate empire of God, and 
He had not pleafed them ; they would fet him right ; 
they " charged Him foolifhly;'* they would be Hke the 
*^ reft of the nations,** when It was his pleafure that 
they fhould be a peculiar people ; '' the people fhali 
** idA^ell alone, andfhallnot be reckoned among the na- 
^* tions.'* .' 

It betrays earthly-mindednefs ; the foul feels it when 
^ cleaviiig to the diift." According to our attach- 
ments, will be, all thi'ough life, our affliflions and our 
perplexities.' When you find yourfelves in profper. 
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ous circumftances, furrounded with affliience and 
friends, enjoying 'health and peace, the providence of 
God is not only agreeable but intelKgible. We ne'vw 
hear you exclsdmy as you "join houfe to houfe, and 
" add field to field,** Oh ! how myfterious the dealings 
of God are ! But when the fcene is reverfed ; then, 
not only hard thoughts of God are entertained, but all 
is embarraflhient,; " his way is in thp.fea, and his path 
''in the deep waters, and his footfteps are not known/' 
What, does not God ftill continue to govern ? Has he 
iefs wifdom in a cloudy day thaa in a fine one ? Why 
does every difpenfation of Providence become intri- 
cate as foon as it affe^ you ? Are you fo innocent as^ 
to render it doubtful, whether you can. be lawfully 
touched ? Are you fuch attentive fcholars, as to ren-* 
der a ftroke of the rod a myftery ? Is God in bleffing 
his people, confined to one clafs of means only? Do not 
'' thefe light afflidtions, which are but for a moment, 
" work out for you a far more exceeding and eternal 
" weight of glory ?" So much more attached are we 
to our flelhly interefts, than to our ^iritual cbncen)S5 
fo much more are we influenced by " things feen aaid 
" temporal, than by thofe things which are unfeeaand 
<' eternal/' 

It is the produce of impatience ; this will fufer vt^ 
delay, this can bear no denial, this ftruggles to be fiiie 
from all controul, and cries " let us break** his 
" bands afunder, andcaftaway'* thefe ''cords frcmi us.'* 

It is the offspring of pride and independence ; the. 
curfed difpofition which expelled angek from heav^% 
and Adam from para4ife» fei a word, it is a pre*. 
%iiptuous invafion of the authority and preyog^dyex 
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0f God. Your place is the footftool, not the throne ) 
you are to fallow, not to lead ; to obey, not Po didtate. 
Suppofe a flranger, or a neighbour, ihould come in- 
to your family, and begin to new-place the ornaments 
md utenfits o( your rooms, to order your children, to 
command your fervants, to rule your houfe, you 
would blame him. And on what principle ? This is 
not his office ; this is not his province ; he- is an itttrur 
der. Maintain your diftance here, and do not en- 
croach on the divine rights. You did not create the 
fmiverle, it does not depend on your care ; the world 
is not yours, nor the fiillnefs thereof, nor even your- 
felves ; YE are not your own ; but there is One to 
whom the whole belongs ; «* he is Lord of all." God 
cannot have an equal, and he vnXl not have a rival. 
A prince may be pleafed, if his ftibjefts endeavour to 
imitate him in his mercy, his goodnefe, his truth, or in 
any of thojfe virtues which are common to perfons in 
all fki^tsons ; hereby they honour him, but if they im.- 
itate him in his regalia, in thofe attributes and a£Hon$ 
which are peculiar to him as a king ; if like him they 
af]Mre to wear a crown j to enaft laws, to declare peace 
and war, to levy contributions, to new-model the ftate, 
they are guilty of high treafon. 

IV. The defire of having things " according to our 
^^mind,** is dangeroits. If it were accomplifhed, 
all parties would fuffer ; God, our fellow-creatures,^ 
and ourfelves. 

Firft, The honour of God would fuffer. Nothing 
Kow occurs by chance ; every thing falls under the 
|?egulation of divine Proyidence, and as aflfairs are i^ov 
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managed, they all fubferye the purpofe of Heaven^ 
they all advMice the glory ctf God ; €:ven " the wrath 
** of man pf aifes Him, and the remainder of it he re- 
"ftrains/* If you had the direfUon of th6 whole, 
would this be the fure refult ? Would You make the 
honour of God invariably your guide I Would you 
bend every claim and every occurrence to this fubl}me 
end ? Tou may imagine you would ; and nothing is 
more common than to hear people making coftly 
promifes, the execution of which only, requires enlarg- 
ed opportunities and capacities '; but " the heart is 
** deceitful above all things ;" and no man has reafon 
to conclude that he would glorify God with greater 
powers, who does not iemploy for him .the abilities 
which he already poffeffes. We may fee this exem- 
plified with regard to property. Many profeffors of 
religion whofe wealth has increafed, do lefs in propor- 
tion, and I fear in fome cafes lefs in feft, for tl^e caufe 
of God, than while in more limited circumftances^ and 
,when their profpefts were not flattering enough tp 
jrender it worth while for them to blecome covetous^ 

Secondly, The welfare of our fellowrcreatures? 
would fuffer. The principle of felfifluiefs is qommon 
to depraved nature ; for who loves his neighbour as 
himfelf ? Who, in forming his plans, would confider 
the conv^iences and advantages of others, as well as 
his own ? The traveller would have the weather to ac- 
commodate his journey, regardlefs of the parched 
fields of the hulbandman. That enemy would be dif- 
appointed and cruflied ; that favourite would be indulg- 
ed to f uin, felfifh individuality would every where pre- 
dominate, and public utility would be facrificed on the 
altar of private intereft. 
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To come ftearer ; your own happinefs would,^ 
thirdly, fuffer ; and you would prove the greatefl: en- 
emies to yourfelVes, You would be too eager to 
choofe well ; you would not have firmnefs to refufe a 
prefent gratification for the fake of a future good. 
You would be too carnal to choofe well ; nature 
would fpeak before grace ; the pleafing would be pre- 
ferred to the profitable ; imaginary wants would be 
inore numerous than real ones. The Ifraelites were 
clamorous for " flefli y* biit it was not to relieve their 
neceflities — " they a&ed meat for ^heir luffs ;*' and 
^* he gave them their heart's defire, butfent leannefs 
^' into' their fouls." As in nature the moft beautiful 
plants are not always the moft wholefome or innocent, 
fo it is in hunian life ; a thing is not beneficial becaufe 
It is gratifying, or good becaufe our paflions ' and appe- 
tites may pronounce it fo. " And Lot lift:ed up his 
" eyes, and beheld iall the plain of Jordan, that it was 
*' wellwatered eveiy where. Then Lot chofehim all 
" the plain of Jordan.** It was a fehfual choice ; faith 
had no influence ih this determination ; it was made 
regardlefs of the welfare of his foul, the falvation of 
his family, arid the honour of religion. And in what 
embarraffments, dangers, and calamities, did this pre£ 
erence involve him ? ' The next time* We hear of him, 
he is taken captive by the five kings ; then " his righ- 
^^ teous foul is vexed daily by the filthy converfation of 
"the" ungodly; then he is burned out with the lofs 
of all his fubftance ; fome of his refations perifh in the 
overthrow; hi^'viare, attached to the place, looks 
back, and becomes a pillar of fait ; his two daughters, 
fiiade fhamelefs by the mani^ers of the inhabitants, ren- 
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der their father inceftuous j and his ** grey hairs" are 
brought " down with forrow to the grave.** 

In a word, you would be too ignorant to choofe 
well. Did you ever obferve the queftion of the infpi- 
red preacher ? " Who knoweth what is good for man 
" in this life j all the days of this vain life, which he 
*' ^endeth as a fhadow ?** The anfwer is. No one 
knows. Look around you, and you will fee mjen ea-* 
ger to change their conditions, but proving by their 
behaviour in the new ftations they occupy, that they 
are no nearer iatisfadtion than before. They rufh 
forth aifured of finding a paradiie, but thorns and bri- 
ars, foon convince, them that they are entangle^ in ^ 
wildernefs. The msui of bufinefs, and the man of 
leifure, envy each other ; they exchange, and go on 
complaining. The poor imagine that wealth would 
free them from care j they obtain it, but " in the fullr 
" nefs of their fufficiency they are in ftraits.** Th^ 
retired long for ftations of eminence, but befide th^ 
trouble and danger of climbing the fteep afcent of 
Jionour, they are compelled to leave their enjoyments 
in the vale below ; often from the brow of the hill fur* 
veying them ; often defiring them> but they cannot get 
down again. 

In order to determine what will promote our happi- 
nefg, it is neceffary for us to know the things themfelves^ 
from among which we are to make our choice j how 
far it is in their power to yield pleafure ; whether their 
natural tendency may not be counterafked ; what are 
their ordinary effefts. Nor is it lefs needful to tmder'^ 
ftand ourfelves ; for a man muit be adapted to his con*- 
dition^ or he will never be hafpy ia it ; tha( which fujyt^ 
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suiother, may not fuit me ; what may wear eafy on 
him, may be an incumbrance to me. Now to know 
whether a condition would accord with us, and be 
to our advantage, we muft know ourfelves better 
than we do ; our ftrength and our weaknefs ; our nat- 
ural peculiarities, and our acquired propenfities ; our 
intelleflual abilities, and our moral qualifications. And 
here another difficulty occurs. It is impoflible for us 
to judge of ourfelves in untried connexions and fitua- 
tions ; and the reafon is obvious. We go forward to 
thefe fcenes in imagination only, with our present* 
fentiments and inclinations, not remembering that our 
characters are formed and unfolded by circumftances ; 
that we]change with events ; that the fridkion o^ new 
objects elicits new feelings, quickens dormant guilt, and 
calls fortb improbable corruption* The water is clear 
till the muddy fediment is difturbed. In private life Ha- 
zael abhorred the thought of inhumanity^ When the 
loan of God viewed him with tears, and predifted the 
cruelties of his future reign, he Was filled with horror, 
and excls^med, ^^ Is thy fervant a dog, that he fhoujd 
** do this thittg ?^' But he went forward, arrived at the 
foot of the throne, exchanged the man for the tyrant, 
and becan;ie ,the monJ3:er which he had execrated. 

We are not only liable to err on the fide of our 
hopes, but aUb of ourfears* What in diftant profpe& 
filkd us with, an^ety and dread, as it approached 
incMre near was found the beginning of a train of friend& 
laid bleffings, i all haftening along to do us good. Had 
Jofeph remained under the wing of hi^ fond father, he 
wotdid have lived and died an infignificant individual ; 
Ibul i^^m%p^ ^t aad the pxifoa he (Ispa up into ih& 
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fecond chariot in the kingdom, and becomes the fa- 
viour of furrounding countries. Ah ! if things had 
been arranged according to your mind, what affidtions 
would fome of you have efcaped," and what benefits 
would you have loft ? For " though no chaftening for 
the prefent feemeth to be joyous but grievous, nev- 
erthelefs afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of 
righteoufnefs to them that are exercifed thereby/'^ 
And (hould we not principally value that which is 
MORALLY good for US ; that which influences and fe- 
cures our eternal welfare ; that by which the fafety of 
the foul is leaft endangered, and the fan£J:ific^tion of the 
foul is moft promoted ? Upon this principle I am per- 
fuaded many of you are ready to add your teftimony to 
the confefliions of former fufferers, and to fay, " it is 
" good for me that I have been aflSlided." " Difeafe,** 
fays one, " commiflioned from above, fought me out, 
** found me in a crowd, detached me from the multi- 
" tude, led me into a chamber of folitude, ftretched 
" me upon a bed of languifliing, and drew up eternity 
** clofe to my view ; I never prayed before/* Says 
another, ** my life was bound up in a beloved relation ; 
I faw my gourd fmitten, and beginning to wither ; 
I trembled ; I watched the procefs of a danger which 
doomed all my happinefs to the grave ; in that mo- 
** ment of bereavement, the world which had enamour- 
ed was deprived of all its attraftions ; I brolce from 
the arms of fympathizing friends, faying. Where is 
God my Maker, that giveth fongs in the night ? I en- 
^* teredmy clofet,and faid,Now,Lord,what wait I for ? 
my hope is in thee.*' " Into what miieries," fays a 
third, " fhould I have feUen, if He had «given me up 
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'* in fuch an enterprife to my own counfel ! I fhould 
" have advanced till I had fallen from a dangerous 
** precipice, if He had not hedged up my way with 
** thorns ; at firft I murmured at the check, but when 
" I looked over, and faw the abyfs, I kneeled and faid, 
Lord, I am thine ; fave me in every future periL" 
Thus by experience He has been convincing you, that 
the way of man is not in himfelf," and that " it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his fteps ;** and 
having feen the hazards to which you would be expofed 
in managing for yourfelves, you are now on your knees 
faying, ** He fhall choofe our inheritance for us," 
** Surely I have behaved and quieted myfelf as a child 
" that is weaned from his mother ; my foul is even as 
'^ a weaned . child." 

We have only one more view to take of thefubjeft. 
The defire of having things " accordingtoour mind"is, 

V. Impracticable. Obferve only two things. 
Firft, the defires of mankind in ten thouland inftances^ 
are oppofite to each other ; hence they cannot be all 
accompliflied. Secondly, the plan of divine govern- 
ment is already fixed ; the machine is in motion ; it is 
rolling by, and we can neither arreft its progrefs, or 
give it a new direction. '' He is in one mind, and who 
" can turn Him ? and what his foul defireth, even that 
" He doeth ; for He performeth the thing that is ap- 
" pointed for me, and many fuch things are with him." 
" Our God is in the heavens; he hath done whatfoever 
*' hepl^Jed." "Declaring theend from beginning,and 
*' froni ancient times the things that are not yet done^ 
faying, my "coimfelfliallftand,andI will do allmy pleat 
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^^ure." Howiifelefst|iereforeis your anxiety ! "Which 
of you by taking thought can add one cubit to his 
ftature ?" You may repine 5 but you fret and rage 
in vain, God will not yield up the reins into your 
hands, <> He teareth himfelf in his anger : fliall the 
** earth be forfaken for thee ? and fhall the rock be 
'* removed out of his place ?** " Should it be according 
^' to thy mind ? He will recompenfe it, whether thou 
^^ refufe, or whether thou choofe.*'' Having eftablifli-* 
ed a general principle, it will be necejTary to make 
fuch an application as will preclude the abufe of it, and 
render it ufeful to promote refignation, to encourage 
our faith, and to animate our hope. 

Firft, Let not the confcientiouschriftianfuj^ofe him^ 
felf guilty of the difpofltion we cenfure, when he only 
indulges allowed defire. You may alk of God any 
temporal blefflng conditionally, and with fubmiifion to 
the pleafure of the Almighty. Are you in trouble ? af-? 
fliftions are not immutable difpenfations $ and your 
praying for their removal will notbeftrivingwith Prov* 
idence, if you are .willing to refer the cafe uldmateiy 
to the determination of infinite Ivifdom and goodnefs, 
and to acquiefce in the decifion. Thus did our Saviour ; 
*^ Father, if it be poffible, let this cup pafs from me } 
** neverthelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt.** To 
offer a humble petition differs widely from making a 
demand, or propofing a taik. When our defires are 
rafh, unqualified, impetuous, enforcmg, they are not on- 
ly ofFenflve to God, but they injure d^e foul, and they 
injure our caufe. If, to ufe the expreffion, when we 
infift upon an objeft, we are gratified, the indulgence 
Is dreadful, it is a curfe, Thus God punifhe^ • tho 
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linful importunity of the Jews ; <' He gave them a 
*^ king in his anger, and took him away in his wrath.** 
But if He loves you, in fuch a cafe He will be fare to 
deny you ; he will teach you by his refufal, that he has 
a right to withhold, and that you have no claims upon 
the Giver ; he will bring you to fupplicate what before 
you feemed to order. He fees that while you are thus 
paffionately eager, he cannot with fafety indulge you 
with the objejft; you would make too much of it. He is 
a God of judgment, and he waits acooler and more fober 
frame of mind, when you can receive it properly, and 
not be fo loft in the gift, as to difregard the Giver. 
The beft way for a cbriflaan to gain any temporal good, 
is to feek softer a holy indifference ; the moment it 
ceafes to be dangerous. He will be i*eady to gratify 
you, for " He taketh pleafure in the profperity of his 
*^fervanfs.** 

Secondly* The fubjedl: preaches fubmiffion. It pow- 
erfully urges you to leave yourfelves to the difpofal of 
divine Providence j to lie as clay in the hands of the 
fOrtter, willing to recdye any (bape he choofes to give 
you, or to tzJie any impreffion he is pleafed to impofe ; 
to keep your eye towards th^ fiery cloudy pillar, and 
to be ready to move as it moves, turn as it turns, paufe 
as it paufes. And is not aU this implied in your pro- 
feffion.^^reibluticns, and vows ? Do you not remember 
a time when you gave your God, what you had too 
long withheld from himr— your heart ? And have you 
i^t oft^ finije raietved this engagement ? Are there 
no feafons ki your experience, no fpots in your walks$ 
made facred 'm your recolleftiqn by freih dedications 
of yourfelves to Hina ? When the will is in wifon w|tb 
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the will of God, which i& perfeft reflitude, it is enno- 
bled. To be like-minded with God, is the higheft 
honour we can ever poffefs; to furrender ourfelves to 
his pleafure, is the pureft aft of obedience we can ever 
perform. It is the effence of holinefs, to do what God 
loves, and to love what God does. And as nothing 
can be more pious, fo nothing can be more wife than 
fuch a refignation. If your will correfponds wth 
the will of God, you may be always fure of its accom- 
plifhment : " commit thy works unto the Lord, and 
*< thy thoughts fhall be eftablifhed." This is the only 
way to be happy in a miferable world ; on this all your 
fatisiaftion depends. He knows what things you have 
need of, and what will be for your advantage. Depend 
on Him. Follow Him. ' Secure His favour j refer all 
to Him, and leave all with Him. *^ It is vain for you 
to rife up early, to fit up late, to eat the bread of 
forrows : for fo he giveth his beloved fleep.** ** Be 
careful for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer 
and fupplication with thankfgiving, let your requefts 
** be made known unto God ; and the peace of God, 
"which paffeth all underftanding, fliall keep your 
" hearts and minds through Chrift Jefus.** 

Thirdly, Let the fubjeft infpire you with confola- 
tion. Make ufe of the queftion to reprefs all the un- 
eafineffes which you would otherwife feel wh«n you 
contemplate the diverfity of human aflFairs. Remem- 
ber it when you think of the world, and your imagina- 
tion is bufied in fchemes of revolution and reforma- 
tion. Remember it when you think of the ftate of 
the nation, and deplore many things which appear de^ 
plorable, and defire many things which appear defira« 
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ble. Remember it when you think of the condition 
of the church ; when you alk, '* wiiy fuch diverfities 
" of opinion among its leaders ? why fuch frequent 
** perfecution of ito members ? why are they generally 
" fo poor and afflifted ? Why are they all the day long 
'^ plagued, and chaftened every morning ; while their 
*' imgodly neighbours abound in affluence and indul- 
^ gence ? Should the (inner live within, clothed in 
'' purple and fine linen, and faring fumptuoufly ev- 
•* ery day ; while the faint lies at his gate, a beggar 
" full of fores ?" Remember it when you think of the 
circumftances of the family ; when driven in from a 
tronblefome world, and hoping to find an afylum 
there, you are forced as you enter to figh with David, 
** my houfe is not fo with God ;** or what fuccefs in 
bufinefs, what fervants, what children, what rels^tions? 
Remember it when you think of your refpeftive cafes 
as individuals ; of perplexities and fears ; of lofles and 
vexations ; of pain of body; of imperfedions of mind j 
of continuance in this world—" Should it be accord- 
*' ing to thy mind,'* or " according to the purpofe of 
^^ Him who worketh all things after the counfel of his 
** own will ;" and ** who is wonderful in counfel, and 
" excellent in working ?" 

Finally, Let all this lead you forward, and draw 
forth your expeftation of another, and a more glo- 
rious economy. Beyond this vale of tears lies a land 
flowing with milk and honey. You are now in a (late 
of probation and difcipline ; but trials and corredions 
will not be always neceflary. The denials and re- 
flraints, to which the heir of glory fubmits while he is 
a child, ceafe when he comes of age. Tou now walk 
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by f5adth, and not by fight; foon you will walk by fight, 
and not by faith. What you know not now, you will 
know hereafter. You will theft find yourfelves infi- 
nitely more happy by the divine di%ofition of all your 
concerns, than you could have been, had you always 
enjoyed your own wilhes. When from the top of the 
holy hill of Zioh, you Ihall look down upon the wind- 
ing path of Providence, by which you afcended, you 
will praife Him for the means as\Well as for the end, 
admire his wifdom as well as his^ kindnefs, and iay, 
** He hath done all things well." 

Some of your friends and relatidils are gone before 
you. In his light they fee light ;. 16 them the whole 
myftery is now explained. Blefled fpimsy how we 
envy you ! We fee tiim through a glstf^ darkly ; and 
iialf bur time cannot fpy Him at alt ; you fee Him&ce 
to face ; you know even as you spre knownu WeR, 
chriftiand, they are waiting " to receive lis into ever- 
^^ lafting habitations ;** we fliallfoon join them; we 
ikall foon unite in their acknowledgments and adorab- 
tions, and this will be our eternal theme : ^ Maryel- 
^ lous are thy works, Lord God almighty \ jufl and 
" right are all thy ways, O thou Kmg of SaflEOts^'^t 
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SERMON IX. 



THE SECURE ALARMED. 



Amos vi. l. 
tVoe to them that are at safe in Zion. 

JVl Y Brethren, there is fomething very 
agreeable and defirable in ease. Even external 
eafe is valuable ; and we are ready to pronounce the 
man happy, whofe connedions and affairs are all prof- 
perous and peaceful. But what is external eafe with- 
out bodily ? Pain will produce anguiih, which neither 
riches, nor palaces can relieve. An aching head, a 
jarring tooth, will ddb-oy all the fenfations of pleafure 
arifing from worldly things. Enter the honfe of af- 
fli£tion ; obferve thy neighbour j " he is chaftened 
with pain alfo upon his bed, and the muldtude of his 
bones with ftrong pain ; fo that his life abhorreth 
bread, and his foul dainty meat : his fie/h is confu- 
med away that it cannot be feen, and his bones that 
were not feen (tick out ; yea, his foul draweth near 
umo the grave, and his life to the deftroyers." Per- 
haps fome of you have been in a limilar condition j 
your " foul hath it ftill in remembrance ;'* you faid, 
^^ I am made to poflefs months of vanity, and wearifome 

Y 
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" nights are appointed to me : when I Ke down I fay, 
" when (hall I arife, and the night be gone ? I am full 
" of toffings to and fro unto the dawning of the day ; 
" my bed does not comfort me, nor my couch eafe my 
" complaint/* O how delicious is health after ficknefs, 
and eafe' after pain I But what is bodily eafe without 
mental ? *' The fpirit of a man may fuftain his infirmi* 
" ty, but a wounded fpirit who can bear?" Can a man 
be happy while corroded with care, fretted with envy^ 
burning with malice, perplexed with doubts, tormented 
with fears ? Think of a man who carries lodged within 
him a troubled confcience ; '^ he eats afhes like bread, 
'' and mingles his drink with weeping;" **hi6 life hangs 
" in fufpenfe before him, and he has none affurance 
" of his life ;" "he trembles at the ftiaking of a leaf;" 
^^ terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempeft fteal- 
** eth him away in the night ;" " he is feared with 
" dreams, and terrified with vifions/* O what can be fo 
precious as peace of mind ; a calm within ! And yet 
ftrange as the declaration may appear, this tranquillity 
is too common ; and to difturb it, is the defign of thia 
difcourfe ; a defign, not only juftified by infpired ex- 
ample, and demanded by minifterial fidelity, but re- 
quired even by love to your fouls. For though it may 
wear the appearance of harflmefs, it is in reality the 
kindeft expreffion of friendfliip ; it is the feverity of one 
who rufhes forth, and breaks in upon your pleafing 
reverie, when you approach the brink of a dreadful 
precipice ; it is the feverity of one, who fhould knock 
loudly, and interrupt your repofe, when he perceived 
your houfe becoming 'the prey of devouring flames, 
3pid faw you had fcarcely time to efcape, for youir 
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peace is a falfe peace ; it is the friendlhip of Joab con- 
cealing his murderous dagger; it is the flumber of 
Samfon in the lap of Delilah, foftly depriving him of 
his locks ; it is a fleep obtained by opium ; it is the 
lofe of feeling, the prefage of death ; it is the calm of 
the dead fea, the confequence and the evidence of a 
curfe. Thus we have obferved, that before a fall of 
exceeding heavy rain, the wind has been unufually 
ftill. Thus hiftorians inform us, that before an earth- 
quake, the air is uncommonly ferene. Whether 
therefore you will hear, or whether you will forbear, 
I found the alarm, and give you warning from God— • 
•' Woe to them that are at eafe m Zion.'^ 

But it will be proper to afcertain precifely the char- 
acters whofe delufion we wifti to deftroy. Who de- 
ferves this charge ? Who is obnoxious to this curie ? 
Some are ^' at eafe in Zion" from selfish insensi- 
bility j fome from infidel presumption ; fome 
from vain - CONFIDENCE } fome from practical 

INDIFFERENCE. 

t 

L. Some " are' at eafe in Zion'' from selfish int 
SENSIBILITY. Such there were in the days of Amos; 
"They lie,** fays the prophet, *' on beds of ivory, and 
^' ftretch themfelves upon their couches, and eat the 
*' lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midft 
" of the flail ; they chant to the fouad of the viol, and 
" invent to themfelves inftruments of mufick like Da- 
" vid ; they drink wine in bowls, and anoint themfelve& 
"with the chief ointments i but are not grieved 
-" for the affliction of JOSEPH," In fimilar laur 
guage Ifaiah upbraids th^ Jews* " In that day did tho 
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^* Lord God of Hofts call to weeping, and to mouni<« 
'^ing, and to baldnefs, and to girding with fackcloth: 
*' and behold joy and gladnefs, flaying oxen, and kiiU 
" ing Iheep, eating flefh, and drinking wine : let us eat 
"and drink, for to-morrow we fliall die.'* Ifow 
criminal this appeared in the eyes of Jehovah, may be 
inferred from the threatening j ** As^d it was revealed 
in mine ears by the Lord of Hofts, furely this in* 
iquity ftiall not be purged from you till ye die, faith 
" the Lord God of Hofts/' In this reprefentation we 
difcover fomething peculiarly applicable to many in 
our day. The judgments of God have been abroad 
in the earth, nor has our own nation efcaped their in- 
fluence. We have pafled through a period Angularly 
awful and trying. In no common, degree have we 
been called upon to become ferious, humble, and fuf-» 
ceptible of inftru£Uon and impreflion^ What inftxuc* 
tion have we received ? What impreflion has beea 
made upon our minds ? What amufement« have we 
relinquiflied ? What correfpondence of feeling with 
the dealings of God have we difcovered ? What fym-; 
pathy in the neceflSities and woes of half-fed perifliing 
multitudes have we exprefled ? What tears have we 
flied oyer the funeral of three millions of our fellow^ 
creatures, and a hundred thoufand of our fellow-coun- 
tryn^en, all torn from their beloved connexions, all 
hurried into an eternal flate ! Whatever occurs, thefe 
human brutes graze on. . " They regard not the work 
" of the Lord, neither confider the operation of his 
^' hands.'* The cares of the world^ngrofs them; the 
pleafures of the world amufe them ; the miferies of 
mankind are nothing to them. Like members fevei^ 
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ed from the body of humanity, they arexlead, and de- 
void of feeKng. " A thoufand may fall at their fide, 
<* and ten thoufand at their right hand ;" they are fat- 
isfied if it does " not come nigh them.'* An attention 
to their own indulgence regulates all their anions. 
They pafs by the poor traveller wounded, bleeding, 
half-dead, left their feelings Ihould be fliocked at the 
fpeftacle. If they ever give of their abundance, or 
diftribute any thing that remains after every paffion 
and appetite is gratified to excefs ; they avoid every 
facrifice of charity ; all expenfe of trouble and of feel- 
ing J they do not " vifit the fatherlefs and the widows 
*« in their affliSion/' The eye would zSeOt the heart ; 
and the heart muft not be affefted ; it is their plan to 
live " at eafe." And forry am I to be compelled to 
fay, that there is not a few florid profeffors of the gof- 
pel, who expofe themfelves to this cenfure ; perfons 
who are zealous for orthodox fentlments, but cold in 
generous affeftions ; ** having a name to live,'* while 
they '^ are dead" to all thofe fine and tender feelings, 
which render us focial and ufefiil ; which conftitute 
the glory of the man, and of the chriftiah — ^^ This 
*' man's religion is vain." 

V Our difpofitions, my brethren, are always to corref- . 
pond with the providence of God, and the purpofes foi;* 
which he placed us in the world. He continues the poor 
always with you, and encompafles you with diverfified 
fcenes of diftrefs, to awaken your attention ; to increafe 
your benevolence ; to difcover your excellencies ; and 
to form you into a refemblance of Himfelf, that " you 
" may be merciful, even as your Fatherwhich is in heav- 
*' en is merciful'* The Stoics indeed placed all mercy in 
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beneficence, as diftinguilhed from fympathy and com- 
miferation. Weeping with another, was a littlenefs 
of foul unbecoming a wife man. Their doftrine required 
this ; for if they were to be infenfible to their own af- 
fliftions, they were furely forbidden to feel the calam- 
ities of others. But it is obvioufly the defign of God, 
that we Ihould lay the miferies of others to heart, and 
that the kindnefs we fhew them ihould flow from con;i- 
paffion ; and fo neceflary is the exercife of this ten- 
demefs to the condition of mankind, which is a ftate 
of mifery and dependence, that He has bound it upon 
us by a natural, as well as by a moral law. Such is 
the very frame and organization of the body, fuch the 
motion and direflion of the animal fpirits on the figbt 
of diftrefs, that we cannot help being moved and pained, 
and therefore before we can be unmerciful, we muft 
become unnatural ; and before we offer a violence to 
morality, we muft. offer one to nature. And we may 
obferve alfo, that the ftrength of the focial inftind is in 
proportion to the importance of its exercife in human 
life ; the degree of emotion which excites us to we^ 
with the miferable, is ftronger than the degree of fen- 
fation which urges us to rejoice with the profperous ; 
becaufe the former ftand more in need of our fympathy 
and afliftance than the latter. God has clearly ex*- 
prefled his will in the Scriptures. There he requires 
us to " mind every man alfo the things of others ;" to 
" be pitiful ;" to ^« put on bowels of mercies." So- 
ciety is placed before us, both civil and religious, as a 
body, where " if one member fuffers, all the members 
" fuffer with it.*' The gofpel, we are affured, not 
only illuminates butfoftens j it taHesaway <<thehe^rt 
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« of ftone," ancj gives us « hearts, of flefli." This in- 
fluence of divine grace we are never fufFered to over-' 
look in thofe characters which are held forth as worthy 
of our imitation. View David ; what think you of a 
man who could fay even of them who had " rewarded 
" him evil for good, to the fpoiling of his foul" — ^^ But 
** as for me, when they were fick, my clothing wasf 
** fackcloth, I humbled my foul with falling ; I behaved 

myfelf as though he had been my friend or brother ; 

I bowed down heavily, as one that moumeth for his 
** mother." Nehemiah, though high in office, the fa- 
vourite of the king, and enjoying every perfonal fatif- 
faction, is diftreffed becaufe his ** brethren are in af- 
*« fliftion, and the city of his God lies wafte." Jeremiah 
cries, *' for the hurt of the daughter of my people am 
*« 1 hurt, I am black ; aftonifliment has tiken hold 
*' on me ; O that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
^^ a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night 
♦* for the flain of the daughter of my people." Paul 
could *' alk who is weak, and I am not weak ; who is 
«* offended, and I bum not ?" But, Oh ! contemplate 
Him who " went about doing good ;" who when 
exhaufted with fatigue fufFered the moments allotted 
to needful repofe to be invaded without murmuring ; 
who 5* in all our affliftions was afHifted ;" who by an 
exquifite fenfibility made the forrows he beheld his 
own ; who " took our infirmities, and bare our fick- 
** neffes ;" who when he faw the multitude fainting, and 
having nothing to eat, " had compaflion on them j" 
who wept WITH fnends around the grave of Lazarus, 
and OVER enemies as " he drew near the city.** Was 
He ever at " eafe in Zioa ?" 
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Woe to fuch as have no claim to the honour of claf- 
fing with thefe men of mercy, headed by the God of 
love. You may perhaps be ready to congratulate your* 
felves ; you may imagine that you efcape much anguifh j 
and that you would only increafe your fufferings by 
iharing in the grief of others. Now acknowledging 
this, would it not be virtuous, and peculiarly praife- 
worthy ; would it not referable Him, who " pleafed not 
*' himfelf ;'* and who, ''though he was rich,yet for our 
'' fakes became poor ?" But we are not going to applaud 
infenfibility ; the tendemefs we recommend is accom- 
panied with fenfations far fuperior to any the felfifh 
and the unfeeling ever experience. If it is a fource of 
pain, it is alfo a fource of pleafure. This fenfibility 
gives another degree of life, adds anew fenfe, enlarges 
the fphere of fatisfadion, and increafes the relifh of 
enjoyment. 

For the unfeeling wretch confcience has no kind 
office to perform ; it has no pleafing recoUeOions or 
profpefts, with which to refrefh him ; no delicious 
entertainments with which to feaft him. It never careff- 
es, but it often fmites. " Neither do they which go by 
fay, the bleffing of the Lord be upon you ; we blefe 
you in the nsune of the Lord.'* For him no orphan 
prays, no widow fmgs. To all the luxury of a Job he 
is a ftrangef : '« when the ear heard.me, then it bleffed 
me ; and when the eye faw me, it gave witnefs to 
me, becaufe I delivered the poor when he cried, the 
'' fatherlefs, and him that had none to help him : the 
bleffing of him that was ready to perifli came upon 
me, and I caufed the widow's heart to fmg for joy.*' 
For him the evil day comes on charged with every 
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hprror. He has no afylum in the feelings of the com-* 
niunity,,the happinefs of whofe members he never 
fought. When he fails, there is none to receive him ; 
every application is rejefted ; homelefs and deftitute, 
he hears from many a mercilefs lip, " his mifchief is 
** returned upon his own head, and his violent dealing 
*' is come down upon his own pate.*' Seized with af- 
fli^on, he is led into his chamber, but hears from no 
ix^pired voice as he enters^ " the Lord will deliver him 
*' in time of trouble ; the Lord will ftrengthen him up- 
^ on the bed of languifhing ; he will make all his bed in 
** his ficknefs.'* His offspring appear ; he beholds 
the defii-e of his eyeis, on whofe defolate hours he 
fliould have eiltailed mercy ; but not to him belongs 
** the proiriife, his feed is bleffed ;'* no divine Com- 
fo^tethfs^ ^' leave thy fatherlefs children, I will pre- 
*^ieiVe thfenl aliVe ; and let thy widow truft in me.'* 
*' The lAenlory of the juft is bleffed j but the name of 
** the wicked (hall rot.** To a dying man there is 
fomething in the thought that he (hall not he miffed, 
thstt hiis chairaQ:eris more perifhable than his body, 
that the door of life will be fhut upon him, and bolted, 
before he is fcarcely out, that finks the wretch lower 
than the grave. But " after deaths the judgment ;*' 
and his i^'llitig eyes read infcribed on the wall^ " he 
^fliall'have judgment without itiercy, who fliewed no 
** mercy.** Have you courage to purfue him further ? 
S^e hiiri at'Ae tar of God ; there to anfwet for crimes, 
'frhicK at Ao tribiirial hei*e are punifiiable ; he is ttiell 
fdr^bieihg clofe-fiftJd aiid hard-hearted ; and what fe^ 
iWwBiiip can tiher^ be-' between ah unfeeling- wretch^ 
^i^'k SaViouV fiill (if <« tendei- mercy ? "Fheri fhall tli^ 
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" King fay unto them on his left hand ; depart, fe 
" curfed.'* Why, we were not profligate, we neter 
oppreffed any — " I was an hungred, and ye gave m^tx> 
" meat ; I waS thirfty, and ye gave me no drink ; I 
** was a ftranger, and ye took me not ill ; naked, and 
" ye clothed me not ; fick, and in prifon, and ye 
** vifited me not." " Lord, when faw y^e thee ah 
hungred, or athiril, or a ftranger, or naked, or fick, 
or in prifon, and did not minifter unto thee ?*' *^ Vtiri* 
ly, I fay unto you, inafmuch as ye did it not to one 
" of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye did it not to me*'* 

IL Some " are at dafe m ZiOH*' from jnfidel frb^- 
suMPTioN. If there be any truth in the Scripture^ 
the difpofitions of the generality of mankind are very 
unfuitable to their ftate, and their deftiny. When we 
fee them amufed with trifles ; when we view them 
9eei»ng fecurely j when we hear them fingin^^ devoid 
of all concern, we are ready to srfk, is this a prifon ? 
Are thde fons of mirth, the fons of death I Are thefe 
men under fentence of condemnation, and waiting on^ 
ly the hour of execution ? Such is the teftimony of 
this bookr " For the wrath of God is revealed firom 
•* heaven againft all ungodKnefs and unrighteoufnefs^ 
** of men." " Vpon the wicked God (hail rain dovm 
•* fire and brimftone* and an horrible tempeft ^ tim 
«* fhall be the portion of their cup." " He that believ- 
" eth not, is condemned already." Why then are 
they riot alarmed ? They do not believe. Were they 
periuaded of " the terror of the Lord," it would be 
impoffible for &em to five ina ftatje pf apathy and in-- 
difference. Could they belkve that " God lefiftetb 
•* die proud," ancl be eafy in their pride ? Could they 
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Ij^lieve that |ie f ^ abhorreth the coretojis," and be e^y 
ift tjj^ covetoufiiefe ? No j did you rejilly believe the 
trutj» of God, and were you fiilly convinced that all 
the threateniiigs he has d.enounced in his word will be 
inf^IJibJy j^ccompliflied ; " the jc«nts of your loins 
** would be loofed, and your knees would -finite one 
" agjwnft another/* If you had the faith " of a Noah/' 
it would " ipove*' you '^ with fear/* and lead you to 
" bijuld an ark.'* If you had only the feith of a devij, 
you would ** tremble /* but you have not even this. 
T^us the facred writers have reafoned before us. 
" Whereforp doth the wicked contemn God ? He hath 
*^ fiud in his heart, Qod will not requite it.** " They 
" .ha,ye believed the Lord, and faid, it is not He, nei- 
**, ther ^all evil come upon us, neidver fliall we fe^ 
*^*Jwprd or fami^/* *' Secaufe fentencc againft an evil 
wprk Is not executed fpeedily, therefore the heart of 
thp fons of men is fiilly fet in them to do evil.** Be- 
^^fe jtfee gallows is not in fight when the judge pro- 
jSupwji:e^ the fenteftce, they conclude upon their fecu- 
rifyrrr" whe^T.e is the promife of his corning ? all 
^' |hings cpntia^ue as they wer<e from the beginning of 
^* the creation.** *^ One generation paflelh away, and 
^' ^iiptpther cojneOi ; but the earth ahideth forever.** 
3ut after ^11^ -what is this eafe which flows from infidel 
|^9r|ua§on ? .Tirft, it is obtained with difficulty. For 
ije^pre a mai^ who defigns to g^t reft in this way, 
f (jgot $tdPWA&fe and undifturbed, he hj^s to proye tha^t 
t^ $crilptv<re is ,a falfehopd j he ^as to reafon dpwji 
;?y^ry Jj^cies pf jsvidence ; fee has jp brin^ hi^ mind 
^ ,^f Ji^ve ^^ ilraflgeft imjf);c0baJ)iUties^ ai>d the groffelt 
^onjt;rf^di(^]pis j he has to explain how weals, meft 
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could deliver the fublimeft wifdom, or Vicked men 
could be the moft ardent lovers of virtue, *t^e mbff 
zealous promoters of holinefs ; he has t6 demotaftrate 
that thofe perfons who took nothing on truft, and wHo 
made every kind of proof their ftudy, were all'deceiv- 
ed where they profefled themfely^s to be moft certain i 
he has to perfuade himfelf that he is wifer tHan the 
wifeft of mankind ; and though hi^ vanity would miich 
aid the latter conviftion, yet furely, taking the i^ole 
together, it can be no inconfiderable tafk, ' ' ''W 
Secondly, It is partial, and liable to intemijirfoJtf, 
For there can be no perfedt fatisfaftion, without j^er^ 
fed certainty ; liow this, it is impoflible to acqiiiife. 
In fpite of all hi^ endeavours to extirpate theih, fbihe 
jremabs of truth will dccafionally vex hin^. There' is 
an internal witiiefs, whofe voice will fometimes oe 
lieard; when confcience cannbt gpv^i-n, it can ceiifiire; 
when it has not power enough to /itisfy, it i^ able! to 
torment. Sleeping , conviflipiis will foinetinles be 
^wakened, arid frefb endeavours w^U be needful to Km 
them again to ^epofe. Though they are not always 
^' in bondage to fear j" they are, as the . apoftleie- 
jjiarks, " fybje^ to it •/' and a fiaithfi^il reprooiF, or an 
alarming f^rmoji j an accident, or a dife^fe ; a fudden 
death, or an opening grave; andathpi^faftd other things^ 
may revive their alarm, and niake them dread a futunty 
at which they have laboured to laugh. In th^fe cafes 
their grand refource is diverfion j and they rufh fito 
company, and amufements,' in prdei: to erafe the min 
preflion ; but who can als^rays be erigstged r who can 
altvays avoid thought ? But, thirdly, the lets liable' it 
is to be difturbed, the more awful j for it is penal j it 
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fteweV that G6d lias^flffered them to wander very irfe- 
mote from the truth they deemeid their enemy, and to 
penetrate far into the darkriefs they loved. Here is 
fomething more infenfible than " a fpirit of flumber/* 
It is queftioned, whether it be poffible for any man to 
be rfeally an atheift ; but is there any thing too bad for 
a man to fall into, when abandoned of God ? And is 
there nothing thit can provoke God to withdraw 
his affiftance from the fmrier? is He compelled to 
adionipahy "hifa' when he "fayid -" depart ^from me, 
"fc5r I d^fire not the knowledge! of thyiilrays?" Is 
He unjuft, becaufe He does not force the inclinations 
of a mslri'} but allbws him in compliance with his own 
wHhes-t<5 go alone ? If there be an atheift, we (hould 
not fearch' for-^him in the heathen world, but among; 
thoffe **^wfed are'^t eafe in Zion/' *' For this people's 
*^ heartMs wax!ed ^6ft,'and their 'ears are dull of hear- 
^^iiigj'knd theii" eyes f hey Havfe clofed ; left at' aiiy 
" time they ffiould fee with (fieir eyes, and h^ai^^witH 
** meir ears, and fhould uhd^fliand with their' heart, 
'^' 2^d ftiould be' converted, and I iliould heal 'them." 
^ They received hot the Ibve of the truth, that' they 
^ nlight be feved -^ and for this cidfe, God fhall ftod 
^* them ftron^'delulion, that they ihould believ^ alte; 
^* that +hey all mi^ht be damned who believed- not the 
** trutli, but had pl^afure in uririghteoiifnefs. ** ' Hence; 
Fourthly; this ^afe is fatal ; its duration is rriomenta- 
ty ^; it muft eiid, and end in anguilh ^and defpair. The 
denial of any thing does not falfify iti ' If a man has 
fwalloW^ poifon, his adopting aii opinion that it can- 
not kilt' BSifl; contributes nothihg to'^his fafety ;' and it 
•fe awftti t6 ftahd and fee his cbnviftibn and his de?ith 
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surriving together. Youi denyjl^g a refvareflion, wfi 
not hide you forever in the grave. * Your dilbelieving 
^ day of retribution, will not keep you from appeac-* 
ing before God. '* Their judgment/' fays the apof- 
tle, " now of a long time lingereth not, and their dam- 
^' nation flumbereth not/' while they reafon, it rolls 
^n ; every argument brings it one diftance nearer j the 
^nfutation fet off before the infidel began t^e book, 
and it may arrive before be has finilhed it» Noah 
preached to the inhabitants of the dd worl4i they de- 
rided him^ and purfued their bufinefs and th^ ptea* 
fures ; but ^^ the 6ood came, ^[id took them ail iaway.'^ 
When Lot warned ^^ his fons4n-law, he feemed untQ 
♦' them as one that mocked," but the cid^ were de- 
ftroyed. Various things prophefied of the Jews, at a 
time wh^ there was no hu^an probabiUty of th^ir 
pccurrence, were minutely accompUibed. Babylon 
leemed fecure ; its walls were impregnable. Its pro- 
vifions defied a fiege j hence her confidence : *' for 
^^ diou hsil trailed ia thy wid^edoefs ; thou haft C^id 
^^ in thine heart,, I am? and there is none eljc; befide 
^^ me : therefore iball evil come upon thee^ thou ihaJi 
^' not know from whence it rifeth : and mi&hief {hall 
^^ fall upon thee, thpuihalt noC be able to put it off: and 
^ defolaticm fhall come upon thee fuddenly, whklL than 
^^ ihak not know." And it was taken and deftroyed 
in one night. " TJhe Scriptures cannot be broken ;" 
therefore thus it will be with all the threatenings of 
iieaven : and " when they ihall fay, IPenSi^i^ and fa&ty, 
^^then fudden deilrudiqn oometii upon thpm^ as 
^^ travail upon a woman vrith child j and they fliaU qot 
^efcape*" Nor will they only b^ condeo^ne^ <9ot« 
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trithftanding their unbelieif ; but they will be punifhed 
for it. Men are never more offended than when their 
veracity is fufpefted ; and they are inftantly ready to 
demand fatidfa£tion fot the injurious affront ; and can 
you " turn the truth of God into a lie** with impuni* 
fy ? ** If there fhould be among you any man, who 
^* when he heareth the words of diis curfe, fhall blefs 
" himfelf in his hea^^ faying, I fhall have peace,thougb 
^^ I walk in the imagination of my heart to add drundk** 
^^ ennefs to thirft ; the Lord will not fpare him^ but 
^* then the anger of the Lord and his jeatoufy fhall 
^* fhioke ftgainfl: that man ; and all the curies that are 
^' written in tKis book fhall lie upon him, and the Loitl 
^ fhall bl^ out his name from under heavenu'* 

^ y 

in. Some " are at eafe in Zion" from vain con-t 
PiDEKCE ; relyihg oft the gooiteefs of their prefent 
ilate, and on the certainty of their fatiire happinefs» 
See one of th^e deluded creatures going up mto die 
temple to pray j " and the Phsoifee flood and prayed 
<< tlnis trith himfelf; God, I thank diee that I am not 
*^ as other men are, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or 
^ er&i as this publican. I fafl twice in the week, I 
•* ^ve tithes of all that I poffefs." In this fbte, ac* 
cording to his own confeflion, was Paul once*—** I was 
** aKve without the law ;*' cheerful and happy, full of 
felfe hope and fitlfe joy, fully fati^cd of my acceptance 
with God, and a ftranger to ril apprehenfion of daa*- 
ger. Such iv^s the church of Laodicean— ** thou fey- 
•* eft, I am ri^ and increafed vMi goods, and have 
** need of nothing ; and knowefl Aot that Aou ai* 
^* wretched, and fttiferabte, and potiH-^ axid blind, and 
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** naked." Nor are thefe inftances unufual, or fiiv* 
gular 5 *' for there is a generation that are pure in 
*' their own eyes, and yet are not waflied from their 
** filthinefs." There is then fuGh a thing as fpiritual 
felf-flattery ; thefe is fuch a thing as a delufive depen- 
dence in religion ; yes, " there is a way that feemeth 
" right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
** death." From innumerable fources is the unhappy 
tonclufion drawn ; from pious anceftors and diftin- 
guifhed privileges ; from ritual obferyancps ; from du- 
ties in which the afFeftions are never engaged ; from 
virtues placed oppbfit;e vices ; from comparifons of our-* 
felves with others ; from partial reformations; from 
hearing a number of fermons ; from: dreams ; from 
fudden impulfes ; from the application of promifes ; 
from orthodoxy ; from terror in the confcif nee ; from 
fervour in the paffions ; from fpiritual gifts^ Thefe 
are only a few articles from the inventory of delufion, 
by which the enemy of fouls, according to the char- 
after and circumftances of mankind, excites and en- 
courages a hope which will one day cover them with 
fliame. And it fometimes happens, that the fame per- 
fon fucceffively occupies many of thefe refuges, of lies ;. 
as he is expelled by conyiftion from one, there is 
anoth^* to receive him ; only the continuance of his 
fatisfeaion requires, that if his knowledge increafes, 
every frelh deception fliould become more fubtje and 
fpeciouff. Thus " the ftrpng man armed keepeth his 
^* palace ;" and while this is the cafe, " his goods are 
^finipeace." Th^e is a ftillnefs^ in the confcience. 
The:xnihd has no mifgiving fears. /They, are backr 
wardto fdf-exajnination ; a^d wiih not to h^ve th& 
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good, opinion thej entertain of themfelves fhaken. If 
you lived with them, you would neyer find them walk- 
ing mournfully before the Lord ; you would never 
hear them complaining of their inward conflid, or 
hear them aiking "what muft I do to be faved.?** 
Nothing can be more dreadful than this ftate ; for con- 
fider only two tfiings; firft, this confidence keeps 
them from looking after falvation. Were it not for 
this flielter, they would be induced to flee for refuge ; * 
they are too good to be faved. Hence fays our Sa- 
viour, "publicans an4 harlots ihall enter into the 
*♦ kingdom of heaven before" fuch. Few ever pre- 
jl^d to vindicate vice ; and a vigorous charge on the 
confcience of the ungodly may fucceed ; but no weap- 
op can penetrate this felf-righteous armour. While he 
continues wrapped up in this prefumption, there is no 
hope of his converfion ; the word has no power over 
him* Do we exhort men to believe ? He congratulates 
himfelf that he is a believer. Do we urge them to re- 
pentance? He needs none. Do we prefs them to efcape 
Irom the wrath to come ? He is in no danger. He 
applies to himfelf only promifes and privileges to 
which he has no claim, and which will only ferve to 
jT^ider the confequences of his delufion the more paia-^ 
luU For this courfe, fecondly, will terminate in dread- 
ful furprife and difappointment \ the foolifh builder, 
wjio did not fufped the ftability of the houfe, will lesum 
its weaknefs in the florm and the ruins ; the man is 
paft all hope before he begins to fear. His miftake 
i$ difcovered when it is too late to be redified ! O 
what confufion ! O the horrors of regret and af de- 
fpair ! " Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate \ for maQy- 

Aa 
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*' will feek to toter in, and (hall not be able. When 
*^ once the mafter of the houfe is rifen up, and hath 
*' ihut to the door, and ye begin to ftand without, and 
knock at the door, faying. Lord, Lord, open unto 
us ; and he Ihall anfwer and fay unto you, I know 
you not, whence you are ; then fhall ye begin to fay, 
we have eaten and drunk in thy prefence, and theu 
haffi taught in our ftreets. But he fhall fay, I tell 
you I know you not, whence you are ; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity. There fhall be weep^ 
^ ing and gnafliing of teeth, when ye fhall fee Abra- 
*' ham', and Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in 
.** the kingdom of heaven, and ye yourfelves thruft 
•« out.'* My dear hearers, remember this awful cautibn; 
and fince fo many miflake, " let him that thinketh he 
*«flandeth take heed lefl he fall.'' Dare yola trufl 
your flate without trying it ? In a bufinefsof everlafl- 
ing importance can you be fatisfied with equivocal^ or 
with flender evidence ? In all other cafes will you think 
you can never be too fure, and is this the only one in 
which you are refolved never to doubt ? O fee that 
you poffefs that " grace which bringeth falvation.** 
Go and compare your charadter with the reprefenta- 
tions given of real chriflians in the Scriptures. Go 
and " learn what that meaneth ;" *' if any man be in 
•* Chrifl, he is a new creature ; old things are pafled 
** away, and behold all things are become new.** We 
fometimes try to alarm you by your fin ; we would 
alarm you this evening by your religion ; the religion 
^ of many of you is likely to prove the means of your 
tten]tal ruin» 
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IV. Some ** are at eafe in Zion*' from practical 
mDiFFERENCE. You would much offend perfons of 
this clafs, were you to inquire whether they believed 
the Script?are ? They read it daily ; "they come to" 
his minifters " as his people come ;'' and the preacher 
^ fe unto them as a very lovely fong of one diat hath 
" a pieafant voice, and can play well on an inftrument : 
^^ for they, hear his words, but they do them not," 
They are " like unto a man beholding his natural fiice 
** in a glafs ; for he beholdeth himfelf, and goeth his 
^* way, and ftraitway forgetteth what manner of man 
f^ he was." Nor are thefe perfons to be charged fen- 
dmentally with Antinomianifm, or any other error. 
They know the gofpel in theory ; but they are ftrangers 
to its divine efficacy. Of all the various charafters we 
have to. deal with in our miniftry, thefe are the moft un- 
Ukely to enfure fuccefs. When we endeavour to con* 
<niu;:e the ignorant, or to roufe the unthinking, we feel 
fome hope ; but as for diofe of you who have heard 
the gofpel from your infancy, or have fat under it long 
enough to l,eam diftin£Uy and fiaimiliarly all the truths 
it contains ; who know every thing we can advance } 
^B^o believe every thing we can prove ; who can even 
**. contend eameftly for the faith once delivered to the 
*? faints," and reft fatisfied regardlefsof the influence of 
lliefe things in your hearts andlives,you,yo^are themoft 
4ikely to drive minifters to defpair. We preach j you 
acknowledge and admire ; but you difcover no more 
concern to obtain the one thing needful we propofe^ 
than if .yoU were perfuaded we called you " to follow 
** a cunnii^gly de^ed fable." . You believe there is no 
felicity in the greature, and that fatisfa£tion is to be 
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found in God only ; the convi&ion is juft^ but it is 
compl^ely ufelefs ; for you are ^^ forfaking the Foian* 
** tain of living waters, and hewing out to yourfdyfis 
" broken citterns, citterns that can hold no water." 
You confefs there is a hell, and that its mifery is ex* 
treme, but you never take one ftep to avoid it. We 
cry, ** death is rapidly approaching you ; and the Judge- 
*' ftandeth before the door :*' you anfwer, yes, ajod 
flumber on. Your life is a perpetual contradiflioa to 
your creed ; you are not happy, and contrive not to 
be miferable. O what a watte of mean^and privileges 
have you occafioned ! Why did you not infetnn us 
from the beginning that you never intended tb. regard 
thefe things, then we could have tiumed to others ; you 
have robbed them of fermons which they would have 
heard to purpofe, and which you have hekrd in vain. 
I need not fay, you are not chriftiam, that you are 
wholly unlike them ; that you do not ^^ war a good 
** warfare ;** that you do not " run the race fet before 
** you ; for you are acquainted with alt this j" you do 
not mittake your condition ; you know you are in a 
ftate of condemnation, and are ftill at eafe ! ! O what 
a paradox are you ! Nothing can be fo hateful to the 
Supreme Being as this ftate of ina&ivity. He wouM 
you " were either cold, or hot." Since you kcioti^ 
your Lord's will, and do it not, you will ** be beatm 
** with many ftripes.*' " It will be more tolerible Sot 
" Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment thsui 
** for you." No inftance in the Scripture is recorded 
of the converfion of perfons in your peculiar ciircam- 
ftances. You are fermon-proof. A btbfe ,has poured 
forth all its treafures befcHre you ; it basthro^m d^Dfioa 
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at your iest hedveil atid hell, but it kis excited neither 
hope nor fear. Surely ' yoiL haiye reafon to^pprehend 
that means fo long applied in rain, wit) be always ufe- 
lefe 9 itt what probability k there thairthe ivdrd wMch 
has done nothikig already^ ihouM proTe efficadaiis 
n6w ? Will the fword of the Sjiirit become keener? 
Wiil the remedy acqmfre xiiore virtue to heal ? 

This illuftratioii of ciur fuhjcdl le:^ us to fuggeft 
the following inference^^ 

, • Kirft, If *^ wbe he to them that are at eafe in Zion/* 
i^isxf^ they are highiy criminal^ who countenance and 
promote fuch a flate. And of this number are min« 
iftersy who preach fo as never to give offence^ or 
excite alarm* '^ For they have healed the hurt of the 
** daughter of my people flightly, faying, Peace^ peice, 
^^ when there 'k no peace ; therefore fliadl they fatt 
*^ arao«g them that M; in the time of their vifitation 
<* they fliaill be caft dowh, feith the Lord.'* ** A won* 
^^derful and hctmble thing is conimitted in the land : 
*'the prc^bets prc^hefy falfely; and the priefts bear 
** rute by thehr means, and my people love to have it 
** fo : and what will ye do in die end thereof ;?" O 
how dreadftil wiil it be in the day of judgmeiit toheai' 
the reproach, "There is the man that deceiviid itte, 
and thereby deftroyed me. Gurfed watchman, you 
never announced my danger «iB the enemy had fe-^ 
"<:ured his prl^e." Of this nunrt>er are al^thofe 
characters, who will never feize In opportunity to 
warn a fellow*creature, or a fri^d, ^ his eondftion ; 
aiKi who i«4ll fuflFer a foul to perifh, iather than incur 
a refle£lion, or a frown, ' by the exercife of faithful 
kipdnefs* *^ Th6u ftalt not hate thy brother kt thine 
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** heart ; thou flialt in any wife rebuke thy ndghbour, 
« and not fuflFer fin upon him," 

Secondly, If " woe be to them that are at eafe in 
** Zion/' let none be troubled when they find thdr 
connexions diftrpfled and alarmed with a fenfe of thdr 
fin and^dangen ^' This ficknefs is not unto death ;** 
this pain is a fign of returning life j this " want" will 
make the.prodigal think of home, where ^^ tfiere is 
** bread enough and to fpare." When people of the 
world fee their friends and relations in f{Hritual anxiety, 
they fear approaching derangement, or melancholy ; 
they are eager to fend them into company ; or to or- 
der them to the theatre. But thofe of us who have been 
through this ftate of mind ourfelves, can rejoice while 
we fympathize, knowing that it is the common method 
of the Saviour to wound before he heals ; to humble 
before he. exalts ; and hoping that this procefe is the 
preparation for that mercy, which is never prized till 
we are made to feel our mifery. Such was the difpo- 
fition of . th^ apoftle — ^^ Now I rejoice not that ye were 
" made forry, but. that ye forrowed to repentance ; 
** for godly forrow worketh repentance to falvation 
** not tK> be repeated of ; but the forrow of the wcwrld 
*« worketh death/' 

Thirdly, If **woebe to themthat are at eafe inZion," 
there is nothing f6 lAIVich to be dreaded as falfe fecurity 
in religion. I know that there are many alarms which 
never iflue in falvation. I know that many fear hell, 
who never fear fin ; but Itill thefe diftreffing convidions 
arehopefiil j they produce exerticms which may receive 
a heavenly tendency ; they look like the harbiagers 
of rieligiqn j they are bloflbms if not fruit ; and though 
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they may be blighted or fhaken dflF, we csumot help haiU 
ing them. Some are afraid of their trouble > we wife 
they were afraid of their peace. They are glsld when 
by company, or amufement, they hare freed theiiifelv68 
from certain painful impreiSons ; whereas this is rather 
a judgment, than a mercy. They rejoice, fays an old 
divine, to get rid of a fliaking ague, tfiough it has left 
them in a deep decline. There is nothing fo fatal as 
the careleffnefe and indifferetice of a man who wias 
never diftreffed about fin, or deprived of one hour's 
reft, by faying, " what have I done ?" It is terrible 
when a man is ftruck with fpirituat fenfelefihefs* Bet« 
ter for God to ruin your eftate, to bereave you of 
your friends, to deftroy your health, than fuflFer you 
tahave a *' feared corifcience,** or a heart ** hardened 
*' through the deceitfulnefe of fin.** It would have 
been well, if the fooliih virgins had been roufed from 
their ileep before the midnight cry, had it l^een done 
even by th6 intrufion of robbers. This indiKres us to 
be fo urgent in this cafe ; anxious if by any means tei^ 
produce in you that falutary alarm which will lead yo« 
to precaution and remedy ; and by destroying the 
peace of fin, fecure to you '^ the peace of God^ which 
" pafleth all underftanding.'* 

Fourthly, If " woe be to them that are at eafe in 
** Zion,'* there is confolation for them that are dif- 
trefied there* Nothing is more common than to find 
gracious fouls filled with difcouraging apprdienfions 
and fears, and frequently ^^ they reftife - to be comfort- 
f ^ ed.'* We do not admire and applaud all their doubc^ 
and their do^edjoi^ ; but thefe painful fcruples 23fe 
mSlj iaccQunted for, and they lie on the &fe &d£ of 
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zieligian« They are very diftinguifcablB from unbelief \ 
and arife, 1. From their view of the importance of the 
concern ; it is nothing^ lefs than the everlafUng iaXs^ 
don of their foul^ Sud^ a thing (;aaaot |>e ilightly 
determined ; they are always fufpiciws! 5 t^ey can never 
have fufBcient certainty ; they require evidence upon 
evidence, " This is the only opportunity to enfure ; 
what, if I fhould be miftafcen ?'* 2. From ^ convi^on 
of the deceitfulnefs of their .own hearts, isvhich have 
often impofed upon them. 3. From a recoUedion 
that many Uve and die in their deluflon^ and what if 
they fliould be of the number ? Tliusthey can hardly 
argue themfalves into eafe ; and while others do not 
fear at all,, thefe fear too much ; while others will not 
preceive the faddeit ^evidences of fm, thefe will hardly 
difcerm the faireft evidences of grace. Both are blame- 
able* but they are not equally dangerous. The one 
lofes his peace for a time ; the other lofes his foul for 
ever. It is betteir ta have a burdened, than a benumb^ 
€d confcience ; it is better tp have a fcrupulous, than 
a licentious mind ; fthey are not likely to perifb, who 
are afraid of periihing. But after all, chriftians, your 
God is concerned, not only for your fafety, but for 
your happinefs ; and many advantages would arife 
from your fpiritual joy. Jefus is " appointed unto 
** them that mourn in Zion, to givef them beauty for 
^^ afhes, the oil of joy for mounung, the garmait 
^ of praife for the fpirit of heavinefs.^* He has promif- 
^ ** another Comforter, who fliall abide with you for 
^ ever.*' He has wxitten this book for your " learn- 
^ ingy that you throi^h patfence aad ccfcdfort of the 
^ Scr^tures might have hope/^ To fais iniiuftoirs Her 
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has faid, ^* Comfort ye, comfort ye my people ;** O 
that I could ftow execute my commiflion ; O that I 
had the tongue of the learned, and could fpeak a word 
in feafon to him that is weary ; O that I could remove 
all your groundlefs fears and diftreffing jealoufies ; O 
that i could place the promifes within your view, and 
within your reach. " Bleffed are the poor in fpirit, for 
^* theirs is the kingdom of heaven.** " Bleffed are 
** they that mourn, for they Ihall be comforted.** 
** Bleffed are they that do hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnefs, for they fhall be filled.'* " Bleffed 
are the merciful, for they ftall obtain mercy.** Re- 
member ** the facrifices of God are a broken Ipirit ; a 
** broken and a coatrite heart, God will not defpife.** 
Remeniber the dawn is the pledge and the beginning 
of day. Reraeftiber your defires are an evidence of 
foniething good, and an," affurance of fomething bet* 
^^ter.'\ " Now our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, and 
*' Gpd even our Father, vrbich hath loved us, and 
^•'hadl g^ven us everlafting confolation and good hope 
*' through grace, comfort your hearts, and eftabltft 
** you ail: every good wo^d and work.*' . Amek.- 
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SERMON X. 



ON PROGRESS IN RELIGION. 
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Joshua xiii. 1^ 
•^^There remaineth yet very much land to be pojfejfecl* 

""OUCH was the addrefs of God to Jofc- 
tia ; fior ws^s it vain. It ftirred " up his pure niixid 
" by way of remembrance ;'* and having " affembled 
.^* the whole congregation of the children of Ifrael to*. 

gether at Shiloh," he faid unto them, "How long; 

are ye flack to go to poflefs the land which the Lord 
*' God of your fathers hath given you ?** They fhoufd 
have niarched forward, advancing their arms to the 
extremities of the promifedpofleflion. It was all their 
own by divine grant ; and they had only to feize it. 
When they entered, they burned with aeal j every 
day was diftinguifhed by fome frefh triumph ; they 
went " from conquering to conquer." But their fer- 
vour foon cooled, their courage foon failed ; and fatis- 
fied with an imperfeO: acquifition, they laid down their 
arms, and refumed them only when they became 
neceffary for defence. 

And this, my brethren, reminds us of a two-fold 
reproa^^h, which attaches to chriitiwSii When our 
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Saviour ha<d received ** all power in heaven and in 
<' earth/' for the purpofe of fpiritual empire ; he faid 
to his difciples, " Go ye into all the world, and preach 
" the,gofpel to every creature ;** " go ye, and teach 
^^ all nations, blptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
" ther, 3nd of the Son,and of the Holy Ghoft; and,loi 
" I am with you always even to the end of the world.** 
Thus clear, and thus extenfive was their commiffion. 
They were to fubdue a rebellious globe " ta the obedi- 
** ence of faith.** This tilone was to circumfcribe, and 
to ;terminate their exertions. They began well. The 
company of the publifhers flew like angels, having the 
everlafthig gofpel to preach to the inhabitants of the 
oarth. From Jerufalem they proceeded in all direc- 
tton39 ^^ ^ Xvi\e& of a circle from the centre. Com- 
mencing in Judea, they fpon fpread over all Palefline, 
entered the contiguous countries in Afia, vifited the 
ifles, reached Europe. • And fuccefSvely the banners 
of the crofs were difplayed, in province beyond prov- 
ince, and in clime beyond clime. But inftead of con- 
dnuihg their glorious caireer, after a while they looked 
back, and were farisfied with their progrefs ; they pre* 
ferred eafe to acquifition ; they began to divide the 
fpoil they had gMied •, they often turned their arms 
agaihft each other, while the enemy, prefling upon 
th«n, frequently obliged them to contrad their limits, 
and to change their pofition. Since then, their cauf^ 
4ias not profpered ,; and many a judgment has been iiv 
Sifted, to awaken them to a f^nfe of their fm, and ^ 
conyiftipn of their duty. Many a voice has been rail- 
ed in vain ; calling upon them to arife and go forward; 
^•eminding them that is was all purehafed and promifn 
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ed country ; that the ^heathen'* wa® defttoed to tie 
^* their inheritance^ and tlie ufiteittiDft parts of title 
** earth** were to become ** their poflfeffion/' May 
we hope, that at length the voice of God is begififting 
to be heard ? and that Ws meffengers, fpreacBng abroad 
to the esfi.y and to the weft, to die north, and to the 
fouth, his " glory ihall be revealed, and all flefli (hall 
^* feq it together ?'* May the Lord haften it in histime.. 
And to draw nearer the deflgn of this difcoiurfe; 
chriftians, God has affigned Vou a glorious portion. 
"The lines are fallen to** you *^ in pleafant places j 
*' yea,*' you " have a goodly heritage/* Openiilgbe- 
fore you the difcoveries of revelation. He feid. Make, 
all this your own ; advance ; leave nothing unpoflfeffed. 
At firft you were filled with fpiritual ardour. Yofu 
laid " afide every weight.** You were feen on the fid! 
ftretch to reach ^^'^ the end of your faith, even the fal*^ 
*^ vation of your fouls.** Had yoti fhen heard a pre- 
didion, of what has fince taken place in your difpo- 
fitions and purfuits, it would have appeared like ^* aa 
" idle tale.** But, alas ! you have become tbde in^ 
credible charafters. Your love has waxed cold. Yoh 
have fat down long before you have obtained a com- 
plete viftory ; long before you have finifeed your 
courfe ; long before you have realized all the invalun 
able bleffings of your inheritance ; and I am come this 
evening to remind you, I. That there remaineth 

YET very much LAND TO BE POSSESSED. II. Tq 
CALL UPON YOU TO ARISE, AND MAKE FRESH AND 
CONTINUED PROGRESS. III. To GIVE YOU SOME 
ADVICE WITH REGARD TO YOUR FUTURE BXfi1|L-s 
TIONS. 
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Part I. Yes, chriftians^ there remaineth vet 
VERY MUCH LAND TO BE POSSESSED ; tnaffiy citics 
and ftrong holds, many fine plsdns, and " fprings of 
** water/* many beautiful valleys, and very " fi'uitful 
*' hills**— -or, to fpeak lefs in figure, much of your re- 
ligion is unattained, unoccupied, tmenjoyed ; you are 
far from its boundaries. Very little of it indeed do 
fome of you poffefs ; you command only a fmall, *in- 
coafiderable comer, fcarcely afibrding you a fubfift- 
ence. But I make no diftindions ; I addrefs myfelf 
even to thofe of you, who have made the greateft prog- 
refs in the divine life. And furely it is not difficidt to 
make you fenfible of your remaining defitciencies. 
Draw near thofe iiluftrious charafters, whofe hiftory 
is recorded in the Scriptures of truth. Compare your- 
felv^ with thofe finifhed Hkeneffes of chrifHans, which 
an infiiHible pencil has given us in die gofpd. Ob^ 
ferve well the fubfime intention of the gracious difpen- 
fattion under which you live, and which is nothing lefs 
ihaii to make- you *' partakers of the divine nature,'* 
to enable you to live *^ the life of God," and to ren- 
dier ydu ** perfeft, even as your Father which is in 
^' heaven is perfe€l." 

TTake a furvey of your religion ; I would exafnine 
you with regard to three articles, which have a de- ^ 
pendence on each other, and in each of which you 
will be found *'to come" woefully ^^ fhort." 

Firft, Confider your knowledge. While you are 
men in years, are you not *' children in underftand- 
^' ing ?' You have been liberally favoured with the 
means of information. Do you poffefs all you should 
have knqff/n j and all you could have known ? After 
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fo many years of hearing, what additions have you 
made to your ftores ? Are you filled with holy pru- 
dence to " ponder the path of your feet/* to " look 
^* well to your goings/' and to difcern fhares where 
there is no appearance of danger ? Do you ** walk 
'' circumfpeftly,'* ^^not as fools, but as wife ?'* Have 
you a fufficiency of holy wifdom to " rule well your 
*^ own houfes/* and to '' train up your children in the 
^* nurture'and admonition of the Lord T* Are you abk 
to '' giv€ to every man that alketh you, a reafon of 
*^ the hope that is in you ?'* Can you. apply general 
principles to particular cafes ? Can you reconcile 
promifes and providences when they feem adverfe to 
each other ? Does " the word of Chrift dwell in you 
^' RICHLY in ALL, wUdom ?** Haye you clear, com- 
bining, and impreffive views of any truth of the Scrips 
tare ? And are there not many fubjefts of revelation, 
with which you have no acquaintance ? Alas ! with 
many profeflbrs of religion, more than half the bible 
is entirely ufelefs. They confine their attention only 
to a few dodrines, and even thefe they regard^ not as 
they are delivered in the undefined grandeur of the 
facred writers, but as they are reduced and modelled 
to ftand conveniently in a human creed, or a human 
fyftem* What a difference is there between the ocean 
of revelation^ and fuch a vefTel-fuU of truth, as any 
formuUry of doftrine contains ! but the latter has often 
been miftaken for the former ; and becaufe it is eafy 
to penetrate to the bottom of the one, many imagine 
they have fathomed the other, David givep us a fiine 
idea of revelation, when he tells us " it is exceeding 
*« bK)a4." Of « all" other « perfeftion*' he.co^Id fee 
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*' an end j*' but he viewed this as incomprehenfible 
and bdimdlefs ; here he faw room for unceafing progw 
refs ; here he knew frefli beauties and glories would 
be perpetually difcovered, to reward the humble and 
a£hVe inquirer. And why fhould we (land in this ex* 
teniive country, and fufier a man, fallible like ourfelves, 
and with na better fources of informjition, to mark us 
off a piece only of the facred foil, to draw around us a 
circle, over which we are made to promife never to 
ftep ? Hear, O fon of Abraham, the voice of thy God: 
** Go through the land in the length and the breadth 
*^ of it, for to thee have I given it.*' Hear the language 
of one of his fervants ; O ye Hebrews, " ye are dull 
of hearing : for when for the time ye ought to be 
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again^ 
which be the firft principles of the oracles of God ; 
^* and are become j&ich as have need of milk, and not 
" of ftrong drink. For every one that ufeth milk is 
^* unfldlful in the* word of righteouihefs : for he is a 
** babe. But ftrong meat bebngeth to them, that are 
" of full age, even thofe who by reafon of ufe, have 
their fenfes exercifed to difcem both good and evil. 
Therefore leaving the principles of the doftrine of 
*^ Chrift, let us go on unto perfefldon.** He means 
perfeftipn in knowledge ; he would not have us con- 
fine our attention perpetually to a.few particular parts; 
oar to ufe his own image, would not have us to be al- 
ways " laying again the foundation,'* inftead of going 
ori with the fupa-ftnidure ;.but, alas ! when will the 
underftandings of our people fuffer us to extend our 
views ? sWhen will they roufe up their minds, and ex- 
ert their feiculties to take in fpmething -beyond a few . 






6C 



20d Vn Progre/s in Religion. [Ser* x. 

coHimoiahplace refleftions, which they have heard 
times without number ? Why will they always con- 
ftrain us to abide near " the firft principles of the or- 
** acles of God j*' or if we advance, why will they re- 
fute to accompany us one degree beyond *them ? 

Secondly, Obferve your holiness* For the knowl- 
edge of perfons may furpafs their experience, and a 
growth in gifts is very diftinguifhable from a growA 
in grace. Review then your fandification ; and fuf- 
fer me to afk, have you no remaining corruptions to 
fubdue ? Are your paffions entirely under the controul 
of reafon ? Are your aBEeflions all heavenly ? Are you 
'' crucified to the world ?** ftave you no undue regard 
for it ; no improper expedition from it ? Are yOu 
properly affefted with the evil of fin ? Do you abhor 
it, mourn over it, watch againft it ? Do you '* deny 
" yoinfelves, and take up your crofs, and follow*' Jie- 
fusr ** without the camp/' gladly " bearing his re- 
*' proach ?" Is your obedience miiv^rfal, imvarying, 
cheerful ? Have you fully imbibed the tempers of 
your religion ? Are there no deficiencies perceivable 
in ^ery grace, in every duty ? Are you ** flvong in 
" faith ?" Db yoU " abound in hope ?*' Do you love 
God, and do you love him fupremely ? Do you love' 
your nei^bour? and do you love him as yourfetf? 
C^i you ^Move yom:' enemies, and blefsthem that 
*' curfe you ?'* Are you ** clothed with humility ?'* b 
your woriKip always fpiritual ? Db you never *' o£^ 
" the iacrifice of fools?** Do you. not often pray with 
formality, and hear in vain ? I need not prefe thefib in^ 
quiri^s* If you are' chriffiaw indeed, you are ready 
to /anfwer them with 'fighs and t^ars^^^^ Enter not intft^ 
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" .judgment with thy fervant : my foul cleaveth to the 
^^duft: O wretched mah that I am: perfed that 
^^ which concemeth me ; thy mercy, O Lord, en- 
*' dureth for ever ; forfake not the work of thine own 
« hands/* 

Thirdly, Think of" your privileges, Thefe are 
innumerable and invaluable. It is the privilege of 
cbriftians to have " exceeding great and precious 
'* promifes." It is the privilege of chriftians to " be 
^* careful for nothing/* It is the privilege of chrif- 
tians to ^ enter into reft/* It is the privilege oi 
chriftians to " have peace with God through our Lord 
" Jefus Chrift/'* It is the privilege of chriftians to 
*' walk all day in the light of his countenance ;** to 
^^ rejoice in the Lord always ;** to " rejoice in him 
** with joy unfpeakable and full of glory/* It is the 
privilege of chriftians to " count it all joy when they 
** fall into divers temptations ;** and to " glory in tri- 
** bulation alfo;**and all this has been exemplified; men 
have "received the gofpel in much affli6Hon, with joy 
*^ of the Holy Ghoft ;^* they have " taken pleafure in 
*' infirmities, in reproaches, in neceflities, in |)erfecu- 
** tions, in diftreflfes for Chrift*s fake ;** they " have 
*' taken joyfully the fpoiling of their goods ;** they 
have approached the flames with rapture ; they have 
loved and longed for " his appearing/* But where 
are you? Always in darknefs and alarms; always 
among thorns and briars ; always murmuring and com- 
plaining ; having religiofi enough to make you mifera- 
ble, but not enough to make you happy. Do you be- 
long to the fame community ? Have you the fame 

privileges with them ? the fame heaven with them ? 

Cc ' 
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the fame God with them ? the fame Comforter with 
them ? What fhould we think of all the high praifes 
of religion, if it had no more confolation and pleafure 
to afford than you poffefs ? Thus whether we exam- 
ine your knowledge, or your hx)linefs, or your privi- 
leges, it will appear that much lies ftiil before you ; 
much to underftand ; much to perform ; much to en*- 
joy. Week after week, year after year, God comes 
to obferve your ptogrefs, and finds you, if not drawn 
back, fixed in the place you occupied before. 

Pa RT II. And whence is this ? Why wil| you fuffer 
all this remaining region to be unpoffeffed ? How fliall 
I awaken you from your negligence, and convince you 
of the PROPRIETY and necessity of making fresh 

AND CONTINUAL ADVANCES ? 

Firft, I would drop before you the commands of 
God, You are forbidden to draw bac^ ; you are for- . 
bidden to be ftationary ; fomething more is neceffary 
than languid, partial, occafionaL, temporary progref- 
fion ; you are required to be " ftedfaft, unmoveable, 
" always abounding in the work of the Lord :" tp 
*^ add to your faith, virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; 
" and to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
*^ patience ; and to patience, godlinefs ; and to godU* 
*' nefs, brotherly Idndnefs ; and to brotherly kindnefs, 
** charity :" to " walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
*' well pleafing, being fruitful in every good work :*' 
to ** grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our X>ord 
** and Saviour/* Such is the mortality of the gofpel, 
and thefe are the commands of God, which you have 
profeffed tp make the rule of your aftiozis* 
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Secondly, L would furroimd you with all the im- 
ages employed by the facred writei-s, when they wouli 
defcribe the nature of a religions life. For which of 
them does not imply progrefs, and remind us of the 
importance of undiminiihed ardour and unceafmg ex- 
ertion I Is it *^' the fhining light ?'* This " Ihines 
*^ more and more unto the perfed day/' Is it the 
groimg grain ? Behold " firft the blade, then the ear, 
after that the full com in the ear/* Is it the myf- 
tard-feed ? What though its beginning be fmall, 
'* when it is grbwn^it is the greateft among herbs, and 
** becometh a tree ; fo that the birds of the air 
^* come and lodge in the braiKhes thereof.** Is it leav- 
en ? It prevades " the meal, till the whole be leav- 
^* ened." Is the chriftian a fcholar ; and is he only to 
retain what he has already acquired ? Is he running a 
race ; and in the middle of his courfe does he fit down 
to reft, or ftep afide to gather flowers ? Is he a warri- 
or ; and does he fleep not only in the field, but even 
in the a^on ? 

Thirdly, I would call forth .examples in your 
prefence. They teach you the fame truth— ^Who faid, 
*^ I befeech thee, ftiew me thy glory ?** A man, who 
had ** feen God face to face/* Who prayed, ^* teach 
"me thy ftatutes:** **open thou mine eyes, that 
*^ I may behold wondrous things out of thy law ?** A" 
man, who had " more underftanding than** all " his 
*^ teachers ;** a man, who " underftood more than the 
^' ancients.** It is needlefs to multiply inflances. Per-* 
haps no mam ever carried religion to higher degrees j 
perhaps no individual had ever fo much reafon to be 
Satisfied with his proficiency as the apoftle Paul ; but 
hear his language to the Philippians ; ** Brethren, \ 
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** count not myfelf to have apprehended : but this one 
•* thing I do, forgetting thofe things which are behuid/* 
And what things, to ufe the words of an admired 
preacher, had he to forget ? The churches he had ef- 
tabliflied, the fermons he had preached ; his prayers 
and epiftles ; journeys and perils ; unexampled labours ; 
the abundance of his revelations, his entering the third 
heaven, all this, fays he, " is behind ;" all this I deem 
unworthy of recoUedion, compared with the future* 
I am reaching forth unto " thofe things which are be- 
fore ; I prefs toward the mark,*for the prize of my 
high calling of God in Chrift Jefus.** And have 
we " attained J'* are we " already perfeQ: ?** And fhall 
we leave off to make advances ? Shall we be fatisfied 
with our trifling acquifitions ? 

Fourthly, I would hold up to view the advakta- 
GES of progrefGve religion. 

A chriftian (hould be concerned for the honour of 
God ; he is under infinite obligations to " fliew forth 
" the praifes of Him, who hath called us out of dark- 
^ nefs into his marvellous light ;** but " herein is*' our 
^* Father glorified, jthat ye bear much fruit/' 

A chriftian fhould be concerned for the welfare of 
his fellow-creatures. He fhould be a blefiing to hiis 
^family, to his country. He fhould be as " a dew from 
** the Lord,'* fertilizing the place in which he lives. ^ 
He fhould have a ftock^ not only fufficient to fuftaia 
himfelf, but to relieve others. He fliould be a ftream, 
at which the thirfty may drink ; a fliadow, under which 
the weary may refrefh themfelves ; he fhould be the ' 
image of his Lord and Saviour, going about doing goo4^ 
cafUng out imclean fpirits, opening the eyes of tb$^ 
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blind, binding up the broken-hearted. But the more 
grace he poffefles, the more qualified will he be for 
ufefulnefs ; the more will he be difpofed and enabled 
to do good. 

A chriftian fliould be concerned for his own profper- 
ity ; and has he to learn wherein it confifts ? Need he 
be told, that adding grace to grace, is adding " ftrength 
«« to ftrength," dignity to dignity, beauty to beauty, 
joy to joy ? It is with the chriftian, as it is with the man 
in trade ; the more he acquires, the more he is enabled 
to gain ; every increafe is not only a poffeffion, but a 
capacity. " To him that hath, {hall be given, and he 
^' {hall have more abundantly ; but from him that hath 
*' not, {hall be taken away, even that which he feenieth 
^' to have.** The more {in is mortified in us, the lefs 
will the ** prince of this world find" to encourage his 
approach ; the lefs fufceptiblc {hall we be of temptation 
in the fcenes of danger through which we pafs. There 
is fomething very attraftive and pleafing in progrefs. 
It is agreeable to obferve a ftately edifice rifing up 
from die deep bafis, and becoming a beautiful manfion. 
It is entertaining to fee the rough outline of a pidtur^, 
filled and fini{hed. It is ftriking in the garden, to be- 
hold the tree renewing figns of life ; to mark the ex- 
panding foliage, the opening bud, the lovely blo{rom, 
the fwelling, colouring, ripening fruit. And where 
is the father, where is the mother, who has not fpark- 
led with delight, while contemplating the child grow- 
ing in ftature ; acquiring by degrees the ufe of its ten- 
der limbs •, beginning to totter, and then t6 walk more 
firmly ; the pointing finger fucceeded by the prattling 
longue*; curiofity awakened ;• reafon dawning } new 
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powers opening ; the charafter forming. But nothing 
is to be compared with the progrefs of " this building 
** of God ;^' thefe " trees of righteoufnefs ;" this 
*' changing into his image from glory to glory ;*' this 
procefs qf " the new creature** from the hour of re- 
generation ^' unto a perfeft man, unto the meafure of 
« the ftature of the fullnefs of Chrift/* AAd, O what 
is it when we are the fubjefts too \ The nearer we live 
to heaven, the more of its pure, and peaceful influence 
we fhall enjoy. The way of life, narrow at the en- 
trance, widens as we proceed* It is the nature of 
habits to render their a£ts eafy and delightful. There 
is little pleafure in religion, if there be no fervency j 
if there be no vigour in faith, no zeal in devotion, no 
life in duty, religion is without a foul ^ it is the mere 
carcafs of inanimate virtue. What fenfations of ec- 
ftacy, what profpefts of affurance, can fuch chriftians 
€xpe£t ? In converfion, as in the alteration of an old 
edifice, we firft demolifh, and this only furnilhes us. 
with rubbifh and ruins ; but afterwards, we raife up 
an orderly beautiful building, in whiqh we are refrefli- 
ed and charmed. What an happinefs arifes from dif- 
ficulties overcome, and from labour crowned with 
fuccefs ! What emotions can e^ual the jay of one, 
who after the painfiil battle " divides the fpoil ?** But 
what can refemble the fatisfaftion of the chriftian^ 
who on each fuccefsful exertion gathers frefli " glory^ 
" honour, and immortality !" The life of the a6Hve 
chriftian is the labour of the bee ; who all day long is 
.flying from the hive to the flower, or from the floWer 
to the hive ; but all his bufinefs is confined to fragra»- 
-ey, and produftive of fweets. There are many promr- 
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ifes made to perfeverance in the divme life, and this is 
one ; " then fliall we know if we follow on to know 
'' the Lord : his going forth is prepared as the morn- 
^^ ing ; and he (hall come unto us as the rain, as the 
^' latter and the former rain unto the earth.'* This is 
the way to obtain divine refr^lhments and manifefta- 
tlons ; thus the Saviour we purfue, upon every pleaf*- 
ing furprife we exprefs will fay, " thou Ihalt fee great- 
** er things than thefe.** Some of you are much per- 
plexed as to your fpiritu^l condition ; the reafon is 
obvious ; little things are fcarcely perceptible ; let your 
religion be enlarged, and it will become more obvious. 
And to clofe this part of our difcourfe, remember that 
it is an awful proof, that you have no real religion, if 
you are fatisfied with what you have ; a degree of ex- 
perience however fmall, would ftimulate ; the relifh 
would provoke the appetite ; and having *^ tafted that 
the Lord is gracious," your language would be, 
evermore give us this bread/* The nearer a per- 
fon in any profeffion or fcience approaches to perfec- 
tion, the more clearly will he perceive, axui the mox^e 
painfully will he feel his remaining imperfedipns. 
In nothing is this more undeniable, than in religious 
proficiency. This being the cafe, I am perfuaded, 
chriftiaps, you are prepared. 

Part IIL To receive fome admonitions with 

REGARD to YOUR FUTURE EFFORTS. If yOU WOUld 

advance. 

Firft, Shake off indolence. Nothing is more in- 
jurious to our progrefs, and alas! nothing is more 
common. It has indeed been faid, that floth is a vio^ 
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the moft univerfally natural to all mankind. They 
difcover it as to bodily exercife ; ftill more with re- 
gard to mental application ; but it appears moft of all 
in religious purfuits. Upon this principle many are 
influenced in their choice of preachers, and in their 
adoption of fentiments. This makes them fonder of 
fpeculations, which bear very foftly upon the heart ahd 
fife, than of thofe truths which inculcate a holy prac- 
tice. They find it eaiier to hear weekly a number of 
fermons, than tp teach their children the duties of the 
gofpel, and to maintain ferious devotion in their fam- 
ilies, and and in their clofets. Man loves indulgence ; 
he. needs a ftimulus to make him arife from the bed of 
floth, to exert his faculties, and to employ the means 
of which he is pofleffed. And oiie would naturally 
conclude that in religion he would find it. As he fits 
ateafe, revelation draws back the vail, and fh^ws him 
the moft aftonifhing realities ; an eternal world ; what^ 
ever can fting with motive, whatever can alarm with 
fear, whatever can animate with hope ; what a Being 
to pleafe, on whom it depends to fave or to deftroy J 
what a ftate of mifery is there to efcape ! what an in- 
finite happinefs to fecure ! Survey the prize. In feek- 
ing honour, men facrifice their peace, fubmit to mor- 
tifications, climb afcents .the moft flippery and hazar- 
dous. To gain wealth, they rife up early, fit up late, 
eat the bread of carefulnefs ; and what beggarly, un- 
fatisfyiag advantages are all earthly things ! The rich 
man, *' in the midft of his fufficiency may be in ftraits.*' 
The conqueror may be wrung with forrow even on 
the day of his triumph. Now " they run for a cor- 
f* ruptible crown, but we for an incorruptible/^ Shall 
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Ihey be zealous in trifles, and we remain cold and mo- 
tionlefs in matters of endlefs importance ? Or do you 
imagine diligence is unneceflary ? But does not every 
thingf valuable require labour ? Do we ever highly ef- 
teem that which cofts us nothing ? Indolence never 
ploughs or fows, and therefore never reaps. It never 
plants or pru-^es, and therefore never gathers the cluf- 
ters of the grapes ; nothing great was ever performed by 
it ; nothing great was ever poflefled by it, " The foul 
" of the diUgent*' only " (hall be made fat/' " Win 
" and wear it/' fays Bifhop Latimer, " is infcribed on 
•* the crown of glory which fadeth not away/' Be 
aflured, " your ftrength is not to lit ftill :" " be not 
** flothful, but followers of them who through faith 
** and patience inherit the promifes." 

Secondly, Beware of diversion, Difcharge your- 
felf as much as poflible from fuperfluous cares. Dif- 
tinguifh between diligence in lawful bu^nefs, and 
** entangling yourfelves in the affairs of this life.'' 
This fometimes arifes from a multiplicity of concerns, 
and more frequently from the want of order and fldll 
in the management of them. Thus you are robbed 
of the temper, and the attention, and the opportuni- 
ties which devotion requires. The good old men who 
toe gone before us, lived as long again as you do in 
the fame number of years ; they redeemed their^ time j 
they rofe early ; they moved by rule ; they planned 
every thing ; they would haVe leifure for religion j 
and if time fell fliort, the body and the world fuffered 
the lofs ; they never robbed the foul, and trifled with 
eternity. To avoid dfverfioh, you would do well to 
ttmember that religion is the grand bufinefe of life ; 

♦ Dd 
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that to this you muft render every thing elfe 8U]&^ 
ORDINATE and SUBSERVIENT J that you are not to 
confine your pious regards and attentions to the fab- 
bath, or the temple ; you are to " walk in the fear of 
the Lord all the day long ;'* and " whether ye eat 
or drink) or whatever ye do/' you are to do " all to 
the glory of God/* In his journey the traveller 
may paufe for a moment to behold the beauty of the 
fcenery around him ; or in the evening he may " turn 
" afxde to tarry for a night/* but in the morning he 
goes on his way ; nothing diverts him ; he thinks on- 
ly of the objefl: for which he fet out. If however a 
man goes forth without an end in view, or does not 
feel the neceffity of purfuing it ; if he travels extem- 
pore, and leaves the determination of his courfe to ac- 
cident, he is liable to be caught with any pleafmg prof- 
peQ: ; he will be ready to comply with any flattering 
invitation ; he will be driven back, or turned afide by 
every appearance of difficulty. Fix your aim, my 
brethren, and eftablifh in your minds a conviction of 
the importance of it ; then you will no longer live at 
random ; then you will have a principle which will 
fimplify all your concerns, by giving them one com- 
mon tendency ; then you will have a director to guide 
you in every perplexing uncertainty ; then you will 
have a flandard, by which to decide what you are to 
fhun, and what you are to purfue ; it will induce you to 
examine all with a reference to this, and to make all 
contribute to this ; every occurrence will fumifh lef- 
fons and helps ; in relation to this we Ihall judge of 
what is good or evil ; this will keep us from murmur- 
ing when we feel things which^ though painful^ urge 
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us forward, and from fighing for things which, though 
pleafing, will prove an incumbrance. 

I would remark further, that there are not only di- 
verlions from religion, but diverfions in it ; and of 
thefe alfo you are to beware. Here, finding you are 
unfufpicious of danger, the enemy often fucceeds ; for 
his end is frequently anfwered by things good in them- 
felves ; he is fatisfied if he can draw off your attention 
from great things, and engrofs it with little ones ; if he 
can make you prefer opinions to praftice, and contro- 
verfy to devotion ; if by confuming your zeal on the 
circumftantials of religion, he can render your minds 
cold to the efferice ; if he can bring you to lay more ftrefs 
upon thofe peculiarities in which you differ, than upon 
thofe all important points in which you agree. 

Thirdly, Guard againft despondency. There are 
indeed many things which, when viewed alone, have 
a tendency to difcourage the mind. We know your 
weaknefs, and we know the difficulties and dangers to 
which you are expofed. Your progrefs will prove 
warlike ; your poffeffion, like the inheritance of the 
Jews, is to be conquered — ^but "be courageous;'' 
nothing will fo much animate you as holy confidence. 
To ftrengthen this principle, you have the promife of 
a faithful God. It encouragss you with an affurance 
of eventual fuccefs, and of immediate affiftance. The 
advantages are as certain as they are great. The la- 
bour and the hope of the hulbandman may be deftroy- 
ed — but here are no cafiialties ; " he that goeth forth 
** and weepeth, bearing precious feed, fhall doubtlefs 
*^ come again with rejoicing, bringing his fheaves with. 
**bim.** The foUier fights uncertainly — ^but ther^ 
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is no peradventure in this warfare ; " yea, in all thefe 
*^ things we are more than conquerors through Hin^ 
*' that loved us." How enlivening is the perfuafion 
that we cannot be defeated in our enterprife, or difap- 
pointed in our hope ! But you want immediate help ; 
and God has engaged that you fliall not advance alooe j 
his prefence fhall be with you, and his grace fhall be 
fufficient for you, " So that you may boldly fay, the 
*'Lord is my Helpen I will not fear.'* " I will go 
^^ forth in the ftrength of the Lord.'* See however that 
your confidence be fcriptural, and your reliance prop- 
erly placed. ' And, 

Fourthly, Be afraid of presumption. " Even 
*' the youdis (hall faint and be weary, and the young 
" men Ihall utterly fall ; but they that wait upon the 
** Lord (hall renew their ftrength, they Ihall mount up 
*^ with wings as eagles, they fliall run and not be wea- 
^* ry, and they fliall walk and not faint.** Our depend- 
ence upon God is abfolute and univerfal. ** In him 
^* we live, and move, and have our being.** His agen- 
cy is more indifpenfable in fpiritual things than in nat- 
' ural; fin has raadered us peculiarly weak, helplefs, and 
difaflfefted. Without Him we can do nothing ; oujr 
progrefs in religion will be in proportion to his influ- 
ences. We are " led by the Spirit of God ;** *' we 
" live in the Spirit ; we walk in the Spirit.** Be fen- 
fible of this, and as the proof of it, be much in prayer. 
Prayer is the language of dependence ; by this we call 
for fuccour, and by this we obtain it. Thus *' whei| 
** we are weak, then are we-ftrong,** becaufe this fenfe 
of our infufficiency leads us to implore the power of 
Qod ; and " if we feek we fliall fiJtwJ.'* Hence.it foK 
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|owa» th9.t if we have not more grace, it is becaufe we 
pray fo little. Prayer increafes religion by it$ very 
exercife ; it naturally promotes refignation, dieriflies 
hope, and fbrengthens faith ; our int^rcourfe with God 
wiU naturally dimini(h worldly impreflionson the mind, 
and refine and elevate our powers j it will increafe our 
refemblance of God, and we ihall come forth ir<Hn his 
prefence like Mofes, iiuning in his rays. Prayer alfo is 
rich m promife ; " I never faid to the feed of Jacob, feek 
*^ ye me in vain/* *' The Lord is nigh unto all them 
^^ that call upon him, to all them that call upon him in 
** truth : he will fulfil the defire of them that fear him ; 
** he will alfo hear their cry, and will lave them." 
On thefe two principles prayer ranks higheft among 
thofe inftitutions which we call means of grace ; and 
will be inceffantly regarded by all thofe whx) are con- 
cerned to enjoy foul-^ofperity. 

Fifthly, ft would be profitable for you to " call to 
** remembrance the former days," and efpedally to 

REVIEW THE BEGINNING OF YOUR RELIGIOUS 

COURSE. It is faid of Jehofaphat, that ^^ he walked 
** in the first ways of his father Pavid ;" it is an in- 
timation that he was nx^t fo zealous, and Ho accurate ia 
his converfatiooi afterwards. Our Saviour tells the 
church of Ephefus, ^^ I have fomewhat againft thee, 
" becalife thou haft left thy first love ; remember 
" from whence thou art fallen, and repeat, aiul do thy 
** first works." Ah ! chriftians, do not your minds 
appropriate this reproach ? O how you abounded in 
the duties of obedience then ! O how you prized w- 
dinances ! O how you longed for the fiibbath ; and 
l^ow glad were you <^ when they faid, let us go mto 



Ci 



222 On Pregrefs in Religion. [Ser. x. 

** the houfe of the Ixird !*' How much of your time 
was employed in meditation, and prayer, and praife ! 
And all was deemed a privilege ! There was nothing 
like burden or bondage. How did the bittemefs of 
repentance make you loathe fin ; and at what an awful 
diftance did you keep yourfelves from its approach ! 
How glorious did the Saviour appear in your deliver- 
ance ; and with what vigour did you fay, " Lord, I will . 
*^ follow thee whitherfoever thou goeft!*' Mufti *' cry 
in the ears of Jerufalem, faying, thus faith the Lord, 
I remember thee, the kindnefs of thy youth, and the 
love of thine efpoufals, when thou wenteft after me 
** in the wildemefs, in a land that was not fown." 
Alas ! is it neceffary to lead you back in the hiftory of 
your religion, and to derive from yourfelves in former 
years examples to excite you now ? To make you 
blufh at a change not for the better, but the worfe ; to 
cover you with confufion, by comparing the flacknefs 
of your progrefs, with the ardours of your commence- 
ment ? 

Finally, It will not be lefs profitable for you ta 

LOOK FORWARD, AND SURVEY THE CLOSE OF ALL. 

Chriftians, " it is high time to awake out of fleep, for 
now is your falvation nearer than when ye believed j 
the night is far fpent, the day is at hand/* Would 
you flumber on the verge of heaven ? The ftream in- 
creafes as it approximates the fea ; motion accelerates 
as it approaches the centre. You have beheld dying 
faints, and have often heard them mourn that they 
had* been fo negligent, and that they had done fo little 
fir God in their day and generation ; and are you re- 
frfv^d to fill a dying hour with fimilar regrets ? Did 
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you know that "the time of" your "departure was 
" at hand/' you inftantly would arife, and have " your 
loins girded, and your lamps burning." But the 
feafon will come foon, and may come immediately. 
Therefore " whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave, whither 
thou goeft." Yes, this is the only opportunity you 
will have to do good to others, and to get good for 
yourfelves. Jofliua had the day protrafted, to enable 
him to complete his viftory ; but no addition will be 
made to yours ; no fun will ftand ftill while you finifh 
your courfe; fee! the fhadows of the evening are 
clofing in ; and " the night cometh, wherein no man 
*' can work." Will you always be in a condition 
which will render reprieve anxioufly defirable ? Will 
you be always praying when you apprehend the fum- 
mons, ** O fpare me, that I may recover ftrength be- 
** fore I go hence and be no more ?" Does it require 
no more mortification than you now pofiefs, fubmiilive- 
ly and cheerfully to bid farewell to the world ? Does 
it require no more affurance of hope than you now 
feel, to pafs fearlefsly the dark " valley of the ihadow 
" of death ?" And what a trial awaits you beyond the 
grave ! For there is a tribunal, before which fuperfi- 
cial tears will not be confidered as repentance ; a hap- 
py temper will not pafs for converfion ; a few, fluggifh 
endeavours will not be accepted in the room of vital 
godlinefs ; nothing will be crowned but a faith that 
overcomes the world ;" a " hope that purifies even 
as He is pure ;" a love that '* conftrains us to live 
"not to ourfelves, but to Him that died for us. 
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** and rofe again ;*' a patience " that endufeth to 
** the end;'*a perfeverance that keeps us from *' bang 
*' weary in well-doing.** *' The Lord grant that 
*• we may find mercy of the Lord in that day*'— 
Amen and Amen. 
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SERMON XL 



THE PRIVILEGES OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 



Psalm Ixxxiv. 11. 

^or the Lord God is a fun and Jhield ; the Lord will 
give grace and glory : no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. 

JL/ A VID was remarkably dlftinguiihed 
by the fervency of facred aflPeftions. He could fay 
with propriety, ** the zeal of thy houfe hath eaten me 
** up." Hence his anxiety and refolution to eftabliih 
a refidence for the ark ; " Surely I will not come into 
the tabernacle of my hoilfe, nor go up into my bed ; I 
wiH not give fleep to mine eyes, or flumber to mine 
eye-lids, until I find out a place for the Lord, aft 
** habitation for the mighty God of Jacob." Hence 
tiis peculiar diflrefs, when deprived of public privi- 
leges ; *^ when I remember thefe things, I pour out my 
^' foul in me ; for I had gone with the multitude, I 
^ went with them to the houfe of God j with the voice 
^* of joy and praife, with a multitude that kept holy- 
*^ day." When by the unnatural rebellion of Abfa- 
lom he is driven, from his throne, he feels the lofs of 
kis palace much lefs than the lofs of the fanftuary ; and 
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the feelings of the king are abforbed in the concern of 
the worfliipper for the ordinances of religion. Infidels 
may indeed endeavour to explain this, by fuppofing that 
David was a man of a melancholy turn of mind, and 
that like other weak and gloomy perfons, he fought 
relief in devotional exercifes, when he (hoiUld have 
been engaged in forming wife counfels, and adopting 
vigorous meafures. But let us attend to his real char- 
adler. He was the hero of the age, and had immor- 
talized his name by numerous exploits. In him were 
united the prowefs of the foldier, and the Ikill of the 
general ; and a fucceffioii of the moft brilliant vi6l:o- 
ries had procured for him the higheft confidence, as 
well as the higheft honour. He was qualified to rule 
as a judge, and to govern as a politician. To all thefe 
he added the charms of poetry and mufic, and *' the 
harp of the fon of Jefle ftill continues to drive away 
the evil fpirit.** Neverthelefs he palTes by all thefe 
diftinftions ; every other exercife, every other pleaf- 
ure, gives place to one ; in "this he centers all his hap- 
pinefs — ^^ One thing have I defired of the Lord, that 
" will I feek after ; that I may dwell in the houfe of 
'* the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beau- 
" ty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple.** 
" How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hofts!** 
" Bleffed are they that dwell in thine houfe ; they will 
" be ftill praifmg thee." '* For a day in thy courts 
" is better than a thoufand ; I had rather be a door- 
keeper in the houfe of my God than to dwell in the 
" tents of wickednefs." Such was the language of his 
decided preference ; nor was it the ebullition of en- 
ifcufiafm. He fpeaks " the words of truth and fober- 
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" nefs ;'* he gives iblid reafons for his predileftion* 
The houfe of God had afforded him multiplied advan- 
tages ; there he had experienced divine manifeftations 
and influences ; there he hoped to enjoy frefli com- 
munion, and renewed fupplies ; "For the Lord God 
^' is a Sun and Shield ; the Lord will give grace and 
" glory, and no good thing will he withhold from 
*^ them that walk uprightly." Let us examine thefe 
words in a fenfe more detached and general. Let u§ 
contemplate " the Lord God*' we adore in the fanc- 
tuary ; let tis confider what He is — ^^ a sun and 
** sHiEhD.^' What He gives — ^** grace and glo- 
" RY.** What He withholds — ^^ no good 
" THING ;'* and whom He regards— "them that 

^' WALK uprightly/* 

Part L If God, my brethren, fpeaks to man. He 
muft condefcend to employ human language, not di- 
vine. He has done fo ; and behold nature and art 
lending their combined powers to aid the weaknefs of 
our appreheniion. Naturfe fiimifhes us with a fun, 
and art with a Ihield \ and all that is implied in thefe 
images, and more than all is God to his people. 

He is a " Sun.'* Who can be ignorant of the glo- 
ly s^nd importance of this luminary in the fyftem of 
nature ; always the fame ; difpelling the horrors of 
darknefs ; making our day ; gladdening, fertilizing, 
and adorning the whole creation of God ? Every thing 
here below is changeable and perifliing ; " the grafe 
^' withereth, the flower thereof falleth away ;" man 
himfelf partakes of the general inftability. How manjf 
iianpires has the fun beheld rifing and falling ! how many 
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generations has it feen fucceflively defcending into the 

grave ! how many new poffeffors have occupied yonder 

eftate ! how many frefli claffes of labourers have toiled 

in yonder field ! while the fame fun, from the begins 

ning, has annually called forth the produce. At thi^ 

moment I feel the very fun which '' beat upon the 

^* head of Jonah/' While I fpeak, mine eye fees the 

very fame fun which Ihone on " the dial of Ahaz -/^ 

and " flood flill in the valley of Ajalon ;" the very 

fame fun which faw our Saviour " going about doing 

" good ;" Noah flepping forth from the ark ; Adam 

walking in the garden of Eden. It has fhone near fix 

thoufand years, but it is unaltered ; it has been per-. 

petually difpenfmg its beams, but it is undiminilhed j 

it has bleffed myriads, but it is not lefs able to cheer 

us. Kindle a thoufand lainps or fires, they will not 

enable you to difcem the fun j the fun can only be 

feen by his own light. As he difcovers himfelf, fo he 

renders every thing elfe vifible ; by means of his rays 

the volume charms us, we hail the fmiling fac€ of 

friendfliip, we purfue our callings, and fhun the dan?- 

gers to which we are expofed. "If any man walk 

in the day, he flumbleth not, becaufe he feeth the 

light of this world." « The fun arifeth ;" « man go- 

*^ eth forth to his work and to his labour until the 

*' evening." The illumination of the fun is progrefc 

five. The dawn is neither clear nor dark ; night re- 

luftantly refigns its fway; it flryggles for a while, 

but by and by it yields ; the fhadows retire, the clouds 

difperfe, the mifts and fogs evaporate before the rifing 

orb ; and « the fhining light fhineth more and more 

^' unto the perfed day j" and « truly the light k, 
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^ fweet, and a pleafant thing it is for the eyes to behold 
" the fun/* Nature fmiles ; the birds welcome his 
approach ; the lark rifes up, and fings as he afcends ; 
the little Iambs are fportive with the fympathy ; chil- 
dren are eager to go abroad* How welcome is the 
return of the fun after the dreary hours of night, and 
the chilling weeks of winter ! See thofe poor crea- 
tures, who are bleffed with it only a few months in the 
whole year ; fee them on its return, climbing 'to the 
tops of thdr frozen mountains, with longing eyes, 
{braining to catch a greedy glance ! Though the fun 
be io immenfely remote, we feel him near ; what a 
penetration, what a potency is there in his rays ! how 
he warms, enlivens, fruQifies ! David tells us, ** there 
** is nothing hid from the heat thereof:" Mofes 
fpeaks of " the precious things put forth by the fun." 
For without his influences, vain would be the labour 
of the ox, and the Ikill of the hufbandman ; he pro- 
duces the lovelinefs of fpring, and the abundance of 
autumn. He " renews the face of the earth ;" he 
decks all nature in charms. I imagine myfelf abroad 
in the depth of winter ; I look around me ; all exhibits 
a fcene of defolation ; the earth is covered with fnow ; 
the rivers are fealed up with ice j the vegetable tribes 
are dead, and the tuneful dumb ; favorite walks and 
beloved gardens, like friends in adverfity, are aban- 
doned by their admirers ; ** He fendeth abroad his ice 
** like morfels, who can fland before his cold ?" I 
rufli in ; and after the lapfe of a very few months, I 
come forth, and take a frelh furvey. I am filled with 
wonder. The ground is drelTed ** in living green ;'^ 
•^|[e woods are covered with foliage ** where the bird^ 
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** build their nefts," and indulge their fongs ; '* the 
*' flowers appear on the earth/* What has the fun 
been doing ? He has perfumed the rofe, he has paint- 
ed the tulip, he has made *' the vallies to ftand thick 
*' with com, and the little hills to rejoice on eve- 
^* ry fide j" " he has made all things new." 

And who is not reminded by all this of One, ** who 
^^ is the Father of lights, with whom there is no va- 
** riablenefs, or ihadow of turning ?'* And He only 
can be known by his own difcbveries ; " as it is writ- 
ten, eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor haye 
entered into the heart of man the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. But God 
hath REVEALED them urito us by his Spirit : for the 
Spirit fearcheth all things, even the deep things of 
^' God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
** fave the fpirit of a man which is in him ; even fo the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God.'* " God is light j" he fcattered " the dark- 
*^ nefs which covered the earth ;" " through the ten- 
^* der mercy of our God, the day-fpring from on high 
hath vifited us, to give light to them that fit in dark- 
nefs, and in the fhadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace." " He who commanded 
the light to fliine out of darknefs, hath fhined in our 
hearts^ to give the light of th^ knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrifl:." He ha$ 
opened *' the eyes of our underftanding ;" fubdued 
our prejudices ; fixed our attention ; and given us a 
tafte capable of relifhing the fublime truths of his 
word : He ** has called us out of darknefs into his 
♦' marvellous light.'* His people are not ftrangers to 
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happinefs, and they derive it all from him. The 
knowledge he gives them *' rejoiceth the heart/' He 
fills thenl " with all joy and peace in believing." Hi* 
** ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all" his ** paths 
*' are pe^ce." He lifts up " the light of his coun- 
" tenance upon" them, and this puts *^ gladnefs into 
''their hearts, more than" the wicked experience 
" when their com and wine increafe." If they have 
feafons which may be called their night, or their win- 
ter ; they are occafioned by his abfence ; " He hides 
•^ his face, and they are troubled ;" then they cry, "O 
*' when wilt thou come unto me ?" Cold, languifliing, 
dead before ; when He returns he brings profperity ; 
*' he works in us to will and to do ;" he enlivens eve- 
ry duty, and aftuates every grace ; quickened by his 
influences, our religion buds forth ; we " bloffom as 
the rofe," we are '' filled with all the fruits of righ- 
teoufnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift unto the glory 
and praife of God." " The beauty of the Lord 
" our God is upon us." Even here the change which 
divine grace accomplifhes i$ truly marvellous ; but we 
fliall " fee greater things than thefe ;" that foul will: 
foon be '' prtfented faultlefs before the prefence of his 
'' glory with exceeding joy ;" that body too Ihall par- 
tike of the renovation, " it is fown in corruption, it lis 
*' raifed in incorruption ; it is fown in difhonour, it is 
'* raif«d in glory ; it is fown in weaknefs,* it is raifed 
in power ; it is fown a natural body, it is raifed a 
fpiritual body." " He will beautify the meek with 
falvation." Behold the fublimeft image which even 
the imagination of David could feize ; but even this 
fells infinitely below the fubjeft to which it is applied* 
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After confidering the magnitude of its body, the rapid*' 
ity of its light, the force of its influence, and all the 
wonderful things which philofophers have told us ; 
hear our Saviour faying, " He maketh his fun to rife 
*^ on the evil and on the good ;*' and remember it is 
only one pi his creatures, which he made by " the 
" breath of his mouth ;*' which he upholds " by the 
** word of his power ;*' whofe inextinguiftiable fires he 
feeds ; and which he commands with infinitely more 
eafe, than you can manage the fmalleft lamp ; it is only 
one ray of his glory. The infufficiency of all rneta*- 
phor requires a variety of comparifon, and hence Da- 
vid adds, 

" The Lord God is a shield.*' This piece of de- 
fenfive armour has been made of different materiaisi 
There have been Ihields of leather, of wood, of iron, 
of brafs, and fome even of filver and gold* Your 
Ihield, O chriflian, is divine. He, to whom *' be^ 
" long the ihields of the earth," who lends the flron- 
geft all their ftrength, with whom " nothing is impoifi^ 
*' ble ;*' He is your Shield, a Shield always at hand ; 
impenetrable by any weapon ; capacious, encompafling, 
adequate ; for what part of the chriftian lies uncover- 
ied, improtefted ? His fubftance ? *' Has He not made 
^ an hedge about him ; and about his houfe, and about 
^ all that he hath on every fide ?'' His reputation ? 
He Ihall hide them in the fccret of his prefence from 
the pride of man ; he ihall keep them fecretly in a 
pavilion ffom the ilrife of tongues/* . His body ? 
He keepeth all his bones, not one of them is bro- 
ken." His foul? "The Lord ihall preferve thee 
" from all evil, he ihall preferve thy foul.*' The de- 
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feE^ of our health and of our eflate is c6nditional ; 
and is decidied in fubferviency to our fpiritual and ev- 
erb^&g wel&i'e ; but for the fafetf of the foul, God 
has nt^lutely engaged; this " fhall never perilh/* Al- 
though the eneinies that cohfpire to deftroy itj afe 
^rmkidble smd numei'ous, they (hall all rage in vain. 
Jn tiie perfefliions, the ifrord, the providence, the grace 
^f God, we find ample refuge and fecurity; O chrif* 
tian, whik an appreheafion of expofure, and a con-» 
•:&i<aii&^fs of ^eaknrfs, is eveiy day preffing upon your 
mind,, and urging you to draw very gloomy concIu-» 
&msy reineBiiber the afiurance of eiFedual aiCftancd 
;|nd: defence \ by &ith fee God placing himfelf between 
you. and danger ; fee Jbhovah fpreading Himfelf all 
aroupd foryour prot^on ; and fulfilling die promife^ 
^^ as the mountains are round about Jerufalem^ fp th^ 
^Lord is xound about his people, from henceforth 
'^ even for ever J- ** For I, faith the Lord, will be un«t 
^ to her a wall of fire round about, and t will be th^ 
^ ^ory in. the midft of her/' Ah 1 well may wifdom 
fiery, ^^ whdb hearkeneth unto me fhall dwell iaiely^ 
^ and fiiall be quiet frdm the fear of evil.'* And Well 
npy you fay^ and ^ boldly** too, ** the Lord i$* my 
*^ Helper j I will not fear what man Ihall do unto me." 
(^ The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, whom 
* fhall Ifear ? The LoM is the Strength of my Iife> of 
^^ whom fhall I be afraid I Though an hoft fhoijild ^ 
^ eamp s^ainfl: tne^ my h^ut fhall not fear ^ thought 
^ war fiould rife againft nie,in this will I be ebhfident/^ 

II. Sseh €Siod is ; tad what does He ox ve i 
^.QgBLAci ikKP axoRY." The meaning, the Import 
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tanee, the dependence, the uni6n of thefe bleffiUgsV 
deferve our attention. • • 

And what is grace ? It is the favourite word of infpi- 
ration ; and herfe, as in many other paints of Scripture, 
it intends divine affiftance, and influe'nce fpringing 
from the free favour of God. It i& often expreffed 
plurally ; we hear of the graces of the Holy Spirit j 
and fome fpeak of them, as if they weue fo many little, 
feparate, confcious agents, refpedivdy ftationed in the 
foul J whereas it is one grand agiency, reftoring man 
to the image and fervice of God^ and operating various 
ways according to the nature of the objed ; when it 
regards truth, we call it faith ; a futtird good, hope j 
trouble, ^tience ; and fo of the reft, . And what: is 
glory ? It denotes fplendour, faime, excellency di^lay#^ 
ed ; and the facred writers apply it by way of diftinc- 
tie'h to the tf anfcendent dignity^ and fublime happinefs^ 
rfeferved^n heaven for the' righteous, . **Ttiou Ihalt 
^> guide me by thy counfel, and afterward, receive me 
^to glory.** "I reckon that the fufferings of tlii^ 
^^prefent time are not wotthy to be compared with the 
^^- gfory which Ihall be revealed in us.*^ " When ie* 
"•'^ho is our life fliall appear, then. Ihall we. alfo.apf 
^* pear with Him hi glory.** ' f ^ • ' 

T^efe bleffings are abfolutely effential to our wel- 
iFare ^ this, the chriftian acknowledges. From the bei 
ginning of his religious courfe, he has been convinced 
of the neceflity of divine grace, and his convx£tioir 
grows i^th his days. He feels himfelf wholly » une- 
qual to the work he has to do, the race he has to nm, 
the* warfare he has to accdmpliih. rNor dan ' he jive 
iftpon the grace which he has received ; ^' his ftrengdi^' 
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muft be " renewed ;" he muft receive " the continual 
" fupply of the Spirit of Jefus Chrift." From the 
nature of his difpofition he defires more grace ; from 
the nature of his condition he needs more. He wants 
grace to fuftain him in his troubles. He wants grace 
to fubdue his corruptions, and to fan6Hfy his tempers. 
He wants grace to preferve him '^in the hour of temp- 
" tation.'' He wants grace to quicken his languid 
oflFeftions, *' for his foul cleaveth to the duft. He 
wants grace to enlarge his experience, to render him 
ufeful to others, to qualify him for the various offices 
and relations of life, to " hold on his way," to ^' en- 
** dure to the end ;** and. Oh ! what grace does he 
want, to enable him to fay when he look§ forward, 
*^ yea, though I walk through the valley of the fhad- 
** ow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art with 
^ me, .thy rod and thy ftafF they comfort me !" Re- 
joice, O c&riftian ; from yonder throne you fliall "ob- 
^ tain naercy, and find grace to help in time of need." 
The *' God of all grace" invites you near ; " aflc, and 
** ye (hall receive, that your joy may be full" — ^^ My 
" grace is Sufficient for thee, for my ftrength is made 
** perfed in weakriefs," ^* The Lord will give grace ;" 
and thus the promife provides for the believer while 
in this world. But he is not to live here always ; this 
is only the beginning of his exiftence ; before him lies 
an opening eternity. And here the promife meet^ 
him with ** everlafting confolation," and affures him 
c^ ^' glory." He knows that when his wanderings are 
bnded, *• he fhall fit down with Abraham, and Ifaac, 
*'^and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ;" that after a 
few more painful ftruggles, he fhall wear ** the crown 
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^ of life ;" that as iicKHi as '^ tfane eanhly boufe' of ikitk 
'^ tabernacle is difiblved, he fhall have a buHdin^ of 
(' God, a houfe not made \mb hand^^ eternal in 
"the heavens/' Of this ** glory" we can know 
but very little, till we ihall hear the voice faying^ 
" Come and fee." But this drpumftance tvtxadec^-i 
!y magnifies it \ for v(rhat mull be ipiplied in a feUcitY 
which furpaffes all defcriptipn, all conceptions and 
which is hidden rather than unfolded by all the grand, 
imagery employed to exprefs it. But we haye feme m^ 
limations which ferye to awai^en our defires, to ele* 
vate our hopes, ^d to folace our minds, in all the dif« 
Acuities of life. O ! it is a pleafing thought, that 
" there remaineth ^ reft for the people of God j" that 
*« God (hall wipe away all teays from our eyes ;" tha^ 
*^ there fhall be no more death, neither forrow, nor 
^*_crying, neither ihall there be any more pain 5" t^iiai 
we ihall ^^ join the general aiTembly and church of th^ 
^^ firft-bom, whofe names are ynritten ip heay^ ^'' ttiat 

There we fliall (ee his £ace> 

Add NXV£&, KXTX& fin^— 

that he will ^' ihew us the path of life," an4 l>riiig uft 
into " his prefence, where there is fullnefs of JQy," ta4 
10 his "right hand where there are pleaf ures for erert 
^' more/' ** It doth not y^t appear what we Ihall be; 
^< but THIS we know, that when He ihall appear we 
^^ ihall be like Him, for we ihall fee Him as he ia.'' 

Again ; Thefe ble0ings may be coniidered ih Aar 
order. Grace ilands before glory ; and tboiigb Go4 
gives both irrefpedive of any meritorious worthioeit 
ui the recipients, he never gives glory^ ^ he bus gpfi 
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£11 grace. We trifh this to be obferved, becaufe die 
generality of people would pafs to the enjoyment of 
glory without fubmitting to the laws of grace ; but 
fnch a hope is falfe and abfurd* Thus ftaads the pur* 
pole of God — ^*^ BleiTed are the pure in heart, for tfiey 
** Aall fee Ood ;*' " without holinefs no man shall. 
^* fee Ae Lord ;" " except a man be bom again, he 
^* CANNOT fee the kingdom of God.'* And hence 
you perceive that it is not only forbidden, but impoffi* 
bie. Indeed if there were no law to exclude die un- 
fan^dfied finner from glory, he would neceflarily re* 
main miferable ; iin is hdl j his difpofition would. de» 
troy all the happinefs of heaven ; the fervice and the 
joy would only difgufl and torment the mind ; God 
cannot make us happy with himfelf, till he has made 
lis holy like himfelf. ^^ What fellowfhip hath righteouf- 
^^ neis with unrighteoufiiefs ? and what communion 
^* hath light with darknefs ?" 

We may obferve the connexion of thefe bleffings ^ 
for they are infeparable ; where the Lord has given 
grace^ he will certainly give glory. And therefore, oiy 
dear hearers, the grand queition is, whether you have 
grace f Decide this by its influences and effeds, as 
l^y are marked in die Scriptures ; by loathing fin \ 
by hungering and thirfting after righteoufneis ; by ac^ 
ceding -to the terms of difcipleiMp, denying yourfelves, 
taking, up your crois, and following the Saviour ; by 
your bve to the ordinances, the word, and the people 
of God ; by your deadnefs to the virorld, and having 
your converfatioa in heaven. Thus afcertain the re- 
^lity of your grace, and ^^ rejoice in hope of the 
^^ j^oiy of God }'' ^^ being confident of this very things 
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" that He who hath begun. a gdod work in you, will 
** perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift/' Did I 
fay, where there is grace,, there will be glory? I go 
further ; there is glory. " The Spirit of glory reft- 
*' eth upon them/* They are " changed from glory 
"to glory/' They "rejoice with joy unfpeakable, 
^' and full of glory/' " He that belieyeth on the Son 
" of Gpd hath everlafting life ;" he has more than the 
promife ; he has a part of heaven ; he has " the ear* 
"neft of his inheritance ;'* he has " the firft fruits of 
." the fpirit,'* the fame in kind, though not in degree, 
with the whole -harveft. Grace is glory in the bud, 
and glory is grace matured. Grace is the loweft de- 
gree of glory, and glory is only the higheft degree of 
grace. This He gives, 

. III. And what does He withhold ? " No good 
*^ THING.'* O how full and comprehenfive is the 
language of promife ! The Holy Ghoft, in framing it, 
feeitts to anticipate all the objeftions of our fufpicious 
hearts. It was much to tell us, God was " a Sun and 
" Shield ;" but he enlarges and adds, " the Lord will 
" give grace and glory/* And furely this will fuffice. 
No, my brethren ; there is fomething ftill behind, the 
condition of " the life which we now live in the flefli.** 
This frequently preffes upon the mind, and perplexes 
and diftreffes the people of God ; they have bodies ; 
they have families ; they are commanded to " provide 
" things honeft in the ifight of all men." Where is 
the man who never thought within himfelf , " if I make 
religion my chief concern, and facrifice whatever it 
requires.; fhall I not injure my temporal circumftan-* 
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" ces ?" Where is thexnan, whofe liberaKty was never 
checked, arid whofe confidence was never weakened 
by flender means of fubfiftence ? Where is the man, 
who with increafing demands from a numerous otf- 
fpring never with anxiety alked, ^' what fhall they eat, 
** and what fliall' they drink, and wherewithal fhall 
** they be clothed ?'* " He knoweth our frame, and 
•^ remembereth that we are dull :" He Hoops to our 
weakneffes ; and faves us the pain and (hame of telling 
him our unworthy fears, by giving us promifes which 
eflfeftually provide againft them. '•Your heavenly 
"Father knoweth tl^at ye have need of all thefe 
"things/* " Seek ye firft the kingdom of God and 
** his righteoufnefs j -and all thefe things fhall be added 
*^unto you/' '^No good thing will he withhold' 
" from them]that walk uprightly/* Let us take three 
views of this extenfive promife. 

Flrfl, Behold in it the grandeur of his poffeffionsJ 
He who engages to withhold no good thing, mufl have 
all good things at his difpofal. And, lo ! ^* He is able' 
** to do for us exceeding abundantly, above all that we 
** afk or .think/* " Thine, O Lord, is the ^reatnefsV 
*' and the power, and the glory, and the vi^ory, antf 
"the majefly J for all that is in the heaven and in the 
^' earth is thine ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
^' thou art exalted as Head above all. Both richer 
*^ and honourx:ome of thee, and thou reignefl over all i 
^' and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give 
*' flrength unto alL**; " The filver and the gold ar# 
" thitte/* " Every beafl of the foreft is nune, and th^ 
"cattle upon a thoufand hills/* "The^ earth is the 
^ Lord's and the fiillnefs thereof, the world, and they 
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** tliat dwell therein/ - And what is this Ipwer worldi 
Aa iaconfiderahle p2X>vince of his empire-^^^ Ii|t up, 
*' your eyes on bigb, and behold, who hath cre^t^ 
** thefe things ; that bringeth out their hoft by num-r 
ber. : he calleth them all by names, by the greatnels^ 
of his might, for that he is itrong in power, not one 
Ruling/' His dominion is univerfal ; bis refource& 
boundlefs ; his pofleffions infimte^ Can he b^ poor^ 
whofe Father is fo rich ? 

Secondly, Behold in this promife the wonders o£ 
Iw liberality. All earthly benefadlors ;Qirink from a 
tomparifon with iinu He a£ts by no ordinary rule 
of bounty, by no hujijan ftandard of beneficence j ^fas 
^ the h^ve!)is are higher than the earth, fo are his^ 
^ ways higher than y^iir ways, ^pd his thought^ thaa^ 
** your thoughts." ^^,Q how oreat isthe goodnefs,- 
** which thou haft laid up for then^ that fear thee j^. 
" which thou baft wrought for them that truft in thee 
*' befqre the Sow of men !" " The fame Lord over ali 
" i^ RICH unto all that call upon him." " My God 
^^ ftiall fupply ALL your need^ according to his riches 
** in glory by Chrift Jefw"*---*^ no good thing will he 
«^Wthhold." 

Thirdly, Behold in this prgmife the wifdoGpi of Hie 
difpei3iation3# He has qualified his engagem^t, and 
regulated our hoipei by the goodness of the things 
prippofed* Inftead of regretting this condition, the 
^rUlian rejoices in k ; it fecures his happinefs. Had 
€rod engaged to indulge him in all thefe things, whetfa-' 
far tbi^y W0re good for him or^ evil, it would have b^^» 
a threatwing, not a promife* He now i^ the psTPv- 
iilmce of God^bociTuig his inheiritabce f(^ him^ man- 
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aging all his affairs, and equally defigning his welfare 
when it givesj or when it withholds. For there is of- 
ten a great difference between what is pleafing, and 
what is profitable. Hence the apoftle tells us, *' No 
** phafltening for the prefent feemeth to be joyous, but 
" grievous : neverthelefs afterward it yieldeth the 
" peaceable fruit of rignteoufnefs, unto them which 
*' arc exercifed thereby/* And David could fay, ** it 
" is GOOD for me that I have been afBifted." If health, 
if honour, if riches will be good for us, they are fe- 
cured } if indigence, if obfcurity , if licknefs will con-* 
dace to our advantage, they will not be denied ; for 
" no good thing** will He withhold. Of all this He is 
the infiallibte Jugde ; let us then drop not only our mur- 
muring, but our anxiety ; let us " caft all our care upon 
*'Him who careth for us;'* let us be farisfied that 
** a& things work together for good to them that love 
** God J*** arid ever remember the word upon which He 
has catiied us to hope — ^ The young lions may lack 
•^ andfuffer hunger ; bUt they that feek the Lordlhall 
*' not want any good thing*" And^ 

rV. Whom^ does God regard in all thefe exceeding 
grear and! precious promifes ? *^ them: that walk 
' **'tjpr1ghtlV.*' While by this fingle expreffion, 
Bbvid takes^ down the confidence of the prefumptu- 
ous, fte encotirages the hope of the real chriftian, who 
Under aH the\ imperfeftions which make him groan,, 
knows that' His defire is to the Lord, " and to the re- 
** merabrance of' his name.** For the charaflier is not 
fthfefs ; he has- « not attained,'* he « is not already 
**-perfea -/*" bnt this- piiething" he does, **^ forgetting 
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tbofe things which are behind, and reachinfg forth 
unto thofe things which are before," he " preffes to- 
ward the mark for the prize of his high calling of 
" God in Chrift Jefus.*' He is " an Ifraelite indeed, in 
*^ whom is no guile/' His fmcerity may be viewed 
in reference to himfelf j to others ; and to God. 

He walks uprightly with regard to himfelf; in all his 
dealings with his own foul he guards againft felf-decep- 
tion and flattery ; he dreads a felfe peace ; he wifhes 
to free his mind from every bias in his own favour, 
and to furvey impartially his ftate and his character. 
He does not Ihut his eyes againft the evidence of offen- 
five truth ; nor hold bafck, or divert his underftanding 
from thofe inquiries which may iflTue in mortifying and 
painful convifkions. He comes to the light j he fuf- 
pe£ts, and examines hipifelf ; he reads, and compares, 
and judges himfelf again ; again he inveftigates him^^ 
felf, and kneels, and prays, " Search me, O God, and 
'* know my heart : try me, and know my thoughts : 
*^ and fee if there be any wicked way in me ; and lead 
** me in the way everlafling," 

He walks uprightly with regard to God. It is an 
awful confideration, that " with him we have to do** 
in all our religious exercifes. In finging we profefs to 
praife him ; in prayer we profefs to feek him ; in hear- 
ing his word we profefs to obey him ;. and *^ God is 
*^ not mocked/' He diftinguiflies between appear- 
ance and reality. And in the chriflian indeed, there 
is foraething more than pretence ; he does not " draw 
*^ nigh to God with his mouth, and honour him with 
^ his lips, while his heart is far from him.'* He wor- 
ftips God in ^^ fpirit and in truth." His external fer- 
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Tice arifes from inward principle. Hence he makes 
confcience of private duties ; he is the fame in his fam- 
ily, as in the temple ; he is the fame in profperity, as in 
adveriity. The fimple and pure regard which he has 
to the will and the glory of God, keeps him from par- 
tiality in religion ; there is no fin which he cherifhes ; 
there is no duty which he diflikes. He efteems all the 
divine precepts concerning all things to be right, and 
he hates every falfe way. 

He walks uprightly with regard to men ; his tranf- 
aftidns wth his fellow-creatures are diftinguiflied by 
candour, opennefs, honefty, punftuality. His pro- 
feffions are the fure pledges of his defigns. What he 
promifes, he perfornis. He does not confider his 
tongue as given him to deceive. He hates and ab- 
hors lyings He fliuns adulation ; he gives not flatter- 
ing titles to any. He does not fufFer fm upon his 
neighbour; "faithful are the wounds oP' this "friend." 
He does not abound in ceremony ; it is too deceitful 
an article for him to traffic with. He is not an aftor 
on a ftage ; he is not a rotten fepulchre, over which 
ftands a white-wafhed tomb ; he is what he appears 
to be. 

§uch is the charafter of the righteous ; thefe are 
their privileges. " For the Lord God is a fun and 

fliield ; the Lord will give grace and glory, and no 

good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
" uprightly/' Hence we learn how exceedingly we 
are miftaken^ if we view religion as unfriendly to our 
happinefs. " Godlinefs is profitable unto all things, 
*' having promife of the life that now is, and of that 
*^ which is to come." It is the " one thing needful j*' 
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and if we make light of it, whatever be the prize wer 
purfue, we af e « obferving lying vanities, and forfak- 
*' ing our own mercies." 

Hence we expoftulate. Can the fervice of fin, or. 
the purfuits of the world, afford you advantages like 
Aefe ? Can earthly things even in their abundance, 
heal a wounded confcience, fuftain you under the trou- 
bles of life, take away the fting of death, and raife you 
above the dread of eternity ? What haye they done 
for you already ? You have tried their efficacy j are 
you happy ? Why will you refiife a freA prc^ofel 
fanaioned by the iexperienoe of millions, and the fuc- 
cefs of all who have tried it ? « Acquaint now tbyfelf 
« with Him, and be at peace ; thereby good fhall come 
"unto thee." "Have the workers of iniquity no 
knowledge ?" « Wherefore do ye fpend money for 
that which is not bread ; and your hbour f&ethut 
which fatisfiethnot I Hearken diligently unto me, aild 
eat ye that which is good, and let your foul defight 
« itfelf in fatnefs." « Incline your ear, and qome unto 
** me ; hear, and your foul flail Kve : and I will make 
« an everlafting covenant wkh you, even the fure 
** mercies of David." 

We congratulate others. « AH hail, ye highly far 
" VQured of the Lord." « Happy art thou, O Ifrad j 
« who is like unto thee, O people,, fived by the Lord, » 
« the fhield of thy help, a^d who is ebe fword of % 
« excellency ! and thine enenriea iiail be found \xm 
« unto thee, and thou flult tread upon their highpla- 
« ces." « Bleffed is the people that is in/uck a cafe I 
f« yea, happy is that people whofe God is the Loud.^ 

*.' We have heard, Q God, that thou haft a. people 
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^< upon earth diftinguifhed by innumerable and inefti- 
** mable privileges. We would not be fatisfied with 
** knowing and admiring their pordon ; weary of the 
** world which has yielded us nothing but vanity and 
** vexation of Ipirit, we would feek our inheritance 
^^ among them that are fan£Hfied by faith that is in 
^« Chrifl: Jefus. We would take hold of the fldrt of 
** him that is a Jew, faying, I will go with you, for I 
^^ have heard that God is with you. I am a compan- 
** ibn of all them that fear thee, of them that keep thy 
** precepts. Look thou upon me, and be merciful 
** unto me, as thou ufefl to do unto thofe that love 
** thy name. Remember me, O Lord, with the fk- 
*' vour that thou beareft unto thy people ; O vifit me 
*' with thy lalvation ; that I may fee the good of thy 
chofen, that I may rejoice in the gladnels of thy na- 
tion, that I may glory with thine inheritance.'* May 
pod infpire u$ with thefe fentiments, AmeiL 
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SERMON XII. 



THE CONDITION OF CHRISTIJNS, IN THE 

WORLD. 



St. John xvii. 15. 



I fray not that thou foouldeji fake them out of the world, 
bi4 that thou Jhouldeji keep them from the ei)iL 






1 HESE words were fpoken by our 
Saviour, on a very memorable occalion ; an ** hour'* 
unparralleled in the annals of time. ** Having loved 
** hi& own which were in the world, he loved them 
^* unto the end.*' While he was with them, he had 
withheld no proof of his kindnefs and care. He gave 
them free accefs to his prefence, he removed their 
doubts, he relieve4 their complaints, he bore with their 
infirmities. Such an intercourfe of facred friendfhip 
had endeared him to their aflFeftions, and rendered 
the profped: of feparation inexpreffibly painful. When 
the venerable Samuel died, " all the Ifraelites were 
*' gathered together, ^d lamented him." When the 
amiable friend of David fell " on his high places," the 
bleeding furvivor faid, ** I am diftreffed for thee, my 
" brother Jonathan ; very pleafant haft thou been to 
•* me J thy love to me was wonderful, paffing the love 
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" of women/* When Eliflfa beheld the refonner 
Elijah afcending, " he cried, my fether, my father^ 
** the chariots of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof." 
The cafe of the difciples was more peculiarly affliftive; 
and *' forrow filkd their hearts/' Oar Saviour was 
never deprived of felf-poffeflion j in every ftate he hs^d 
the full command of his powers ; and even in thfe 
immediate view of his tremendous fuflFerings, he does 
not forget one circumftance which claims his atten- 
tion. He thinks more of his difciples than of himfelf ; 
he enters into their feelings ; they were to remain be- 
hind, poor and defpifed ; ** as Iheep among wolves ;*' 
as paffengers in a vefTel " tofled by the waves." He 
will not leave them ** comfortlefs." On the evening 
before his crucifixion, and a few moments before hi& 
agdny, by the gate of the garden of Gethfemane, fur- 
rounded with his family, "he lifts up his eyes to 
" heaven,'* and commends them into the hands of his 
" Father and our Father, his God and our God/' 
Do not lay, my fellow-chriftians, this prayer was for 
the apoftles ; it was for them primarily, but not exclu- 
(ively. Hear his own words j " neither pray I for 
*' thefe ALONE, but for them aljjo which shall be- 
*^ LiEVE on me through their word.'* Thus it 
extends to ail the followers of our Lord in every age, 
in €tvery place j he prays for you ; even for you ; and 
this is his language ; " I pray not that thou fhouldeft 
take them out of the world, but that thou fhouldeft 
keep them from the evil.*' 

Fr^m thefe words the following inftruftions may* 
be derived. 1. It is the province of God to 

TAl^E l^S out of T«E world. IL ThIS WORLD fs. 
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A PROWIR SITUATiaif FOR THB RIGHTEOUS TO LIVE: 
IN FOR A SEASON. IH. ThERB IS EVIL IISF THR 
WORLD, TO WHICH THEY ARE EXPOSED, AND bV 

Which they Siay be injured. IV. The divine 
Protection is essential to thepr securitv* 
V^. It is encouraging to rkmember that our 
Lord and Saviour prays for our preserva- 
tion. 

L It is the province ofCJodt&take us ovt* 
op the world* 

It i® the obvious delign of the Scriptut6 to bring 
the mind into a fm\^B frame, by indradtig us to ac-- 
kxiowledge. God in all oijr ways ) toappreb^d him in 
efvery occun^eEice ; to adore him in the fteM;, as well a$ 
in the tsmpie ; to hold communion: v^itb him in his 
vrorks^ as weHas in hi^ word, ix)!^ hi& difpenfations, as 
weU as ia his ordinances^^ While our mnds are per-- 
plexedand difcompofod by beholdihg* the mafs of hu- 
man aflfeirs, and Ae perpetual flufbuatidns of woridly- 
thiags J thiis bfeflfed book lends us a principle, whieh 
\d)en applied rediKies the confufion? to ordtep, expfeinsf 
the myibery, fedsfies and cahns the inquirer. It teach- 
eiua that nothing occurs by chance j it fhews us the 
Supjreme Being fiiperintending the whofe, ^ feeing the 
**'end<'ftsom the beginning f*^ " woitking all things after 
**ithe counfebof his own will;*' advancing towards 
the execution ofi purpofes worthy of himfelf, with 
fteady, majeftic fteps ; never- turning' afide ; never* too 
precipitate ; never too flow, We fee divine IfroVi-' 
deiKce fiking' *^ the bounds of our habitation,**' and 
jmfidin^ over all the circumftanoesc^otftB'bitcii, aadl[ 
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enr death* tn our appointed tinie we ap^pear ; in did 
placeB ddfigned for us we are dropped. When we 
have fiiafted our courfe, and ended our work, <^ he' 
^^ fays^ Helom, ye childr^ o£ men;'^ and it is not in^' 
thepow^of enen^ to accekrate, or of friends tore- 
tard the period of our dqmtore. '^ Is therd not an 
^ apqpoiated time toman ufon earth ? are not his days* 
^ alfo like the days of an hireling ?^^ ^^His days ard 
^^ determined, the number of hismonths are with thee) 
^ thou haft appcmited his bounds that he cannot pafs/* 
^^ In his hand tfay breadi is, and his are all thy ways/' 
"^^ The righteous and the wifey and their works, are in 
« the hand of Goi" Does he ^ number the hairs 
*^ of your head,^ and not the years of your pilgrim- 
age ? . Does ^^ not a fparmw ^11 to the ground^^ith- 
** out your heavenly? Fatl^er ?^* and^ are ye not «« of 
^^laabre value ttem many ^attows ?'^ 

Thb w^rld. We haire mfon to believe^ 'm» never 
deilgned fiiUy^ to ak:compIiih<the pmrpofe of God in the 
Ota^^l creaticm of man« It was to precede a nobler 
^te ; smd the mode of trahTmonirom glory to glory, 
would hay^ been eafy and defig^t&L But the paflage 
istnow become rou^ and difinaying* '* By one man 
^ iin wtered into, the woiid, and death by fm ; and 
^* fo deatli hath pafied upon ail men, becaufe all have 
'^ftfuusd.'' It is not pleafisg to human nature, to 
thiiik of .being ^^ taken, out of' thefe bodies in which 
we hate tabeiaiacled f ^^ cut of ^^ thefe houfes in which 
we have Uved j ** out oP' thefe circles in which W€ 
have moved j ** out oP* tliis " world,^* in which we 
were bomy and to which "^^ have been fo long accu& 
tomed ; to be laid hold of, and detached from all we 

Hh 



i^W enjoy, by the mfiflifQgt^t^ of "th^^king after* 
*.*.r/Qys }?' Jo be divicfed-j to .lie 4own abd putrefy ; to 
epteF ^ .iiew and untried world* . But.irkfome as the 
QQ^fid^raition may b^v the cl^Ulian cannot bajiiih if 
fropi .his thougbta ; he:^iidei^vours efyecially m psortic*' 
t|}ar fcircumftances to jrendsr it familiar ; and thereai;^ 
things 'i^hich have d. tendoKy to encourage ia& ^i^miS 
in the eonteint>lation of it*. : The e&aiiy fis d^raied' 
q( his iiiTkg ; while ^^ walking throttghAe! valley iof«he 
« lhado:w- of death,"'. Ood wUJ be-^ljmh hba; - The^ 
evj^fit is ^nritiely iaideir:i£be^ntrcniljingrinflnehc^<ibf hi^ 
beavpnly % Father* Hoy pieaflng is r^the refledson ; 
Well ;. my. tiiages are in hia harid,[. . On him depend 
the occ^rreno^ ;of my' hiiWy ; ^and the duratiba of 
my Ufe# . He i^.befliiqlraliiied to judge' of the fcBntfis^ 
):hro^gh which I zm t6. paf^, and of the nxumto In 
^^ which I am to leave the.worUU.wiietheaj.it /be Casi" 
^f deQ,^ or lingering ; >by Acmdent^ tir difeafb ;* alohe^'or 
** flirJjQunded with friendsx(.3n ymidx^^jdr iii.^; n |t 19 
*<,the Lord; let hiia do what feisnu&di' bim^ gojpd*^' 
*« Have 1 been bereaved, of bdoved rebttkyfts^ and lift?- 
^^ ful coniie£lions ?:jmy &ul:.hath it ilill! hi' temem-^' 

V brapce y but were they not his ? He had a^^ight tor 
*?.dp ;what he would Lwith^ his own,' He came *and 
^^ to<>H them away 91 not as a'thief, but.as a pMpriettir* 
^i He f mplpyeddni thr feiznre jxot^inly powefr^ but wif- 
^.Idom ahd kindnefs*): Whati know hpt now, I fliall 

V know^ hereaftei"* . ; Behold iae takefli away ; who can 
^.hind^^ .him ? : Who will.fay : unto hiai, what doeft 
^HhqujP^.v-IiWas dyiq^^'-l^ened npt my mouth, be« 
!f Gauf^4boutli<jiil,<t^-r the rock, b^^wikiapcr^ 

... ^ 
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*^ifSt\ fijTi^di Ws.iwye^ arfr judgment :r».Go4 of truth 
^ asid wiAbiit ittiquityy juft/aiiil right is h«/* . 

V'-. ' . .* --^ « '•• ^ •?. * ' • • ■ - • 

' ^ ••■ .«. t « I... ... 

. . . . w. < - * 

.i:JL:THlS W0RI>i> 18 A. FKO^JEit SITtJ^.TION FOR 
;fi» .Dfep|Pt£ft.OR j£St79 ftO CONTINUE IK FO!^ A 

i$^ A9QK:^. ; & is^ probable^ that if our weak reafon were 
allowed to fpeculate concerning the ftate of the righr 
iwm^ fewouWr^cide on the propriety of raifing them 
4Q ilieUugih places. of the eard^; dF delivering them 
from^l' tribuhrtionr ; of wxthholding from them no joy, 
or>lrather;:of calling themia^^ay from thi3 region of 
Sbl^ fnaffi'dtt^vateJof tears, from this miferable e^dle^ 
ikk-f^ fit down With Abraham^Kaac, and Jacob, in the 
ffrkii^gdoitat of heaven." The Scripture feems to coun* 
4iepaneethiaaxxtion« :lx calls,. *^ arife ye, and depart, 
^[JFparithis i&not yourrelt; becaofe it is polluted; it 
**>iiiaH dcflfcroy .yoiJtfeven with a fore de(lru&ion/ • . It 
.-domjitiands us- f ^noSt to b^ unequally yoked together 
♦fwith uab^evers':^ and afks, ** wJiat feUow&ip b&A 
fS rightBoufnds witb unrighteoufnefs? ind, what ^pra- 
1^ munion bath iligfat with darkness ? and what concor4 
^iiath Chrift inxh Befial I t)r what part hath he th|t 
if'beBewlh.trith.aain&d^^":^ pecfeftlyhas jhe 
:Cir^iqr.P^E1tAg[f4^l^: fhiag- in the. uniyerfe ! How 
w^gdy )^.rhe;fe{)^afed the dty aed jth^ niglg^dry 
|wid »)^ fest^rtb^ yariicjsis cla^ ?nd birds:! 

^d ^Mfs. joi^rthe living and the defid ? Will he 
mingle error and truth, virtue and v|ce^ »id cpnfoqnd 
the. j4ou6r^in^^e wkk^ ? Yes; tbis<world fooppo- 
^$4 ^^i^.l^yeiily l^t})l^^5 (o vui^^ tqtheir^d^ 

iic^^^foi infl^hl^ ^ a^ording- timet happinef^ .while 
ftqm&iWfifgJBsxft^v. iiir >wounds iti^d ve^es ; forcinf 
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from &(^ many a dgh, ^ woe is tne, that X fc^ounl 
^< in Mefech ;'' ^' O that I had wm^ 19ee « ^dove} 
** for then I wenld fly away, and be at reft ; \ would 
^^ haften my efcape irom the ftorsny wind aad-tem* 
^< peft^'-^This world is ^ ret:^ dirai year^ift^ye^^ 
und our Savioin* does not pray to take ttesm out 
<rfit. 

F1rft,From their reiT^ningfa^r«) the wv^ied derive 
innuiuerable advantageiBu They have inftaotfes irf re^ 
ligion l^ore tfaem, which eocomage wliiiie they rcoo^ 
demn* By thefe they tearn that godiiaefb aa .pia^ca*^ 
ble and profitable. They feeparfons of idiei&iiie paCr 
iions, of the fan^ age, q^ the &me oecupations wkh 
^emfelves, walkptg in the pat^hs of ri^eoufiiel^ ; anil 
much oftenef thaxiwein\agine,4)he.portkmof<tfae2J^[^ 
teous foro^ng 2^ compaiifon with their own i^ihappy 
circusnftances, leads than to eaedaimj ^iiow goodly 
^^ are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabeniades, OJftoAK 
^^ Let me die &e death of llie rigbleous, and let my 
^^ laft end be like his.'^ It is in the ^ery naliiH^ of 
religion to render chriftiana aftii^e in doing good*, 
They are often the means of ^^ iaving a foul firom deaitb, 
^^ and of hiding a multitude of iins.^ Somein^s z 
few individuals have changed ^e moral &€e of a J«4ioIe 
fieighbourhoo^ ; and Aus the language o^fiopbecy 
has been realised, ^^the iii^demefs and ^Aefeliiati^ 

^^ place ihail be i^ade glad for di^n, and the dM*^^ 
^^fhall rejoice and bloflbm as the r^e/^ 

The diforder^ which prevail in the world ai^ ^reat } 
but the ftate <^ fodety would be &r *woi4ef not io iky 
intolerable, were the righteous to be wilbdrawn^-^nd 
|he Hcentaoiifnefs of ^nners td be no lop^^er reprefleda 



thdr kAoeDtsw . ThflJ '^ ve the fait cf the earth ;'' 
they ire ^tjh0:iiglttc^.ihe'var^/^ ISiejr are bleC* 
ings i^ the fsQinUA dtifis^ ^i^iwtriety iawhie^thef 
I xsfide* Thef h»vB fefefuq^f b^^their pia^mti qbtaiak 

I eddeHvites^es for tikdettpangwhpoi they live. They 

)iMe ^ilbood iA ^e breach,^ aiul hdd bacdc the iirra- 
itkig judgmems of ibe Ahidg^ ; aad ^* except the 
^ Lord of Hefts had left uttto uea very fmall rraiaanr, 
i^me ihindd hate been as So(Jtoiii^ and weAovdd have 
.^l»e& like; uoto Gbmorrha.^ While a father lees 
I \m id#dr6R ftflndiag iht«rmuied ^th hie Ibes, he 

levde iftot ihis/avrow? y ibe one is f»-4[ferved for the 
$sdat\c£ 5the cither. When God batf f^dui^ las people; 
Ibe .wicked ^bect^iie thelihr nnric cif his kuSgiiatioii ; 
tlm(fsad8>ofiiis:t^tb are^KMvod'doiv^ ibiie^allbe 
|io hmjgtTi the faeaveJosjiaft awsy trith a greai: v^^i 
4&e jeaith is^ bmied iq^ 

tib^oq^e*. ^ We know that all "tUfigSTNM^togis^ier 
fiar gMd to them that Jove Ood.^ And does not their 
#liiakioiv ia tiie ^orarld call fortb -every a^ve, ev^ fuf- 
fimiig virtue i C»fi i&erel}e uy graadeor^ ch»^ 
ader, nrfiere ibttxie are^ no difficulties aad dangers f 
CSaa^ilVBi'eibea trlvmph where there is no ^wurfare^ or a 
wu&re JwfasM therefe no eaemy ? VPleH do die righ« 
teoifs £eet tuocivetf to keep them humble ? ^en they 
bdbold la the wicked an image of ^emfelves. WheA 
Iffe they tir^ to gralltodefor dMUaguifhiBig grace? 
^en *theyare reminded by liimers ei what they werfe 
^* by naUise'' as Well ** as odiera** When do the^^^ d», 
intay diar compa(Iion, aod tncrlsafe tj)^benevo|te<;e^ 



Whilefeediag ^- faua^^ cliMittig lUb mA&3b, teacb-^ 
itig iheigiu^ram, aaod'eadsBPrnuirmgit^ refcaedieirfel^ 



^e0Ver their holy ccmi«gieL vSiiie i>eaiing the' . ^^ r^ 
^If^Oi^ Qfctbe:<^tfft,Yr alullemfamng^ i*^ thedefkming 
<flpf flwiy/' 5 Here, by thitf.£i£ri£€ies they a^: called 
^iBj^^, smd their rea^efeitd ifexve'Czrilief dr mothiery 
C(^0r dai^hter^f l^df^or ISbior-Uts feke, lliey d< 
fer^te : the Aipr@r}iM^y ofc,itesil^ tete^to. the r Bavi 
^r%|]ple^«AIlt^it^.iild.t<0fistotipn:a^ 
l]Mf^no&dss^^^4ag l^^ the ieie< 

v^csijd ' t/^hjfy fi\jf 'm \ fe^iH^ or allure hyjite 
H|^l^9r|^!k0hold t^ !v;ft^mr:idf thofe prhuiifdblyiwlmii 
ineat-ftir^y in ^leiiiinjlai^. the;: godly; jiihlha^ ^wb 
PiaU^gfeKyy Gfidy fe«'ih»yeild»'iiirt a^fta^e o£ tzial ; 
there fin never enters ; and whpt k'itriMrfliyet imiDeent 
:«ifheret4^ex)e is QaiQOij^ta^Qndf; JBiit to fae^vH fatititns^ 
anjd fiQt CQpy ^i^ ^ ; to j br^ihe: peftilentxal dbr, . anii 
fiotJi^fe the Ini^ftiba ; to rendimGeioiui)incEiiatiozu4 
aft<^/ay ^V^y wUfe^dflaei*' to Uve.irinifeoiiniconwii 
Xatkyi jii -bessvgni w^ ceVery thing xoilifpinos , to \mi 
us dov?ii t0 earthi.: henfe the chrifliaai:;hdnoiimBod, afid 
i^ejre.i^ gathers, gloiyJn tar maimer; the c jShA diflaii* 
guiihi^p and <d] this ijS' peculiar 160 ht6(r^€ii3nceii& this 
^^orld. Let hiQf thef dfore^avaiUu^ifeU': ef ithe fingidlar 
f^ppprtumdes his-fitiiatioa e^ffbrds;' tod.^hflehe'n- 
fivdns^ here, let hin)4abQur to fulfill |he«deiign txf.faoavr 
#ftin.;his:5qQjti^^ci?^t>Qth: iidth; r^^rd . tQ iiimfcjf 
j||id odiejs. tesplikix reiliJ^ipJ^ 

'Wflje^-^i^;^!^ *a*^ improper*} '.that it '^lOiiT.be 



'.« needfolJosnUm th abid^'' longer ^^in the tiefli ;^^ 
than o£ ^sbi^dlett(^^ lie imdl le^e * God to jddge^* 
thatt hk pleafuse 'wi^^ be iUfisohrdl!^ by* tte event ; that? 
he- wUl ndt-fae det^ttied a m^^ longer thlm i& nee'"' 
effaiy to accompltfb-fciie Vaittable pui^ofe ; that* ini^ 
&s»d of indulging inimpotknee, it becomes ^himtcy 
fay with Job, ^^ all thetiays of my appokit^ titee vAft 
^ I'wait until my chai^' eome/^' liter-man in baiu 
veft, while bearing ^* the binrden and heat of the day,-'^** 
imy occaiiOAaUy loeltvpto fee iirherethe'fQn k^^md 
xmj c(mfokfatmfelf liriArthe i^fle£ticny «* the evening 
^ ihades will by amtisy cbnte im, and invite me to an 
^^hononrableretreat ;Vj'4^. it doe^ not become him ky 
throw down hi^ implemeats, and faaften home, before^ 
he obcains fuch a (tifehai^* * . > 

A&ehriftians are to think of living for a wldle in thc^ 
world, it is not uniteaJoaialAe for them to be aiFed:ed 
with its ocenrren^ and changes. ' Some ptead for t 
land of jibfiraffced and fuUimated devotion i whicH 
the circumftances' in which they are placed by their 
Greatiosr rdtider equally impra6KcabIe and abfurdi 
They zr^ hdl^dto notice the affairs of government, or 
the meafur^stl^^mimftration ; war, or peace ; liberty, 
or flavery ; pferi^ or fcarcity ; taxes, or money to 
pay their debfe f all is to be equally indifferent to 
theirt ; they are to leave thefe carnal and worldly things 
to others— But have they not bodies ? Have they noi 
families ? Is religion founded on the ruins of humanity? 
When a man becomes a chriftian, doe^ he Ceafe to be 
a member 6f civil Toeiety ? f Allowing that he be not 
the owner of the* ftfp,t>uf onf/a pal^^^ in it ; .ha$ 
he liotfiing^o aWak^ti his cohcerrifai the voyage? If 



tQ ht toU^ tlutbeeaiife^heis^al ao^iittiMfin^lm m fooir 
to leave^ it ihould sei; €KcEt& illy eaiotioii ia- him, 
m^Meth^rk be: mvstded bf irobbm^ or coofunied bf 
&saaft$ before the nMrfMig ? ^ in t&e peaerthaie^ ye 
*^ ih^ hmre pea^/' ibi^ am hot dbanSimtta ^^ p^oH* 
^videtUslg3 ]3K3»eitiar theiighl of aU o^ M0 
thejf to detach thieiiiMiNns ysidh herct^ffOKa the latEereft^^ 
6i Acir feUoWi<resitiire» ; or;toli •' rejoice mth thMiV 
«tfe2tf do rejoice/* or ^' ^slrecfnaritb them tiial: ifujeep?'* 
b hot religion vioiouAy afieAod^bfliybU^ ? 

C^a a chriftian for ihiUob^e he idc^emt to the caufe 
of fi^eedom^ even on a pioh$ ^:ilicsiiile ? Ddes not civii 
liberty necefiarily inculde reti^hs^ and is it not nec^ 
efTary to the exertions of mpiitiJf eiy and the fpreadingl 
of the goi^el? . 

And^ chrt(lian#» a^ the i^^^dAmt^ fbtion ih wUicb 
yon are to reiide for a>feafoil^ f e%icm does not require 
you to withdraw froqi ibcie(y, to relin^uifli fecul^ 
buimefs, to live in folitude. It napre than juftifi^ 
your being vifibk, focial» active* ^^ Neither do m^ 
*' light a Candle^i and ppt it under a buihel : but on -f 
*Vcandie{Uck j( and it giveth light unto all that are ii; 
"*' the houfe. Let your light fo Ihine before men ; 
*^ .that they may fee your good works,,and gjiorify youf 
•' Father tvhich i^ in heaven/' It becomes ypu,. how* 
ever^ to rememUer, 

f * * . . " . 

1 

., liL That tii£,Rs is eviJ^in TMJa worLd^ to 
ijr^xqH you:Are .E*3f;osED> ANi> by which yoO 
WAV BE iNjufl^ED. .An4>^hat i$d:iis " evil ?'* Them 
n the evil of fm^^nd tW .e^vil of fufiering« It is not th^ 
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latter that our Saviour deprecates*-^'^ If ahy man mil 
come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his 
crofs.'* " In the world ye fliall have tribulation.*' 
Blefled are they who are perfecuted for righteouf*' 
nefs fake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven/' 
Indigence and afflidjon are generally a foil favourable 
to the profperity of religion ; and " by the fadnefs of 
" the countenance, the heart is made better." Secu- 
rity from fin is preferable to immunity from forrow; 
It is therefore morajl evil, from which we ihould be 
mod anxious to be preferved. And by this you are 
perpetually endangered while in the world. 

The people of the world are enemies to religion. 
How pernicious are their maxims, their errors, their 
number, their example, their influence ! How enfnar* 
ing are their fmiles, and how intimidating their frowns! 
How powerful are the fear of cenfure, and the love of 
praife ! The things of the world are prejudicial to a 
life of godlinels. Every ftation, every condition, hides 
innumerable temptations. It has been queftioned, 
whether profperity or adverfity be the moft hazar-*. 
dous. Affluence flatters our pride, and nourifhes the, 
paflions ; it has a tendency to draw oflFour dependence, 
from divine Providence ; it fumiihes us with fubftitutes 
fbr the confoUttions of the gofpel ; and as to its duties, 
it multiplies diveriions, excufes, and hindrances. Ma^^ 
ny a man has dropped his religion in walking from a 
cottage to a manfion. " They that will be rich, fall 
^^ into temptation, and a fnare, and into many foolifli, 
** and hurtful lufts, which drown men in deftruftion 
and perdition. For the love of money is the root of 
** ALL EVIL : which while fome coveted after, they 

It 
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^ have erred from the £dtfa, and pierced themfelves 
" through with many forrows," But indigence has its 
perils ; hence the prayer of wiidom has always been. 
Give me neither poverty nor riches, ffeed me with 
food convenient for me: left I be full, and deny thee, 
and fay, who is the Lord? or Idl I be poor, and 
** fteal, and take the name of my God in vain/' Sen- 
fible things prefs upon the body, and the body afFeds 
the mind. The world has the advantage of neigh- 
bourhood and conftant intercourftfe. It prefents itfelf 
to the eye, the ear, the touch. Itcorrdponds with a 
party within, which excites us to welcome every pro- 
pofal it brings. The World does not aik us to deny, 
but to pleafe ourfelves j not to row againft the current, 
but to fit down in the boat, and leave it to the ftream* 
When the world knocks, " the fpirit of the world** is 
iieady^ to open ; and when temptations td vanity meet 
with vain hearts, and> temptations to foUy meet vnth 
foolifh hearts, the fuccefs is more than probable.. Ift 
the fedu£Uon of mankind, the world has a marvellous 
diverfity of means ; every diQaofkion is fuited with an. 
objed:. If a man be not grovelling enough to be fond. 
of money, here is honour to allure him; if he fpurn 
fenfual gratifications, he may purine ^ the knowledge 
*• which puffeth up.'* And as it is faid of Joab, ^' that 
" he had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not. 
•* after Abfcilom ;" fo a man who haa vanquiihed one 
temptation, may be ovencome by another, more fuit- 
2^Ie to his^ prc^nfity , and mora aided by circumftan*- 
ctes. O what fpoils of truth, of confcience, and oi- 
devotion can the world difplay ! In how many has it 
bad the unhappy influence to. counteraft convifliion> 
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and to deftroy the moft promifing beginnings of fe- 
rioufhefsl Hence the apoftacy of Demas ; ^' he loved 
** diis prefent worid." « Felix trembled ;'' but " Tvil- 
** iin^ to fliew the Jews a pleafure, left Paul bound.'* 
^^ Herod hee^ Jdhn gladly^ 9nd did many wond^ui 
<^ things ;*' but the charms of a beloved Herodias ob« 
tuned an order for his execution. The young man 
inquired after eternal life, and our Saviour <^ loved 
" him j" but '^ he went away forrowful, for he was 
** very rich." " He aUb that received feed among 
^^ thorns, is he that heareth the word ; and the cares 
<^ of tlw world, ^d &e deceitfulnefs of riches choke 
*^ the word, and it becometh unfruitful." And where 
the world does not aciiuire fuch a predominancy in 
the foul as to be entirely fubverfive of religion, it may 
prevail to fuch a degree^ as to be very injurious to it. 
ji real chriftian may have too keen a relifh for the al- 
lowed indulgences of life* He may be too much alive 
to the c^imon of his fellow-worms. He may be too 
eager to "add houfe to houfe, and to join field to field/' 
He may " Idad himfelf with thick clay," and go on 
heavily. He may "touch the unclean thing," and 
foil " the fine linen which is the righteoufnefs of the 
<** faints," and wear a " garment fpotted by the flefli." 
He may fpread ^arth over his afiedions, and damp 
their ardour. As the confequence of all this wordly 
influence, there will be little fpirituality in his convet- 
fation ) little life in ordinances ; little pl^ure in draw-* 
ing near to God ; a lofs of inward^peace ; corrodmg 
care; a dread of afiii£lion ; a thorny dying pillow. 
He will be a ftumblittg4)lock to the weak, and a dif- 
tirefs to the ftrong ; nor will his religion (land forth 
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prominently enough to be vifible and finking " to 
<»' them that are without/* 

Chriftians, there are two things which we wifh you to. 
remember. The one is, that your greateft danger lies in 
things lawful ; fo> the propofitipn of any thing appar- 
ently finfiil would awaken your fears, and your fears 
would fecure you. " Every creature of God is good ;'* 
but if it be not *' fanfkified by the word of God and 
^* prayer,** the bleffing may be turned into a curie, 
and our very ^*table may become a fhare and a trap.*^ 
We are even bound to love our conne£tions ; but love 
may grow up into idolatry. Extremes are contigu- 
ous. The line of feparation between lawf\il and un- 
lawful is a fingle hair. On this the enemy takes his 
(lation, in order, when he finds us advancing to the 
verge of permiffion, to draw us over, and induce us to 
tranfgrefs. The other is,^hat this evil frequently ad- 
vances by flow degrees ; approaches the heart by im- 
perceptible accefs J and by fpecious pretenfions, jufli- 
fies its continuance there. It affumes a thoufand flex- 
ible fhapes ; wears various names ; pafles iu\der the 
notion of good-breeding, fociability, opportunities of 
ufefulnefs, " laying up for the children.** ^' With 
her much fair fpeech fhe caufes him to yield, with 
the flattery of her lips fhe forces him ; he goeth af- 
ter her fbaightway, as an ox goeth to the flaughter, 
*' or as a fool to the correOion of the flocks : till a 
^' dart flrike through his liver, as a bird hafleth to the 
f ' fnare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.** What 
is the conclufion of all this ? O profefTors of religion, 
f* love not the world, nor the things of the world.** 
\^ B.e not conformed to this world.** Confider it 9ls 
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an enemy. Regard it with caution. Walk as among 
fnares. Be circumfpefl: ; be watchful ; and if you 
would pafs through the world with fafety, recoUefl:, 

IV. That the divine protection is essen- 
tial TO YOUR SECURITY. The more valuable things 
are, the more dependent will they be found. Sheep 
require more care than wolves ; vines than brambles; 
a garden demands more attention than a wildemefs ; 
and children are reared with far greater fohcitude 
than animal young. Nothing equals the dependence 
of the chriftian j but herein lie all his fpiritual refour- 
ces ; for when he ^' is weak, then he is ftrong." 
When in himfelf he can do nothing, he forms an aU 
liance with Omnipotence, and can do all things. 

Be fenfible of your inability to fuftain and defend 
yourfelves. Bring under your review all thofe, whq 
pofleffing every advantage, have drawn back unto per* 
dition. They advanced far, and promifed well ; but 
like a ftone urged up the fide of a hill, which, when 
the impelling force is removed, rufhes back with 
greater velocity, and bounds further into the plain be- 
low ; fo thefe have entered again into the world, and 
are more diftinguifhed by it^. vices and follies than be- 
fore, ff For if after they have efcap^d the pollutions 
?' of the world, through the knowledge of the Lord; 
f ' and Saviour Jefus Ghrift, they are again entangled 
** therein, and overcome ; the latter end is worfe than 
** the beginning." 

Mark the falls of good men themfelves, who have 
been ^* recovered from thefnare of the devil." When 
fhey went forth, but not " in the ftre'ngth of the 
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^* Lord," they were found imequal to the trial, and by 
bitter experience were convinced of their weaknefe. 
When our Saviour had informed the difdples, that^ 
*' the Shepherd would be fmitten, and the Iheep fcat- 
^* tered abroad ;** Peter faid, ** though all men ihould 
" be oflfended becaufe of thee, I will never be of- 
** fended.'* When our Lord gave him the {»*emoni« 
tion ** before the cock crow twice, thou fhalt deny me 
thrice ;'* he exclaimed, ^^ though I fhould die with 
thee, yet will I not deny thee," He was fincere, 
but felf-coniident ; and what was the confequence ? 
His refolution failed him ; and he denied h^ Lord 
with ** oaths and curfes." Weigh well the language 
of One, who knows what is in man, and who h^ faid 
** without me ye can do nothing :" compare your ex- 
perience with it ; and painful as it will be, call to your 
remembrance the numerous variations, inftabilities, 
4ed[enfiohs, backilidings of your lives. 

Be equally perfuaded alfb, that the divine power is 
as adequate, as it is neceflary to your prefervation. 
Even the youths fhall faint and be weary, and the 
young men ihall utterly fall. But they that wait 
upon the Lord fhall renew their ftrength ; they fliall 
^' mount up with wings as eagles, they ihall run and 
>" not be weary, and they Ihall walk and not faint." 
It is his charafter, and his prerogative j ** he i$ able to 
<* keep you from felling, and to prefent you faultlefs 
^' before the prefence of his glory with exceeding joy." 
He preferved Abijah in the wicked family of Jerobo^ 
am. He fecured " faints even in Caefar's houfehold, " 
Behold yonder illuftrious " multitude ftanding before 
^* the thron§, with palms in their hands." Full ^ 
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weaknefs, thej paffed through a world of danger ; 
thdr fufficiency was of God ; he enabled them " to 
" hold on their way, and to wax ftronger and ftron- 
«« ger ;*' he ** girded diem with ftrength, and made 
" thdur way perfeft ;*' by " him they ran dirough a 
*' troop, and leaped over a wall ;" by him they **trod 
" on the lion and adder, the young Uon and the drag- 
" on they trampled under feet ;" and He is the fame. 
His *^ hand is not fhorteiled that it cannot fave, nor 
** his ear heavy that it cannot hear." " The Lord re- 
^^ deemeth the foul of his fervants : and none of them 
" that truft in him fliall be defolate." 

As the divine prote^on is neceffary, and adequate 
to your defence, fo it iji attainable ; and the laft divi- 
fion of our fubjeft Ihe^s us how it is to be obtained— 



By prayer. '* Aik, and it Ihall be given you ; 
feek, and ye fliall find } knock, and it fhall b^ open- 
ed unto you." Hence the pradice of the faints ; 
** Set a watch, O Lord, upcMi my lips, keep the door 
of my mouth." " Hold thou me up, and I fhall be 
fafe." " Order my fteps in thy word : and let not 
any iniquity have dominion over me." *' Uphold 
me according to thy word, that I may live ; and let 
me not be afliamed of my hope." " Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil." 
Chriftians however are fenfible of the imperfedions 
of their own performances. They can fcarcely call 
their weak efforts, prayer ; " like a crane, or a fwal- 
" low, fo did I chatter. Could I fee an infpired rec- 
*' ord of all my prayens j could I fee as God does the 
^ manner in which I have alwayi addreffed him ; the. 
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** vain thoughts ; the numberlrfs diftradHons ; how of* 
" ten I have afked amifs ; fometimes without ardour, 
** fometimes without confidence." Hence it is a plea^ 
fing relief to their minds, to know that their brethren 
pray for them ; that God is daily hearing from lips 
more devout than their own, *'Do good, O Lord, un- 
" to thofe that be good, and to them that are upright 
" in their hearts." " Let all thofe that feek thee, re- 
joice and be glad in thee : let fuch as love thy falva- 
tion, fay continually, the Lord be magnified." Is 
my charafter here defcribed ? How pleafing is it to 
refleft, that I am peculiarly interefted in the daily fup- 
plications of all the people of God ; and that ** the ef- 
*' fedual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
^ much !" 

But their chief confolation is derived from a higher 
fource. *• And another angel came and flood at the 
** altar, having a golden cenfer ; and there was given 
** unto him much incenfe, that he Ihould offer it with 
" the prayers of all faints upon the golden altar, which 
*• was before the throne. And the fmoke of the in- 
cenfe wh^ch came with thfe prayers of the faints, af- 
cended up before God, out of the angel's hand." 
Thus Jefus perfumes and prefents our fervices ; thus 
he obtains for our fupplications audience and accep- 
tance. Whether the interceflion of our High Priefl 
in heaven be verbal, or mental only, it is not necefla- 
ry for us to determine. We know it is real ; we 
know that " he appears in the prefence of God for 
us ;" we know that having been " reconciled by his 
death," " we fliall be faved by his life ;" and that 
" he is able alfo to fave them to the uttermoft, thaf 
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" come unto God by him, feeing he ever liveth to 
'' make interceffion for them.'* It may be neceflary 
however to caution you, not to miftake the nature 
and defign of his interceffion. It is not to inforni 
God, as if he were ignorant ; to rejpiind him, as if he 
were forgetful ; or to perfuade him, as if he were un- 
kind. The appointment is entirely his own ; it fprang^ 
from his mercy, and exemplifies his wifdom. What 
a view does it give us of the.majefty and holinels of 
God, that he will not fuffer us to approach him with- 
out a Mediator ! How powerfully does it remind us 
of our unworthinefs and vilenefs ! How loudly does 
it preach to us reverence and humility 1 What be- 
comes of felf-righteoufnefs, if we can bring nothing 
deferving 'the divine regards ; if bur bed duties need 
forgivenefs, rather than recompenfe ; if " the iniquity 
of our moft holy things^' would be fufficient to de- 
ftroy all our confidence ? But, O how it meets the 
fears of the returning finner, and the difcouragements. 
of the dejefted faint ! " We have boldnefs and accefs 
** with confidence by the faith of Him." If this dif-. 
penfation were not defignedly typified, it is beautiful-. 
ly illuftrated in the addrefs of God " to Eliphaz, and 
"his" two friends.'' "You have not fpoken of me 
the thing that is right ; therefore take unto you 
now feveji bullocks, and feven rams, and go to my 
fervant Job, and offer up for yourfelves a burnt of- 
fering ; and my fervant Job fhall pray for you, for 
him will I accept : left I deal with you after your 
"folly-" 

We conclude by obferving, what a view this gives 
tts of our Lord and Saviour. What an infinitely im- 
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portant ftation does he occupy ! What an underftand- 
ing muft he poffefs, to be accurately acquainted with 
the diverfified circumftances and neceffities of all the 
redeemed ! How unparalleled is that love, which 
knows no variablepefs, which renders him not only in 
his loweft abafement, but in his higheft digaity, the 
ffiend of linxiers ; and which induces him, while fur- 
rounded by all the adorations of heaven, to lifteh to 
the complaints and petitions of each of his people up- 
on earth 5 and never fuffers him for one moment to 
remit the kindnefs of his attentions ! 

Again, what a reprefentation does the fubjedl give 
us of the happinefs of believers ! Though their Sa- 
viour be ** paffed into the heavens," they know that 
he has not dropped his concern for them 5 they know 
that they " have not an High Prieft, who cannot be 
" touched with the feeling of their infirmities.'^ What 
is the inference ? " Let us therefore come boldly to 
" the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, afid 
** find grace to help in time of need." " Having fuch 
" an KGgh Prieft over the houfe of God, let us draw 
" near in full affurance of faith." Let us contem- 
plate our glorious Interceffor. Let us remember the 
dignity of his nature ; he *' is the brightnefs of the 
" Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his per- 
" fon." Let us remember the dearnefs of his char- 
after ; " This," fays the Father, «' is my beloved Son 
" in whom I am well pleafed." " A& of me, and I 
" ftiall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
'* the uttermo/t parts of the earth for thy pofTeflSon.** 
Let us remember the value of his atonement ; he is 
more than an interceffor , he is " an advocate with the 
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" Fathear j^' " he is the propitiation for our fins/' He 
HcoiUd fay, " I have glorified thee on the earth j I have 
l^^ filiilhed die work which Aou haft given me to do j and 
now, Father, glorify me/' *' He entered heaven with 
his own blood, having obtained elernal redemption 
** for ys;" His fufferings and death, his obedience and 
righteoufneis^ ^U plead our caufe ; he aiks nothing 
which God had not fufpended on a condition which 
he had already performed.' And in confequence of 
all this, let us remember the certainty of his fuccefs ; 
'*•! know that thou heareft me always." Come then, 
chriftians, and ^^ rejoice with joy unfpeakable and full 
" of glory.*' You have a Friend in court ; an elder 
Brother in the palace of the King of Kings. In his 
all-prevailing name you may approach ; and while 
blufhing over your poor fervices, you may be aflured 
that your prayers will be heard, that your ftrength 
ihall be equal to your day, that your grace fliall be 
crowned with glory, and that " no good thing (hall be 
" withholden from you." While Zechariah was burn- 
ing incenfe within, all the people were praying with- 
out. O pleafing emblem of chriftians, and of " the 
" High Prieft of their profeffion !'* While you are 
praying in the outer court of this world, he is " with- 
" in the vail" with the cenfer, and " the blood of 
" fprinkling !" It was the happinefs of the Ifraelites 
while fighting in the plain below, to look up and fee 
Mofes pleading with God for them on the hill ; be not 
difmayed, ye feed of Jacob. ** Who (hall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's eleO; ? It is God that 
juftifieth : who is he that conderaneth ? It is Chrift 
*^ that died, yea rather, that is rifen again, who is e\en • 






268 The Condition of ^ &c« |]Ser, xii. 

*^ at the right hand of God, who alfo maketh inter- 
** ceflion for us. Nay, in all thefe things we are more 
*^ than conquerors through him that loved us. For I 
** am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pref- 
ent, nor things to come, nor height, |ior depth, nor 
f* any other creature, fhall be able to feparate us from 
f * the love of God, which is in Chnft Jefus our Lordt'^ 
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Numbers xi. SI, 84. 

: jind there went forth a wind from the Lordj and 
brtiught quails from the fea^ and let them fall by the 
camp^ as it were a day*s journey on this fide ^ and as it 
werp a da^s journey onthe other Jide^ round about the 
camfj and as it were two cubits high upon the face <f 
ibe earth* And the people fiood up all that day^ and 
all ihjst nighty andalljthe next day^ and they gather'^ 
ed the quails : he that gathered leqji gathered ten ho^ 
mers ; and theyfpread them all abroad for themfdves^ 
round about the camp. And while the flejb was yet 
between their teeth ^ ere it was chewed^ the wrath of 
the. Lord was kindled again/i the people / and the 
Lordfmote the people with a 'very great^plague. And 
be called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah : 
becaufe there they buried the people that lujied. 

It IS one defign of the facred .Scrip- 
tures to make " fin appear exceeding finful." I^ojtn^- 
times they place the evil before us in its effential de- 
forihity and yilenefs. At other times they furrouiul it 
with **the terrors of the Almighty,'^ drawn frpm ihofe 
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dreadful threatenings which juftify all our fears. To 
confirm thefe declarations, and illuftrate thefe motiveis, 
we have alk> given Us nuilLeibtis i^ain|ple6i in which 
we fee the malignity of fin realized* '' Let no man 
*' fay when he is tempted, I am tempted of God : for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man j but every man is tempted when he is 
drawn away of his luft and enticed. Then when 
^' luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin, and fin 
** when it is finifccd^ brfi^eth Sonh death/' 

The event which is to engage our prefent attention 
fe fikguferly 4\i^I. Wift do tiCft wtwider thto God 
1^0 efteerfis the pray^ of the wick^d^^a »bJtfiijnrtion, 
(bduld re^fe their imre&fonatde cry ^ but wli^Ski' we fee 
hiifi ^oildDg a mkacle to gratify t^V^&e^, ^^d ma- 
Icklg hid bounty tlie m^n^ of thdr ^ftr^t^oit^^vrd are 
compelled to eswilaisi^ "b6w ufife^ch^te are his 
^* jud^mente, And his way* ^re ^ft^ fiftd^ ^ !** 

Hie IfraeKtes had be©n f or fi)me tiflrd? pret^aiural- 

Jy f(^d -vnth mantist. At leiigth di^y^efj^e it, mid in- 

iJutEfnced by the inuftitttdeof ftrang^rs that ^Ifcs among 

thfem, fall a hitting* They wepi again imA faid^ 

^Vfhp Ihall ^ve m hih to eat ?^ Wi6 ^ettieitibier the ' 

' ^'/fifh vMch we did eat in Egypt freely: ti^e OHCttmbers 

'**^'and th^ melons, the le^k^j and the oniMis, and the 

'^ garlick : but now our foul is dried away 2 there is 

*' nothing at all befides this manna before our eyes." 

The Le^d beailcened md heard. He promifedto in- 

'#^i}ge them ; and behold the dreadfui'acoompiifbneiit 

*dF feife word. •* And rfiere went fortii :a -wild ^m 

^*^^fti^ tiord, and bl^oUj^t qiMdls from tbelfes, aitd let 

'^Qieto feu by the can^, as it were a day?s\j6mTtey 
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" on this fide, and m it were a di^*$ jouiniejr on the 
" other fide, round abotit the €amp, an^ as.k weretwo 
'^ cubits high Mpork the face erf the earth. And die 
*< people flood oip all that day, and all that iii^t, 
*♦ and all the next day, and they gathered the quails : 
" he that gathered leaft gaAcred ten homers } and 
"they fpread them all abroad for. themfelves roiind 
" about the camp. And whik the flefli w|is yirt be- 
" tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wradi of 
«« the Lord was kindled againft the people j and the 
•* Lord fmote the people with a very great plague. 
" And he called the name of that place Kihroth^hat- 
** taavah : becaufe there they buried the people that 
« lulled." But, alas ! though die fathers were buri- 
ed, their children furvived ; pd there are many among 
Chriftians now, as well as among the Jews of old, up- 
on whofe tombs Kibroth-hattaavah may be in- 
fcribed, with a tranflation under, the Graves of 
Lusts. Let us approach thefe fepulchres and receire 
inftruftion. 

L Let us remark the power and dominion 
OF God* Every element, every creature is fubjedto 
his authority, jmd yields to his controuL He holds 
'♦ the wind in his fift j'* he determines the quarter 
from which it blows ; the time of its rifmg and of its 
falling ; the degree of its influence ; the quality of its 
efiefts, *« Every living thing" ftands before him, and 
minifters inttp hkn ; he fays to one, *' Go, and he go- 
'^ jBth I to another, come, and he cometh*" He fpeaks; 
aoid the fowls of the air, and the beads of the field 
repair to Acfam, for names, to Noah for flielter. Has 
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He enemies ? Where cau they hide ? Hqy can they 
efcape? Eiery. place is a magazine of arms; every 
being beicomes an execntiouer, from an angel to a fly* 
Has He friends ? He can never want inftruments to 
deliver or relieve, thefi. A fifli f applies Peter with 
the facred tribute. Lions refufe to touch Dtoiel. 
Ravens feed Elijah. He nods, and the fea divides, 
the rock pours out water, manna drops from the 
clouds. " And there went forth a wind from the 
Lord, and brought quails from the fea, and let them 
feu by the camp, as it were a day's joujmey on this* 
^' fide, and as it were a day's journeyori the other fide, 
^' round about tht <amp ; and as it were about two cu- 
^*bits high upon the face of the earth." The Ifrael-i- 
ites were unbelieving.; they queftioned his ability to 
fupply them ; they faid, f' Can God furnifli a table in 
" the wildernefs ? Behold He fmote the rock, and the 
*' waters guflied out, and the ftreams overflowed ; can 
He give bread alfo, can he provide flefli for his peo- 
ple ?'' Even Mofes fliaggered through unbeliefs 
The people among whom I am, are fix hundred 
" thoufand footmen ; and thou haft faid, I will give . 
" them flefh that they may eat a whole month. Shall 
" the flocks and herds :be flaih for them to fuflice 
" them ? or fliall all the filh ia the fea be gathered 
** together for them to fnfficethem ? And the Lord 
*' faid unto Mofes, is the Lord's hand waxed fliort ? 
Thou flialt fee now whether my word fliall come to 
pafs unto thee or not." Chriflism, why dofl: thou 
limit " the Holy One of Hrael V* Why does thy con- 
fidence tremble when difficulties jAultiply, aiid prdi* 
nary means of relief fail thee 1 . 5f Haft thou not 
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*' known ? Haft thou not heard, that the everlafting 
" God, the Lord, the Creator ofthe ends of the earth, 
" fainteth not, neither is weary V^ Behold in Him 
whofe you are and whom you ferve, boundlefs refour- 
ces at tfie command of friendly fympathy and fatherly 
care. ^* To Him belong the iffues from death." 
<* The filver and the gold are his." " His are the 
" cattle upon a thoufand hills." ♦* The earth is the 
*^ Lord's, and the fuUnefs thereof, the world and they 
* ** that dwell therein." *^ O fear the Lord, ye his 
*' faints, for there is no want to them that fear him : 
** the young lions may lack and fufFer hunger, but 
^' they that feek the Lord fhall not want any good 
« thing." 

IL See how much more diligent men are wt 

COLLECTING THE MEAT THAT PERISHETH, THAN 
IN LABOURING FOR THAT MEAT WRICH ENDURETH 

UNto EVERLASTING LIFE. " And the peoplc ftood 
up all that day, and all that night, and all the next 
day and gathered the quails : he that gathered leaft 
gathered ten homers : and they fpread them all 
*' abroad for themfelves round about the camp." 
What eagernefs, what afliduity, what perfeverance, 
what facrifices of eafe, and even of fleep do we here 
difcover ! " This is our opportunity ; this may- not 
^' continue ; this may never return." " The children 
" of this world are wifer in their generation than the 
'* children of light." The wants of nature are prelT- 
ing, and knock till they are relieved ; but fpiritual 
neceflities are either unknown, or difregarded. When 
the body is in danger, we are alarmed, and inftantly 
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inquire for means of fafety ; but inatten^ve to the ex- 
pofure of the foul, who afks for the '^ Balm of Gile- 
*' ad ? for the Phyfician there ?" We are quick-light- 
ed in the affairs of time ; but, O what ftupidity blinds 
us as to the concerns of eternity j if there be a prof- 
pefl: of improving our fecular advantage, we need no 
arguments j a hint excites us ; we are awake ; we rife 
early, fit up late, eat the bread of carefulnefs ; we 
form our plans ; we lay hold of every accidental af- 
fiftance ; we compafs fea and land. But when we are 
to obtain " the honour that cometh from God,*' to 
gain a feat " in heavenly places,** to fecure '' the true 
** riches,** we are all torpor and forgetfuhiefs ; we 
need line upon line, precept upon precept ; fabbaths 
muft be inftituted to imprefs us ; minifters muft be 
appointed to ftir up our minds by way of remem- 
brance ; confcience muft be deputed to live within us 
as a conftant monitor ; and after all, where is our af-N 
fiduity and application ? Who fees us " working out 
^' our falvation with fear and trembling ?** " ftriving 
^ to enter in at the ftrait gate ?** " prefling into the 
" kingdom of God ?** " giving all diligence to make 
'^ our calling aiid eledion fure ?*' 

ni. Persons may gather and hoard up 

WHAT THEY WILL NEVER LIVE TO ENJOY* See 

thefe men ; they are anxious to lay in a ftock for days 
and weeks to come ; they accordingly provide it, and 
prepare it; but would they have been fo active, fo eager, 
fo grafping, had they forefeen that they were imme- 
diately to leave their abundance, and that as foon as 
they tafted they were to die ! But fo it was ; " And 
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^^ while the flefh was yet between their teeth, ere it 
^' was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled 
*^ againft the people, and the Lord fmote the pedple 
^« with a very great plague/' By many conlidera- 
tions, my Brethren, do we labour to quench your un- 
due ardours in the chace of earthly things. We have 
often laid before you the Divine prohibitions. We 
have Ihewn you how impoffible it is *' to ferve God 
*« and Mammon.*' We have proved that " a man's 
*' life confifteth not in the abundance of the things 
*^ that he poffeffes ;" that nature is fatisfied with little, 
and grace with lefs. And after all this are you torn 
with anxieties, and wearying yourfelves in worldly 
purfuits ? Take another view ; contemplate the vani- 
ty, the brevity, the uncertainty of life, upon the con- 
tinuance of which all depends. " Go to now, ye that 
fay, to-day or to-morrow we will go into fuch a 
cityy and continue there a year, and buy and fell 
and get gain : whereas ye know not what fhall be 
** on the morrow. For what is your life ? it is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanilheth away." " And he thought within himfelf 
faying, what fhall I do, becaufe I have no room 
*' where to beftow my fruits ? and he faid, this will 
^' I do, I will pull down my bams and build greater : 
*^ and there will I beftow all my goods. And I will 
fay to my foul. Soul, thou haft much goods laid up 
for many years ; take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be 
merry. But God faid unto him. Thou fool, this 
night thy foul fliall be required of thee : then whofe 
fhall thofe things be which thou haft provided ?" 
^' There is one alone, and there is not a fecond : yea, 
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^' he hath neither child nor brother ; yet is there noj 
^' end of all his labour j neither is his eye fatisfied with 
^^ riches : neither faith he, for whom do I labour, and 
'* bereave my foul of good ? This is alfo vanity.*' 
*' Surely every niaa walketh in a vain ^lew : furely 
"they are difquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, 
^' 2uxd knoweth not who Ihall gather them.** '' In 
" the fuUnefs of his fufficiency he fliall be in ftraits : 
i^ every hand of the wicked jQbiall come upon hinj, 
" When he is about to fill his belly, God fh^U cafl: 
^* the fury of his wrath upon him, and Ihall rain it upr 
" on him while he is eating.'* 

Have you read this in the Bible only ? Is it th/ere 
alone that human life is reduced to a fpan, a tale, a 
dream, a nothing ? Whom have you followed down to. 
the grave ? Who are perpetually falling around you ? 
The aged and the infirm ? Who has promifed you 
length of days ? Who has engaged to fecure you from 
difafler^ and difeafe, till you have reached your aim ? 
And what is the tenure of your poffeffion, when the 
envied prize is acquired ? Does the honour wither as 
we gather it ? Do we come to an eftate only to be- 
queath it ? Do we lay out fo much for a manfion 
which hangs on one dying life, and when we knovif 
the Lord of the manor will not allow us to reaew ? 
^hall we purchafe at a great price articles which death 
has appraifed and pronounced to be injured and near- 
ly unferviceable ? As flrangers and pilgrims, fhall we 
take a world of pains to beautify and enrich an inn 
'syhich accommodates us only for a night, whei). in. the. 
morning we are to go on our way, a way by wj^ch 
we ihall never return ? " Lord, teach us to number 
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^' our days, diat we may apply our hearts mxto wit 

IV. It i^ not t«£ rbfusal, but the gratifi- 
cation OF OUR ©ESIRES^ THAT OFTEN PROVES RU- 
INOUS. God was provoked; and how does he Ihew hk 
wger and punifh the offenders ? By indulgence. Ah ! 
V^ell hadit t>eeu for Ifrael, if God had turned away his 
ear from their clanxour, and they had never feen a quail. 
Poor harmlefe birds ! you unknowingly carry along , 
the curfe of Heaven, peluded fuppUants ! you hail 
their approach ; but you are filling your laps with 
poifon, and plague, and death ! Rachel faid, '' Give 
^ me children, or elfe I die.'' She had children and 
died. The Jews were impatient for a king ; and fays 
God, ^* I gave them a king in mine anger, and took 
him avfay in my wrath.'* " Who knoweth what 
is good for man in this life ; all the days of his vain 
^' life which he fpendeth as a ihadow ?" Conaeftions 
paflionately fought may prove " fcourges in your fides, 
" and thorns in your eyes." A well-fpread table may 
be ^^ made a fiiare, and a trap, and a fiumbling-block, 
" and a recompejjfe." Your profperity may deftroy 
you. " They that will be rich fall into temptation,^ 
^' and a fnare, and into many foolifh and hurtful lufti, 
*' which drown men in deftruftion and perdition." ^ 

When men are intemperate ia their defires after^- 
worldly thmgs, .atxd fucceed in obtaining what Divine, 
Providence from a knowledge of its confequences was^ 
VfiUing to withhold, the difploafure* of God comes. 
along with their unhallowed fucceffes ; and it matters 
not? in what way the curfe is inflided ; whether more. 
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vifibly or fecretly ; whether by miracle or by the nat- 
ural influence of events on their depravity. 

Sometimes the things fo eagerly lufted after, prove 
injurious to health. Thus a man is enabled to re- 
fign bufinefs ; but he becomes gloomy and melan- 
choly. He lives more fumptuoufly and delicioufly ; 
but difeafes, to vfhvch he was once a ftranger, fpring 
from repletion and indulgence and becloud his future 
days. 

Sometimes satisfaction is tak^n out of 
THESE THINGS, and the man is far lefs happy than 
he was before he had gained them. His wiflies mul- 
tiply more than his means ; his fucceffes pamper eve- 
ry principle unfavourable to internal repofe. *' He 
^' that loveth filver fhall not be fatisfied with filver ; 
" nor he that loveth abundance with increafe.^* 
'' There is an evil which I have feen under the fun, 
^' and it is common among men : a man, to whom 
^* God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, fo that 
^* he wanteth nothing for his foul of all that he defir- 
^' eth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof.'* 

Things fo coveted h?ive often proved morally 
INJURIOUS. They have been oil to feed the flame of 
thofe evil pailions which ought to be extinguifhed. 
They have proved rain a^d fun-fhine, to call forth and 
ripen a thoufand feeds of temptation^ which were bu- 
ried under ground. By thefe the charafter has not 
only been developed, but formed.. The man has 
changed with his condition ; and has become the mon- 
fter he once abhorred. " He gave them their hearts* 
^' defire, but fent leannefs into their fouls." And is 
<his a matter of congratulation ? Can that be a blefli 
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ing which injures your chief welfare, and deftroys the 
profperity of the soul ? Are you ftrangers to that 
fpirituality of frame which you once difcovered ? Are 
you chilled in your holy affeftions ? Are you become 
only formal worfhippers ? Are you deprived of the joy 
of God*s falvation ? Is your converfation lels in heav- 
en ? Do you mind earthly things ? Are you more un- 
willing to leave this world, and enter a better ? And 
are you gainers ; becaufe with the facrifice of all thefe 
religious advantages you have rifen in life, and in- 
creafed in affluence ? 

Many profeflbrs of religion, ^ot fatisfied with the 
ftate in which God has placed them, greedily defire 
more, and upon what principle ? Not their neceflities ; 
but their lufts. It is not a houfe they want ; this they 
have already, but a manfion. It is not food and rai- 
ment they want j thefe are provided, but fuperfluities. 
It is not an ability to travel they want ; they have 
ftrength and feet already, but it is a carriage. They wifli 
to be idle, luxurious, fplendid, fuperior to others. He 
enlarges their refources ; he indulges them, indulges 
their indolence, their pride, their arrogance, their 
carnality, their forgetfulnefs of God ; and what is fuch 
an indulgence ? what is it for Providence to feed our ' 
fin ? to give us permiffion to go aftray ? and inftead 
of hedging up our way with thorns, to render it allur- 
ing and feducing, by fcattering it all along with flow- 
ers ? 

Men and brethren, the refledUon is no lels edifying 
than awful. 

It fhews us, Firft, How impoffible it is to determine 
the love or anger of God fjrom external circuraftances- 
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Behold the rich man clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and faring fumptuoufly every day. See Lazarus laid 
at his gate full of fores, and defiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which fell from his table. But the for- 
mer is the enemy, and the latter the friend of God ; 
long ago the one has been comforted, and the other 
tormented ; and there were the fame difpofitions in 
God towards them when they were upon earth. There 
IS nothing concerning which we are more liable to 
err, than worldly fuccefs. It depends fo entirely up- 
on God, and it is fo flattering to our feelings, that we 
can fcarcely pOTuade ourfelve.*^ that it is ever an un- 
favourable omen. But this is not unfrequently the 
cafe. It is fometimes fent in anger ; and we fliould 
labour to afcertain the principle from which it is giv- 
en. A natural man regards only the effeft, but the 
Chriftian looks to the Source. A ftranger would 
prefer the flower of a plant to the root, but the gar- 
dener who owns it values the root more than the 
flower. O ! it is well to be able to fay " thou haft in 
^' love to my foul'* delivered me from the pit of cor- 
ruption, formed for me fuch a union, profpered the 
labour of my hands, bleflfed my bread and my water. 

** How fweet our daily comforts ptove, 
" Wlien they are feafon'd with his love.'* 

Secondly. This principle crufhes envy. " Be not 
*^ thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory 
** of his houfe is increafed/' ** Fret not thyfelf be- 
*' caufe of him who profpereth in his way j** you are 
not certain that his condition is really defirable. Would 
you envy a man the wine he is going to drink, if you 
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jbiew that it would poifon him ? or the robe he is go- 
ing to wear, if you knpw that it would infeft him with 
the plague ? On thd other haiid, you may err in your 
pity. You fay, fuch a friend, alas ! is reduced ; but 
he is only taken down from the hill of danger, and 
placed in the vale of fafety. You fay^ He groans $ 
yes, a limb is amputating ; but it is to fave the whole 
body from mortffication and death. 

Thirdly* The profperity of the wicked, and the fuf- 
ferings of the righteous, are a myftery, which has often 
perplexed even good men j but here it is explained. 
He can giVe in wrath, and refofe in mercy. He can 
indulge us to deftruftion ; and he can chaften us that 
We may not be condemned with the World. 

Fourthly. Here we can harmoniee the char after 
and promife of God with thofe denials which He 
fometimes giVes to oiir petitions. He is a God hear« 
ing prayen He has faid, " Alk, and it (hall be given 
** you J feefc, and ye fliall find.'* Btit you have im- 
J)lored many things which you Have never obtained. 
This helps '^on to underftand the Scriptures, and fliews 
you with wK^t conditions and qualifications God has 
fpokeii. He did riot engage to gratify your defires, ^ 
whetTier his indulgence would be beneficial or inju- 
rious* This would have beeii a threatening, not a 
Jirottiife* A heathen could fay, ^* It is kind m the 
^^ Gods ndt to ifiear Us, ivhen we pray for things that 
** are evil." If a man give " good things" unto his 
children in anfwer to their reafonable and needful 
4efire6, he h a good father ; and wha would 
thiiik of reflefting upon him as not <Kfchargingthe 
deities of his relation, becaufe he does not, vr^M they 
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are incapable of judging for themfelves, give them a 
knife or a loaded piftol, or fufFer them to climb a lad- 
der, and becoming giddy expofe themfelves to inftant 
deftruftion! 

Let us learn alfo, with what a referve we ihould al- 
ways pray. Let us notprefume to determine before- 
hand that certain things are indifpenlably neceffary, 

and becaufe we think we abfolutely want them, grow 
fretful and miferable when we are refufed. This is 
to prefcribe to God ; to impeach his wifdom and his 
goodnefs ; and nothing can be more improper in the 
unworthy who have no claims, and in the ignorant 
who have been fo often deceived in their judgments. 
Let us always refer ourfelves to his counfel ; let us be 
always his followers, not his guides ; let us truft, and 
not teach him, and let us learn to imitate the example 
of David, who in a cafe the moft trying, faid, ** Cariy 
" back the ark of God into the city : if I fhall find 
.** favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me a- 
*^ gain, and fhew me both it and its habitation. Bu^ 
♦* if he thus fay, I have no delight in thee ; behold 
*' here I am, let him do to me as feemeth good to him.** 
And be it remembered, this is the way to fucceed. 
When God gives in kindnefs, he produces a previous 
temperance of defire, which will allow him to indulge 
us with fafety, A preparation for our mercies is as 
neceflary as a preparation for our trials and oiu: duties ; 
who thinks of this ? 

Finally, The fubjeft fays to us in forcible language, 
be moderate in your defires ; *' let your conv^ation 
.'* be without covetoirfnefs ; be content with fuch things 
" as ye have.** " Seekeft thou great things to thyfdf. 
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** feek them not/* Our Saviour teaches you this lef-. 
Ion in your very devotion 9 " Give us this day our 
daily bread/' All Jacob ftipulates for is *' bread 
to eat and raiment to put on/' And " having food 
and raiment/* fays an.apoftle, " let us be therewith 
"content/* This is the grand improvement we 
ought to make of the piece of hiftory before us ; " now 
*' thefe things were our examples, to the intent 

** THAT WE SHOULD NOT LUST AFTER EVIL THINGS, 

*^ AS THEY ALSO lusted/* How were quails evil 
things ? Is not every creature of God good ? The cafe 
was this ; they were evil in their confequences, and al- 
fo in the principle from which they were defired. 
Thefe Jews craved them unneceffarily ; they had a 
fufEciency before from the miraculous and merciful 
providence of Heaven ; they craved them intemper- 
ately and unfubmiffively ; they demanded ; " they 
*^ wept aloud/* Chriftians, beware of fuch fenfelefs 
and inordinate longings ; beware of a roving fancy ; 
of imaginary wants ; of unfandlified wiflies. ** Dearly 
'* beloved, I befeech you as ftrangers and pilgrims, 
** abftain from fleftily lufts which war againft the foul/* 
'* They that are Chrift*s, have crucified the flefli with 
** the affedions and lulls/* 

Men and Brethren, we have forbidden you to feek 
after temporal things with too much folicitude ; but 
remember, it isfarotherwife with regard to divine con- 
cerns; Spiritual bleffings fuit the foul ; aflFord real fat- 
isfafHon ; fecure^the friendfhip of God ; endure for 
ever ; thefe are our perfeftion. Here we cannot be 
too earneft, too ambitious, too covetous. ** Open thy 
" mouth wide, and I will fill it/' Afk and receive, 
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that <*yoiir joy may be full/' *?And this Ipwiy 
** that your love may aboard yet more and more, in 
^ Imowledge and in all judgment f that ye may ap- 
**- prove things that are eixellent ; ' diat ye may be fin- 
f * cere and without oflFerice till the dayNbf Chrift ; be- 
f ing filled with the fruifts of rigltteoufnefs, which are 
? by Jefus Chrift unto the glory aiid praiiJef of God»'^ 
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HOPE. 



Romans y. 5. , 

^ml hope makeib not ajhamed^ becMfe th^ live ef Gdd 
Ujbed abroad in out- harts^ hy ihe HofyGho/i whitb 
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The Chrifthn Aetref itods this -vttrld 
to be Wis tfeft. ' Mfe is called' (6 a life of labour and dit 
ficulty ; of mortificatioh andrtproabh. Ks affli£tions 
are inany ; biit he poflfeffes oiie Incomparable advan- 
tage : he has a hopfe full of ftximortality. This ten- 
kers evei^ duty delightful j this teadhes him in whaf- 
foever ft?ite he is^ theirewith to be content ; this en- 
lightens iai darkhefe, and alleviates his forrow. Like 
k helmet b( fiivatibh ^ it guards his head m the day of 
battle, like an anchor of the foul, it holds and fe- 
pures him in the ftorms of adverfity. Like a pleafing 
companion:^ it travels With hini through -all Ae tedi- 
culhd^ 6f the Wildemefs, and often reminds him of 
his rembVal from this Vale of tears, to the reft that re- 
mains for the people of Gdd. He is faved by hope. 
He t:ej6ices in hope. 

Of this hope the apoftle fpeaks in the word^ whicft 
^ hafe read, and his language is peculiarly worthy 
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of our attention. ** And hope maketh not afhamed, 
*' becaufe the love of <}od is Ihed abroad in pur hearts 
** by the Holy Ghoft which is given u^to us." Let 
us confider the excellency, and the evidence of this 
hope. Let us, I. Shew how it preserves from 
shame; and, II. Ascertain its connection 
with the love of God. 



Part I. It is not iieiceffary to enlarge upon the na- 
ture of hope ; it is a pleafing expeftation of fome fu- 
ture attainable good. But a commendation' is hete 
given it^ \diich it will b^ ufeful for .us to, examine. 
It maketh not ashamed. We may take three 
view6 of it. We may oppofe it to the hope of the 
Worldlii^; the hope of the Pha,rifee; and the hope of 
the Antinomian* Hope; caufes fhame, by the iNsuf» 
EiciENCY or ITS OBJECT, and this is the hope of the 

Wo«,LDi.ING ; by THE WEAKNESS OF. ITS FOUNDAr 

TiON,- and this is the bqpe pf the Pharisee ; by.Ti» 
false;nej5s of its >i^ARRANT,andtihisis,the hope of 
the Antinomian. The hope of the Chfiftian has 
the^noblefl: objeflt, the fureft foundation^ . the cleareft 
warrant, and with regard to each pf dijdfci) ^t maileth 

NOT ashamed. - 

. ... - „..••• . . » 

.. , Firft. Hope may caufe Ihame by the^ijJBurFiciEN- 
c,y OF ITS OBJECT J sfifl fuch is the hopjB of the 
Worldling. . And h^re we are not going to obfery^ 
how frequently." the men of the world? neyer reach 
the mark and obtain, the i prize for which they rjiHiJ 
we allow them to be fuccefsful, and,,pnly,caU upqn 
ypu'to witnefs th^ir difappointment when their ex^c- 
^ons are accorppliflied* For wl^at have th^ gain-? 



ed to f ewai^i} tli^ toil, and to indemoify them foif the 
Sacrifices they have made ? M th^y .examine the ac* 
quifiton which they fo much overvalued ; fee hoW- 
they blufh; hear how they exclaim ; ** Vanity of yan- 
" ities, all is yanity.and vexation of fpirit !'* . 

** In yain we feelc a heaven below the (ky ; 

*< 1?he world has falfe but flatteHn^ channf : 
<* Its diftant joys £hew btg^ in our efteem, 
• ** But leiTen ftiU as they draw near the eye, 
" In our embrace the' Vifions die^ 

** And when we grMp the airy fonas, 
** We lofe the ^cfL&JOg dream.** 

Look forward and fee the worldling called to ftrip 
and die. See him laying down all his honours, all his 
riches on the fide of the grave; bidding farewell to 
every fcene his foul held dear, and entering the eter- 
nal world deftitute. Now thought can no longer be 
diverted ; every difguife drops off j now he forms a 
true eftimate of things ; arid what does he think of 
thofe objefts for which he deprived hiinfelf of reft, 
and racked himfelf with ana^ties ? for which he dif- 
regarded the calls dF religion, arid abandoned the prof- 
pe& of endlefe life ? What does he think of them now 
they are fled, fer ever fled, and have left him without 
refource ? What does Alexander now think of his 
Moody trophies ? What does Herod'now think of kill- 
ing James, and <:ondemmhg Peter, becaufe he faw 
" it pleafed the people ?'* What does Judas think of 
his thirty pieces of filver ?- They are all covered with 
confufipri^ and filled widi contempt. 

But let us view th^m in thdr prefent circumftances. 
Here they apein th^h^fodt eflate j they have their pbr- 
^on in this l|fe« U^xe the owmed votaries of the 



ivorld fiiem to be hat>jpy^^nd they: are envied by slli 
around them. Th«y ar6 envied j but it is only by thd 
fooliih and the ignorant, who know thein not. , They 
fe^m indeed to behajfi^y^ but* penetrafte thisto^li the 
glory which furrounds th^m, aiidi lookwithiii, and yoi^ 
will find them haraffed with, doubts, agitated with 
fears, a prey to j^yil p^pns, " a tr<piubl^ fea when it 
*' cannot reft, whofc waves caft upiiiire and dirt/' 
Could you approach them in thofe liiot^ents in which 
the delufions of imaginatiou give place to the remon- 
ftrances of confcience, and reafori is called to the 
chair, you would Ij^ear than confeffing \ "all this isi 
*^ important only in th^ i^yes of ftrangers; they gaxe 
*' on the exhibition ^d admire } b\it we are behind the 
" fcenes, and view the naked Jropes and pullies* We 
are not happy, nor ia it iathe power q£ th^fe things 
to fatisfy our deiire§. In all this diiUpation we nev- 
er tafte a drop of pure joy.; The friendflup of the 
world i$ WprJe tham nothiiig. W^ aire aftonifhed 
when we i^eflei^ upon p^ omtk, ftfUy* ' We do noi 
" follow thefe Vanities j we apd fir^liged zitex th^i>* 
<^ Our life is bondage y O that we ^re? fpee inde^ \ 
ah J ye orighteou^^ you alone hav^ Ubeny and peaces 
H^ppiaels is pnly to'ba ^smd in % ,4f^l|veranc^ frpni 
*^ the prefeat eyU 'rt^oijld. We wjij retire j we will r laf- 
** form ; we will feek a bett^^i eve^ a hbe^veftly eoua- 
"try/* ' 

Yea, tell me you who. have imde the woyl^ youif 
hope, what has it dwe ieor yott ? toi : ^. ili^wy years 
you halve deitouiiy f^errvedh, liQw mucfe hm'^ ^adwn- 
ced yoiir happiiefef Whathatveyoiiif jdeafiiresaiidJ&Jt* 
is&dions bem^ oe^n^pared ;W&h yoftr r^^' ^ ^* 
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gufts ? How foon ^hen lulled to fleep, have your 
charming dreams vaniihed, and your waking difquie^ 
tudes tormented you again ! At the moment of my 
addrefs, are you happy ? Do you fear nothing ? defire 
nothing ? Are you not aiking in language 'with which 
you commenced^ your career twenty, forty years ago, 
who will ihew mie any good ? Do you not fliun foli- 
tude and retirement ? Are you not afraid of refledion? 
Do you not flee from one company and amufement to 
another, to get rid of yourfelres ? Do you never envy 
the happinefs of the brutes ? Are yoti ftrangers to a wilh 
' that you had never been bom ? And if this be the cafiei 
with regard to all your good things, what do you think 
of your evil ones ? Having no fuppdrt in the day of ad- 
verfity, you must fink. Having no diverfion, yoii 
CANNOT efcape the fcourge of your own mind ; and 
confcience free, from reftraints will be able to take a 
dreadful blow* Such is your prefent condition. You 
are as certain of difappointment in this world as in the 
world to con\e 9 and when you appear before God in 
judgment, you will not be heard to lament that all your 
enjoyments ape over, that your happinefs is ended 
and your mnery begun^ No. You will not fay^ 
our happinefs is ended j*' but ** we never were hap-* 
py : our mifery is begun ; we always were miferable j 
*^ we found the way as well as the end of tranfgreflbrsi 
" hard, and by a wretched time, we pr'epared ourfelves 
" only for a more wretched eternity/' 

On this dark ground we bring forward the Chrif- 
tian to advantage. The objeft of his hope is the great- 
eft good a creature can polTefs ; and while in every 
thing elfe the ezpe£lation exceeds the reality, in thi« 

Nn 
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the reality infinitely furpafles the expedition. When 
we propofe the hope of the Chriftian, we exclude eve- 
ry evil we feel or fear ; every imperfeftion which de- 
grades or grieves us* It is " a houfe not made with 
^f hands, eternal in the heavens ;** it is " a city which 
" hath foundations, whofe builder and \irhofe maker is 
^^ God ;" it is " a kingdom which cannot be Ihaken j" 
it is " a crown of glory that fadeth not away/' Think 
of the company with which he will affociate, all the 
.truly wife and good ; " the innumerable company of 
** angels ;'* " the Lord of all,*' in whofe *' prefence 
*^ there is fullnefe of joy, and at whofe right hand there 
« are pleafures for evermore/* Take his body ; it is 
^ now vile, but it (hall be changed and falhioned like 
the glorious body of the Saviour. Think of the body 
of the Son of God ; a body to be worn by the Judge 
pf all when he fits upon his throne ; a body in which 
he will be for ever adored. This is the model to which 
the Chriftian will be conformed. And after all, this 
Is only the inferior part of him ; this is only the dwell* 
ing, what will the inhabitant be ! this is only the in- 
ftrument, what will the agent be ! however refined 
and fubtilized, this is only matter, what will the fpirit 
be 1 '' It doth not yet appear what we fhall be ; Iwit 
*' this we know, that when he fhall appear we fhall be 
" like him, for we fhall fee him as he is.** Such ia 
his hope, and it " maketh not afhamed.** His nnder- 
flanding does not reproach him for purfuing fuch a 
prize. He does not blufh ta avow his purpofe to the 
world. He does not fhrink from a comparifon with 
phibfophers, princes, heroes. He leads a fuWimer 
life } he has taken a grander aim. And vrhsfk he has 
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ac^f^ed thisbleflednefs, will he be afliamed that he (o 
hi^ly valued it, and that to gain it he was willing to 
deny himfelf, and take up his crofs ? No ; rather i£ 
jQbame could enter heaven, he would be afhamed to 
think, that it made fo feeble an impreflion upon his 
mind ; that it engroiTed fo little of his attention ; that 
with fuch a happinefs in profped, he ihould ever have 
watlk^ mournfully before the Lord ^ and that withi 
fuch a prize fufpended before him, he (hould ever have 
been fo fiuggiih in his endeavours to feize it. 

Secondly. Hope may caufe fhame by the wsak^ 
2^£S3 OF iTs^FouNDATioN } and fuch is the hope- of 
the s£i.F-RiGHT£ous Pharisbb. For on what doet 
h^ place his dependence but fomething of his Owil, 
his own wcsthinefs^ or his own Works ? And here we 
may obferve, furit, that what he relies on does not coinie 
up to t^ nature of genuine religion, but as fomething 
merely ritual, ceremonious, external, i^ which the 
heart has no coBcem. He derives his encouragement 
from negative qualities^ from comparifon of himfelf 
with others, from the number of his perfo^mailcee^ 
firon^the b54aucing of duty with omiffians, and of virtue 
with vice* " And the Pharifee ftood and prayed thus 
<^ wkh himfelf: God, i thank thee that I am not a^ 
^^(^her men arc}, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, dt 
*' even aB this Publican. I faft twice in the week, I 
** give tithes of all that I poffefs/' Secondly, ' if the 
Works he pleads were in their principles truly i^vn^ 
^1 and. holy, they would not afford a ground of de- 
pei^dence. They would be apart of theibuildifig, 
but could not he ti^ foundation*, They would furnilh 
usr with evidence,' but cooldi^noc give ti«^ ^ Wie. 
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Thirdly, the indulgence of fuch a hope Is even erimi- ' 
nal, and highly ofFenfive to God. While he feeks to 
obtain a right to eternal life by his own obedience, he 
is feeking falvation by the works of the law, and not 
by the faith of Jefus Chrift. Accordingly he oppofesi 
the whole delign of the Gofpel difpenfation ; robs God 
of his peculiar glory j reflefts upon his wifdom, as hav- 
ing been employed in a needlefs trifle; contemns 
his authority in commanding us to believe on the Lord 
Jefus Chrift ; denies his truth in the record which he 
has given of his Son ; firuftrates his grace, and makes 
Jefus Chrift to be dead in vain. He difrfegards the 
love and mercy of the Saviour, tramples under foot 
the blood of the Son of God, and views his rightelouf- 
nefs and his fufferings as wholly unneceffary, or • as 
only ah addition to fupply a deficiency. Therefore, 
Fourthly, fuch a hope can never fecure him from 
ihame. It will be found ** like a fpider's web,'* curi- 
oufly wrought, but eaflly , irreparably deftroy ed. The 
bafis being too weak, the fuperftrudure falls a;nd 
crufhes him as a fool and an oflfender, guilty in his 
very ruin. ^^ Too proud, fays God, to fubmit to my 
** righteoufnefs, you fliall appear before me in your 
^^ own. Refuflng the Gojfpel, you fliall be tried by 
^* the law to which you have appealed. Unable to 
^' fave yourfelves, I devifed a method of falvation ; I re- 
^^ vealed it ; but this you have defpifed and have fought 
** another. Walk in the light of your own fire, and 
♦^ in the fparks that ye have kindled : this fliall ye 
>* have of mine hand ; ye fliall Ke down in forrow.*^ - 
— ^Now fee the awakened, humbled finner. He is 
^liking, «^ How fliall man be juft with God ?*' " Where*.. 
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"with ftiall I cpme before the Lord P* '' Where can I 
** fafely reft a hope ifliat maketh not afhamed ?" Thefe 
inquiries lead him to the Kbie, and he foon finds, thd 
information he wants. ^' The Son of man is come 
" to feek and to fave that which was loft. It hath 
pleafed the Father, that in him fhould all fullnefs 
dwell. He hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
He is the end of the law for rlghteoufnefs to every 
one that believeth. By him aid that believe are juf- 
tified freely from all things." This h like cold wa- 
ter to a thirfty. foul. This attrafts him ; this deter- 
mines th^ courfe of his application^ " hi him will I 
" tiruft. He is the door, by him will I enter. He is 
"the only refuge, in him I will hide. There is no 
*^ other, and I desire no other foundation^ and on 
*' this will I build. I love obedience, I pray for grat- 
** itude ; but I abhor n^rit. When I have done all, 
**I am an unprofitable fervant ; fin mixes with all I 
^' do : I MUST relinquifh every other confidence ; I 
** have no medium between this reliance and de- 

Now this hope cannot deceive hrm ; it is as firm as 
the truth of God, and the all-fufRciency of the Saviour 
can make it. ^"Behold,'' fays God, "I ky in Zibn 
^* a ftumbling ftone and rock of offence : and whofo- 
^' ever believeth (m him Ihall not be aftiamed.'* In 
prop(M:tion as the faith of ^ the believer increafes he 
partakes of this affurance, and can fay, '^ I know in 
<* whom I have believed, and am perfuaded that he 
is able to keep that which Ihave committed to him* 
^ ^* againft that day.** See him advancing to the throne 

^f God } ^« Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chnft 



^ that died,? Who csfin Hinder W$ approach! He itr 
feen hiarked with " the blood of %rinklmg,'' He is 
heard making meitldQn of his lighteDufiiefe oniy* 



** Alf JQ^ to the believer ! He can fpeak— > 

«*TpembKngf, yet happy ; confident, yet meek. 

<^^^ce the dear hour that brought me to th^ foot, ' 
, "And^ut up all my f<^e« by thpro^t^ 

** I never trufted in an arm bxjt thine, 
." ^ Nor hoped but id thy righteoufnefe divme ; 
. ** My pcayert tiid ahna, tm^^rfe^l fuvl ded*<^ 

** Were but the leeble efforts of a child : 
' * Howe'er perform* d, it was their brighter part 
. ^'Tjiit they pDroceededlijAitt. a thankful heart ; 

1< Cle)uufd.ia thii^. a*n al|-pi»H^g blood; 

* Forgive th^ir eyll, and accept their good : 
• *Icaft them at Ay feet— iny only- plea 

« Is vhat it wai—^pepidevce np^^thttr-^ 
. •* While ftrugglingin |he val9,f>f^ear8 bfi^W 

*• That never faiPd— nor {hall it fail' me now. . 

" An;gelic granulations read the ilcies .* 

^ Pride fajia, uftpity*d«.ii««!ef mote to tiS/^i 

** Humility i^ crown*d ; and faith receives the prize/' 



i 3: 



Thirdly. Hope may caufe fhame by the ha£S£- 
KEss OP iTB WAR It An7 ; ind fucb m the hope ol the 
^NTiNDMiAN. How dreadful will it ht ^^ to&U into 
^*: the hands of the Irving God^'* while we are knagio* 
h^ ourfelyes to bq hi$. friends i to fuppofe onrffelTes 
isb the road to heaven, a4il <irop at <mce into the depths 
of helJ ! " There fa a' way ^lAva^h feeofeth right mita a 
** man, but the end thereof are die paths of dmb." 
And in thiis way all thofe a^e walking, wh<^ labile they 
profeis to e^e£t eternal ttfe^ and to |4aceaK their 
^ependeniqe vpo» the Saviour, **have not iJteSfirtd of 
^.C^wift/'j and are devoid of his image ; whofe f»&^ 
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does not overcome the world ; whofe hope does not 

purify them " ^ven as He is pure," For while in this 

ftate^ their expeSation of heaven, whatever be their 

knowlisdge or their creed, is a mere fancy, A man 

with all hfe ignorance, may as well perfuade himfelf 

that he is the greateft philofopher ; or with all his in^ 

digence, may as rationally conclude that he is pofleffed 

of all the wealth of the Indies, as perfons imagine, 

that they are in a fair way for glory, while they are 

ftrangers to real fan£tification and " newnefs of life.** 

There is*nothing in the Scripture that does not 

condemn fuch an hope. It aflures us that *^ without 

" hblinefs no man (hall fee the Lord :'* and that ex* 

cept we " be converted, and become as little chil- 

^ dren," we " (hall in no cafe enter the kindom of 

" God." Hence our Saviour by a very ftriking fimil- 

itude holds forth the folly of leaning on any thing as 

a PROOF ^f our ftate, feparate from holy obedience. 

** Whofoever heareth thefe fayings of mine, and do- 

" ETH them, I will liken him unto a wife man, who 

'* built his houfe upon a rock : and the rain defcended 

** and the flood? came, and the winds blew and beat 

^ upon that houfe ; and it fell not, for it was founded 
*' upon a rock. And every one that heareth thefe 

" fayings of mine, and doeth them not, fhall be 

*• likened unto a fooliih man who built his houfe upon 

" the fand ; and the rain defcended and the floods 

^^ came, and the winds blew and beat upon that houfe ; 

« and it fell, and great was the fall of it," 

And indeed, to take another view of the fubjefl:,^ 

it would be perfefkly ufele& to give fuch a man a title 

^ ^0^9 ^fld even to bring him there 5 for be would 
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be miferable ftill ; he would carry hell along with hiiii 
in his fin ; he would have no capacity for the fervices^ 
no relifli for the enjoyments of heaven. God himfelf 
cannot do that which contradids the effential perfec- 
tions of his nature, and he cannot make us happy with 
himfelf till he has made us holy like hin^elf. ** For 
** what fellowlhip hath righteoufnefs with unrighteouf- 
** nefs ? and what communion hath light with dark- 
" nefs ?" Thus the very nature of things, as well as 
^he word of God, neceffarily limits this hope to the 
riegenerate and fanftified. And therefore the grand 
inquiry ihoukl be, what evidence you have of this 
change, afid what reafon you are able to give of the 
hope that is in you ? A more convincing and fatis- 
fa&ory one it is impoillble to af&gn, than the apoftle 
fumiflies,* 

Part II. When he tells us, " Hope maketh not 
" aihamed, because the love of God is shei> 
"abroad in our heatrs by the Holy-Ghost, 
*' WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO us/* Let uswexamine the 
connexion there is between this love, and the accom- 
plifhment of our hope. The following confiderations 
will render it obvious. 

Firft. This love is the bleffed proof of the divine 
regard ; for the affection is mutual : ** I love them 
" that love me,*' yea our love to him is the confe-> 
quence of his love to us : "I have loved thee with an 
" everlafting love, therefore with loviiig kindnefs have 
" I drawn thee : we love him becaufe he firft loved 
" us.'* And what can we deiire more than to know, 
we are beloved of God ? What does not his friend- 
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Ihip mfure ? With him there is no variablenefs or 
ihadow of turning. He is able to do for us exceed-^ 
ing abundantly above all that we afk or think, tHe 
knoweth all things* He is very pitiful and of tender 
mercy.: , . ^ 

Secondly. This love charafterizes the perfons for 
whom this happinefs is referred. Search the fcrip- 
tures and fee, who are authorifed to claim the promife 
of eternal life. "Not thofe who are enemies to God by 
wicked works, not thofe who live without God in the 
world. No J but thofe and thofe only, who defire 
and flrive to pleafe and to ferve him— ^" We know 
" that all things work together for good to them that 
"love God." "Bleifed is the man that endureth 

temptation, for when he is tried he Ihall receive th^ 

erown of life, which the Lord hath promifed to 
" them that love him.*' " Hath i^ot God chojfen the; 
" poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the 
" kingdom which he hath promifed to them that love 
"himr 

Thirdly. This love qualifies us for the glory which 
ihall be revealed. Take a proper view of this happi- 
nefs J is it not divine ? does it not flow from the pref- 
enpeof God? from the difplay of his perfeAions? 
from the adorations and praifes which he will eternal- 
ly receive ? What then can prepare you for it but the 
love of trpd ? If you do not love a perfon, it would 
he a. tonnes^ rather than a delight to be continually 
with himj ai^d to hear him extolled- But the ftron^^ 
gjer the love is-wbich you bes^ to another, the more, 
pjlp^ure you 4^f^ in his company and converfatton, the 
more fatisfedtion you derive from the Ihare you have 
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in his regards, and from the confidence wluch enables 
you to lay, he is mine. By loving God you are prepar- 
ed for a happinefs which is found only in him. And 
has he made you meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the faints in light ? and will he fail to give 
you poflelfion ? Has he qualified you for a fituation 
which you Ihall never fill ? and prepared you for a 
bleffednefs which he never defigned you to experi- 
ence ? " 

Fourthly. This love is indeed the beginning, and 
the fbretafte of this happinefs. We are always the 
fame with theobjeft of our affeftion.' The image 
dwelling in the mind, leaves its impreffion. We take 
the likenefs of the excellency we contemplate, and 
are exalted into the perfeSion we adore. If our love 
be fixed upon any thing mean and fordid, it will de- 
bafe =us. If it be fixed upon creatuf es, we fliaH par- 
take of thdr changes and miferies. If it be fixed on 
the ever-Wefled God, we fhall become divine and 
heavenly ; it will dignify, and refine, and tranquilizer 
and fill, and fatisfy the foul. . With this love we can* 
not be miferable* It renders difficult things afy, and 
bitter ones fweet. It makes the duties of reBgion to 
T3e " ways of pleafantnefs.'* We call " the ' fabbath 
^^ a delight." We are glad when they fay to us, ^*let 
^' us go into the houfe of the Lord.** It is good tor 
us " to draw near to God." O, " the comforts^ of 
"this love!" iThey are heaven come down to earth. 
Heaven is the world of love. There it breathes ; 
there it r«gns ; tfe^e it triumphs. It is all love, and 
only love—** And he that dwelleltH' lia fo*e,'dwelletfi 
^ in God, and -God Jn him. ' * iHeince* if folly appears. 
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that a hope connefted with the love of God, may be 
finely indulged, and can never make us afhamed. For 
this iQve is the jwdof of the divine favour ; the char- 
a^er of the heirs of promife ; the preparation for fu- 
ture glory } the commencement of heaven, the dawn- 
ing of the day, the firft fruits gf the Spirit, the earneft 
of our inheritance. 

Men and Brethren, attend to a few reflections, 
which naturally arife from this important fubjed.. The 
firft i$ awrul and diftreffing. We have reafon to fear 
that the hope cheriihed by the greater part of man- 
kind, and by too many profeiTors of religion, is fuch 
3$ will cover them ** with everlafting fhame and coa^ 
*^ tempt.*' Perhap$ there are fome of this deluded 
number in this aflembly. You are ready to fay, " our 
minds, are cafy ; we feel no forebodings ; we hope 
to be laved, and are not inclined to queftion the 
propriety rf our cpncluiion." Even this circum^ 
ftance looks fufpicious. This reluftance to examine 
your ftate betrays apprehenlion of its goodnefs. And 
who in a cafe of fuch moment, would leave things 
doubtful and uncertain ? Suffer me then to aflc you 
what your hope is ? Will it bear inveftigation ? Is it 
&n£tioned by the word of Truth ? Has it been form- 
ed in the light of ccaivi^on, or is it the offspring of 
darknefs ? Is there no danger of its proving falfe and 
fetal ? Such the hope must prove, that is accompa- 
nied with no fuitable influenc-e, produdive of no prop- 
er effeds ; in other words, that is not in alliance with 
the lov« of God* But alas ! if the love of God was 
in you^ it would be impoffible for you to live as you 
now do. You could not banilh him from your re- 






«00 Hope. [Ser. XIV, 

niembrance ; your meditation of him would be fweet^ 
tod your thoughts of him would be precious. You 
eould not love the world ; '^ for if^any man love the 
*' world, the love of the Father is not in him.** You 
could not tranfgrefs the diviiie laws j ** for this is the 
'' love of God, that we keep his commandments.** 
You could not be regardlefs of the welfere of your 
fellow creatures 5 for " if a man fay, I love God, and 
^^hateth his brother, he is a Kar ; for he that loveth 
" not his brother whom he hath feen, how can he love 
** God whom he hatfi not feeii.** " Whofo hath this 
** world's good, and feeth hiB brother have need, and 
** fliutteth up his bowels of compaffion from him, how 
^* dwelleth the love of God in him ? Deftitute ; of the 
love of God, it matters not what you are. If this be 
not the grand influencing principle of your lives, your 
orthodoxy is only a December's night, equally clear 
and cold ; your religion is vain j your hope prefump- 
tion, delufion, deftrudtion. 

Secondly. You may learn from hence, how to attain 
** the full aflurance of hope unto the end.** It is not 
by dreams and vifions, fudden fuggeftions, myfterious 
impreffions, and an inexplicable confcioufnefs ; but by 
keeping yourfelvesm the love of God, and aboimding 
therein more and more. It is abfurd to imagine, that 
your hope of Heaven will be lively, if your love of 
God be weak and languid. Every worldly confer^ 
mity will impede the exercife, and darken the profit 
peft of this hope ; every fin will give Satan an advaxit- 
tage over you, and rob you of much evidence and con* 
folatioh. Though the bleffings of falvation are all of 
grace, they are to be enjoyed only in the way of dbsm 
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4ience. **TfeeA ftall we know* if' *'fe' follow on to 
** know the Lord : his going forth is prepared as the 
*^ morning : and he {hall come unto us as the* rain, as 
•** the latter and the former rain upon ' the earth.** 
" He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
" he it is that loveth me : and he that loveth me Ihall 
" be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
^' manifeft myfelf to him.** 

Thirdly. There are fome of you, in whofe hearts 
the Holy Ghoft has fhed abroad the love of God. 
By a difplay of infinite benevolence, he has flain the 
enmity of your minds, enlightened your linderftand- 
ings, and renewed your difpofitions. It is now your 
chief aim to pleafe and to enjoy him. And your lan- 
guage is, ^* whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 
" is none upon earth that I defire befide thee. The 
^' Lord is my portion, faith my foul, therefore will 

^* I hope in Him.. " Yes ; and you have rea- 

fon to 3b fo. Let the ejxercife of this hope be conftant 
.and increafing. Though you have much in pofleffion, 
you have infinitely more in reverfion. In whatever 
fenfe you are poor, in one you are certainly rich— ^ 
Hope. From the emptinefs of the creature you can 
turn to the fullnefs of the Word, and fay " Thy tefti- 
monies have I taken as my heritage for ever, for 
they are the rejoicing of my heart.*' YoU have 
now fupplfes, and in a little while you will be " Lord 
" of all.** Give vigour and fcope to this principle in 
all the circumftances which can awaken thy concern. 
Hope for ftrength equal to thy day. Hope for fuc- 
cour in trouble ; for afliftance in duty ; for help in 
death. Hope for a joyful refuri'eftion, a bleffed 
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immortality, a crown of glory that fadedi not away* 
**Now THE God of hope fill you with all 
" joy and peace ij? believing, that you may 

** ABOUND IN HQPE, THROUGH THE POWER OF THE 

« Holy Ghost/* 



/. 
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SERMON XV. 



THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS. 



Matt. xxi. 28. 88. 

W/kit think yei A certain man bad two Jons ; and he, 
came to tbefirft^ andfaid^ Sony go work to-detj in my 
nmeyard^ he answered and/aid^ I will not ; hid cf-^ 
ierward be repented and went. And be came to the 
fecpndy and /aid Ukewife. And he anfwered^ and 
faid, I gd^ Sir; and went rud^ Whether of tixm^ 
twain did the will of bis father ; they fay mnto bimi 
irA. 



IvlT Brethren^ it is Ho very eafy thing 
to lodge aa obnoxious truth in a »iind armed trith 
prejudice. ^^ LoTers of themfelves/^ * men are averfe 
to the knowfedge of dieir imperfe&ions, and remain' 
<^ willi<»gly %noramt'' of difcoveries it/iiich would t in- 
terrupt their purfuits, or difturb their flumlxsrs. 
Hence the wife have contrived a fpedies of inftmdion 
by wlach they conceal their defign, dU the fentiment 
they wifh to ccmvey has taken poffeffian of the mind/ 
Then they ibip ^ off the difgiiife^ asid eadtibit their 
mtamng { and tile man finds to his fuiprMe..and con^ 
&fioii« diat he has admitted a condviion whidi crini^ 
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inates himfelf, and that out of his own mouth he isf 
condemned. He is led on unconfcioufly ftep by ftep, 
till he finds Ihs retreat cut off,* ahd Kie is cortipelled to 
fiirrender. 

He who " fpake as never man fpake/' excelled in 
this as well as in every other mode of tuition. A 
memorable inftance isnow before iis. Hisadverfa- 
ties had afked our Saviour, by what authority he had 
commenced reformer, and had purified the temple. 
He engages to fatisfy them, provided they will anfwer 
him one queftion, namely. Whence John derived hi^ 
authority to jireach smd baptize ? They found them-* 
felves equally in a dilcoxima, whether they acknocwl- 
e%ed flie bri^ to be iaiman or divine. " If we ftiall 
**A&yj from Heaven ; he will fay unto us, why then 
^ dil eye not believe Jbim ? But if ,we Ihall fay^ of 
men ; w^ fear the people ; for all hoM Johh as a 
5^ pfopiiet/* . Hience they affeft ignorance^ and. re- 
main filent. Our Saviour perceiving their perverfe- 
nefs, refufes their inquiry ; and by a familiar repre- 
fentation induces them* to pafs judgment on them- 
felves, " But. what think ye ? A eertaia m^M'^ 
^? PiroJom i and he G&iiie to the firii^ jmd Cstid, Soiw 
jgfir work to-day in my vineyard- . He a^fwered* 
and &id, I wiil^not ; but afteihvard. he itp&^^^Bnd 
went* ■ And heccame to the fiecond, and faid like*- 
".wife; And he anfwered, and faid, I go. Sir ; and 
" w«at not; Whether of them twain did thd wilt oB 
"ihis fathen?, Uiey fay unto him, the ftr&*'\, / 

ijlCheipaxable.i^as a. .particular applicitipii^ whicH' 
msy- ber: thus explahaed. : John preached to the JewSiT 
His awli^ce; odsfifted £>f two clafia^ s^tbebroiiEaiQ^ 
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and the pretending. Some among his hearers were 
profligate. Such were publicans and harlots. Thefe 
made no profeffion of religion ; they never fpake of 
the MefSah, or hoped for his kingdom. But when 
they heard John, they received his doftrine ; were 
humbled by it ; and obtained repentance and remif- 
fion of fins. Others were fanftimoriious. Such were 
the Scribes and Pharifees. They aflumed extraordi* 
nary appearances of devotion, obferved every punftilio 
of the law, wore a peculiar drefs, ufed a fingular gait, 
crucified their countenances, made long prayers and 
frequent fafts, gave tithes of all their pofTei&ons, and 
pretended a high relgard for the writings of Mofes and 
the prophets, who all teftified of Chrift. But when 
his forerunner came and announced his fpeedy ap- 
|)roach, they inconfiftently rejeded his miniftry. 
Thus far we cannot be miftaken„ for we follow an in*^ 
^Ilible Guide — " Jefils faith unto them. Verily, I fay 
unto you, that the publicans and harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you^ For John came un- 
to you in the ^ay of righteoiifnels^ and ye believed 
** him not ; but the publicans and harlots believed 
** him. And ye, when ye had feen^ repented not af- 
*^ terward, that ye might believe him.^ 

By a more extenfiVe allufion j it applies to the Jews 
and the Gentiles. The Gentifes were the children 
bf difobedience^ ; tfeey had lived withoiit God in the 
World, and the way of peace had they not known ; 
but when the Gofpel was publiflied among them they 
** pbeyed from the heart the form of doftrine which 
^ was delivered to them ; and being made free from 
'•• fin, they became the fervants of righteoufneft.*' 

Pf 






S06 The Parable of [Ser, xv* 

The Jews from the beginning were the profeffing peo- 
ple of God. They had never been wanting in high 
pretenfions and promifes. When the Law was given 
on Horeb, they exclaimed, " all that the Lord com- 
" mandeth us will we do, and be obedient." When 
Jofliua^ addreffed them in Shechem, they again faid^ 
" the Lord our God will we ferve, and his voice will 
" we obey/* " Neverthelefs, they did flatter him 
" with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their 
tongues. For their heart was. ^ not right with him, 
neither were they ftedfaft in his covenant" "What 
fliall we fay then ? That the Centiles, which fol- 
lowed not after righteoufnefs, have attained to righ- 
teoufnefs, even the righteoufnefs which is of faith : 
but Ifrael, which followed after the law of righ- 
teoufnefs, hath not attained to the law of righteouf- 
nefs. Wherefore ? Becaufe they fought it not by 
. ^^ faith, but as it were by the works of the law, for 
they ftumbled at that ftumbling-ftone ; as it is writ- 
ten, behold I lay in Zion a ftumbling-flone, and 
" rock of offence : and wholbever believeth on him, 
** ftiall not be confounded. " 

The fimilitude will ftand as an illuftration of vari- 
ous charafters to the end of time. Accordingly we 
are going to confider it, L As holding forth 

THE command of GoD TO HIS CREATURES. And, 
n. As EXEMPLIFYING THE MANNER IN WHICH IX 
IS REGARDED BY THEM. 

Part L " The Lord looketh from heaven : he 
" beholdeth all the fpns of men." Neither as his 
esreatures, or as his fubjefts, are they beneath his 
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concern. To difplay his authority and to fecure their 
welfare. He addreffes them in language appropriate 
to their circumftances. His command is diftinguifli- 
ed by three charafters. It is affectionate j it is 

PRACTICAL ; it is URGENT. 

Firft. It is AFFECTIONATE. He fpeaks as unto 
children, "My Son, gawork to-day in my vineyard.'* 
He is the lovely Father of all mankind ; and though 
fin has rendered us unworthy of his care, Jt has not 
deftroyed our relation to him. " We have had fathers 
*' of our flelh who correfted us, and we gave them 
" reverence : fhall we not much rather be in fubjec- 
" tion to the Father of Spirits, and live ?*' They were 
only the Inftruments of our exiftence ; but to Him . 
the name belongs in all its perfeOion. ** We are his 
*' offspring ;" " we are all the work of his hands :" 
from him we derive the immortal principle ; our very 
fouls are his ; produced by his power, and fubjeft to 
his agency. This is the common charafter given of 
him in the New Teftament. Under this encouraging 
reprefentation we are taught to addrefs him in prayer; 
in this tender relation we are to view him as difpenfing 
his commands. I fee the Father blending with the 
Sovereign ; I fee goodnefs mingling with authority j I 
obey from love ; it is a Father I ferve, and his fer* 
vice is perfeft freedom. If he employ us as children, 
he " knows our frame, and will remember that we 
" are duft.** He will not lay upon us more than is 
meet ; He will be kind to our infirmities, and fpare us 
as a man fpareth his own fon that ferveth him. " We 
^^ have not received the fpirit of bondage again to 
** fear, but the fpirit of adoption whereby we cry, 
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" Abba Father. Wherefore thou art no more a 
** fervant but a fon, and if a fon then an heir of Qod 
^' through Chrift/' 

Secondly. It is Practical. For to what does 
the Father call him ? To " worjc in his vineyard.*' 
I admire this Father. He does not bring up his chil- 
dren in idlenefs. Though he be a rich pian, and have 
a vineyard of his own, he requires them to labour, 
And " it is gopd for a man to bear the yoke in his 
" youth." The Grand Seignior of Turkey is always 
taught fome mechanical bufinefe. The Jews, what- 
ever was their ra^k, always gave their fon^fome 
manual trade. Paul had a learned education, and 
was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel ; but he knew 
the ciraft of tent-making. There was wifdom in this 
plan. }t preferved the young from floth, it filled up 
the vacancies of life, it prey^ited temptation, it made 
them ufeful in fociety, it fumifhed them with a re- 
fource in cafe of redudUon and diftrefs. Adam was 
placed in the garden of Eden to drefs it. TTie Son of 
God till he affiftned his public charafter wrought at 
tlje bufinefs of a carpenter. Heaven is all energy 
and activity ; " they reft not day nor night." It is 
better to purfue the meaneft occupation, and even to be 
a fervile day-labourer, than to live in idlenefs, a mere 
cumberer pf the ground. Parents ! early accuftom 
your children tp exertion and difficulties. Bringj 
them up idly a|id delicately, and they are ruined for 
thi^ world and the world to come. I equally pity and 
condemn that Father, who is aihamed or afraid to fay 
to a fon, " Go work in my vineyard." And what 
(l^ink you of God f He ^gus us our place of a^oip^ 
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and prefcribes the nature of our employ. It is ex-^ 
tenfive and various. Our diligence is to be ufed in 
" working out our falvation with fear and trembling." 
Sinner ! there is a burden lying upon thy flioulders, 
which unlefs it be removed, will fink thee to the low^ 
eft hell. Thou art purfued by the avenger of blood, 
and if overtaken, thou wilt affuredly perifli. Thy firft 
concern fhould be*a deliverance, a refuge. Thy firft 
effort fhould be an application to Him who came into 
the world to lave finners. **Then faid they unto 
" him, What fliall we do, that we might work die 
" works iof God ? Jefus anfwered and faid imjo them> 
^' This is the work of Godj that ye believe on him 
-*' whom h^ hath fent." This is your firft care. And 
^ fecond is like unto it — ^Perfonal ianftification. You 
are called not only to believe, but to obey ; not to 
ihew your faith inftead of your works, but your faith 
by your works. Many would rather confider the 
Gofpel as defigned to furnifh a fubftitute for holinefs, 
than as a fyftem which requires piety and morality in 
all its parts. But how readeft thou ? Where does it 
promife a falvation in fin ? Where does it encourage a 
hope which leaves its poffeflbr impure ? "God has 
" not called us unto uncleannefs, but unto holinefs. 
The grace of God, which bringeth falvation, hath 
appeared to all men : teaching us, that denying un- 
^* godlinefs, and worldly lufts, we fliould live foberly, 
^* righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world.** Nor 
are yoli lefs required to ferve your generation accord- 
ing to the will of God. " None of us liveth to him- 
^* felf.** Our feilow-creatures have claims upon ue, 
W^ are to " rejoice widi them that rejoice, and weq) 
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" with them that weep ;" to " love as brethren 'y\ to 
*^ bear one another's burdens, and fo fulfil the law of 
" Chrift." And however inferior our ftations, or 
flender our abilities, we have all one talent. How 
have we employed it ? We have all had fome means 
and opportunities of ufefulnefs. What brand have 
we plucked out of the fire ? What naked wretch have 
we cloathed ? What child of ignorance have we in- 
ftrufted ? In what inftances have we refembled Him 
who '' went about doing good," who pleafed not him- 
felf, who came not to be miniftered unto, but to min- 
ifter, an4 to give his life a ranfom for many ? 

Thirdly, It is urgent. You are called not only 
to labour, but to labour immediately. " My fon, go 
*' work TO-DAY in my vineyard/' The King's bufi- 
nefs requires hafte ; and this is the bufinefs of the 
King of Kings. A bufinefs of importance requires 
hafte ; and no bufinefs can be fo momentous in its 
confequences as this, A bufinefs requires hafte that 
can be performed only in a certain time, efpecially if 
the feafon be fhort and uncertain ; and ** what is thy . 
** life ? It is even as a vapour that appea^eth for a lit- 
" tie time, and then vanifheth away," The Scrip- 
ture therefore only borrows the language of common 
fenfe when it fays, " Whatfoever thy hand findeth to 
** do, do it with thy might j for there is no work, nor 
** device, hor knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave 
" whither thou goeft." Obferve your elder Broth- 
er ; he never loft a moment : " I muft work the work 
*' of Him that fent me while it is day : the night 
'* cometh wherein no man can work.** God always 
fays, " To-day j" " to-morrow*^ is always the Ian* 
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guage of the Enemy of Souls. And wherefore ? Be- 
caufe procrailination is the moft fuccefsfiil device he 
employs. Becaufe if he can keep you from religion to-* 
DAY, he knows, either that you will not live till to-mor- 
row, or that the delay will leave you more difinclined 
to duty, and will obftrudk your way with frefh impedi- 
ments. " Now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
"^falvation." SuchistheconunandofGod. Letusfee, 

Part ll. The manner in which it is re- 
CARDED* This is exemplified in the behaviour of 
thefe two fons; There is a remarkable difference be- 
tween them. One proves better than he promifes. 
The other promifes better than he proves. Of the 
one it may be faid that his words were evil and his 
actions good ; of the other, that his words were good 
and his adions evil. 

Behold the firft. No fooner does he hear the 
command of his fether, than he anfwers *^I will 
" NOT ;" and walks off rebellious and infulting. To 
fuch a length of rudenefs, infolence, and prefumpl 
tion does fin fometimes carry men ; fo that they do 
not. make ,excufes, or plead only for delays, but pofi- 
tively and daringly refufe. ** They fay unto God^ 
depart from us, for we defire not the knowledge 
of thy ways.^' ^* Who have faid, with our tongue 
will we prevail, our lips are oiir own : who is Lord 
*^ over us ?" " But his citizens hated him, and fent a 
*' meffage after him, faying, We will not have this 
**. man to reign qver us.*' Who says this.? Yonder 
Swearer, who never opens his mouth but to exprefs 
the abomination of his heart. That Drunkard, who fe 
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infatiable appetite, like the horfeleech, cries Give^ givej 
and never faith, it is enough. The Fornicator, who 
lives in chambering and wantonnefs. The man who 
neglefts all the ordinances of religion, who never calls- 
tipon Jiis nanie, never hears his word, never honours- 
his fabbaths^ Thefe make no ptetences to godlinefs ; 
embarrafs themfelves with no formality ; wear no dif- 
guife ; ufe no hesitation. They openly fhevv the image 
of their mafter impreffed upon their forehead. They 
explicitly avow their deterininatiori. AfBons fpeak 
louder than words ; and nothing lefs than this is the' 
-dreadful language of their lives ; " I am for hell : I will 
** run the downward road : I anl refolved to perifli/*^ 
And is it poflible, that charafters like thefe fliould- 
ever be heard " afldng the way to Zion,'* or feen 
walking before God " in hewhefs of life ?** " Suck 
were fome of you : but ye are wafhed, but ye are 
fanftified, but ye are " juftified in the name of the 
^^ Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God.** YeSj 
gVenthisfon, ^^ afterward repented and went.** 
He came to himfelf ; refieSion returned j looking 
back, he faw the old man Ufting up His hands to Heav- 
en, and tlien wiping fiis eyes froiri tears ; and he cried j 
What have I done ? Ip he not my father ? Has he' 
fuffesed me to want any proof of fendernefs which 
*^ he could fliew me ? Do 1 thus requite his kindnefs' 
^* and his love ? What was there unreafonable in the 
^^ command I rejefted ? He that will not work mould 
^ not eat. What is it iox a ion to work in a father's 
^* vineyard ? Is it not labouring for himfelf ? MSne is 
" the expefltation j I wUI go J' For, my Brethren, no 
fooner was this uhdutiful child reclaimed than he vnji 









employed* He 4id not fetisfy himfelf with returning 
aud corifefling and bewailing %is oflFence. He afted 
tepentanc^. He knew the will of bis father which 
he had tranfgreffed, ai)id he repented and went. . The 
one was the coirfequence and the evidence of the oth- 
er. Who could have, believed the reality of his re- 
morfe and the fincerity of his acknowledgment, unac- 
companied with refbrriiatibn and obedience ? 

Are there no individuals in this affembly Wh6f6 hif- 
tory I have recalled to mind ? Do you not remember 
your alienation from, the life of God ? But in your 
de(,arture from hkn your mmds were for from being 
at reft.; Sometimes you thought of home ; aFathd* 
ftruck you ; your rebellion appeared linreafonable ; 
you condemned yourfelves. Thefe recoUeftions at 
iSrft vifited you occafionally like unwelcome guefts^ 
and; you got rid of them. At length yoii found them 
quartered upon you, like fo many foldiers ; refiftance 
was ,ufele&4 Alone, in bufinefs, furrounded with 
company, thefe^conviftions followed you». You be- 
♦ gun- to pray ; to read the'Scripturb ; to affodate with 
hi$: people. You bbought fordi fruits meet for re- 
pent^ce;. The change in your difpoiitionwas dif-^ 
covered in your converfarion j aixd ifeis became the 
language of your.aftiohs, as well as of your lips^ " I 
" have finned j- what flail bfe done tnto thee, O thou 
*' preferver of men. . I^hat I know not teach thott 
** me : if I have don? iniquity, I will do fa no moi-e. 
*5 Ucrrd, wha,tiwilt thou haveme to do i S^eak, Ldr^^J 
<^^for thy fervtotiheareth.':* • ; / . - ^'j'. 

Ml»et us fcbnfider^-the'fecond fon* ijQn hearing th6 
c©mAiand if^his fetbeir, **1iefaid, I go, Sii^s and wen^ 

Q Q 



'* not,'' His language was ref|>e3:i^ his prbm^ v^aes^ 
fair, and he walked' forA tow£UMls the viiierfavd^ tUlhe' 
apprehended himfel£ out of fight j then he turned 
afide, loitered away his time, joined evjt companf, 
fet off to a revelj iaa litde time '^fpent all his fub- 
** ftance in riotous living,", died in- wretcheidnefs, arid' 
as he expired was heaxxi to groan, ^^ O that I had 
*' hesgrkened to a father's counfel !** 

Ah ! how many in a few years have we feen^ whofe 
pretenfions were equally ftrong, whofe prom|fes 
were equally flattering, whofe declenfions have been 
equally grievous j whofe end has been equally fatal ! 

We have feenchildren.trained up in ihe nurture ^md 
admonition of .the Lord, to whofe tender minds relig^ 
ion was prefented by matemail care In all its loveUi^ 
nefs ; who lifped the language of prayer and of praife 
as foon as tfaey began to fpeak» They promi&d' 
well. c 

We have feen yowng men ingenuous, teachable, de« 
fpifing the bondage of corrujpiticm^ hating evai the 
garment fpotted with the flefh. They prp^ed well 
We haveieen hearers ;un4ercthe foreaching of i the 
Word alarmed^ melted^ almoft perfuadeid to be phrif^ 
tians* , They promifed fain 

We havie feea na«a reclain\ed iix>m various 
commg regular m. their livesy and : attenxive to moiai 
aiid. relative duties. They promifediair. 

We hayeieeh ch^ra^be]^ coming forward eager (to 
\^m Qbrfffia^. ccanmuaion, and laying. theyhfeltei^ 
under an obligation to walk ^^ in. alii thei command^ 
^^ t9en^ aoil , otdioaiisei. of the hotAi hlameleft/' 
TMe pnQwM/w** MdJiotl^ WQUl<IJbave. hmR 
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mare uacandid and fufpicious, than to have queltion- 
ed their prefent fincerity, or thefar future jierfeverance, 
And-wljere are they now ? See the tears of their con- 
ne£dan^ ; hear the fighs of their miniilers j liften to 
the triumph of the enemy. They are turned afide 
to vain jangling ; they are fo bewitched that they 
camidt obey the truth ; they are walking in the 
council of the ungodly, ftanding in the way of finaersy 
and fitting in the feat of tfee fcomful j " for it has 
** happened unto them accordii^ to the true prov- 
** Q-b ; the dbg is turned to his. own vomit again^ 
*^ and the fow that was waihed to her wallowing in 
" the mice/* 

Let us conclude by deriving an inference froni the 
fub}e£^ -and by addreflmg ouifelves to perfons of two 
daflfeis. l^he Parable fully authorizes us to obferve^ 
that religious eSe&s are often very unanfwerable to 
expedadon ; and that the moil fpecious chara6):era 
are not always the moft likely to enter into the king* 
dom of Heaven. The fubjed is delicate. We know 
we tread on dangerous ground, nor would we ad-» 
vance without caution. God forbid that we ihduld 
ever plead for vrickednefs, or intimate that immorali-p 
ty is preferable to mofslity. Our Lord intended to 
ellablifli no fudi principle by thefe examples. . He 
does not tiew thefe things as they are in their own 
nature, but als they arefreqluently found in their ac'« 
cideninl relations atid confequences^ And is it not 
undeniable that pierfc^ns poflefled of diftinguifhing 
privileges and triordl endowments are too often filled 
with pride, wrapped up m feif^righteoufnefe, lulled 
tQ^ep by carnal fecurity, deenait^ themfelws iafe 
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from comparifons with thofe who are profligate ? Are 
they not too often offended when told, that they muft 
be indebted for falvation to Grace . perfeftly free and 
unmerited ; that they muft be accepted upon the fame 
terms with the moft vile ; and that howevjer excel- 
lent thefe things may be in themfelves, they afford 
them no ground of dependence, yield them no claims 
whereof they may glory before God ? An attempt xb 
couch the eyes of thofe ' who fay we fee ; an offer of 
pardon to the innocent j a communication of alms to 
the wealthy would only exafperate and difguft. But 
would this be the cafe with the blind, the guilty, and 
the poor ? It is comparatively eafy to convince the 
more criminal ; how can they deny the charge ? to 
alarm them ; how can they deny the daitger ? Hav- 
ing no armour of defence, they cian fobneJr receive a 
wound which will make them cry for mercy. Con- 
fcious that they have no righteoufnefs of their own, 
they more readily admit that if faved at all, it muft be . 
by grace. Having ilo fhelter in which to hide, when 
they fee the ftorm approaching, they willingly flee for 
refuge to the hope fet before* them in the Golpel. 

Nor are fuch trophies of divine grace unufual. 
We can appeal to the ptige of hiftory ; and we can 
refer to our own age. We have feen the moft unlike- 
ly materials fubdued by divine agency to holy pur- 
pofes ; and fmners called from courfes the moft un- 
godly, whofe converfion has awakened not only the 
joy but the aftoniihment of their pious friends. Let 
this encourage our hope ; let us confider none of our 
fellow-creatures as defperate, and dropping our en- 
deavours and our prayers abandon them. Reforaier i 
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let it animate thee. " Be not weary in well doing. 
^' In the morning fow thy feed, and in the evening 
*^ withholdnot thine hand : for thou knoweft not wheth* 
^' er fliallpi-ofper this or that, or whether they both fhall 
** be alike good. Brethren, if any of you do err from 
" the truth, and one convert him ; let him know that 
*' he who converteth a fmner from the error of his 
'* way, (hall fave a foul from death, and (hall hide a 
*' multitude of fins/* Minifters ! let it encourage 
thee. ** Can thefe dry bones live ? Prophefy upon 
** thefe bones ; and fay, Come,from the four winds, 
" O breath, and breathe upon thefe flain, that they 
" may live." " Is any thing too hard for the Lord ?" 
Parent ! let it animate thee, though means have hith- 
erto proved ineffeSual, and inftrudions and tears 
have been in vain ; " I fay unto you, that God is 
" able of thefe (tones to raife up children unto Abra- 
« ham V' 

Men and Brethren, let me a(k you. Which of thefe 
two fons did the will of his Father ? You fay, and you 
fay juftly. Both of them were culpable ; the one was 
rude, find the other falfe. But which on comparifon 
do yoyu prefer ? You fay, and you lay truly. The firft. 
On what principle ? Becaufe his aftions were better 
than his words, and his latter end fairer than his be- 
ginning. Yes ; better is a late penitent than an old 
formalift. Yes ; more defirable is the condition of 
this returning finner, trembling at God's word, bro- 
ken-hearted with a review of unprofitable years, and 
yefolving to redeem the time by future zeal, than the 
ftate of yonder profeffor who has fat under the word 
|il| he is p^ft feeling, honoming God with his lip while 
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his heart is far from him, having a name to live vrhiie 
be is dead, faying perpetually by appearances I go, but 
never aftually taking one ftep in the ways oFgodlinefsl 

But I have another queftion ; Which pf thefe twb 
fons do you at this time refemble ? It is undeniabfe 
that you have had calls from God. Your duty, and 
the confequences of inattention have been phdnly fet 
before you. He has fpoken by his creatures; He .ha$ 
addrefled you by his providence. Affli^ons have iiad 
a voice. lire has ruflied out of the brambles to whieh 
you repaired for ihelter. The gourd, whofc fiistd^ 
refrefhed you has withered away. It was a brokeii 
feed upon which you leaned ; it difappointed your 
hope, ai^d pierced you through with many fbrir^t^^ 
Sicknefs told you that you were mortal. Hie d^& 
of others reminded you of your own ; imd tbud ipik^ 
the filent grave. Many a remonftl-ance, many a War- 
ning you have had from confcience. From fabb^h td 
&t^th you have heard the Gofpel. Minifters, fotne 
m harflier accents, and fome in milder language^ hav^ 
kbo\\red to perfuade you. Ko,you caniu>t plead igiicv 
ranee j you do not want motive and encouragement* 
Suffer me then to aik you, Which of thefe fofis de- 
fcribes you ? 

Are you faying with the firft— " I will not ?" What 
irreverence ! " A Ton heareth his father, and a fervapt 
** his mafter : If then I be a father where is my hon- 
" our ? and if I be a mafter where is my fear ? faith 
*« the Lord of Hofts.'* What ingratitude ! <« Hear, 
** O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth : for the Lord 
'* hath fpoken, I have tiouriflied and brbught up chilw 
^ dren> and fhey have rebelled agsuirfl me.** ** Do» 



Sift*, xii.^ the Two Sotif. 819 

^^ ye thus r^qmte the Lord^ O fooHih peq)le and iin- 
** 'wife ? Is he not thy Father that hath bought thee ?• 
^ hath he not made thee and eftablifhed thee ?" What 
madne& ! If yau abide by this determination you zre 
undone; ^ becaufe of thefe things. cometh the vnrath of 
*~* God upon the children of difobedience/' Have 
ycMi duly confidered the work you decline ? It is a 
farvke the moil reafonable ; the moft honourable ; 
the moft i^eafant:; the moil profitable : it is ^^ profit- 
<f able unto all things^ having the promife of the life 
** that now is, and of that which is to come.** Here 
we cannot labour in vain. The reward is fure ; the 
lecompenfe is glorious. Nor are we called to labour 
without affiftanoe^ He who employs us ha3 engaged 
to make ius ftrei^th perfed iii our weaknefs, and to 
render his grace fufficient for us. To which we may 
add^ that it is a work the moft indifpenfable ; it is the 

one thing needful ; and it is at the peril of thy foul 
and xbf. eteroal happinefs to lay, ^< I. will not/' But 
I Have, faid this^ and lived acccnrdingly. ** O that 
my head wei^ waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears.** Returning iinner, there is hc^ in Ifeiel' 
COiicaiUQg this thingu There is forgivenefs wiliiHim, 
a«d repentance focures^ it. 

Raife thy downoaft eyes and fee 

What fomu his throne furrotind ; 
Thef, though (men ooce hk» the«^ 

HxriS foil ialvatioa found^^ 
-^H^ has paodoQf to impart^ 

Oraor to fare thee from thy fear|f 
See the.loyf thsil fiUs his h<9rc» 

And wipe, away thy. teart*^ 

Thy prefent diftrefa is a pledge of a prepafalioR 
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for the difcovery of his forgiving love. He repented 
and went. Go and do likewiTe, and encourage thy- 
felf under every gloomy fear by reprefentations the 
moft appropriate and tender. *' I have furdy heard 
*' Ephraim bemoaning himfelf thus. Thou haft chaf- 
** tifed me, and I was chaftifed as a bullock unaccuf- 
*' tomed to the yoke ; turn thou me, and I (hall be 
" turned, for thou art the Lord my God. . Surely af- 
ter that I was turned I repented : and after that I 
was inftrudted, I fmote upon my thigh : I wasafliam- 
ed, yea even confounded, becaufe I did .bear the re^ 
proach of my yoke. Is Ephraim my dear fon ? is 
he a pleafant phild ? for fmce I fpake agadnft him 
I do eame'ftly remember him ftill ; therefore .my 
bowels are troubled for him ; I will furely have 
mercy upon him, faith the Lord." " And hefiuid> 
I will arife and go to my Father, and will fay u4to 
"him. Father, I have fmiied againft Heavicn arid be^ 
'' fore thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
" fon : make me as one of thy hired" fervants. And 
*Vhe arofe and came to his Father ; but when he was' 
yet a great way off, his Father few him, and hid 
cbmpai&on on him, and ran, ^id fell on his neck, 
and kiffed him — And faid to his fervantSy bring foith 
*' the beft robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on 
*' his hand, and Ihoes on his feet. , And bring, hither 
** the fatted calf, and kill it j and let us eat and be mer- 
ry. For this my fon was dead, ^nd is alive again ; he 
was loft,a|^ is found.. And they began to bemerry.*^ 
Are you faying with the fecond — ^' I go, Sir ?" This 
is well ; but, O beware of infincerity. Confider fe- 
riouily the folenm .profeflion. you mak,e. ; I go,, Sir 1 
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But remember to whom you fay this ; a Being, whofe 
eyes are as a flame of fir^, and who defireth truth in 
the inward parts. Ttiou art not lying unto man, but 
unto God. I go, Sir ! But remember that the vows 
of God are upon you ; that you have raifed the expec- 
tation of your friends and foes ; that heaven; esirth; 
and hell are looking for a praflice which will Verify 
^our pretenfions ; and will you tell them all, ** I am 
^ only — 'Z liar — ^a hypocrite ?*' I go, Sir ! But remem- 
ber that your doom wiH be determined not by " fair 
^* fpeeches'* and a " fhow of godlinefs,** but by your 
anions at(d your iives, ^^ Not eveiy one that faixth 
^^ onto i^^Lcfrd, Lord, ihall enter into the kingdom 

^* of h^vcn, but he that doeth the will of my Father 
^* wluch i$ iUi heaven." I go, Sir ! But remember 
nothing is fo dangerous td the fOuI as falfe dealing 
with God ; that no charader is fo rarely converted 
a# a iaife profeflbr ; Aat ng fbt£ i$ fo tremendous as 
t^ eifid c^ an a|Xx(late. I .go» Sif I But rememb^r^ it 
U tlie iatftgimge of Grod^ '^ if afi^y man draw back^ mj 
" foul IhaU have no pleafure in him." " For it is im- 
^* pOSSible fe^ thofe who wiere once enlig^ene^^ ^Qd 
^^ have tafted of the heavenly gift, and were made par* 
^ takara qC the Holy Ghoft^ and have tifted of the 
^ good Vord, and the j^wcrs of the wiprI4 to eome^ 
**:tf tii#y ft ail fall away, to renew them agiin \mto re* 
^^ penibuce.; fedng tbey crucify to theaxfelvois ik^ Son 
^ HS 4ioi ftfrefh, and put him to an open ihame* Bul^ 
^^ Beloved^ we are p^riiiaded better thingis of y^n^ 
^ aad things that actdmpatiy Mvatimi, tUoo^ tre thoii 
^ ipebk/' 
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And bejides tbisy giving . all diligence^ (iddtcf your fdttk 

..virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge. ; andJo hmwledgCy 

\ temperance ; and tg temper ance, patienaf ; and io pa-^ 

tiencey godline/s'. ; and to godlinefsy br-otberly kindfiefs y 

and to brotherly klndhefsy charity* I 

• r - 

JVIY Brethren, it i$ a very eafy arid it 
• is a very difficult thing to be a Chriftian. It is a very 
eafy thing to be a nominal Chriftian ; but it fe a very 
difficult thihg to be a real one. It is a very eafy thing 
to be a modem Chriftian ; but it is a very difficult 
thing tp be a fcriptural one* Do not imagine that we 
mean to trifle, or advance a paradox to awaken your 
att^ntioii ^t the beginning of a difcourie. We fpeak 
** the wdi-ds of truth and fobernefs/' It is undei^a- 
ble thdt we have many Chriftians among us who are 
ftrangers even to common decency and morality, 
beiiig abominable^ and difobedient^ and to ever^ 
good work reprobate/' Others make a inuch 
ftrifter profeffion ; but, alas ! their Chriftiaility leavte 
them as it finds them, and in dieir lives there is very 
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Kttle difference difcernible between them and the peo- 
ple of the world. Their tempers are unfubdued ; 
their tongues are unbridled ; " they mind earthly 
** things ;" they make no facrifiees, no exertions. 
Their hope is a lifelefe expeftation. Their faith is a 
fcheme of dodririe which they have laid afleep in the 
mind, and which never difturbs or ftimulates them. 

But is this the religion of the New Teftament ? 
Search the Scriptures. Obferve the delineations of 
the Gofpel, and compare yourfelves with them. In 
thefe a profeffion is found to mean a pl^ftical diflent 
from the Ipirit 'and manners of the world. The hope 
which'^maketh not afhamed is held forth as purifying 
the poffeffoF from , the love of fin and the dominion 
of fenfe ; and the feith by which we are juftified and 
faved, is diftinguiflied as a vital and a vigorous prin- 
ciple, drawing after it a train of graces and goo4 
works. Witnefs the language of our apoftle. " An<i 
^^ befides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
^ virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowl- 
** edge, temperance ; and to temperance, patience ; 
** jtnd to patience, godlinefs ; and to godlinefs, broth- 
♦* erly kindnefs ; and to brotherly kindnefs, charity.'* 
Chriftians, thefe words fpecify, I. The additions 
which you are to make to your faith. And, II. Pre- 
fcribe the means by which you are to make them. 

I. The apoftle does not exhort Chriftian§, t;o feeK 
after faith. This he fuppofes them to poffefs already. 
He addreffes them as believers, and calls upon them 
to purfue a courfe worthy of their faith, correfpond- 
ing with their faith^ and to which their faith bind* 
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them. " Remember Chriftians, the worthy iwne by? 
" which you syre called. Confider the tendency of 
" the pjriaciples yoij .prpfefs to believe. You hav^ 
" embraced the Qofpel ; it lays an obKgatLon upon 
*' you to deny all ungodUnefs and worldly lufts, and 
f to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in the prefr 
*' ent world. Vou fay you have fiaith j but feith 
*« without works is dead, being alone^ Faith r^em- 
^* bles a foundation, of high iiAportauce in cafe of > 
" building, but ufelefc if no fuperftrufture be resvred^ 
« It is only a beginning, which is no Aing without 
" progrefe. Whs^t are clear notions unleft thej m^vh 
<« ence j or proper modyes unlefe they impel ? AbitUr 
** ham had faith, and he offered up Uaac ; Mofe$ hs^ 
J^ fa^tli, and he eft'eem,ed the reproach of Chrift gr€^ 
f^ er Viches than t^ie tceafures of Egypt Abel 20^4 
" Noah had faith, but it was belief alive,. an4 in mn)-, 
" tion ; it led the one to facrifice, and d^e othc^r to 

build. If yau know thefe things, happy aire ye if 

ye do them. You have received the truth, now 
^' walk by it. You are found in dx)£lrinq, be fo now 

in praftice. You are orthodox, naw be holy, de- 
" fraud no ms^n, fpeak evil of no man. You have 
" fiuth, add to your faith virtue ; apd to vii;tuc, 
" knowledge ; arid to knowledgej^ temperance j a^4 
^' to temperance, patience j and to patience, brother- 
*^ ly kindnefs ; and to brotherly kindnefs, charity.'* 
Such is the meaniug of the apoftle ; ^nd thus we con- 
ceive he would have explained himfelf, had he been. 
Uving in our day, and called to addrefe fome of oun 
Audiences. 

The f^rft addition which h^ requires of you as be^. 
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Jievers i$ virtuje. But it does not here figmfy goodt 
nefs id general > it is immf diately 4i(Ungui flied froiQ 
the various excc^lkiicies , iocluded in the cdmmoii 
acceptation of the word. It dverefore expreffes fome 
particular qualitj ; siad by referring to the Greek 
and X*atifl writers, we can foon determine what it is. 
They mean by it Fortitude, Courage. My Brethrea, 
this principle in the whole of your Chriftian courfe 
will be found indifpenfably neceffary. You live in 91 
worJd unfriendly to religion. You are called to van* 
oas duties,, in the difcha^rge of which you will loieet 
K^^th oppofitiDns fiod difcouragements the mod painful 
and |:rying. It will be found no eafy thing $0 deny 
ypurfekes^ aiid . take np your crofs ; to pluck put a 
right .eye^ and t;o .cut off a right hand j beiBg both the 
paU@nt3 anl. thue agents toa It will be faiu)d no very 
eafy thiag tp^ encoujiter opiivion ; to incur the frowite 
of pojine£lipiJ$, Ae fcorn. of foperioBs, the ridicule of 
the multitude ; to feel yom&Ives in ^ finall and de^ 
Ijpifed minority j to have yoiur ddigns fufpeflied, yow 
actions mifreprefented, your very vir^^ transfcarrofid 
into vices, and whcare you ha^ve deferved beft of yew 
fellow^reatures to be mcft condemned by them* 

So:me of thefe difficulties indeed might be avoided if 
you. weire only to 3e religious and not to a wear «o# 
But not to ohferve that it is impofliblo to concedlreiig^ 
ion in number lefs inflances when it is faijriy reduced to 
praftice, we wifb you to remember that you are reqiair- 
ed to be open and explicit \ you are comm^i^ed to 
*' let your light fhine before men j'* to " conli^ wttb 
f* the mouthy" as well as to " heliev^e with the heiart ;*' 
tQ ".hold faft," not ypvir faith, but the «' profeflwaa of 
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** your faith, without wavering ;" and not only to be 
** on the Lord's fide/' but to be aftive in his fervice, 
^ rifing up for him againft the evil doers, and ftand- 
** ing up for him againft the workers of iniquity/* 

If we trace things to their origin, we fliall find a 
thoufand evils fpringing, not from ignorance, but cow- 
ardice. Pilate condemned a • Saviour of whofe inno- 
cency he was confcious^ becaufe of the Jews. Many 
of the Pharifees *' believed on him ; but feared to con- 
" fefs him, left they fhould be put out of the fyna- 
**gogue.*' The difciples were afraid and forfook 
him, Peter trembled and denied him. It is owing to 
the influence of the fame caufe, that perfons can hold 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs ; refufe to hear the very 
doftrines they believe ; change with every company 
. in which they are found ; hear the name of God blaf- 
phemed and the Gofpel vilified, and ** fit as men in 
^* whofe mouths there is no reproof.*' But holy cour- 
age will raife a man above this influence. It wili pro- 
duce in him a dignity which fcoms every mean com- 
pliance ; a firiiAefs which gives decifion and confift- 
ency to his charafter \ a determination, not indeed 
to make fingularity his aim, but to walk by thofe rules 
which will unavoidably render it a confequence ; a 
boldnefg to follow his conviftions wherever they may 
lead him, and inflexibly to perfevere in the path of do- 
ty, regardlefs of the reproach he may endure, or the 
lofles he may fuftain. 

» A fecond addition is knowledge. And this very 
properly follows the former. It ferves to charafter- 
ize, and to qualify the courage of the believer. It rcn 
minds us, that it makes him open, but not oftentatiousx 
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ready, but n6t challenging alid vaunting j decided, 
but not violent ; hold, but not rafli and inconfider- 
ate. It teaches us that courage is a force which wif- 
dom is to employ. Courage may urge us to under- 
. take the war, but judgment is to manage it. It may 
impel us along ia our courfe, but knowledge is to ob- 
ferte tht ro^d ;, otherwife our animation will only lead 
us aftray^and the fwifter our fpeed, the greater will be 
our folly. 

And hence it will be eafy to determine the nature of 
thi$ qualification. It is praSical knowledge ; it is 
wfcat We commonly mean by prudence, wUch is knowl- 
edge applied to aftion. It is what Paul retommends 
whj&n he fays, ^ Be ye ilot imwiffe, but underftanding 
*' what the will of the Lord is. Walk circumfpeftly^ 
•^ ndt as fools but as wife. Walk in wifdom towards 
"them that are without, redeeming the time.** It is^ 
what Solomon enjdiiis when he feys " let thine eyes 
** look right oh, and thine eyelids lool^ ftrait before 
^* thee. Keep found wifdom and difcretion ; fo ihall 

they be life Unto thy foul and grace to thy neck. 

then (halt tliou walk in thy way iafely, and thy foot 
" Ihall not Humble. When, thou lieft down thou Ihalt 
•^notbe stfraidj yea^ thou lh4t lie down, and thy 
^* lleep fhallbe fweet." 

This kind of knowledge refults principally from ex- 
perience and obfervation, and he is blaraeable indeed 
who does not grow wifer as he grows older, and who 
does not make every, day a correftign of the former; 
Our own hiftory affords U6 fome of the beft materials 
to improve and embellifh our charader. There, be- 
ipg heedlefs I was furprifed. By that trffle t was rob- 
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bed of temper. Here,'! dafhedon si rock attd a ptaaak 
£ived me/ Out raihnefd (hould tieach tis the medt^ 

he&.df wjfdom* We fhould derive ftrength frbm ou* 
weakneffes, and fiymnefs ftotti our falte. 

But, alas ! what humbers are th^r^f Upon^hoin the 
continuance of life, and all tiiearis df improvertleilt, 
feim to be thrown away'. They ha'Vd eye^, btft they 
fee hot ; ears haVe they, bu^ they hear hot. iThey 
jpals through a country full of inftrudive fcenes, andiftJ 
terefiing occurrences, but they travel in a he^rfe. 
And here many religious people feettt p^ctflJastly de- 
ficient ; they perpetually remind us of the obfervatioiij 
** the children of this world are' wifer in th^lr genera- 
«'tioh than the ehildr^h of light;'^ They are atway* 
roving from end pubHc affembly to another, 'and are 
ttevei^ atone. 1?hef- hear much, and think Kttle. Evelf 
die kind of information they obt^Uj ohen fiifves dAfy 
fo draw them awiaiy from things of Immediate totiCtm^ 
jtnd to ^fq^ialify them for the &vm^ ^ the ftationd in 
irhich they move.- "With theiir eye» ftr etched to th^ 
ends of the earth, or roving among the ftar»,they go 
an regardlefs of any thing before them, aiid fatt oter 
every ftiimbling-biock hi the road. 

Whereas *« the wifdom <)f the priident is taunder^ 
^^ ftand his way.'* " The prudent man looketh weB 
^ to his going. '^ He draws down his khiowfedge from 
fpecuiation, and ufes it in common- life. He judge* 
df the value of his nodons by their utility. Ht fttid- 
ies his ^harader and condition. He examines his ddn-^ 
^ers, his talents, his opportunities. He rtvarks evette* 
as they arife, and has a plan to receive them. He 
ififtmguiifheis times, pl^es, circumftances. He difcert* 
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both :^he& to ke^ filence, and when to fpeak. He 
r4prcrves with (kill. He gives with judgment. He 
^< approves things that are excellent/' 

Thirdly. You are to avoid iKtEMPERANGE. There 
is a fenfe in which this wox4 niay be applied to the 
inind as well as the body. For we are required to 
think foberly ; to keep all our paffions within due 
bounds ; to moderate our defires to enjoy jsarthly 
pleafures, and our anxieties to acquire worldly poffef- 
iion$. Our Saviour therefore commands his difciples 
" to take heed left at any time their hearts fhould be 
*^ overcharged,^ not only ** with furfeiting and drunk- 
** ennefs," but alfo ^ the cares of this life^ and fo that- 
*« day Ihould come upon them unawares/* The mo- 
tive is as pertinent as it is awful ; for if \Vfe are^ 
to live in expedation of this important event, and are 
to be fo habitually prepared for it as hot to be taken 
by furprife when it comes ; it is neceflary that we 
fliould he temperate in aU things. 

The word however principally refers to moderation 
in fatisfying our bodily appetites. But can it be need- 
ful to enlarge upon a fubjed like this in a Chriftian 
congregation ? Surely fomething far fliort of the pure 
and exalted fyftcm of the.Gofpel would be fuffident to 
reftrain men from degrading themfehres below the 
beafts that perifli. Surely we need not interpofe the 
authority of God, and reveal the mifery he has prepar- 
ed in another world, in order to keep them frtnii be- 
ing gluttons and drunkard^;. Againfl: this. Heathen-^ 
i{m eixclaims j Nature rifes up ; Health preaches. Ixi-^ 
temperance is arnugned and punifhed here. It im*' 

poveriihes our drcumftances* It beggars our famn 

Ss 
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lies. It renders the body lazy and fickly^ and breeds 
all manner of difeafes^ It befots the mind) and ftuj^- 
fies reafon ; it impedes with filthy crudities the vay 
through which the fiHiits fhould pafs, said bemli^s 
the foul fo that it drags mn heavily ; it unfits for every 
duty,* and prepares for every fin. Surely cftie half of 
this is enough to make you flee all intemperance $ 
and to kad you not only to avoid the greyer exceifes 
of this infamy, but to abhor every degree of aj^roach 
to it. Shun therefore thofe ^* whofe God is their bel- 
** ly,and whofe glory is in their jfhame.'' Scorn die bcMi- 
dage of corruption. Difdain to be the ilaves of a pam- 
pered appetite. Never advance to the bounds of things 
lawful. Beware of beginnings, and the ^xcufes which 
would authorize them. ** But put ye on the Lord Je- 
V fus Chrift, and make not provifign for the flefli to 
« fulfiji the lufts thereof." 

Fourthly. You are to add to your temperance p^t- 
TiENCE. There is an obvious and ftriking rdation be.. 
tween thefe. The one requires us to bear, the other 
to forbear. The one regards the good things^ the odi- 
• er the evil things of the world. By temperance we 
al*e preferved under the fmilee of ptofperity, and by^ 
patience we encounter the frowns of advejrfity. ThdJs 
two therefore fumiih us " with the armour of rig^- 
'' teoulhefs on the right hand and on the left.'* Axid 
the one is as neceffary as the other. For you vnll not 
be aflailed from ene fide only*. When the weather 
is fair, fhe road agreeable, and the adjokiing gloves 
and meadows very alluring, you are in danger of pauf-- 
ing and wandering ; but the ftorm driving in your 

face, and your feet fmking in deep mire where tibere 
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is no {landing } you will fometime&be difcouraged be* 
caufi^ of the way, queilion whether you are right, and 
<lebate with youifelves whether^ to advance or turn 
back. Yes, Chrifti^M^, you will have need of pa- 
tience, and perhaps of much more than you are aware> 
You know not what a day will bring forth. " Rich- 
**e$"in%y ^*make to themfelves wings, and flee away." 
Your f^ friends may deal deceitfully with you as a 
** brOok/' 'Your prefent comforts may become yoiu* 
greateft troubles. Trials which fo far from exped- 
ifig never entered your thoughts, may fuddenly arife. 
Has not this world been always a vale of tears ? Did 
any of y6ur brethren who were before you eicape for- 
row ? Are you not aiTured that it is through much 
tribulatioa you muft enter the Kingdom ? But patience 
will prepare you for every changing fcene^ and every 
differing hour. What it cannot remove, it will allevi- 
ate ; what it cannot diminifli, it will ftrengthen you 
to besff. It will produce a compo&ire which will al- 
low you to difcover every favourable circumilance in 
your fituation ; a filenc^ which will enable you to 
hear every meifage of the Rod. ^^ Let patience have 
^^ her perfed work, that ye may be perfed and en« 
** th-e, lacking nothing/* 

fifthly. Godliness is indifpenfable. Courage 
and Prudence, Temperance and Patience, would be 
no Chriftian qualities, if in the exercile of thetn 
we were not influenced by fuitable regards to God, 
Without this reference, our religion is nothing 
more than morality ; odr pradice has no adequate 
Iprinciple ; our duties are in vain as to their accep- 
tance ; an^ precarious, variable, lifelefs, irkfome 
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tks to their performance. When we are governed by 
the authority of God, and make his word our rule, and 
his glory our aim, we pleafe him ; and though our 
Cervices are attended with many imperfeftions, they 
are accepted. When we love and fear him, when we 
realize his prefence, confide in his mercy, implore his 
grace, and maintain continual communion wkh him 
. through the mediation of his Son and by the Influ- 
ences of his Spirit, our work becomes otr privilege ; 
all is enlivened; all is fecured. In this' Godline& 
confifts ; it is to bring God into every part of life 
and religion ; to make him the alpha and omega c^ 
all we do. Though morality is diftinguiflied from 
godlinefs, it always and infeparabty attends it ; and 
lie never performs his duty towards God, who lives un- 
righteoufly towards man : " If a man fay, I love God^ 
" andhateth his btother,heis a liar ; for hethatloveth 
**not his brother whom he hath feen,how can he love 
** God whom he h^th not feen ? And this conunand- 
^ ftient have we from him. That he who loveth (}od, 
^* love his brother alfo.^* Hence 

Wearetoadd to Godlinefs, brotherly kind- 
5t^Ess. And who are our brethren ? All Chriftians. 
Powever they may differ from us, in their age, their 
drefs, their features, they are all children of the fame 
Father, members of the fame fiimily, heirs of the fame 
grace, travellers towards the fame heavenly country. 
They have therefore claims upon us ; and we are to 
aid and relieve them. " Whofo hath this world's 
** good, and feeth his brother have need, and fhutteth 
^* up his bowels of compaflion from him, how dwell- 
^^ cjfii the love of God in him ? L§t ps' pot love k^ 
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^* word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.!' 
Who are our brethren ; all mankinds " God hath 
*^ made of one blood" all the nations of the earth ; 
they poffefs the fame powers of confcience, reafon, 
and immortality ; they are capable of the fame privi- 
leges ; need the fame fuccours ; are liable to the fame 
^affliOions. Hence love, good-will to the whole human 
race finiihes the train, and becomes " the bond of per- 
^\ feanefs/' And— 

• — ^To Brotherly kindnefs, charity. Thus we are 
** the children of our Father which is in heaven : for 
■** he maketh his fun to rife on the evil and on the 
good, and fendeth rain on the juft and on the un* 
juft." Thus every difpute concerning the extent or 
limitation of benevolence is fettled. As we have oppor- 
tunity, we are to do good unto all men, efpecially 
unto THEM who are of the household of jaith. 
-** To fome indeed I am peculiarly bound, to few only 
^* can I be perfonally ufeful ; but my kind wifhes and 
^* prayers extend to every individual of the human 
" race. By the law of the Gofpel I am required to 
*^ cherifh in my bofom thofe fentiments of benevo- 
*^ lence which are only hindered from being univerlal 
^* in their e^scercife by inability and neceflity.*' 

Thus you are to add to your faith, virtue ; to vir* 
tue, knowledge ; to knowledge, temperance ; to tem- 
perance, patience ; to patience, godlinefs ; to godli- 
nefs, brodierly kindnefs ; and to brotherly kindnels, 
charity. But let us, 

II. Inquire how this is to be accomplifhed. The 
:?poftle tells us ; It is l?y giving all dilicence, 
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To excite you to this, we would remind you, that 
thefe things deferve your diligence, that diligence will 
fecure them, and that they cannot be attained with* 
out diligence. 

Firft. Thefe things deserve your duligekge. 
It is pitiable to fee men employing their zeal and con- 
fuming their ftrength upon trifles ; but this is the 
cafe with regard to the purfuits of thoufands. You 
may alk them as they rufli by, " Wherefore do ye 
" fpend your money for that which is not bread, and 
" your labour for that which fatisfieth not ?" None 
of thefe things can reKere them in their greatefl: exi- 
gencies, promote their chief interefts, reward them 
for their toil, or indemnify than for the facrifices they 
itiake. But this cannot be faid of fpiritual bleiSng^ 
and graces. Thefe arc in the fight of God of great 
price. They are neceffary to man. They puriiy his 
paffions, and tranquillize his confclence. They en- 
rich, they dignify him ; they are his perfedion* Thef 
unake him happy in himfelf, and render him a blef- 
fmg to all around him. Conceive how ftriking and 
how ufefiil a fingle ifidividuil would be if feen, thus 
adorning the doftrine df God our Saviour in all 
things ; not only a believer, but courageous ; not 
only courageous, but wife j not only wife, but felf- 
denying, and gentle, and jrious ; and all this followed 
by kindnefe and benevolence ! What then would a 
number of thefe charaflers accomplifh as they paffed 
along through life ? They would look forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the fun, and ter- 
rible as an army with banners ; bearing down re- 
proach,, difarming infidelity, putting to filence the ig* 
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nor^ce of fooUfli men, and conftratnii^ beholders to 
giorify God in the day of vifitation. 

Secondly. Diligence will infallibly sbcurs 
thefe things. In the career of worldly good^ many 
run, but few obtain the prize ; and the race is not to 
the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, neither yet 
bread to the wife, nor yet riches fo men of lender- 
ftanding, nor yet favour to men of (kill \ but time and 
chance happeneth to them all. Fame depends upon 
a combination of circumftaoces, which may never re- 
turn. A defpifed rival may fuddenly rife up, and car- 
ry off an acquifition which you had been purfuing in- 
ceffantly through life. Though the fower foweth in 
hope many things may fruftrate his expedations. 

But to the righteous there is a fure reward.'* " He 

that goeth forth weepeth, bearing precious feed,. 

^all doubtiefs return again yith rejoicing, bringing 
** his ,fbeaves with him." " Alk, and it Ihall be giyeu 

you i feek, and ye fhall find ; knock, and it fhall 

be opened unto you ; for every one that aiketh, re- 
*' ceiveth j and he that feeketh, findeth, and to him 
*' that knoc^eth, it Ihall be opened." In the world 
men fpare no pains, decline no difficulty, fear no haz- 
ard, though they have nothing more than probability 
to excite and encourage them ; and ihall we be infen- 
fible and motionlefs, who have nothing lefs than adwj» 
al certainty ? 

Thirdly. There is no attaining these THINOS 
WITHOUT diligence. Diligence is indifpenfable. 

. Indifpenfable, if we appeal to analogy. You muft 
labour even for '' the meat that perifheth." Through . 
what a fucceffion of procefe does your bread paft b«* 
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fate itihe preparjb4 for ufe ! The fame may be faid of' 
raiment ; of tr^de ; of fcience ; of every thing valii-- 
able and excellent, you do not expeft to, gain them 
without diligence ; you would not efteenx and prize; 
them if you could* 

" Oo earth nop^t precious is obtain *dy 

** But what is painful too. 

'^ Bv travail, and TO 'travail born, 

** Our Cibbathi are but few.** . 

> 

•— rindifpenfable, if we appeal to tjie charader o(sL 
Chriftian. He is a merchant, a fcholar, a hufband- 
tnan, a traveller, a foldifer. The anxiety of the mer* 
chant, the application of the fcholar, Che hardy toil of" 
the huflbandmaii, the virearying progrefs of the travel-^ 
ler, the painful exercife of the foldier, are iniagfeS' 
ilrhich ill accord with indolence arid eafe; ^ 

— ^Indilpenfable, if w* appeal to the promiies of the 
GofpeL Thefei all require it, encourage it, produce 
it. Is God faid to work in us to will and to do' of his 
own good pleafure ? It is made a motive to induce tlis 
to work out our own falvation with fear and trem- 
bling. Has he engaged to renew our ftrength ? It is 
when we are waiting upon him j this is the condition. 
I^ is that we may mount up with wings as eagles, that 
we may run and npt be weary, and walk and not feint ;' 
tfils is the defign. And if the promifes of divine grace 
do not fuperfede the neceffity of diligence, what elfe* 
c$ui render it needlefs ? 

Awake, then, my fellow Chriftiansy and be zealous. 
Be not fatisfied with your prefent attainments ; bat 
forgetting the things which are behind, and reaching' 
forth unto thofe things which are before J^e ever prdlM 



itig *it8wi^fis*fe^thark 'for khe ^riieicrf ihc Ihigfa/caH- 
%g^bf^eyj VGh«ft Jeftw^ 'Oth^i^ «;^i^e -ambitiotis, 
cciVfetyfe^saK?^- 4'he ledrhed a^eaaaittg to. their in- - 
Velle^ftlialtt^allii'es ;; the honourable '«¥^'a(*ling to 
their fplendour and'SItinftio^ ; the rich are adding 
houfe to houfe, and field to field ; and none of them 
faith, *' It is enough/* And have you no concern to 
go from ftrength to ftrength, to be changed from glo- 
ry to glory, to ihine more and more unto the perfeft 
day ? Will not you add to your faith, virtue ; and to 
virtue, knowledge j and to knowledge, temperance ; 
'and to temperance, patience ; and to patience, godli- 
nefs ; and to godlinefs, brotherly kindnefs ; and to 
brotherly kindnefs, charity ? 

Here, my Brethren, call forth all your diligence. 
Here is a prize which is able to reward it, which will 
afitiredly crown it ; but which it is impoffible to ac- 
quire without it. Keep this always in your remem- 
brance, that there k only one way to profper in relig- 
ion ; that your ftrength is not to fit ftill ; that fome- 
thing more is neceflary th^ airy notions, ileepy wifh- 
es, feeble refohidons, wavering and cold endeavours ; 
th at temptations are to be refifted, obftacles to be over- 
come, means to be incellantly ufed, efpedally prayer, 
that divine Grace my be mighty in you, and fufficient 
for you. " He Jpecometh poor that dealeth with a flack 
^^ hand ; but the hand of Ae diligent maketh rich.'' 
** The foul of the fluggard defireth* and hath noth- 
« ing ; but the foul of the diligent Ihall be made fat.*' 
** And we defire that every one of you do (hew the 
fame diligence to the full aifurance of hope unto the 
end ; that ye be not flothfiil ; but followers rf them, 
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^ who through faith an4 patknce inherit tfie promif- 
es." " Wher^ore, my beloved Brethren, be yfi 

* (ledfaftjUnlRoyeable, always abounding in the work 
' t)f the Lord, forafmuch as ye know tihat your 1^- 

• hour is not \n vain in the Ijpr^*'' • 
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ECCLES. VIU. 11. 

^ecaufe fentence dgdinjl an evit work is not eicecuUd 
fpeedilyy therefore the heart df the fins of men h fully 
Jet in them to do eh)ih - 

My brethren, to kiiow things in their 

j^rmciples hafe always been deemed the bigheft kifid of 

fcience. Th^ attention of a Viilgaf mind may be rouf- 

ed by eflfesSs ; but a .wife man looks back from con* 

lequences to the caufe, aiid eipl6res the fourde ofthe 

difeafe, iii otdef to pMcribe mof e 'ceA:ainly the means ' 

bfcui^e. * . 

That there is much wickednefs in the world is uh- 

deniable; ' Whence does it arife ? Solohion Views • it 

ias refulting from an Abufe df Divine Fort>earance. 

Ndt that this is the drily foUrce of ini<|uity ; but it is 

a veiy powerful, and a very: pi*evaiHng oae. In fuch 

a dreadful courfe a^ Sin, a man needs' ehcourage- 

inent ; arid he awfully derives it frorii the goodnefs 

arid long-ftiffering of his God. " Becaufe f€^ntence 

** againft an evil Work is not executed Ipeedily, thete- 
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" fore the heart of the fons of men is fully fet in them 
" to do evil" 

Ther^ is a sentence denounced against 
Sin. The ekecutioh ds'iilts commonly i.on& 
SUSPENDED. • This delay emboldens the sinker 
IN HIS CRIMES. Thefe three things are obvioufly 
coataiqed in the words before us ; Mid with thefe I 
woUld engage yourprefeht itteiition. ** Tdidaytf ye 
*' will hear his voice, harden not your heart." 

I. Sin is deferyfidly called an evil work. \ 
fear none of us are fufficiently impreffed with a /enfe 
.-ftf its wleaiBfs ;ind>ffl|?ilig»ity, it^ « th,e ,ycfl^k-, pf )^ 
« 4e*yil." Jt is ft)%,-wgi^tttude, ^.ej^^ljipn, .tr^on. 
It degrades the foul ; it defiles tbe.^p^l. It,rQbp us 
of the likenefs, the prefence, the favour of God. How 
d^orable arp its sppffttju^cqs ! y^^t piifery has it 
(Produqed ! Eor *t ^spRot gp.,s^ippj^fljed- ?)^^^e js 

A SENa^ENCE,»3N.0U^CW>VVGAJtN,S;r IT. 

. . -God-is fif « p?ir;er .eye? ..<j«p,to >ehQ)ld ^f^ty :" 
^,iie.is -a^gry with 4»e j«icfeed „^v^ry ,(^y." g^t 

. what isra^gerM GoA ? Not apaOio^ but ^-.piw^^^le, 
a determination to punifh. It is juftice, and [^ juf- 

4ce i3.^fe(itialto;^ifiai^^a<jjf W8,ci>sua^^ and 
'■w«>.«0vld. naith^ adfi^e pl•4oye^^im,7f wc^ie^f^ 
.^trbeiWswin4i^nt,to,^ev>l,i^^ Wt; Qf^ti^.b- 
•wite^ 49%«Qi by<*^feoysi*efffQl%e,off,^,i^. 
; taires. .What ^miM ryf>fi rtbiskfpfiatfMjp^i^,^© 
iftjHOd *SbfflM--^enAjf0|(l.jp 'VjiJii j" <^\^l^<f^.^jvhiea 
'yaM)led^l»^qre^•hi^^ qo^.^k^o ^Rd#yad^dj^f|^ PWBP'- 
-<y,.faftd-:j»ojber»who.tfcad jf^lf4 y<wr.:<W».l%«iM 
3faBki«««i>fey, wW;^Vis?J*at; to^me ? rWttuld,»au not 
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«3^clamr--Wliy , are yau not ", a mii^fter o( God for 
** good, a revenger to execute wratfi upon him that 
*f jioeth eyU ?!* . Criijies, in ail TR^elf-govemed empires, 
^^ puni|l^€rd ; an4 on their puniftuhent much of our 
peace an4 faf^ty depends. Hence pnfons are as nee- 

. effary ^ Jip.ufis$, anff our houfes would afiprd us ho 
jfecurify without: pnfons. What would be the confer 
^uenpe of the ajbro^tion of al^ the penalties attached to 
crwes U3i this country, but difordef, aiharchy, roKbe- 
^, ^^d mui;d.^r i 

' . God is the governor of the world. But there is 
fxo ffoveminc: without laws, and laws are riothiriK 
Without lantuons ; from tnefe they denve theu* forcfe- 
aiyl th^ ei^icacy. Laws iflued py a legiflator uhac- 
cpniyg^ed wih threatenings, would tehannlefs, a!nd 
inlpmng np .tensor , would be triced with, orcoriridef"- 
led o^ly as advice. Thus the notion of punifliment 
/ollqwjs l^p^ the . y^ coi^IUtution of law. ^ .ff "^any 
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iGjpd ha» giy^n us ;(houl|i be cheerfully obeyed' for 
tjti^r pyijn ^^'^i* (?^e answer, Pirft, tKat man was 
-p^i^ly made capable offes^r, jmd ftat^'God'evm 
, in ai^f e of jnijiocei^qy addreffed himfelf to this pst 
•lipn jto^aid ,his autlioniy and fecure his dominion. 
Witnefs the threatqmnff, '"In tlie day tW tlhou eit- 
.f' <^ jlierepf thou pialt furely die." Secondly, as 

mmi.]mderthe.d6mimonof fe^^ fuch a revelation 
or .terror .is become far more neceflary to check 
i^ m^^f^^^^mK^^ Vyeak thcjforc^ pf temgta- 
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denoimcad againft every tranfgreflbr; . Do you aflfc 
where it is recorded ? 

Look within thee, O man, and read it there ;. f^efad 
it in the trouble, the femprfe, the forebodings of thy 
own confcience. Why are you uneafy when any 
thing reminds you of the. approach of Deity ? Whelic^ 
has' fickixefs, a fudden death, aii opening grave, fuch 
power to alarm you ? Why are' you unwilling to be 
alone, and why do you require a fucceffioii of bufinefs 
and diverfion to maintain your tranquillity ? Are not 
th^fe things ' more frequently your refuge than your 
choice ? And are you not fearful to leave any hour 
unfilled up, left a faithful monitor, finding you difen- 
gaged, {hould afford you employment ? Why are you 
uneafy, not only for the time, but for weeks and 
months after the cdntradtion of the guilt ? Why ai*e 
you uneafy, not only when you are difcdvered, biit 
when no eye fees you ? Why are you uneafy, not only 
when you haveexpofed yourfelves to the penalty of civ- 
il law, but when you have comiliitted crimes for which 
you are amenable to lip earthly trlbuiial ? What judge, 
whatprifpn is it youthen dread ? Why do you not fhake 
oflFthefe terrorsi and be a man ? Why do you fuflfer thefti 
to follow youintofolitude and into company ? Turn and 
frown them back, and fiiffer your peace of mind to be 
no longer difturbed. Ah ! it is in vain to argue againft a 
truth which depends not only on i-eafoning but fenti- 
ment ; and to apjiihilate a principle interwoven in hii- 
man nature by the finger ofGod. Where is it recorded ? 

Examine the hiftory of mankind, and read it thei^e^ 
See it in the Expulfion o^ yoAder happy Pair frdm 
Paradife j in the Flood which deftroyied the world 0/ 
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the ungodly ; in the Fire and Brimftone which con- 

JUmed the. cities of the plain. Go, and read it infcri- 

bed on the Pillar of Salt, and engraven on the arms 

rolled to the fliore of the Red Sea. Viqw it in the 

defolatidns of a People hated and fcattered, once the 

lavQurites of Heaven ; ^ew it in every calamity, in 

every difeafe, in every death. Where is it recorded ? 

Open the Bible, and penife it there. . There y«u 

read that the foul that finneth it fhall die. There the 

wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all un- 

righteoufnefs and ungodUnefs of men. Sometimes 

' it is expfeffed in fimple termS| and more frequently 

in figurative language. Soinetimes a little of it h dif- 

tinftly fpecified, but often the whole is Jeft in dread- 

; ful obfcurity. Sometimes we fee the curfe coming to 

rpieet the finner, and beginning his mifery here ; but 

imore generally we are led forward td eternity ; for 

the pfefent is bnl^ a ftate of trial, the future is a 

world of retribution ; here we only fow, there we 

fhall reap j the fentence is already denounced, but 

the infliftion is commonly long fufpended. This is the 

II. Divifion of oiir fuhjeS. Sentence againft an 
evil work is not speedily executed. Here how- 
ler we wifh to obferve. That there is no uncertain- 
ty as to its final accomplifliment ; it is tsiken for grant- 
ed that it will be executed. *' God is not amanihat 
* ' he fhouid lie, or the fon of man that he fhould re- 
^^ pent : hath he faid, and fliali he not do it ? or hath 
<^ he fpoken, and fhall he not make it good ?*' " Heav- 
^* en and earth fhall pafs away, but my wpid fhall not 
^^ pafs away.'* It may be alfo remarked. That he 
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ji(D|^ iiot always defeV the execu^^n of the ferafenife. 
^eh hs^ve periflied even m their cnnie^. ^tniefs'tne, 
^ertnidion of Corah and his' company. The f^jifbTy 
pf 0chazi, ^ The d^ 6f Anaiiias 'aiiii Sap-pWfa. 



enJ proceedings of the Supreme Bemg. with niuch 
.long-fufferi^g he endures the provocations of the un- 
flQodly, and delayjS trom day to day and from year to 
year the wra,th which they have deferved. He is' ubw 
^tp anger, and punilljies with teluftahce. Judgm^nf is 
J(iis iirange work. Patience is one of tfie aiftmguifli- 
^ ioff glories 01 his character. 'It is often 'afcnfeed to 
imp m .Spnpture ; and the exercue of it appears in 
numberlefe and undeniable mftances. Tlie ofd'wOTid 
was warned sm nundred afid twenty years oeiore the 
fiood^came^ and took them all away. Fpur'hunared 
years He.futtejed* the Aniprites ^'fill'ujp ttie'ifeea&fere 
^ of their injKjuiti^^. Pprty y ^krs Ibiig ifcras Tie 'gffeyed 
with die Jews in the wilderhefs.^ Ifwe take thelufto- 
ry of this people ages after, we liear the' God! of Pa- 
tience in laiigi^age the moi^ e^quifitely tender faying, 
" How ^fhaUA give thee up, Ephraim ? how (hall I de- 
** Uyer thee,;0 Ifr?iel^ How^fliall I m^l^e thee as ad* 
^ m^k ? hpw fliall I fet thiee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is 
** turned witMd mig, my rfepentings are kindled togeth- 
•* er.** And are not yqu, are not aljl ^f you exam- 
files ? Can yim cofafider the time of yAiir provocation j 
the number of your cd9Fences \ ' thfe aggravations of your 
ifu<^ties ; ^d not lay with w^6nder and' admiration, 
** It iis of the Lord's mercies that i¥e al-e not confumed, 
** becaufe his companions fail not V* Let us take 
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fome particular views of this difpenfation, that we 
may difcorer the principles from which it fprings, and 
the purpofes which it is defigned to anfwer. 

We are obvioufly intended for a focial ftate ; but 
* the intercourfe we are required to maintain with our 
feliow-creatures expofes us . to innmnerable provoca- 
tions and offences ; and the effeds of fudden and un« 
controuled refentments would be fatal to ourfelves and 
others* Hence we are commanded to be ^^ flow to 
" wrath i" and to be "patient towards all men/' And 
in this forbearance God places himfelfbeforeus as our 
example. Heteachesusadivineleflbnofmeeknefsand 
kindnefs ; and calls upon us to cheriih that gentlenefs 
which is not eafily provpked, and to reprefs thofe paf- 
fions which would impel us to revenge. *' Therefore 
^^ is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain 
«« king, which would take account of his fervants* 
^* And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
^^ unto him which owed him ten thoufand talents : 
<^ but forafmuch as he had not to pay, his lord com- 
^^manded him. to be fold, and his wife and children, 
** and all that he had, and payment to be made. The 
♦♦ fervant, therefore, fell down, and worfhipped him, 
** faying. Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 
" thee allk Then the lord of that fervant was moved 
^^ with compaflion, and loofed him, and forgave Mm 
^^ ti^ debt. But the fame fervant went out, and found 
^^ one of his fellow-fervants, which owed him an hun- 
^^ dred pente ; and he laid hands on him, and took 
" him by the throat, faying. Pay me that thou oweft. 
*^ And his lellow-liftrvant fell down at his feet, and be- 
^* (ought him, faying. Have patience with me, and I 
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" will pay thee all. And he would not ; but went 
" and caft him into prifon till he (hould pay the debt. 
" So when his fellow-fervants faw what was done, they 
*' were very forry, and came and told unto their lord 
" all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had 
" called him, faid unto him, O thou wicked fervant, 
" I forgave thee all that debt, becaufe thou defiredft 
•' me : fhouldeft not thou alfo have had compai&on 
*^ on thy fellow-fervant, even as I had pity on thee ? 
*' Anji his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
*' tormentors, till he fliould pay all that was due unto 
** him. So likewife fliall my heavenly Father do al* 
*' fo unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not eve- 
" ry one his brother their trefpaffe^.** 

If the commiffion of fin were always immediately 
followed with the puiufliment of it, this world would 
not be a flate of probation ; obedience would not be 
voluntary but forced ; we ihould walk not by faith 
but by fight ; we fliould not honour God by our confi- 
dence in his perfections and in the difpenfations of 
his Providence ; he would not be *' a God hiding 
*' himfelf ;** his "judgments'* would not be " a great 
" deep j'* and the whole nature and defign of religion 
would be fubverted. 

If the wrath of God inftantly cruflied every tranf- 
greffpr, he would be. the deftroyer rather than. the 
governor of the world. To defl;roy^ is . comparatively 
eafy, and difcovers little perfection ; but the wifdom 
of God appears in reigning over the extravagance of 
the world j in taking into his plans fuch diverfities and 
contradictions, and binding eyery thing he meets* 
with, however adverfe to his own purpofes.; in bring- 
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mg good out of evil, and order out of confufion ; in 
making the wrath of man to praife him. It is alfo wor- 
thy of our remark, that many of thofe who deferve de- 
ftruftion are ufeful in the prefent ftate of the world ; 
they are able to promote the arts and fciences ; and 
are qualified to render great fervices to a country. 
Such men are links in the chain of providence, and 
their deftiny fecures them. There are alfo purpofes 
which the wicked only can accomplifli. God calls 
the Affyrian, The rod of his anger and the ftaff of his 
indignation; and fays^" I will fend him againft an 
hypocritical nation, and againft the people of my 
wrath will I give him a charge, to take the fpoil, and 
to take the prey, and to tread them down like the 
** mire in the ftreets.'* When he had fulfilled the de- 
iigns of Heaven, in puniihiig fome and chaftifing oth- 
ers, he was laid aiide; The ungodly by their contin- 
uance are ufeful to the righteous. They exercife their 
patience, call forth their zeal, and wean them from 
the prefent world. 

Mankind dre fo varioufly and intimately blended 
together; that it i§ fcarcely poflible to ftrike an individ- 
ual only, without affefting others. Now the Judge 
of all the earth will not punifh mdifcriminately, and 
deftroy the righteous with the wicked. He would 
rather fpare athoufand enemies, thaninjure one friend. 
Ifeten righteous men had been found in Sodom, the 
plaoe woxdd have been preferved. The angel did^not, 
yea hefaid he coi^ld not, do any thing tiU Lot was 
fafely efcap^d. Why were not the meffengers fuffer- 
ed to eradicate the tares ? Becaufe it would have been 
doing an injuftice to them ? No j but left " in gath- 
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^ eimg up the tares^ they ihoaldalfi> root up the wheat 
"withthem/V 

But above alljtbe goodnefs of God is to be acknowl- 
edged in this difpenfetion. « The Lord is not flack 
concerning his promife, as fome men count flacks 
nefe ; but is long'-fufFering to us-ward, not wiUingt 
♦' that any (hould perilh, but that all flionld come to 
repentance/' We are to " account that the loi^- 
fuffering of our Lord is falvation/' We fee thfe 
exemplified in Saul of Tar&s. Had he in his way 
to Damafcus, been fmitten to hell when he was ftruck 
to the ground, he l^d never obtained mercy^ never 
have been a Chriftian^ a Preacher, an Apoille. While 
tiie execution of the criminal is ftill fu^nded, a par- 
don may arrive ; while life continues, diere is a pof^ 
fibillty of repentance. " i will give Jxim," fays God^ 
a longer period ; other means may be more efiec<^ 
tual. I will afford him a feafon of rteoUefiion | 
he may come to himfelf. I wilMeave hiib ; J&onghtr 
** fulnefs may fucceed levity ; difappointment may 
** break the charm which now fafcinates him* He 
^^ is near the melancholy confequeiKces of his perverfe* 
*^ hefs J then he will know what an evil and bitter 
*^ thing it is to foriake the Lord. At fuch a time he 
•^ 'mil lofe the defire of his eyes wiAa flroke, atnd 
** two children fhall' follow dieir mother to the grave j 
^^' then he will enter his clofet, and fay. And now, 
" Lord, what wait Ifor ? my hope is even and only 
*' in Thee/* Here Chriftians, iflknew yonr fcifto^^ 
ries, perhaps I could fay to one of you, O ! it was 
weR you died not before a change in your affairs oc** 
eafioned your removal to that cky ; for there you 
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*« heard words whereby you were fiived." To anoth- 
er. You were mercifully fpared till Providencebrought 
you that religious Friend ; for he^' guided your feet 
" into the path of peace/' To a durd, What if you 
had been cut oflf in your fin ! You went on forwardly j 
you proceeded from evil to evil ; a change appeared 
hopelefs ; but by and by you began to be in want ; 
all prodigal ad you were, you faid, ^^ I will arife and 
*^ go to my &ther ;" nor was it too late* He came 
forth to meet you ; ^* received you. gracioufly 
^* and loved you freely." ^* Tlierefore doth the 
^^ Lord wait that he may be gracious, and therefore , 
<^ will he b^ exalted, that he may have mercy upon 
*^ you/* Such is the d^fign of this fufpenfion j but, 
al^ ! *^ let issf&m be fliewed to the wkk^, yet wiU 
^^ he not l^am righteoufhefe ;" snd Solomon reminds 

US, 

III. That the depravity of man turns divine ckmeo* 
cy into prefumption, and abufes the patience which 
bears with him to purpoies the molt vile. ^' Becaufe 
'^ fentence againft an evil work is not executed fpee- 

"dily, THEREFORE THE HEART OF THE SONS OF 

" Men is fully set ik them to do evii./* 

In this mode of proceedmg there is fomething fpe- 
dhous. ^J^xsk is a rational creature, and is obUged to 
give his actions a colour of reafon. What he cannot 
forbear, he will endeavour to juflify ; what he cannot 
juftify, he will extenuate ; what he cannot exten^iate, 
he will excufe y and imhappily he pofliefles no little in^ ^ 
genuity in devifing excufes to authorize the pafElons^ 
or to keep off remorfe and alarm. 
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When men begin a wicked coiirfe, confdence is ten-^ 
der> fcrupulous, feaffuL They are foon terrified, 
and often look immediately for the puniihment they 
have deferved ; but it does not arrive. They ven- 
ture again ; the expe&ation diminifhes* After many 
fuccefles and impimides they go forward careleisly 
and boldly.* What they once approached with hefita- 
tion, now grown f;lmiliar, ceafes to fhock. What 
once made them tremble, is now ridiculed as a trifle. 
Where confcience once thirtidered, it is now fcarc^ly 
heard. They cannot think that what produces no 
evil confequences can be fo bad as they -once appre- 
hended. They infer from the di\dhe indulgence, ^- 
ther that there is no God, or no Providaice ; dther 
that God does not attend to thefe things, or will not 
puniih them ; or derive from his lenity fuch views of 
his goodnefs as lead them to conclude that it has no 
bounds. There is a difpofidon in the mind to reafon 
from the paft to the future. Thus becaufe rq)rieved 
fo often, Pharoah concluded he fhould efcape again j 
ahd this encouraged him to renew his difobedience. 
And thus He who affigfts motives and gives language 
to aftions, has faid, "There fliall come in the laft days 
fcoflfers, walking aft^r thdr own lufts and faying. 
Where is the promife of his coming ? for fince the 
fathers fell afleep all things continue as fhey were 
from the beginning of the creation.'* " Thefe things 
haft thou done, and I kept filence : and thou thought- 
eft that I was altogether fuch an. one as thyfelf. He 
hath faid in his heajt, I fhall not be moved : for I 
fliall never be in adverfity.'* " Wherefore doth 
^* the wicked contemn God ? He hath faid in his heart. 
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^ Thou wilt not require it." ** Becaufe fentence a- 
** gainft an evil work is not executed fpeedily, therefore 
** the heart of the fons of men is fully fet in them to 
** do evil.'* Nothing is more common, nothing more 
vile, nothing more fatal than this perverfion. 

Firft. Solomon does not draw the refleftion from 
a few fingle inftances. Nothing is more common 
than this abufe. Perhaps many of you are examples 
of it. To decide this I alk. Would you have continu- 
ed in your linful courfes to this hour, had you not been 
perfuaded that God would bear with you ? Would 
you now perpetrate another crime, if you fuppofed 
that .God would inftantly deftroy ybu for it ? Why 
then it is the long-fuflfering of God, that encourages 
and emboldens you to go forward, and you are evil 
becaufe he is good* ' 

Secondly. Nothing can be more vile and bafe than 
this abufe. Clemency aflFords you a fhelter from the 
ftonn^ and you enter ; and then wound your kind 
Benefactor, and wound him BECAUSE he had pity up- 
on you. Had you the leaft ingenuoufnefs, you could 
not help admiring and loving and ferving fuch a Be- 
ing ; but you infult him because of his excellen- 
cies and loving-kindneffes. You fin becaufe grace 
abounds, and choofe to appear a monfter in a garb 
of ingratitude blacker than hell. 

Thirdly. Be affured nothing will be more fatal. 

^* God fliall wound the head of his enemies^ and the 

*J'hairy fcalp of fuch an one as goeth on still in 

. •* his trefpaffes.** Mercy is your final refource ; and 

when this is provoked, to what can you turn ? If a fa- 

( ther difowh you, what expedation can you have from 
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an incenfed adverfary ? God is in this cafe pecuUarly 
concerned to fhew his difpleafure. He defigned this 
long-fuffering to anfwer other purpofes ; and fhall he 
be oT^r-^ruled and mocked ? No ; he will not lofe 
the honour of his pattence» though you may lofe the 
advantage* If it be not glorified in your falvation, it 
will in your deftruftion. Wrath lofes nothing by 
fleeping ; it grows frefher by repofe. The longer the 
ftonebe in defcending, the heavier it falls. Long 
preparation indicates the more dreadful execution. 

Whoever may hope for audience in the day of vifir 
tation, you cannot expeft it. ^* When your fear com- 
<« eth as defolation^ and your deftruftidn cometh as a 
^' whirlwind ; when diftrefs and anguifh cometh upon 
*« you, then Ihall they call upon me, but I will not 

anfwer ; they Ihall feek me early, but they Ihall not 

find me ; for that they hated knowledge, and did 
** not choofe the fear of the Lord : they would none 
*' of my counfel, they defpifed all my reproof. There- 
" fore fhall they eat of their own ways and be filled 
*« with their own devices.*' 

Whoever may hope to come off" with a lighter doom, 
you c^nnpt expefl: it. Thy reckoning is increafed by 
delay ; thou " defpifeft the riches of his goodnefs arid 
*^ forbearance and long-fuffering : not knowing that 
** the goodnefs of God leadethi thee to repentance : 
^ but after thy hardnefs and impenitent heart, treaf- 
*' ureft up imto thyfelf wrath againft the day of wrath, 
*' and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.** 
" But and if that fervant fey in his heart, my Lord di* 
" layeth his coming j and Ihall begin to beat the mtti 
^^ fervants and maidens^ and to eat and drink and to 
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*^ l>6 4^nk^ ; it^ Lor4-of 4hat ferygfit will come ;U} 
«^ aday ,wW% lopkath ^t^or him, and in an hqu{ 
"^f whe^ he i$^ot: aware : axxd W}11 cut him in >fun4^ 
^^ and will af^point him his por4Q;^',wit)ithe w^S^fij 

^ Whoerer m^y^hope tO; be^ affudzd^ i^f .h|fr d^nger^ 
fili;elyMXPV c?im<^ e^iRed i^: ,^VjtJf that being often 
''.K^Wf?^)^^f^^ his JV?plm ihallftiil^nly ^h^ 4«* 
f5 ibpjf^^, and tl»at witho^it ^ren^dj?- " J'F^r.wlfen 
*f.di^y ibs^ Sndj^ty,; thj?n. iud(to /^e* 

« fl:j:^Qn^n)et^ HP^ 

ff ^th jchild.i ai^d; t^^i^^\i¥?^ ^^fcapeu'^ , . i , 
4»^:4» y^u promife yt?ui»fc^ ^^x^ptipn;. always ? 

]Ey4^ tJiftip^iti^ee pf;thfi,yiae*<iirft^^ he 

Vibe vWte4rt9^y?i^lli,^tait tQrWWroiy ^ ;? HwPg 
ftM&ifoi}ongfippq?Wag,.m^^^^^ 4^pBpii May 

he ttftt wiih^yF: tlw ve?y 4^Yfining, laying^ " <) rfhat 
^^ ^OiM/h^ JkiW^^ni In tW^ <hy ^ d^y the^ thing$rw^b 
Ib^eJ^c^ti) t^jpeaoe^ rW j!^9!W »thcy.^u:ie hid |wm 

But at prefent this is not your cafe. Your Ivunpeft 
is not yet pad, your fummer is not yet ended. The 
lives of fome of you are fpared even to old age. Gray 
hairs are here and there upon you ; and each of them 
proclaims the patience of God. You are in his Houfe, 
and before his Throne, and capable of hearing his 
Word. He has feen all your fin, and abhorred all. 
He has had you completely in his power ; he could 
have frowned you into perdition. He has guarded 
you from accidents, and raifed you up from beds of 
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larigtdfliing, ^ ' How ^ many, cmce -your domjiWibB^ iii 
foMy and fin, ha\^e -been' ^iremoved? whfer^' di#'^they 
ribW ? O'lef th^'gobdhefs' ehcoiirage y6ti,;%oft'to'lm 
Iflit to pray. j\f|ifeadh sitidldrieelbfefroi-fe hirti, ^ «■ O 
** thou, who haft given me fpace, give me alfo'girace 
»« to repent. I a«»«j«^ft4fible-bFWy'«gMl^,"^<li of 
*« "thy ^bodhifs: • I Wow know "kMiitketj i h^vfe-de- 
'^''fdNed, aiidt^rikft Wfeafednfefsf Af niercy-fe t^^to 
« beftowl ■ ' I anif-'ffllea %itH foifbw Wd (kaifi^and 
«* felf-a*dn%6i:4,«t(S'fli&k- that I-hiv^'ro'-'^^ '^ 




«' ked thy juffiee,' 
<« jdl 'thbU wiirbjs>%^?ible to fucK an ati^^fiil 
** wr^ttth, istri* iag'c^t 'ilie ttthaifts'-'of a •Gbm Iffej 1 
«hej^tle*^fe' AM tf-«fi, cM^all- PlfJiVe fo'thee; -f/lfe 
«^ 'I'v^ Id*^ mi «b6y. •<^'Migii; iffy ^SSfe a»a fd^fiffi 
«?''^efirfesV%''i'^ffiri^ -Itiftsi'my ifij^rofeteTblef pliri 
*f "Mts— 'Par^n^^-;«eaM.^is ; '.fetfierf rfibvi^. ■ 'attsfckbfej 
«« ahd 1 am J fbUcwiag aSfgr it. "' 4)- iriy- Ckj*! • tinsflflfe 
**'^^tb*un aiicl rioi? be' wei»jr/ and tb • wfelk and noi 
«• •fitrntl"' Mky C6d. Mpk^fovt vMi thde ftiwSrnents, 
To him be glory and dominion for evei^ Stod ever.; 
Amen. "' ' ' 
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tn ibis i^f ihUdren^ijfGqdj^ mah\fe(lyand the, cHil^refi 
//jg^ Go4^ nejitb(s,ir bf,^i{^t /^^ ^^ ^ ^m/i^^f , , 

JVLY Brethren, When Cod would ad- 
saDiuftiHand jefncoiuige 1ieienasj[i in the difcharge' of 
hig offices, / he faidy ^' If thou take fcath the precioui 
^'ftcAa^the evile, thou:lhak'ibe as my^niairthl*'^ vTJhifit 
9A^(s detenhjhesidiiel'ducjr 'of every iPreacher^ "vtbo 
^WuJ4/^make ioUupi^of Mfhii xnmftryi?^ Itrei 
' quuie$ :ihiixt to aMetid ^eboiiaclyi to:, tfaec^suies of his 
he^fr$!$;to d^lhffibte dhara&er';. to bring. forward 
f|'i(^oei!^aiid>bQidiyftheidifE»^ bkwecRtHer: righis 
teow.ju^ihe'jH^IQkQl'^ and to^:appJ;^^T«k&confidet)oq 
afid ^dcqpbic the/v threaliemn]^ axid ij[lr<^iaiie& of ^ the 
Scnpita)e,fbir> tbalcoRini^oxkof the^ndier, adtk^ the^cod^ 

in this maittsriQar iA!pdftl&^f^^ 
approved 'uhtoffjbadi; <^^tir(krKtnaB' that 'needed noCEtcr 
;^ be afhauBod^ '^'^^^ ctividing the word of thitlk*' 



lets of « tiiQ cJNWmiJoCjQpdi §g4,4jftr<^;5|l4re«fg^ 
*< devil/' T4^fe diYifiQi|.i§it!]^'nl9fe^|^ 

verlal. It e«6»dag) all tea«i$fei^js]>w4:lbyi8 g|a^% 
catioa the mod fimple, reducies^e •i9p^a:i^i^te^{^q 
fll^ of the human rp^^mtcf twpspr4^r^'> It^ enters^ 
thishoufe) ^tt arranges; thisf aifeiiibly ; ittigQck'nOrji^i 
diyidus^ in a (tate of peutralitfy > it infi^anUy .b^n^s^ 
«ach of y ou with thpfe <ilHW^^e» <^wrath,(Or)»^t]^lh^^^ 
heirs of gJipry-. : > •. ; ♦ T* 

It is' alfO; a ^iy^&oxi; the- moil , fi^us;' and^ r ^yentfnU 
It overlooks every thing adveniitiousy Itod icohfidei^ 
only. charaQerv It.pafesby ths diftiniaianjSDtif ipeech,- 
Gpmple3abn,jraBk ) and r^ards-theJoiilandtetemty.- 
It views e^en the divertkies wbkjh jai^ife from the en-* 
dowments of natui^e, atid 'theigift&MiProTUiencey as- 
nothiagL compared witfe thofe which fpsing from if^i&: 
^d infidelity^ hblinefs and iin. ^ How foon ' yilliilth^ 
difft^tence between the learned add ilUtier£|te, tyi:^t^ 
and llaves^ poor suad rich he aboiilhed ! De^hJevdk 
them alii, and fends ^em into the; world, of ff^its^^iiotj 
as Iprds qr vai£»ls ; not faying^ thia caine from. ^ xHan^! 
iion^ sua^ this from a cptt^. Hefi^arat<$s by a more> 
uncbsingeftble rule of difcrimmatlop. This wa$ a; tifne 
^lirQrfl|i{3|)er of God on learth, let him enter the ten^l& 
above ^ this made the wicked h^^oice ai]fd.his cpm^ 
p^(xis,. let him be led forth with the workers of ini- 
quity, : DetMJi decides the importance pf every clapp* 
Xpui*. triHe greatJnefs is' ydur final ; and thofe difljnq-f; 
13(^9$: are alone jworthy. of y^iff .regard^ : whic^ j'>eipg 
inteif^^l ;ap4 f|^tual, vwillv adhere to yoi^ when you* 
leave every tmng elfe behind, and which will rem^fiii 
wi^ you fer^ eve??^' . ; 
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tibft^i ' Aeeordiiig c^ you- are ^^'th^ tW^ien d Q(M> 
•*>or tiie^idj«»'&f %he4wa,'*'5k«i 4i*'ferbwiie4=«#iA 
fiiJhbtir, dr eS*fei5ed^i(h <fi%»d€&f ;1I<J#J idid- D**i4 
•piii^ ail 'alSaS^^ ' %hk^ W4^'il£ihi : ibnJL|a4^^ t^'-f he 

fextraakjii ^ -fetiiii!' id'b^ ^ Xmh and-' daughieirs'^ tHe 
Ifonour, k idiiipArifbn -^tH^WMch ^l \\i^ '^(aify^ -derii 

this principle,- ^Kat thfiuflf^cheff te'the fitiheiJ,"'^Ko 
fcas-foi- his fetlie^ tfietoP/a^AeT, t^ifkd?, ^^: for*. 
f«ttd'his^in!«ritaiJti?, »siiid^!^^B6und''ili^(*rafes bf darK; 
ftefe, a muf<ferei^, tlftj^mbft aoidf ftd t™?ihg: in die ttnii 
krfe'l -Ariii^liat n^iMtfrs^^iiSfi' toe' ■^^ 
jifoacli; khdm^^ frofa '\is 'ea^cfatiw^ '^fife'e othef, 
v^^'we Ihodid- rathcf ffiivi^^»y>'asi"A^^ is- aUTiis 
choice, tbat'kfe h hdt :iHlraiiheff» icknowledgethere* 
lation 5 every time he fins, he calls him Father ; ev> 
cirf ^time he* ft^eSr§/' flankers/ tafc^ ' - revieil^e, 6b- 
ftrVe, f*^ litej^y^fedi^^'^ind behold the exaihpte f 
(iopy/ - • . ■'- " ^ ■ • ■'-" r- ■• - ^ 

' - XJPpon thefe'^difiieftlbxife iniiiimerable privileges or 
6vite depetfd.H - Aife ybUiKe children of God ? Heav< 
eh is y6ui''li6'fftiPy^i#is^your- tflither^s hbufe, where are 
Hiahy mairifioiis; ^Hte hasiri r^efe^ve foi' you ahinther- 
kataee incoirniptible ated undeftfed, and thtt fadeth not 



aWay. And here^eu'fliaU waiit ** ho good thihg/* 
** Your herivenly Father knoweth What thmgs ye have 
** need of befoire^ ybu afk hiAi. ■ * HaVe you affiftions ? 
He will pity y<m' *f as a Father ^^itieth his ■ children.*' 
Have you inffirmitieS? ^H^^^ill^^are you " as' a 'ikn 



.l^^n -Pii Jh^flmgel^ ft^U^lyJGm? .gupf^i^fts^s .j^*rf«$ 
I le»ye,yQW ,to rafle^m^i^nf jjt^ ; .;i^i;en«?^|l>(?y (9|j4|g;* 

fiM^Y.,oi.pf}ai^§f§^Offi: ?S..h^4." « ,1^/ EON© of 

FEST. Obferve, it is not fpoken of as a future, h^h^ 

Qt^giFj- ;>fi4j!»pg}f .^x^Qji^pr-e. It j^Rcall^ '^. .tl^e^^^^jr 

*^ T^prk Ib^U be ,fliad^..?^ni^^|^£^.4h4: ^yvAalljjJp* 
" , cis^re it.**. This v" '^ill bring i^uli^ ^thj^j Wcteft 
^ things of 4^]Kn§fe,;and£fl?i?ke.piaiv£?^^^ 

^*tof,Go4/' «,4ji4^jpj[if ihiitl y^ :i?€tif^^ian44if^?P 



^ betfreen die iig|hteous and tbe xvicked, between liiih 
♦* that ferreth God and him that ferreth him not/' 
Biiteven now they are to be cfifcovered, though 
hot fuffidently and perfedly known. They •* are 
•<manifeft;" You alk, To whom ? 

Firft, They aremanifeft to God* It is impoffibltf 
to impofe upon him ; he ** is not mocked/' •* tEg 
^ eyes are ill every place, beholding the evil and( 
** the good." He " knoweth them that are his ;" 
^^ and he knoweth them that are not his ; <^ hei* 
*« ther is there any creature that is not maidfeft in 
^ h^ fight : but all things are naked ahd open unto 
** the eyes of'him widi whom we have to do/' 

Secondly. Tliey are manifeft toothers. The tree 
is known bjr its fruit. ^ A good man out of the 
** good treafure of his heart bringeth forth good 
** diings, and an evil Ihari out of the evil tfeafur^ 
<« of his heaat bringeth forth evil things.''' The par- 
takers of Divine Grace afe defigned to be diftinguifh- 
ed frcto others j they are to appear ]^ligIous, as well 
as be fo } they are to hold forth Ae word df life j 
to reproVe and convince others ; their light is to **fhine 
•♦ b^ore men, fhat they may fee ffeeu: good works^ 
^ and gloHfy thc6r fathef who is in heaven." And 
furdy AeiTB mnft be an obfefvable diffei^nce beh*reen 
fhem and others* It is unreaibnable to fuppofe thjtt 
perfotts lit^hoife principles and dnls and rules of afiipuy 
are not olily fo ^dely different, t>tft fo completely op- 
polite, tali be ilndiftittguiihbgly eonfovmded togeth- 
er. The difference is not indeed fo confpicuous as it 
ought to be^ but this arifes from the imperfeft degree ' 
of &eir religion ; for when &ey live as they ought. 
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^^.tbey declare PtAi>*.i<Y tU%t ^ey feek. n^oeuniiry.;'' 

'^they ,are ^IANI?E9T4.Y^. theepifti^of JrfusChifKlf 
** known and read- of.ail men." 

Thardly. They are manifeft to themfelves. It will 
readily be acknowledged that it is not poflible . fpr a 
man to be wicked without knowing it. He cannot 
|ive in the . praftice of fin, and in the omiffion of th^ 
various duties of religion ; he cannot love the one 
and hate the other, ^xA not be confcious of ,it. . But ' 
is the fame true of a good man ? In reply to; this, 
fuffer nie to a{k two things, Firft^ Is it not necet 
fary for him to be ?ible to know his charader ? If 
promifes are made to a religious ftate, how can he 
cls^im theie promifes unlefs he can determine that he is 
in this ftate ? If privileges are fufpended upon duty^ 
how can he rejoice in thefe privileges, unlefs he can 
determine that he has performed this duty ? Seconxjly- , 
What is religion \ Afi unintelligible myfteryj, a phann, 
sm operation which pafles upon us, and leayes no trace 
behind ? Is it not the moft ferious ^d impreflive, con- 
cern in which we were ever engaged ? Does it not ex- 
cite fears and hope^ joys and forrpws, f Ju* fupej;ior to 
thofe. which can arife from any other foui'cis ? poes 
\i not involve us in a iucceilion of difficulties,, oppofi- 
tions, and warfare ? Is it not a general and cpminu^ 
.cQurfe of aftion ? The bufjnefs of Ufe^ t^ whi^h we 
endeavour to render ^vexy thing ellfe Xubprdinatp aftd 
tubfervient? Our prevailing aim ?. our chief . j^are? 
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lit Tb'confider the marks of distinction be- 
twefen tftefe 'charaftcrs. "In this the children of 
**'Godafe'manifeft, and the children of the devil/* * 
* In what '? Not in temporal fuccefs. This is given or 
withhelcl 'too iildifcriminately to allow of our knowing 
love or hatred. In this " all things come alike to all : 
*• there is one event to the righteous and to the wick- 
*^ ed^. 'As is the good fo is the finner, aiidhethat 
^^'fwfearetfi as he that feareth an oath." 

In what ? Not iii religious profeflion# Juda^ ;md 
D^niaSw^re bothvifible members of the church of 
God. ' There have always beefn many \vho had a 
iiaJmeto live while they were dead ; and affumeda 
forrn of jgodlinefs while they denied the power thereof, 
in btif day all this is too cheap to be valuable ; * too 
coiiiihon to be diftinguifliing. 

Z- IttSvhat ? Not in talking ; not in controverfy 5 hbt 
in- a found 'creed'; not in the pronunciation of the 
Shibboletlis of a particular party. How few in'stnft^reri 
irigthis queftion would hWe adduced the pkAcTicE 

h^ RlG^TEOUSNfesS, AND THE EXERCISE CfF LOVE ! 

Btet fudh is 'the diftiriaion of our Apoftle. In this the 
childreti^df God are maAifeft, and thef children of the 
•devH^' hfe that doeth not RIGH^*Eb'as^fEss' is not 
of Gofd; neither he that loveth not his brotherI 
• And here we may obferve, Firft. The manner 'in / 
wftidK the fubjeft is expreffed. It is held forth neg- 
atively; nor is this without^ defign. It reminds 
fife thit difiiffio As decide the charafter even where there » 
is no pdfitive'Vice. It is the reprefentation of the un^ 
godly "' that he hath left off to be tvife and to do 
*< gdod.'* ' The ^^ unprofitable*' fervant is called a 
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** wi?ke4'* one ; ^ condemned, not becattfe he a- 
bufed hk tal««, but becaufe he « hid it in » napkin." 
And ** every tree that BRm<^ETH not porth Qoqa 
** FRUIT is hewn down and caft into dieifiKe : he that 
^* doeth NOT rigbtpoufiiefe is not of God, neith^ he 
^* that loyeth not hk brother," 

Secondly. The union of thefe eKcelleocies k 

worthy of our notice. We conunonly fee them com* 

bined in the Scripture. It is faid of a good man^ 

' f * He is gracious andfuU of comf^ffion^aiKl rightwtts.'* 

^< He hath difperfed, he hath given to the poor; hk 

** righteoufiiefs endureth for even** It ii faid alfp, 

that "Pure and undefiled religion before God !?n4 

<* the Father ia this, to vifit the fatherlefe and -\rid- 

<< Qws in their affli&ion, and to keep himfelf unifpot^ 

<« ted from the world.** And this enables us to refti* 

fy the msftake of tbofe who zjpe^ always endeai^oujii^ 

to feparate what God ' has jdmed together* Some 

jplace their religion endrelyin charity, jo^iino^e 

eqavfoc^^exetaie of it ; for all they mean by cbari* 

ty i$ alms^giving, and " this covers a qiultiti^de pf 

" fins.*' And fome truft in themfehrea that dief ai^ 

rightieoiJis and defpife oth^s, who nevier feem to have 

read that ^^ the end of the co|Dsna,Q4ineat If charity 

^< out of a pure heart and a good cooldence fmd £uthc 

** unfeigned ;*-^ that •^ charity is the bond of perfeft- 

f^ n^s }** that ^' by this ihall all men know that wa 

^ are his difcij^es if we love one anothor.^* 

Thirdly. From thdfe arifes ^ ^RiT^aioN^ by 
which we are to judge of 4ie re^ty ^d genuinene^ 
of religion. Not that thefe pre the only marks which 
^areto employ j there are many other evidences 



in the Scrqptares, and imoe Qf tlunmof a more e:qm*« 
imeoial kiiid, which we 4are not <le{ireciate ; but ali 
the reft will be -vain and ddiifive tf unaocompaiMd 
with this righteonihrfs and this love. Thefe aie the 
narer^failmg confequences of Sihrine Grace. lliefiB 
enter deeply into the charadier* Thefe are indifpen- 
fablew By thefe we fliall betiied hereafter ( by iliefi^ 
we fliould form our jijd^nent here* The judge him* 
fdif propofes this rule* *^ Indust^ duldxen t)f Gc4 
^ are manifeft^ and the children of the devil : he that 
^^ doeth nc^ ri^teoufnefe is not of God, neither fae 
*' that loveth not his brother." 

Let me conclude by calling 4ipon yo«t to diink of 
this, in fbrming a Judgment erf* others. It is a feri« 
OII6 Aing to deprire a fellow-creatwe c^f refigit^i, an4 
to exclude him frcnn Vernal life i^ and what authority 
liare you for doing fo, if his life be exemplary, an4 
iiglM)eoufne& and chanty blaid and prevail in his char« 
^er? You £iy , p^haps, a man may appear to pof« 
iefs thefe thin^ when he is a fbanger to the reality, 
or his prance spay flow from no inward or gracious 
{irin^le. We adlow this ; and it becomes fuch a 
gperfan to examine hanfelf, to fee whethor his heart 
be right with God, and whether his viewQ and Us dif* 
poiilyons be fuch as the Gofpel require ; but when I 
form a judgment concerning him, the cafe is material* 
ly altered ; I have nothing to do with hds motives ; I 
cannot fearch his heart ; his life and cgnvecfatioa on* 
lylall under my cognizance^smd thefe are my rules, 
^^ by their fruits ye fli^l know thrnn.'^ Wbw wiU thfli 
neceflary diffextnce influence the <>plmons of individtt* 
als i When will it be regarded by our churchesin ihe 
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adnftSficm of meirfbiere to communion ? ■'WTien we find 
notlfing6bj*£ticttiable-miax:andidate,-4vh6t^lstistokee^ 
him bade tiH-%e find' fom^tHing fatlsfaaoiy f *« In tHi« 
«« thfr^childjiek of God are ' Inanifeft, ahd tfie 'childreii 
** of ^he devil : he th'at doeth nbt righteoufnfefs is hot 
** df <5od, neither he that loveth not his brothef .** * 
•' Aboveall, do hot forget this in judging Votj*rselv]^s. 
I prefiime you wifh* to know your fpiritual cohditidri, 
andthat y6u are not willmg to leave your eternal fal- 
vaffon'^o'a m^re ^radvehture — ^Perhaps, I Ihall be 
feved^ pei-haps/1 fhalrbe loft !! « Wherefore, Br ^th- 
*' ren, give all diligence to make your calling and elec- 
" tfon fure.'** But beware how you proceed^ in the 
inquiry. Remember ' that there are mark^ ahdevi- 
^enc^* 'which cannot lead you to a certain and fafe 
cbhcliifion. Do not place ybuf confidence in fpecu- 
fetive opinions ; be not influenced by parficiilar feel- 
ings, which havJhg much of animif nature in them J 
may fotnfetimes elevate and fometiines 'd^refs yo'^ 
while your ftate is 'the fame ; do nbtf wait for fudderi 
impreffions, and vifionary fuggeftions '; but remember 
that the withefs and the leal of the Ipirit are his worK 
and influences ; ^^ hereby we know that we dwell iii 
*' him and he in us, becatife he hath given us of M* 
^«'Spirit ;" " 4f any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, 
** he is ncme oi? his/* ' 

Here then lay the ftrefe. Try yours by yoiir pre- 
v^iing difpoikions, and the tenbur of your lives. Ma- 
ny I know deride fuch a ftandard ; it is legal. * They 
derive riidr afiurance from fome other fource ; efpe- 
daBly from " a direft aft of faith j** or in other words,^ 
fstM a pierfuafioh into wfefch tTiey work themfelvesr. 



^ifm^m;. bidbig abljp ta i9i%ib: any "^eafon tvhaterer td 
jilfWy it^fa)tr€kti]p^4Q0Afcjpu&eft;^^ . 'They not oufy 
xdjed good wt)rk$ : like othoi^ as» caufes of falvationy 
bilt they rejeft. t themi eyen as^ ' cadences too. They 
are not fafii^edli^) others to attclude them fi^m their 
j^ffeiicatio;a .5. thfey .e^cjlu4e tbeia erwirom t}»&irfaiic<if 
tig^ation toQi whiqjjiwith tbem'ine^s qniy a telatiiFt 
chaiig^. Mayjou.b^e.preiferved^'my deap: Br^etkren, 
from, this. dreadfftljjffryerfion of ." wgodly men^ \rfio 
" turn the grace 9lpfld ii:ito lafciyioufaefe." Remeni'^ 
ber nothing can be fo awful as final deception ; and 
nothing qan more certainly exppfi? you tOrit^than im- 
agining yourfelve8;tHe,fayourite»/rf'HeaArei|> while you 
are ftrangprs to the renewing pq^^ejl-of <JMne Grace^ 
and your tempers and liyes are! un^et^ndile .of the 
PURIFYING and AFPEpTioNATE.i influences of tibe 
Gofpel. " The fecret of the Lord js .witK them*, that- 
" FfiAR him.'* *f TljeMEEK will he.g^e injudgmeti^, 
" and the mjeei^ ifirill he teach his way-" They, to 
whopx there is no condemnation; becanfe they arCjin- 
Chrift, '^ wAji^K not after the FiiEgH, butafter th» 
" Spirit/' " He that is bom pf ; God overcom- 
" ET-H. THE world/* " By this we know that we i>o 
" E:.^o)fr ,hin[x,Jf we e;eee ;|iis,ppMMANPME3tTTS.- 
Thefe are the'true. fayings of God > ^n^-fuch fs the 
jnyariable reference pf tijie Scripture. :, . , ; * 

t Suffer me the^ t? alk you . what ypu.knpw f>f|^fe 
things., Arey9tt„d9mg rightecjijfeie^ ^ian^f««!.j}<» 
4p^g it, t|o.tj,,j;^via?ifitly,:bmt vi)j^:j)i^<^ J ,TOt 9C 
cafipnally, ^v^, ,cf?fxftap;^ ? pot, p?utiafly,l^. Wjithou^ 
refiearve ? Dp jfi)|| " cijte|^,all b^ cyipypaapdmeat^ oo^: 
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^ereiy^ife Vfty?'* Are ybiir infittiikkii your aflic^ 
tioiis ; aad da you deriTie from them motiir^ to vig^ 
bnce and prayer} ^ i^you fa^ed aiidcaiekGr 
iiader diem ? Do you ^^ love yout blrotheir alfo V^ Do 
you regard all your fellow-creatiff'es and fellow ehri£* 
tibma f And aai you faaireoppoitttnity, do you do good), 
mm all men} efpecially unto ^^ihofe who areofth^ 
^^ hottfehold of fittth V* Does this principle a&uate" 
you io afford them rdief, to bear their burdens, io 
fedb their welfare, and ferte them at tf&e expenfe of 
felf-deniat^ 

If this be not youf csoiktition, it is #ell to know it ; 
and it will be your mei^ to lay it to hearf» For 
your cafe, tbough bad, is not definerate. If you ar« 
now fenfibte of your fin, and reaflly delirous of con- 
verfion, he calls, he encourages you. ^^ Wafh ye, 
** make ye clean^ pat aw^y the evil of your doings 
^* from befoiie mine eyes ; ceafe to do evil : learn to* 
*^ do well : feek judgment, relieve the oppifeffed, judge 
** the &thei1els, plead for the widow. Come now, 
^^ and let us reafon together, faith the Lord : though 
^^ your fin$ be as fcariet, they fliall be white as fiiow )• 
^ dioixgh they be r)ed ^e crimfon, they fliall be as 
^* wo6l# Let the wicked forfake h& way, afid the un-^ 
^ righceoas man his thoughts : and let ti^m return \m* 
^ to the Lord, and he D^ill hate mercy upon him } 
♦* and to t>ur God for he wiB abcmdantfy pardon/' 
ibid what he requires, he alfo bdldws. Read his 
I»^mHes in coftn^dHon With his commands* While 
the <me determihe^ yotir work, the oAer infures your 
s^Iity for the |)«rfonnance of it/ Befeech Him to ' 
ciieatein you^ a clfam heart, and to renewa vigkt fpir« 
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it within you. Depend upon his grace, which will be 
•* fufficient for you ;*' and '* being made free from 
*^ fin, and become fervants to God, yoii will have your 
fruit unto holinefe, and the end everlafting life. For 
the wages of fiii is death } but the gift of God is 
** eternal life through Jefus Chrift our Lord.*' Amen. 
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SERMON XIX. 



DOMESTIC HJPPINESS. 



Psalm cxviii. 15. 
The voice of rejoicing is in the tabernacles of tie righteom. 

Nothing can more ufefully en- 
gage our attention than Human Nature and Human 
Life. The proper fludy of mankind is Man. His 
origin and his end ; the ftrufture of his body and the 
powers of his mind ; his fituation and his connefkions ; 
are all capable of yielding us boundlefs and edifying 
inftru(^ion. 

In obferving mankind, the private and familiar 
views of their character are by far thfe moft curious, 
interefting, and profitable. The greater part of our 
hiftory is compofed of minute and common incidents ; 
and little and ordinary things ferve more to difcover 
a man, and conduce more to render him ufeful than 
fplendid and rare occurrences. Abroad a man ap- 
pears cautious ; at home he is unreferved. Abroad 
he is artificial ; at home he is real. Abroad he is 
ufeful ; at home he is neceffary ; and of this we may 
be fujly aflured, that a man is in truth what he is in 
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his own family, whether vicious or virtuous, tyranni- 
cal or mild, miferable or happy. 

My Brethren, we are going to enter one of thofe 
houfes, of which David fpeaks ; a tabernacle " filled 
♦'with the voice of rejoicing/' Domeftic Felicity is 
our prefent fubjeft. Let us confider two things ; 

the IMPORTANCE, and the source of this happinefs. 
L What maybe said in commendation of it. 
II. What will be necessary to the posses- 
sion OF IT. O Thou, who haft faid, " It is not good 
" for man to be alone," '' God of the families of all 
** the earth,'* may thy fecret be upon our tabernacles ; 
Hnder the influence of thy Providence and Grace may 
we derive from our unions all the bleffednefs they are 
capable of affording ; and to this end guide and fanc- 
dfy our meditations. 

Part I. One of the moft agreeable fcenes we 
can ever furvey upon earth, is a peaceful and happy 
family ; where friendftiip comes In to draw more 
clofely the bonds of nature ; where the individuals 
refemble the human body, and if one member fufFer, 
all the members fufFer with it, and if one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice y where every care 
is divided, every forrow diminifhed, every joy redoub- 
led, by difcovery, by fympathy, by communion ; 
where mutual confidence prevails, and advice, confo- 
lation, and fuccour are reciprocally given and receiv- 
ed. To fuch a fight God himfelf calls our attention ; 
Behold how good and pleafant a thing it is for 
breAren to dwell together in unity !'* Some things 
are good but not pleafant, and fome things are pleaf- 
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ant but not good. Here both are combined, and the 
effeft is fragrant as the facred perfume, and reviving 
as the influences of Heaven, ** It is like the jH'ecious 
*' ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the 
^ beard, even Aaron's beard ; that went down to the 
** (kirts of his garments ; as the dew of Hermon, and 
" as the dew that defcended upon the mountains of 
** Zion : for there the Lord commanded his blefling, 
** even life for evermore/* Let us eftablifli the im- 
PORTANCJE of Domeftic H?ippinefs, by taking fome 
particular views of its conneftions and influence. 

And, Firft, We may confider it in reference to our 
AVOCATIONS and cares, Thefe are numerous and 
diverfified, and demand relaxation and relief. Who 
could endure perpetual drudgery and fatigue ? and,^ 
Oh, what fo refrefhing, fo foothing, fo fatisfying as the 
placid joys of home ! 

See the traveller. Does duty call him for a fea* 
fon to leave his beloved circle ? The image of his 
earthly happinefs continues vividly in his remem- 
brance ; it quickens him to diligence j it cheers him 
under difficulties ; it makes him hail the hour which 
fees his purpofe accomplifhed, and his face turned to- 
wards home } it comniunes with him as he journeys ; 
and he hears the promife which caufes him, to hope, 

Thou flialt know alfo that thy tabernacle Ihall be in 

peace ; and thou Ihalt vilit thy habitation and not 
^ fin." Oh, the joyful re-union of a divided family 5 
tjie pleafures of renewed interview and converfatioi^ 
after days of abfence ! 

Behold the man of fcience. He drops the labour 
and painfulnefs of refearch, clofes his volume, fmootha 
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his wrinkled brows, leaves his ftudy, and unbend- 
ing hirafelf, (loops to the capacities, yields to the wifli- 
es, and minxes with the diverfions of his children. 

• ^ He will nQt bliUh that has a father^s heart, 
- To take in chiUifh play a childifh part : 
■* But bends his fturdy back to any toy 
<* That youth takes pleafure in to pleafe his boy.'* 

Take the man of trade. What reconciles him to 
the toil of bufmefs ? What enables him to endure the 
faftidioufnefs and impertinence of cuftomers ? What 
rewards him for fo many hours of tedious confine- 
ment ? By and by the feafon of intercourfe will arrive ; 
he will be imbofomed in the careffes of his family ; 
he will behold the defire of his eyes, and the children 
of his love, for whom he refighs his eafe ; and in 
their welfare and fmiles he will find his recompenfe. 

Yonder comes the labourer. He has borne the bur* 
den and heat of the day ; the defcending fun has re- 
leafed him from his toil, and he is haftening home to 
enjoy repofe. Half-way down the lane, by the^fide of 
which ftands his cottage, his children run to meet 
him J one he carries, and one he leads. The com- 
panion of his humble life is ready to fumifli him with 
his plain repaft. See his toil-worn countenance af- 
fumes an air of cheerfulnefs ; his hardfhips are forgot- 
ten ; fatigue vanifhes ; he eats and is fatisfied ; the 
evening fair, he walks with uncovered head around 
his garden ; enters again and retires to reft, and " the 
** reft of a labouring man is fweet whether he eat lit- 
" tie or much." Inhabitant of this lonely, lowly 
dwelling, who can be indifferent to thy comfort ! 
^' Peace be to this houfe." 
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* l.et not ambition mock thy ufef ul toil, 
•* Thy HOMKLT joys, and delHny obfcure | 

*• Nor grandeur hear with a difdainful finile, 
^ The fhort and iimple annals of the poor.*' 

, Secondly. We may confider this happinefs in refer- 
ence to the AFFLICTIONS OF LIFE* It looks like a 
general remedy furnilhed by the kindnefs of Provi- 
dence, to alleviate the troubles which from various 
quarters we unavoidably feel while pafling^ through 
this world of vanity and vexation of fpirit. How ma- 
ny little fighing vacancies does it fill up ! How many 
cloudy nervous vapours does it chafe from the mind ! 
Whofe frowns and gloom will not the mirth of a child 
diffipate ! What corroding anxieties will not retire 
from the attentions of a virtuous wife ! What a con- 
folation is her gentlenefs ! Who has not experienced 
its healing, enlivening influence in the day oT ficknefs, 
and in the hour of depreflion ! Is your confidence fre- 
quently checked by the bafenefs and diffimulation of 
mankind ? Here your candour recovers, and you are 
reconciled to your fellow creatures again. Does the 
behaviour of too many with whom you have to do 
cherilh a diflatisfafltion which fours life ? Here a fe- 
renity, a fweetnefs fpreads over the mind from the fim- 
plicity, opennefs, and kindnefs with which you are 
furrounded. Are you repulfed by others ? Here you 
are received with open and welcome arms. Does the 
florm rage without ? Behold an afylum vsdthin. Here 
we realize an emblem of the Saviour ; it fays to us 
** In the world ye fhall have tribulation, but in me ye 
** Ihall have Peace.'* " Here the wicked ceafe from 
^' troubling,'* and here " the weary are at reft/* 
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Thirdly. We may^confider this happinefs in ref- 
erence to THE GOOD THINGS OF THIS LIFE. With- 
out this, all will be infipid, all will be ufelefs. Your 
titles of diftinftion, and your robes of office, are laid 
afide before you enter your own dwelling. There 
the fenator, the minifter, the lawyer, draw back ; and 
we behold only the hufband, the father, the man ! 
There you ftand only in thofe relations in which na- 
ture has placed you. There you feel only your per- 
fonal charafter. What remain^ after thefe deduftions 
are made, afcertains your value. You are to judge of 
your worth by the honoiu" you command where rank 
does not overawe ; of your importance by the efteem 
and admiration you engage when deprived of all ad. 
ventitious appendages ; of your happinefs by the re- 
fources you poflefs to give cheerfulnefs and charms to 
thofe r^uming hours which no fplendour gilds, 
which no fame infpires, and in which all the attradions 
of popularity fail ; for what would it avail you to 
live in popular opinion, and to be followed with ap- 
plaufe home to your very door, if you were then to be 
compelled to continue in the element of difcord, the 
feat of ftrife, the houfe of bondage ajid correftion ? 
Imagine yourfelves profperous in your affairs ; trade 
pouring in wealth, your grounds bringing forth plen- 
tifully, your cup running over. Mifery under your 
own roof would be fufficient to canjcer your gold and 
filver ; to corrupt your abundance ; to embitter eve- 
ry pleafure ; to make you groan even on a coftly fofe, 
*' All this availeth me nothing P' 

Sufferings from ftrangers are lefe acute than from 
f riwds. David magnifies tjie afliiftion he endured by 
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the nearnefs of the quarter from which it cairie. " It 
*' was not an enemy that reproached me, then I could 
** have borne it ; neither was it he that hated me ; 
^^ that did magnify himfelf againft me, then I would 
** have hid myfelf from him. But it was thou, mine 
** equal, my guide, and my acquaintance." This cir- 
cumftance gave it all the fhock of fufprize, all the 
bitternefs of difappointment, all the breach of obliga- 
tion. It is bad to be wounded any where ; but to be 
** wounded in the houfe of a friend** is mentioned as 
a peculiar aggravation. No foes are like thofe of " a 
*' man's houfehold ;" their fituation favours hojftili- 
ty ; they can choofe the moment of attack ; they can 
repeat the blow j they can injure imperceptibly* And 
what can be fo dreadful as to be aifociated with per-' 
fons from whom you cannot feparate, and with whom 
you cannot live ? What are occafional (miles againft 
habitual frowns ? What is friendihip abroad againft 
enmity at home ? What is it for a man to be com- 
fortable where he vifits, and to be tormented where he 
dwells ? If our happinefs flow from others, and that 
it does in no fmall degree is unqueftionable, it will nec- 
effarily follow, that it muft be moft affeded by thofe 
to whom we are moft ferioufly related, and with whom 
we moft intimately blend ; not thofe whom we acci- 
dentally meet, but thofe with whom we daily refide j^ 
not thofe who touch one part of our charafter only, 
but thofe who prefs us on every fide. 

Fourthly. Let us confider it in reference to the 

SEDUCTIONS AND SNARES OF THE WORLD» From 

the danger <)f thefe, there is no better prefervative 
4ian the attradions of a family. The more a man 
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feele his welfiare lodged in his own houfe, the more 
will he prize! and love it. The more he is attached to 
his wife and childrea, the lefs will he ri(k their peace 
and comfort by ha^ardou^ fpeculations, and mad en- 
terprifes m trade- A life of innocency, regularity, 
and repofe in the affedions of his family will check 
the roTings of reftlefs ambition, and fecure him from 
the follies of the pride of life. ** Evil communica- 
** tions corrupt good manners ;*' but thefe pleafing 
cords will draw him back from " the council of the 
•* ungodly,*' " the way of finners,** " the feat of the 
*' fconrfttl.*' In vain will he be tempted to go abroad 
for company or for pleafui*e, when home fupplies him 
with both. ** And what,** lays he, ** are the amiife- 
** ments and diffipations of the world ? I have better 
** enjoyments already ; enjoyments fpringing frefh 
*' from the growth, the improvement, the culture of 
otir rifing charge, from oiir rural walks, from our 
focial evenings, from our reading and conveifation, 
from oiu* cheerful lively mutual devotion. Here 
are pleafures perpetually renewing^ and which nev- 
" er cloy. llere are entertainments placed eafily 
within our reach, and which require no laborious 
preparatiouj^ no coftly arrangement. Here I ac- 
knowledge only the dominion of nature ; and foU 
*• low only the bias of inclination; Here I have no 
** weakiieffes to hide, no miftakes to dread. Here 
•* my gratifications are attended with no difgrace, no 
^ remorfe. They leave no ftain, no fting behind! 
•* I fear no reproach from my underftanding, no reck- 
•* onihg from my confcience ; my prayers are riot 
^ hindered. My heart is made better. I am foften- 

Z z 



i 









4C 



S78 Domejlic Happinefs. [J&er. xix. 

*^ ed, prepared for duty, allured to the Throne of 
*' Grace. And can I be induced to exchange all 
" this, O ye votaries of the world, for your anxieties, 
*' confufion, agitations, and expenfe ? Shall I part 
with my eafe and independence, for the trammels of 
your filly fornix, the encumbrance of your fafhioris^ 
^' the hypocrifies of your crowds ? Shall I refign my 
'^ freedom for the privilege of your flavery, which fo 
" often compels you to difguife your fentiments, to 
" fubdue your genuine feelings, tOi applaud folly, to 
" yawn under a lethargy of pleafure, and to figh for 
*^ the hour of retirement and releafe ? Shall I lacrifice 
« my innocent endearments, to purfue the fatal rou^ 
" tine of your diffipation, the end of which is heavi- 
" nefe, and frqm which you return deprived of feafonu 
** able reft, robbed of peace of mind, galled by reflec- 
** tion, difmclined to prayer, feeling the prefence of 
" God irkfome, and the approachofdeath intoler- 
^« abler 

** Dpmeftic Happinefs, thotfonlyblife 
<< Of Pairadife that has efcapM the fall ! 
• *< Thou art not known where pleafure b ador*^ . . 
** That reeling gpddefs with a zonelefs wai(l, 

* Forfaldng thee, what fliipwreck have we made 

• Of honour, dignity, and fair renown.'^ - 

Who can help lamenting to fee the valuable enjoy- 
ments of home facrificed to a fondnefs for amufements, 
and a rage for indifcriminate intercourfe with a falfe 
unfeeling world ! But fo it is. : People w^re^neyer 
more focial, and never lefs domeftic than they now 
are. , The phrenfy has reached all ranks and degrees. 
Our females are no longer keepers at home. Even 
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cWldren are led into thefe circles of Infatuation, and 
made to defpife tfie fimple and natural manners of 
youth. From manfions and fliops and common dwell- 
ings we fee increafmg numbers pouring forth to balls, 
and afTemblies, and routs, and concerts, and public 
fye6lacles, and theatrical entertainments ; every even- 
jrfjg has fome foreign claim. 

^* Who will Ihew me any good ?*' is the cry. The 
world palling along hears it, and fays. Follow me, em- 
ulate this fplendour, mix with this throng, purfue 
thefe diverfions. We comply. We run, and we 
fun in vain. The prize was nigh us when we began ; 
but our folly drew us away from it. Let us return 
home, and we fliall find it. Let us remember that 
happinefs prefers calmnefs to noife, and the fliades to 
publicity ; that it depends more upon things cheap 
and common, than upon things expenfive and Angu- 
lar ; that it is not an exotic which we are to import 
froAi the ends of the earth, but a plant which grows 
in our own field arid in our own garden. Every man 
may be made happy, if you ceuld induce him to make 
a proper eftimate of happinefs ; if you could keep 
him from judging after outward appearances ; if you 
could perfuade him to ftoop, rather than to afpire, to 
kneel, rather than to fly. To confine us to our re- 
fpedive ftations, God has wifely rendered happinefs 
only attainable in them ; were it placed, not in the 
way of duty, but on the other fide of the boundary, 
the very pofition would lead us aftray, and feduce us 
to tranfgrefs* But home is hot always heaven, nor is 
domeftic life neceffarily produftive of domeftic happi- 
nefs. Hence it becomes ueedful , 
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Part II. To open its sources, and exannine on 

what it DEPENDS* 

It does not depend upon rank and affluence*. 
It is confined to no particular condition ; the fervant 
may enjoy it as well as the mafter ; the mechanic as 
well as the nobleman. It exhilarateis the cottage as 
well as the palace. What am I faying ? What fays 
common opinion ? Does it not invariably affociate 
more enjoyment with the lowly roof, than with the 
towering manfion ? Afe thofe who have rifen from VAr 
ferior life, whether their fatisfaftion has increafed 
with their circumftances ; whether they have never 
advanced to the brow of the eminence they have aft 
cended, and looking down fighed, " Ah ! happy vale, 
^* from how much was I Iheltered while I was in 
" thee !'* There can be iadeed but one opinion coa^ 
ceming the wretchednefs of thofe who have not the 
neceffaries of life. But '^ Nature is content wkh Mu 
" tie, and Grace with lefs." " Better is a dianer of 
^' herbs where love is, than a flailed ox and hatred 
" therewith.*' ** Better is a dry morfei and qi|iel> 
*^ nefs therewith, than a houfe full of facrifices and. 
" ftrife/* This bleffednefs then refults not from 
worldly things ; and we mention this the more re^diy 
ly, becaufe fome feem afraid to enter a ftate honoura-* 
ble in all, becaufe they have before them no ppeping^ 
of wealth. Others dread the increafe of children as 
an acceffion of mifery \ while many are waiting for 
a larger fortune, a mpre fpacioas houfe, and more 
fplendiJ furniture, before -diey can even think of 
ppjoying themfelves. 

^e mav alfo obferve, tba^ fome individiiials feem 
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much more qualified to enjoy this happinefs than oth«- 
ere. Some have little tafte for any thing. They txt 
made up of ftupidities ; they have eyes-, but fee not ; 
jears, but hear not. They are the automatons of na^ 
ture ; the machines of Providence ; doing the work 
:ivhich the coijftitution of the world requires of them, 
.devoid of any lively emotions. If they ever feel, it is 
,only froni the impreiBon of ibmething tumultuous and 
violent ; if they ari^ ever pkafed, it is only by facti- 
tious joys. But others are full of life and fenfibility ; 
they are fiifceptible of delicate impreflions ; they 
love every thing tranquil ; reliih every thing fimple ; 
enjoy every thing natural ; and are touched and diflblv** 
ed by a thoufand pleading circumftances which convey 
nothing to others. 

There are however feme things which have an itt«* 
difpenfable .influence in producing and maintaining 
the welfare of families, which fiaill more properly un- 
der our cultivation ; Order, Good Temper, Good 
Senfe, Religious Principles. Thefe will blefs thy 
dwdling, and l&Il thy ^' tabernacle with the voice of 
" rejoicing." 

Firfl. Without order you can never rule well 
your own houfe. " God is not the Godof confufion." 
He loves order ; order pervades all his works. He 
overlooks nothing. " He calleth the flars by their 
*^ names ;" " he numbereth the hairs of our head." 
^^ He appooBteth the moon f<»* feafons, and the fun* 
'^ knoweth his going down." There is no difcord, no 
plaihiiig in all th^ immenfe, the amazing whole ! He 
has interpofed his authority, and enjoined us ^^ to do 
^ every thing decently and in order." And this com- 



' 



SB2 Domejiic Happinefi. [Ser. xix. 

mand is founded in a regard to our advantage* It 
calls upon you to lay down rules, and to wajk by 
them ; to affign every thi^g its proper place, its allow- 
ance of time, its degree of importance ; to obferve 
regularity in your meals, in your devotions, in your 
expenfes. From order fpring frugality, economy, 
charity. From order refult beauty, harmony, con- 
currence. Without order there can be no govern- 
ment, no happinefs ; peace flies from confufion ; dif- 
order entangles all our affairs, hides from us the end^ 
and keeps from us the clue ; we lofe felf-poffeffion, 
and become miferable, becaufe perplexed, hurried, 
oppreiTed, eafily provoked. 

Secondly* Many things wHl arife to try your te wi- 
fe r ; and he is unqualified for focial life who has no 
rule over his own fpirit ; ^* who cannot bear," to ufe 
the words of a good writer, ^' the frailties qi his fellow- 
*' creatures with common charity, and the vexations 
•*' of life with common patience." Peter, addrefling 
wives, reminds them that *^ the ornament of a meek 
" and quiet fpirit is in the fight of God of great price.** 
And Solomon often mentions the oppofite blemifh in 
iliuftrating the female charafter. " It is better to 
" dwell in a corner of the houfe-top, than with a brawl- 
" ing woman in a wide houfe." " The contentions of 
*' a wife are a continual dropping," and fo on. We 
fhould deem it invidious to exemplify this imperfeOion 
in one fex only ; we would addrefs you equally ; and 
call upon you as you value a peaceful abode, to main- 
tain a controul over your tempers. Beware of paflion ; 
fay little when under irritation ; turn afide ; take time 
to refled and to cool ; a word fpoken unadvii^edly 
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vrith your lips may produce a wound which weeka 
connot heal. " I would reprove thee,'* faid the phi- 
lofopher, " were I not angry." It is a noble fuggef- 
tion. Apply.it in your reprehenfion of fervants, and 
correction of children. But there is fomething againft 
which you Ihould be more upon your guard than oc* 
cafional Sallies of paflion ; I mean habitual petdfhnefs. 
The former may be compared to a bri& Ihower which 
is foon over ; the latter to a fleet drizzling rain driving 
all the day long. The naifchief which is fuch a dif- 
turber.of focial enjoyment, is not the anger which is 
lengthened into mklice, or vested in revenge ; but 
that which oozes out in conftant fretfulnefs, murmur- 
ing and complaint ; it is that which renders a man 
not formidable, but troublefome ; it is that which 
converts him, not into a tiger, but into a gnat. Good 
humour is the cordial, the baliji of life* The pofleflbr 
of.it fpreads fatisfadion wherever he comes, and he 
partakes of the pleafure he gives. Eafy in himfelf, he 
is feldbm offended with thofe around him. Calm and 
placid within, every thing without wears the moft. £1^ 
vourable appearance ; while the mind, agitata by 
peeviflmefs or paffion, like a ruffled pool, ev^i refleds 
every agreeable and lovely image falfe and diftorted. 
Thirdly. The influence and advantage of good 
SENSE are incalculable. What fl;reams, what vefleb 
are the noify ? The fliallow, the empty. Who are 
the unyielding ? The ignorant, who n^fl:ake obflina- 
cy for firmnefe. Who are the infallible ? They who 
have not refledion enough to fee how liable and hpw 
likely we are to err ; they who cannot comprehend 
how much it adds to a man's wiijdom to di&over^ and 
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to his bumilky to acknowl^ge a fault. Good fenfe 
trail preferve us from ceDforioufneis ;• will lead us ta- 
diftinguifh circumftances ; to draw things from the 
dark fituation of prejudice which rendered them fright^ 
liil, that we may candidly furvey them in open dayv 
Crood fenfe will keep us from looking after viikmary 
perfe£ti(H) ; ^' The infirmities I behold are not jpiecuUar 
** to mycornicflione, others if equally near would betray , 
^^ the fame ^ tiniverfal exc^ellence is unattainable ; na 
^* one can pleafe in every thing. And who ^^n I to de^ 
*^mand a freedom from imperfe^ons in others^ 
^ while I am encom^afied with- infirmities myfelf l'^ 
Good fenfe wiB lead us to ftudy ^fpofitions, peculiari- 
ties, accon»n^)dations ; to weigh confequences j to 
detennine ^hat to obferve and what t& pafs by ^ 
when to be immoveable and when to yields .Good 
lenfe will produce good manners ; will keep us from 
taking freedoms and handling, things rooghly ; for 
love is delicate, confidence is tender. Good fenfe 
wiU never agitate daims of fuperiority ^ it will teach 
us to ^^ fubmit oufrfelves^one to another in the fesur 
^^ of God/' Goodienfe wiU lead perlbsis to regard 
their own duties, rather than to cecommend thofe of 
others^ 

Fourthly. We nmft go beyi»id all this^ and re^ 
mind you of thofe reugious prihoiplbs by which 
you are to be governed. Thefe are to be found in 
the WOTd of God ; and ias many as walk according to* 
this rule, mercy and peace ihall be upon them^ God 
has engaged that if you will walk in his way, you 
ihall find reft unto your foids. if it be faid, there are 
happy fiimilies wiljbut religion, I would anfwer, Hr^ 
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There is a difference betveen appearances and reality; 
Secondly, If we believe the Scripttire, this is impofli- 
ble ; ** the way of tranfgrdTors is hard ; there is no 
^^ peace, faith my God, unto the wicked;'* Thirdly, 
Religion fecureft thofe duties, upon the performance 
of which the happinefe of houfeholds depends. Would 
any man have reafon to complain of fervants, of chil- 
dren, or of any other relation, if they were all influ- 
enced by the Spirit, and regulated by the di&ates df 
the Gofpel ? Much of religion lies in the difcharge 
t>f thefe relative duties ; and to enforce thefe, religion 
brings forward motives the mofl powerful, and aU 
ways binding, calls in confcienoe, and God, and heav- 
en, and hell. Fourthly, Religibn attra€te the divihb 
faleffing^ and all we pofiefs or enjby depends upon its 
fmiles. God can elevate or fink us in the efteem of 
others ; he can fend us bufinefs or withhold it ; he 
<an command or forbid thieves to rob, and flames to 
devour us ; he can render all we have fatisfying, or 
diftafleful^ and they that honour him he ^vill honour. 
** The houfe of the wicked fliall be overthrown, but 
^ the tabernacle of the upright fliall flourifli. The 
^^ curfe of the Lord is in Ae houfe of the wicked : 
** but he blefleth the habitation (rf the juft." Finally, 
Religion prepares us for all events. If we fucceed^ 
it keeps our profperity from deftroying us ; if we fuf- 
fer, it preferves us from fainting in th^ day of adverfi- 
ty. It turns our loffes mto gains ; it exalts our joys 
into praifes $ it makes prayers of our fighs ; and iii 
all the unceltainties of time and changes of the world, 
it iheds on the mind a '^ peace which paffeth all un^ 
^^ derftanding." It unites us to each other, not only 
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a$ creatures, but as Chriftians ; not only as ftrangers 
and pilgrims upoii earth, but as heirs of glory, hon- 
our, and immortality. For you muft feparate ; it is 
ufelefs to keep back the mortifying truth. It was the 
condidon upon which your imion was formed- O 
man ! it was a mottal finger upon which you placed 
the ring, vain emblem of perpetuity. O woman ! 
it was a dying hand that impofed it. After fo many 
mutual and growing attachments, to feparate ! What 
is to be done here ? O Religion, Religion, come and 
relieve us in a cafe where every other afBftance fails ; 
come and teach us not to wrap up our chief happi^ 
nefs in the creature; come and bend our wills to 
the pleafure of the Almighty, and liable us to fay. 

It is the Lord, let Him do what feemeth him good ; 

the Lord gave, and the l«ord hath taken away, and 
** bleffed be the name of the Lord ;** come and tell 
us that they are cHfpofed of infinitely to their advan- 
tage ; that the feparation is temporary ; that a time 
of reunion will come; that we ihall fee their faces, 
and hear their voices again. 

Take two Chriftians who have been walking to- 
gether like ^^ Zechariah and Elizabeth in all the com- 
*^ mandments and ordinances of the Lord bJamelefs.'* 
Is the conneftion diifolved by death ? No. We take 
the bible along with us, and infcribe on their tomb, 
*' Pleafant in life and in death not divided.** Is the 
one removed before the other ? He becomes an attrac- 
tion to the other ; he draws him forward, and is 
miting to " receive him into everlafting habitations.'* 
Let us fuppofe 9 pious family re^uniting together, after 
foUowiag each other fucceffively down to the grave^ 
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How unlike every prefent meeting ! Here our inter- 
courfe is chilled with the certainty of reparation. 
There we fliall meet to part stio more j we Ihall be 
for ever with each other, and ^or ever with the Lord. 
Kow afflidion often enters our circle, and the diftrefs 
of one is the concern of all. Then we fliall " rejoice 
with them that rejoice," but not " weep with them 
that weep ;" for " all tears fliall be wiped from our 
eyes, and the days of our mourning fliall be ended." 
Come then, my dear hearers, and invite the religion 
oftheblefied Jefus, this one thing needful, this uni- 
verfal benefaftor of mankind. It has " the promife 
** of the life that now is, and of that which is to come." 
Itfecures our individual and our relative happinefs ; 
it brings peace into our bofoms, and joy into our 
dwellings* Let us refolve to purfue it ourfelves ; let 
lis enforce it upon our connexions ; let us dedicate 
our tabernacles to God ; offer the morning and even- 
ing facrifice of prayer and of praife ; atid whatever 
be the determination of others, let us fay for ourfelves, 
** As iot me and my houfe, we will ferve the Lord." 
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SERMON XX, 



HAPPINESS IN DEATH. 



2 Peter i. !!• 

For/o an entrance Jhall be miniftered unto yiU abundant^. 
/jf, into the everlajiing kingdom of our Lord and Sar 
viour Jefus Chriji. 

My Brethren, among the various' mo- 
tives with which Revelation abounds, there are none 
more folenin and impreffive than thofe which are de- 
rived from— Death, Hence the facred writers of- 
ten refer to it. They remind us of the fud4ennefi% of 
its arrival. They forewarn us of the neamefs of its 
approach. They alfo intimate the importance of it«[ 
confequences a? terminatmg this ftate of trial, feaUng 
up our charafters, and tranfmitting them to the judg- 
ment of the great day, to be opened and publifiied be- 
fore an affembled world. 

The apoftle Peter urges the manner of our dying. 

He would have us die well, not only in a ftate offal* 

' vation but of peace and triumph ; " So an entrance 

" fliall be miniftered unto you abundantly, into the, 

^.' everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefuai 
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*^ Chrift." Todojuftice to this fubjeft, it will be 
neceflary to confider three things, I. The ftate to 
which the Ghriftian looHs forward, " the everlafting 
" kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus. Chrift/' 
IJ. The mode of his admiflion, *' an entrance minifr 
*' tered abundantly." III. The condition on which 
the privilege 4epends, it is the confequence of fome- 
thing clearly implied ; " So, So an entrance 

" SHALL BE MINIST^RJ^P UNTQ YOU ABUNDANTLY, 
*^ Il!ftO THE EVERLASTING KINGDOI^ OF OUR LoRQ 

^^ i^ND Saviour Jesus Christ." 

I. Chriftians, we know very little of " the hope 
*^ which is laid up for us in heaven ;" it is *^ the glory 
*' which fhall be revealed in us." While we are in 
this weak ftate of flefh and blood, the full difclofure 
\^rould be too dazzling for the feeble eye. It would 
ulfojby making too ftrpng an impreflion, operate inju- 
rioufly, unhinging us from our prefent connedions, 
and depriving thofe concerns which demand a fubor-: 
dinate fhare of attention, of all power to ftrike and en-, 
gage our minds. " We walk by faith, iiot by fight ;"- 
but " we know in part." We have fome reprefenta- 
t^ons of our future bleffedricfs accommodated to our 
feculties, and derived from fcenes with which we are 
familiar. 

It is a KINGDOM, a ftate of royal empire, expanding 
over a better, a heavenly country, where there is no 
curfe ; w,hofe laws are equity and perfeftion ; whofe 
riches and honours and refources are infinite ; whofe 
f^bjeds are all wife and good ; living together as. 
friends, all princes themfelves, all happy, efcaped 
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from the troubles of life, the infirmities and difeafes 
of body, the diftreffes and accufations of confcience, 
the remains of ignorance and of fin, and innumerable 
vexations, which now make us groan, and long to 
emigrate thither. Two things are fpoken of this 
kingdom, which deferve remark. 

The firft i:oncem$ its permanency and duration. 
It is " the EVERLASTING kingdom of our Lord and 
" Saviour," Every thing here is perifliable and tran- 
fitory. We tremble to look at our poffeffions and 
enjoyments, left we fhould fee them in motion, fpread- 
ing their wings to flee away. Many already in talk- 
ing of their comforts are compelled to go back ; 
^ I HAD a hufband, children, health, aiHuence, and I 
^ faid, I fliall die in my neft.*^ 

As it is with individuals and femilies, fo it is with 
communities. " The felhion of this world pafleth 
" away/* Where now is the city whofe top was to 
reach to heaven and defy a fecond flood ? What have 
become of the kingdoms of the earth, whofe fame fills 
the page of hiftory ? The Aflyrian, Perfian, Grecian, 
Roman empires arofe, aftonifhed mankind for a fea- 
fon^ and difappeared. And not only the moft mag- 
nificent and durable produftions of human power and 
(kill, but even the eftablifhed frame of nature ihall be 
demolifhed ; " The heavens fliall pafs away with a 
^ great noife, and the elements fliall melt with fervent 
** heat, the earth alfo, and the works that are therein 
^ ffmll be burnt up. Neverthelefs, we according to ^ 
^ his promife look for new heavens and a new earthy 
** wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs." Then follows a 
Khgdom not marrfed by fin, • not liable to declenfion 
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or change ; a kingdom which cannot be fhaken, fe- 
cure from internal decay and external violence ; a 
kingdom prepared from the foundation of the world, 
and which Ihall furvive its diflblution, and havmg 
ieen the fun turned into darknefs and the moon into 
blood, fhall flow on through eternal ages. 

The greater any good is which we pofTefe, the more 
does it awaken our concern, and the more anxious 
are we to inquire after fecurity and tenure. But 
here is no room for apprehenfion ; the happinefe is as 
certain as it is excellent, as durable as it is vaft ; and 
the Scripture never overlooks this importaiu confider- 
ation. Is it " meat ?** It " endureth to everlafting 
** life/' Is it a " treafure ?" " Moth and ruft can- 
** not corrupt, nor thieves break through and fteal. 
Is it ** a crown of glory ?" It '* fedeth not away. 
Is it a " houfe ?** It is " a building of God, not made 
" with hands, eternal in the heavens/* Is ita^city?** 
It is *' a city which hath foundations, whofe builder 
*' and whofe maker is God.** Is it a '* kingdom ?** 
It is ** everlafting.** 

Behold the fecond circumllance with regard to this 
blefled ftate. It is " the everlafting kingdom of otjn 
*' Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.'* And what 
means this relation ? It is furely defigned to dilKn- 
guijBi him from a mere pofleflbr, and to intimate pe- 
culiar prerogative, refidence, adminiftration. It is 
his by claim. As the Son of God he is " Heir of all 

things : being made fo much better than the angels, 

as he hath by inheritance obtained a more eKceV 
** knt name than they. For unto which of the angels 

£dd he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day hwt 
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" I begotten thee ? And again, I will be to him a 
^^ Father, and he Ihall be to me a Son ? And again, 
" when he bringeth in the firft-begotten into the 
" world, he faith. And let all the angels of God wor- 
" fhip him. And of the angels he faith, Who mak- 
'* eth his angels fpirits, and his minifters a flame of 
" fire. But unto the Son he faith. Thy throne, O 
" God, is for ever and ever ; a fceptre of righteout 
" nefs is the fceptre ^f thy kingdom : thou haft loved 
*' righteoufnefs, and hated iniquity ; therefore God 
*' even thy God hath anointed thee with the oil of 
" gladnefs above thy fellows." For under another 
view he acquired it as the reward of his obedience 
and fufferings. " For Unto the angels hath he ndt 
*' put in fubjeftion the world to come, of which w6 
** fpeak ? But we fee Jefus, who was made a little 
" lower than the angels, for the fuffering of death, 
** crowned with glory and honour." " Who, being 
" in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be 
*' equal \dth God ; but made himfelf of no reputa- 
" tion, and took upon himfelf the form of a fervant, 
" and was made in the likenefs of men ; and being 
" found in falhion as a man, he humbled himfelf, and 
'' became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
" crofs. Wherefore God alfo hath highly exalted 
" him, and given him a name which is above every 
" name ; that at the name of Jefus every knee fhould 
*' bow, of things in heaven, and things in earthy and 
" thmgs under the earth ; and that every tongue fliould 
« confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of 
" God the Father." He has now the difpofal of the 
offices and privileges of the empire among his fiaithftr! 






« 
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followers. This was furely the idea of the dying thief, 
when he. prayed, "Lord, remember me when thou 
** comeft into thy kingdom ;'* and of Paul, when he 
faid, " and. the Lord fliall deliver me from every evil 
work, and preferve me unto his heavenly king- 
-dom.'* . He is the Sovereign ; and there he ru^es, 
not as here " in the midft of his enemies.** No trea- 
fon, no f^djtion, no difaffedion there. All are ador- 
mg and pr^ajfing him ; " Worthy is the Lamb that 
was (lain to receive honour, and riches, and wifdom, 
and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and bleffing.** 
Th^r^ he. reigns immediately, alwuys in view j and ac- 
ceipble to all. TJaiere he appe^u:s in our nature, th^ 
principle, the image, the pledge of our glory and hap^ 
pifiejs* :.^T$p^ h^ taken pofleflion in our name ; and is 
pof^pariiig a pl^e for us; and will by and by re- 
ceive uSrtqrHWSELF, that where H]p: is, there we may 
be, alfoi^ , , ;. v / 

-It has been ojEbea jpiid, " that however we may difr 
^Jkr foom^^jh other, we all hope for the fame heavr 
*f em" But nothing can be morefalfe. The believr 
€r,ffl;^us, /who loves him above all, and places the 
wholc|;of h[i^ jia3>pui^ in him^ he, and he alone, real- 
ly de&res ^heijieaven-of the Bible .; a pure, fpiritual, 
flp^iii-sjiAN ^ay^n, the eflence> of which is the pret 
i?|ice;?m4fglpiy oftfae Redeemer. This is the heav- 
jen^he demai)4^d.ribr all ,his followei-s; "Father, I 
*f will|,tfaattt;iey #p. whpm thou haft given me, be with 
^.^fme.!Whei(e,il;ai4rt<;i'J?ehoid my gloyy.** Thi3 is the 
b^yen i^ai^li4^1^r^ for.^inifelf ; " I long to dqpart,i 
** to be with Chrift, which ig far better." And fuch i$ 
Aie di(pfifi*^cm./pjf ^^ver^ tru^ . follower of the Lord Je- 

B B b 
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fus ; "This is enough ; this is the heaven of Hear- 
** en ; there I fhall fee Him who is altogether lovely : 
" there I (hall behold Him who gave his life a ranforii 
"for me: there I (hall approach the Lamb in the 
^^ midft of tl^e throne, who will feed me and lead me 
** to living fountains of water : there I (hall be Kke 
" him, for I (hall fee him as he is : there I (hall be for 
** ever with the Lord/' Having con(idered the 
ftate to which we are encouraged to look forward, let 
Usobferve, 

IL The defirabTe mode of adtni&dn* And hei^e 
we read of an entrance, ministere1> abun^ 

DANTLY* ' . : 

What is the eIsTtrance ? UnqUe(Uonafefy — ^Deatlfi 
** By one man (in entered into the world, and deiEl,l6 
" by fin ; and fo death hath paflTed upon all men, be^ 
*' caufe all have (inned/^ With two exoeptionsj 
this has been the way of all the earth. *« lEnoch was 
" tranHated that he (hould not fee ;4eith/* ^ El^ih 
** went up by a whirlwind into hea^ren.** They depart- 
ed without the leparation of foul and body, land kaiew 
nothing of " pains and groans smd dying ftrife/^ 
They were not unclothed, but clothed upon ; and iji 
fhem mortality was fwallowed up of fife. Biit only 
one pa(rage rexAains for us ; and tiiis, not iaiii ealy ahd 
2U1 alluring, but a rough and a gloomy one. A me(ren* 
ger brings Us to God, but it is ** the King of Ter- 
" rors ;'* we enter the land flowing with iralk atfd 
honey, but it is through " the valley of the (hadow 
"of death." 
But you (hould remember that your entrance uita 
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^ the invifible world is administered ; ^^ Are not two 
fparrows fold for a farthing ? and one of themfhall 
not fell to the ground without your Father. Fear 
not therefore, ye are of more value than many 
Iparrows/* " The'* very " hairs of your head are 
^ all numbered." ** Pi^ecious in the fight of the 
** Lord is the death of his faints ;" and he orders all 
the circumftances attending it. Not only is the will 
of God concerned in the general fentence of mortal- 
ity pronounced upon us, but death always receives a 
particular commiflion from hinu Hence, in a fimilar 
condition, one is taken and another left. The circum- 
ftance of time is fixed by him ; " The number of 
" our months is with him." The flzce is determined 
by his purpofe* The means and the manner of our 
removal are difpofed by his pleafure. Whether we 
are to die young or old j whether we are to be feized 
at home of abroad ; whether we fhall be carried off 
by accidents or difeafe } whether we ihall expire flow-* 
ly Of iuddenly, are iecrets impenetrable to us, but 
all ia wifely and kindly regulated by his Providence. 

The death of fome is diftinguiihed by indulgences^ 
and honours not vouchfafed to all ; and this is what 
the apoftle means by an entrance miniftered unto us 
AAUHDANTLY* For all do not enter alike. Some 
fhipwrecked, are wafhed by the furge half dead on 
the ihore, or reach it clinging terrified to a plank ; 
othe^, with cx:owded fails and with a preferved carga 
of fpiees and perfumes, beautifully, gallantly enter 
the defired haven. Some are fcarcely fkved, and 
fome are inore than conquerors* A trhimpii w^s not 
deoreed to ^very Roman general upon his retiun tQ 
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the capital. Can we iitiagine the martyi^ iffuing from 
the flames entered heaven like a Chriftian, who had 
been often tempted to conceal his religion to efcape a 
fneer or a frown ? We may obferve a remarkable di- 
verlity even in the deaths of common believers. Some 
die only fafe, while their ftate is imknown to them- 
felves, and fufpeded by others. In fbme, hope smd 
fear alternately prevail. Some feel a peace which paff- 
eth all underftanding, while fome exult with a joy^ un- 
fpeakable and full of glory. And in thefe is fiilfilled 
the language of the promife, *^ With gladnefs land re* 
*' joicing (hall they be brought : they fhall ehter into 
*' the King's palace.** They are " joyful in glory** 
before they have reached it, and ** fhout aloud upon 
** their** dying " beds.** God deals with them as Ife 
did with Mofes, when he led him to the top of Pifgah 
and gave him a profpeQ: of the holy laiid ; only with 
this difference, his view was a fubftitute for po^fHon, 
while their look is to render the paffage eafiier, and 
to make them haften to the goodly mountain of Leb- 
anon. Such a death the apoftle vilued ' uiore than 
the continuance of life ; all his concern 'tt^asio " fin- 
** ifli his courfe with joy ;** and the iilTured' hope df 
this would animate thoufands, and reconcile- thejm to 
all the trials they endure. It is defirable and v^lua* 
ble, both with regard to themfelves and others. 

They will need it themfelves. It is a new, a try- 
ing, and an awful thing to die. They will find, dying 
to be work enough, without having doubts and fears 
to encounter. The diftreflfes of life admit of allevki- 
don and diverfion ; but it is otherwife with the pains of 
death. Worldly purfuits are broken off", feirfiial pleatf- 



Sbr. xx;] Happinefs in Deatb. 397 

wes arc excluded, converfatidn is difficult, fj^Lends are 
anxious aiid fearful ; and if you have no joy fpring*^ 
ing ti]> in you from a fpiritual fource, your condition 
is deplorable and defperate. Would you die in dark^ 
nefs, or in the light of God*s coijnttoanoe .? Would 
yoii enter anotiier world, ignorant \rfiether you flial! 
ftep into endlefs happinefs or mifery ; or depart, able 
to fay as you look back with a fmile upon furvivors, 
** Whither I go ye know, and the way ye know ?" 

Tou fhould long i6t this alfo on the behalf of oth- 
ers. This is the laft time you can do any thiiigin 
ferving God and your generation* ; but by this you 
may be rendered peculiarly ufefuL Tour dying looks 
and your dying wbi^ds may make impreffions which 
fliaU never be erafed. Some who have' refufed to 
hear fermons, have been convinced by a dying bed. 
The rdigion which can product fuch patience and re- 
fignation, courage and joy, has become honourable 
in their efteem. They have admired and refolved 
to follow a Matter, who does not caft off his fenrants 
when their ftrength faileth, and who bleffes them with 
ftrong confolatioii when others, are' left without fup- 
port. The evidence is too pbin to be denied, too fol- 
enm to be ridiculed*. Such a death has alfo often 
been proi&tabk to thofe who, were already in the way 
to Zion^ but walking with trembling fteps, and often 
fearing how it would go with them at laft »; wh6n 
diey have feen the grace of God, they have been glad, 
their ardour has rekindled, their couiiage has beein re- 
newed ; they have faid, " Why may it not be io with 
** me ? The Lord is.niy helper, I will not. iear." 
When Doaor Rivet was labouring tmder the difeaib 
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iriiich ended in his dilTolution, he faid, ^^ Let all who 
^^ come to inquire after me, be allowed to fee me« I 
^ ought to be an example of religion, dying-as wdl ds 
^^ living ; and Chrift fhall be magnified in my body^ 
^ whether it be by life or by death/* ** Let me die 
^^ the death of the righteous^ and let my laft end.be 
^ like his/' But in order to this it will be nece(£ury 
&rus, 

• 

IIL To examine the condition upon which thi$ 
privilege is fufpended, and which is obVioufly here 
implied ; ^^ For ib an entrance fball be mMftered 
^ unto you abundantly, into the everlafting kingdorar 
** df our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift/* There are 
two things which it will be proper for us briefly to pre:* 
mife. Firft, There are cafes in which Chriftians may 
be- affefted all through life by bodily caufes, having 
femething morbid and atrabilarious in their conftitu-^ 
tion, which fubje£ts them to various changes arid de^ 
preffions with which religion has no concern. There^ 
is ho reafoning from thefe inftances. Secondly, It 
is not for us to determine what God may do in par- 
ticular cafes ; for be does not always deal with his 
people according to their defert ; he is flow to ainger 
and ready ta forgive; Neverthelefs he has given us a 
rale by which we are to walk j and has wifely eftab- 
fifiied a. conne^on between duty and parivrlege; Aad 
I am perfuaded that there is not an individual in this 
ftffembly, who would not rationally and fcrijljtiu^lly 
exspe& to find one courfe of Hfe attended with a more 
fivcnared and happy death than ianother 9 nor can 
dkre be much difpute in determinihg the nature ^ 
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fliis courfe ; this being one of thofe cafes in vihich 
men are. very nearly agreed. It would be well if 
their kn6wkdge and jtheir prance equally barmopi- 
sied ; bu£, alas ! what ignorance, and infidelity cslnnot 
make us deny, lin aild the world can make us negled ! 
this courfe requires, that you Ihould habituate your- 
felves to fiamiliar thoughts of Death. This will diffi- 
jpate the terrors which arife from diftance and imag^ 
ination ; thk will break the force of fiirprife ; this 
Will turn a frightfal precipice into a gentle flope. He 
who can Tay, ** I die daily," is the moft lifcely to die 
comfortably. It requires^ that you fhould loofea 
your affe^ohs frotn the "^orld* A gentle breejse, a 
ilight effort Ni^ill bring down the tree around whic^ 
jfou have dug, aiid whofe larger roods you haveciit 
cff. And the lefe powef-fuljy you ar^ attached tQ e^rth^ 
4y things, the more eafy will be your fqjaration Brim 
fhem. Thk is the. man to: die, whofe nund adt^usices 
-with his time .;. who feels himfetf a ftranger and a pilr 
gnm upon earth ;. whole tt^ea&re is. in heaVen ; ind 
who views dying as only going home« It requires, that 
yob /Ihould obtain and prefiarvathe eyidence^s of pai*- 
don J without thefe you cannot.be fearlefe aUd tr^^ufl 
ikthe near views of eternity y fincfi.? after death. i® Ae 
^' Judgment/^ . Ifrequirea you to kieep s^ ci>n(deface 
void; of offence towards God and towards^ man* fe 
lie in a condition to die, who ha$ Uvjed in ti^ pfao- 
tice df fame known fk^ and in tfee otniffion of fome 
knowa duty }? I^ he in a condition to die, who has 
worn a mafk of hypocrify, which will now. 4fop />ff 
and expofe him in his true chwa^k^r ? Is be in a con- 
^^^Agiato die, w^ by artifice,. iWi^fdeaUtiS^^i;?^^^ 
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the fec^ of the poor, has amaffed g^h' Which will (fit 
honour him if reftored, and damn hrm'Mf- retain- 
ed ? it requires us to live in the exercife Af brotherly 
kiiidnefs and chai-ity.' Of all we ^do for Him, noth- 
ing pleafes him more than this, ithis we kiiow. he 
will acknowledge in the day of judgment, and why 
not iii the day of death ? ^ Bleffed is he that confider- 
** etH the poor : the Lord wilJ deliver hira: in' time, of 
<' trouble.** " The Lor^ will ftrerigthen him upon 
** the Bed of languifhing' : thou w&fc make all his bed 
*' in hii^ ficknefsi** Many are pi^ajang for him ; ^t 
widows and the fetherlefs cry, and tKeir cry entereth 
*' the ears of the Loiti' of Sabaoth/* It requires an 
attention to religion ii^ yfeur faniilies. ' Iptty that fa^ 
ther, who will be furropnded when he dies with ' chil* 
dren, whofe niinds he never informed, whdfe diffio- 
fitionsf lie iiev^r curbe&i whofe manners Jie never 
guarded- ; 'Who fees bfleah infidel, another a profligate^ 
and all irreligious. 1 know that you a^-e^nbt anfwer- 
iable for the coiiverfion of your offspring, but you are 
refponfible for the ufe of ?ill proper ineansji and if 
thefe have been negkfted, • you will plant yfaur !dying 
pillow with thorns ; whereas if ypii haveferibiaflyauili 
perfeveringly attended tO;them,your dying repofefhall 
not be difturbed by want of fuccefs ;. but you flfallj be 
able to fay, ^* Ahhdugh my houfe be not fo^with God, 
yet hath he rriade with me an eVerlafling covenant:, 
ordered in all things ' and fure ; for this is all my 
*^ Talvatibn and all rfty defire, although he mikeit not 
*^ to grow.** ^ ' ' ..r . . . . 

' In a Word, itJ requires you to live . in the ' ftrenilous 
cultivation of • ptfa&ical and progreffive reUgioifc. 
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•< And befides this, giving all diligence, add to your 
^* faith, virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to 
^* knowledge, temperance ;- and to temperance, pa- 
tience ; and to patience, godlinefs ; and to godli- 
hefe, brotherly kindnefs ; and to brotherly kind- 
** nefs,- charity. For if thefe things be in you, and 
** abound, they mate you that ye (hall neither be 
^^ barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
♦^ Jefus Chrift. But he that lacketh thefe things is 
'•'blind,' and cannot fee far off, and hath forgotten 
^* that he was purged from his old fins. Wherefore 
the father, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and eleftion fure ; for if ye do thefe things 
ye fliall never fell : for fo, an entrance (hall be miri- 
" iftered untOK you abundantly, into the everla(ting 
^^ kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift/* 

My Brethren, If there he fueh differences among 
Chriftiians in dying, we may be affufed that there will 
be inequalities in heaven. If there be fuch diverfities 
in the order of their admidlon, who can fuppofe they 
will all be upon a level as foon as they have entered' 2 
There are various ranks and degrees amcMig our fel- 
low-fervants and elder brethren, thrones and doinin-r 
ionsj principalities and powers. The works of God 
on earth and in the vifible heavens^ are diftingui(hed 
byia'pieafmg- variety ; " All fle(h is not the fame 
♦' flefli : but there is caie kind of fle(hof men, anothw 
^' er ^e(h of beafts^ another of fi(hes, ' and another o£ 
^' birds. There are alfo' cieleftial bodies ' and: bodie& 

A 4 

*• terfbftriai:- but the glory of the celeftiai isone^ 
♦♦knd the glory of the terreftriaVisanotherl There isi^ 
«"(wie: glory of the fun, audi another glory of thv 

C c c 



' 



402 Haffine/i in Deaths [Ssr. xx. 






moon, and another glory of the (Urs ; for one iUr 
differeth from another ftar in glory. So alfo is the 
** refurre^on of the dead." Let us dierefore 
** look to ourfelves that we r#c^ve a full reward/* 

It is impoifibl^ to clofe without aiking you m the 
prefence of God^ What preparation have you mad« 
for a dying hour ? Surely you do not expeS; tQ live 
here always ) you know that you muft die } and H 
ever you think of it, you cannot help wiihing to die 
m peace. But can you hope to conclude in comfort^ 
a life pafTed in guilt f ^ Be not deceived } God i$ not 
^^ mocked : for whatfoevet a man foweth^ that ihall 
^ he alfo reap. Fot he that foweth to ha^ fleihi fiiaU 
^< of the flefh reap C€»rruption t l^ut he that foweth to 
♦^ tjie Spkit, ihall of the Spirit reap life everlaftiag.'* 
You ar0 not in ai ftftte to die evai SiiF^ji^Y. Yow 
ham only heard wh(t you have to lQiie%. To yon no 
tMrwm will b^ adminiHered. 

But I addrefs rtiyfelf to Chnftians ; astd call npQn 
you tQ ttuak much of a dying hour. The care of dy <• 
hig welU vill infiuience you to live fo. Value things 
according to ^e view$ you wtU have of them» 'wbeii 
you look badi froxti the borders of the grave. You 
foe the ble0edne& ^e fpeak of does not dq>en4 upod 
genius, learning, e^Krtldy I'khe^ worldly diftiii^on&# 
Bat fome thbigs have a fkvemrable influence over « 
dybg hour ; value, feleS^ purfue thefe. By ihch ft 
deadly reguhite your plia^s oi Uving. Be piou^Qy am- 
bitious ; feek alter %>iHtual pro^ertty; be rich in 
^th i bis filled vHth ^ fruits of rightedufhefe ; 
8»re dSi diligence to the. foil affurauaci of hope untlQ the 
fmL Hfa^py is the man whoknd longeir ^^ in bon-^ 
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« dage through fear of death ;'* who can think with 
compofure of ** the houfe appointed for all living ;" 
who can fpend an hour among the tombs, and fay, 
** Well, hither I have no reludance to come when my 
" heavenly Father fends the fummons. I know in 
•* whom I have believed j and am perfuaded that He 
<< is able to keep that which I have committed to him 
** againft that day." ** O Death ! where is thy 
** fting ? O Grave ! where is thy viftory ? Thef fting 
^^ of death is fin, and the ftrength of fin is the law ; 
** but thanks be to God, who giveth us the vi&ory 
*^ through our Lord Jefus Chrift/* 
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S E R ]V^ G N XXI. 



SERVICE DONE- mR COD REWARDED. 



EzE?:. xxix. 17—20. ; 

And it came to pafs in the [even and twentieth year^ tH 
thefirji months in thejirji day of the months the word 
of the Lord came unto me^ faying^ Son ofman^ NebU" 
chadrezzar king of Babylon caufed his army tofervi 
a great fervice again/l Tyrus : every head was made 
bald^and every Jhoulder waspeeled ; yet had henowa-^ 
ges^nor bis army for Tyrus ^ for the fervice that he had 
ferved againfi it : therefore thus faith the Lord Godj 
beholdy I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchad* 
rezzar king of Babylon ; and he Jhall take her mul^ 
titude^ and take herfpoil^ and take her prey ; and it 
Jhall be the wages for his army. I have given him 
the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he ferved 
againji it^ becaufe they wrought for me, faith tbi 
Lord God^ 

Surely the Lord will do nothing, 
*' but he revealeth his fecret unto his fervants the 
** prophets." When he would bring in the flood up- 
on the ungodly world, he divulged his purpofe to 
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iio2ii. From Abraham he would not hide the thing 
he was about to do in the deftryjOiion of the cities of 
the plain. When by his judgments he refolvcd to 
punifh the houfe of Eli, he lodged the heavy tidings 
with Samuel. To. Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and-Ezeki^l, hfi 
announced the revolutions and,doom of the furround-^ 
ing nations. 

Now this was done, firft, for the honour . of thefe 
diftinguiihed fervants of God, by Ihewing the confir 
dential friendfhip with which he favoured them ; and 
fecondly, for the conviftion and confirmation . of oth- 
ers. The truth of thefe predi^ions would increafmg* 
ly appear in their fucceflive accomplifhments. The 
inference was obvious a|id imdeniaUle. Who could 
draw back the veil which conceals futurity f Who 
could pierce through theobfcurity of ages and gener- 
ations, and foretell things to come ? He, arid tie 
alone, " who declarefh the end from the beginning, 

and from ancient times the things that are not yet 

done ; faying. My counfel fhall ftand, and I will do j 

*' all my pleafure.'* ' 

The burden of the prophecy which is to engage 
your prefent thoughts, is the donation of Egypt to the 
king of Babylon for his trouble, in taking Tyre. 
. Tyre was a place famous for navigation, merchan* 
dife, and riches. Our prophet calls it, *^ The mart of 
*' natior^s,'* and enumerates the various countries in 
whofe commerce it traded. But trade is perpetually 
changing its refidence. Itpafled from Tyre to Al- 
exandria, from Alexandria to Venice, from Venice to 
Antwerp, from Antwerp to Amfterdam, from Am* 
ilerdam to London. And if tV^ere be ajiy truth in 
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Mftdiy, an abundance of commerce has generally, if 
not univerfally, proved the ruin of the countries m 
trfiich it has prevailed. It pours in wealth ; wealth 
is favourable to every fpecies of wickednefs ; and 
xrickednefs, by its natural tendency, as w6ll as by the 
eurfe of God, brings in calamity and mifery. So it 
was with Tyre» Luxury, pride, infolence, licentiouf* 
nrfs of manners, indifferenfce to the diftreffes of oth^ 
ers, prefumptuoxis confidence in their refources, al! 
thefe abounded among them and foreboded the evi! 
day ; " Therefore thus faith the Lord God \ Behold 
^ I am againft thee, O Tyrus, and will caufe many 
** nations to come up againft thee, as the fea caufeth 
** his waves to come up. For behold, I will bring 
^ upon Tyrus, Nebuchadrezzar king of .Babylon, a 
*^ king of kings, from the north, with horfes and with 
*** chariots, and with horfemen, and companies, and 
** much people. He fhall flay with the fword -thy 
^ daughters in the field : and he ftiall make a forf 
** againft thee, and caft a mount againft thee, and lift 
^ up the buckler againft thee* And he Ihall fetcn- 
^ gines of war againft thy walls, and with his axes he 
•* fliall break down thy towers. Arid I will make 
^^ thee like the top of a rock ; thou ffialt be a place 
** to fpread nets upon j I the Lord have Ipoken it.** 
This predi£Uon was now accomplifhed. Tyre had 
fellefi, but not without immenfe labour and lofa^ 
Thirteen years Nebuchadrezzar befieged it with a 
large army. Toiling for fo many feafons, night and 
day, fummer and winter, the foldiers endured incred^ 
ible hardfliips ; " every head was bald ; every fhouI«« 
** der was peeled.'* For the walls were deemed im* 
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^areguable,. :^d the place being open t<;> the fea coul4 
eaffly receive frefh fupplies of provision and of fl^en 
from the various coionieis which they had in the Med^ 
iterranean. But it$ fate was determined* At length 
a breach was made ; and further refiftance became 
ufeie&.. But numbers of the Tynans efcaped in their 
veflels, after taking their moft valuable articles on 
1>oard9 and thro>;(ring the reft into the fea ; fo thac 
Nebuchadre2zar when he entered, inftead of a rich 
booty to indemnify him for his loffes, found nothing 
but em^ty hotafett and ruins. This was tio foiaU mor- 
tification. Ezekiel is therefore commiflioned td iii-^ 
fure him the acquifition of a country, where he 'irould 
iiild lets difficulty and more recompenfe ; a couittt^ 
Abounding in com, in cattle, and all kinds of rlc&es^ 
^ And it came to pafs in the feven and twsMiedii 
*^ year, in the firft month, in the lirft day of thfir 
** month, the word of the Lord came unto me, faying^ 
^^ Son of mam, Nebuchadrezzar king of BabyioM 
^' caufed his army to fwrve a great fervice agaiiift Ty-* 
^ rus : every head was made bald, and every IhouU 
^^ der wad peeled \ yet had he no wa^es, Xif:^t hiis sUf^ 
^ my; for Tyrus, far the fenrice that be had ferved 
^ againft il : therefore thus faith the Lord God^ 
^z Behold, I will give the land of Egypt «nto N^bii^ 
^^ bhadrezzai^ kipg of Babylon ; and he iliall take b^ 
^ tnukilnde, and take her %di, and tdke h^ prey ; 
«^ aild k ilttll be tlis wages for his atmy. i haveghr-' 
^^ en hiaktl)^ hmdof Egypt for \&& labour wherewith 
^ he; ferted agahifl it, ixsc^e diey wrought for m^, 
« faith the Lord God/' 
TJieie wonk famifh us with ^urse rdkfidons. 
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I. The difpofal of dates and nations is the work o€ 
divine Providence. IL Men mfet ferve God really, 
when they do not ferve him by ^fijgn. III. We flialf 
never be lofers by any thing we do for God. 

v* - • • 

I. The disposal of states and nations is ^ 
THB WORK OF DIVINE Providence. This Dan- 
iel confefled when he laid, " Bleffedbe the name of 
^' God for ever and ever-: for wifdom and might arel 
*'Jtus; and he changeth the times and the feafons ;; 
l^he removeth kings,, and he fetteth up kings : he: 
•> jgiveth wifdom to the wife, and knowledge to theiii 
«' ^i know underftanding." He rejeded Saul, andi 
gave the Kingdom to David an obfcure ftiepherd. He. 
tpok the ten tribes from Rehoboam, and transferrctt 
ijiemto Jeroboam originally an inferior officer in hisf 
QWn'fervice. It was. occafibned indeed by the imprui' 
dence of the king in refufing the advice of the old 
men, and following the rafh counfel of the young ;' 
but " the thing," fo it is exprefsly remarked, " the 
^* thing was of the Lord." Thus He takes Egypt 
from Pharaoh-hophra, and adds it to the poffeffi6ns' 
and territories of the Babylonifli monarch. Nothing 
could be a greater judgment upon a country than to* 
be. laid open to the horrots of invafipii, and delivered' 
up to the defpotifm of an unpriucipled tyrant, whor 
confidered them as his property, ufed them as . his 
tools, degraded them as his vaflals, difpofed of theiA' 
as his vidtims ; fo. that " whom he would h^ flew, and * 
*• whom he would he kept alive ;" but '?« the Lord 
^^ gave it to him." 

Do we examine this difpenfation in reference to th^ 
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authority of God ? It is unqueftionably his preroga^ 
tive ; he has a right to do what he will with his own* 
^' I have made the earth, the man and the beaft that 
*' are upon the ground, by my great power and hf 
^' my out-ftr etched arm, and have given it unto whom 
" it feemeth meet unto me:** 

Do we confider it in coAneffion with the divine 
power ? Nothing is too hard for the Lord ; no dif- 
ficulties lie in his way ; he moves, and vallies rife and 
mountains become a plain ; " all nations before hint 
** are as nothing, and are cotmted to him lefs than 
** nothing and vanity." " When he giveth qyietnefs, 
" then who can make trouble ? and when he hideth 
** his face, then ^ho can behold him ? whether it b$ 
** done againft a nation or againft a man only.** 

Do we furvey the relation it has to the' righteouf- 
hefs of God ? He Is the moral governor of the unl- 
Verfe, ^' who renders to eveiy man according to their 
*' works.** individuals can be rewarded or puniflied 
in another world ; but - communities are judged only 
in this. Here he deals with them in a way of retri- 
bution, and in none of his proceedings is he arbitra- 
ly ; there is always a daufe. " kighteoufnefs exalteth 
** a nation, and fin is a reproach to any people.** 
** O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do with you as this pot- 
*^ ter ? faith the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the 
*^ potter's hand, fo are ye in my hand, O houfe of 
" Ifrael. At what inftant I (hall fpeak concerning ^ 
** nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and 
^* to pull down, and to defti*oy it ; if that nation 
*^ againft whom I have pronounced, turn from 
^' THEIR EVIL, I will repent of the evil that I thought 
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" to do unto them. And at what inftant I fhall fpeak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
build and to plant it ; if it do evil in my fight, 
that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the 
good wherewith I faid I j^vould benefit them.*' 
Do we think of it in application to our own times ? 
We fhould remember that it has nothing in it pecu- 
liar or uncommon ; that perfons in former ages are 
to be viewed as fair fpecimens of human nature in gen* 
eral, and the dealings of divine Providence with them 
as holding forth the unchangeable nature and perfec- 
tions of God ; that " he is the governor among the 
** nations'* now, as much as in the days of Ezekiel ; 
and that were a hiftory of modem events to be writ- 
ten by infpiration, we fliould find him " working all 
** things after the counfel of his own will/' and read 
it recorded, that 5« Out of him came forth the comer, 
*^ out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out 
*' of him every oppreffor together." 

And my brethren, this is precifely the view we 
fliould endeavour to take of thefe changes, A Chrifr 
dan Ihould be wifer than other men, and where they 
9an only find inftrumeitts, he fhould recognife a di- 
vine agency ; where they only fee a creature, he ihould 
acknowledge a God, " of whom, and through whom, 
^ and to whom are all things." When we view this 
fovereign Caufe of all events, the face of the univerfe 
is changed ; the earth inftantly becomes a place of 
equity and order : the hiftory of the world is the hif- 
tory of God, and is worth reading. Unlefs we fix 
upon this principle, we fhall be in danger of debafing 
ourfelyes by joining in worldly parties and political 
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rage ; of feeling too much confidence in one clafs of 
men, and too much fear of another ; of prefcribing 
the courfe of events, and fuffering difappointment and 
mortification when our favorite meafures are fubvert- 
ed. We have feen how ftrangely unanfwerable to 
any human expectation various occurrences have 
proved ; how little comparatively there is in the vari- 
ous modifications of civil policy deferving the anxiety 
of a Chriftian; how much under all forms of govern- 
ment the paffions of men remain the fame. A high* 
er remedy is neceflary, and it is to be found in the 
Gofpel only ; and by their favourable bearings on the 
diffufion of this blefling, it becomes us principally to 
efUmate all public revolutions. This is the end God 
has ultimately in view, and he is able to accomplifh it. 
He is " wonderful in counfel, and excellent in work- 
ing." He is doing all things, and he is " domg all 
things well.'* Let us not make our ignorance the 
flandard, of his perfefkion. He will deduce order 
from confufion, and good from evil. " He flilleth 
^' the raging of the fea, and the tumult of the people.'* 
" The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the 
" multitude of the ifles be glad thereof." Surely, 
O Lord, the wrath " of man fhall praife thee, the re- 
'^ mainder of wrath fhalt thou reflrain." Which leads 
us to obferve, 

IL That men may serve God jreally, when 
THEY do not serve HIM BY DESIGN. Nebuchad- 
rezzar and his army, fays God, " wrought for me.** 
'* O Aflyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ftaflf in 
** their hand is mine indignation. ^ will fend him 
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^' againft an hypocritical nation, and againft the peo- 
^' pie of my wrath will I give him a charge to take the 
^' fpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down 
" like the mire of the ftreets. Howbeit he meaneth 
^' not fo, neither doth his heart think fo ; but it is in 
'' his heart to deftroy and to cut off nations njot a few.** 
The men obeyed their commanders j their command- 
ers obeyed Nebuchadrezzar ; Nebuchadrezzar obey- 
ed his pride, ambition, avarice, revenge ; and his pride, 
ambition, avarice, and revenge obeyed the will of 
Heaven. He knew nothing of God j but God knew 
him, and " girded and guided him.** He had 
one end in view, and God another ; but in taking a 
wicked city, he was fulfilling the word of truth, and 
infliding the judgments of heaven ; therefore fays 
God, " he wrought for me,** And Tj^rha^t do we learn 
from hence, but that great men, bad men^ the worft 
of men, while purfuing tiieir enterprifes, are fubjeft 
to a divine controul ; are impelled in a prefcribed di- 
reftion j are direfted to a deftined mark ? What a 
ftrange fcene was here ; the king of Babylon and his 
hofts arming at the divine call, and marching forth to 
fubdue countries, to plunder provinces, to demolilh. 
cities, and in all this 4oing God fervice ! But God 
can turn things from their natural tendency into op-^ 
pofite channels ; he can make men aO: neceffarily, 
while they are aftinjg voluntarily j he can bind them 
•while they feel not their chains, but even boaft of 
their- liberty. He has many, defigns to accompliib, 
a|id he fuits his inftrumenta to their work. Some of 
his purpofes are dreadful, and he can make execution^, 
f rs of thofe who are unqualified to wait in his roya^ 
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prefence. Some of them are preparatory ; and he 
may ufe in removing the rubbifh, thofe who could * 
not be employed in the ereftion of the fair 
edifice. 

And thus Nebuchadrezzar is called the fervant of 
God, as well as the apoftle Paul ; but obferve the dif- 
ference between them, and as God will derive glory 
from all his creatures, inquire which of thefe charac- 
ters you are refembling. The former ferves God on- 
ly from the influence of an overruling Providence ; 
the latter from the operation of divine Grace. " Be- 
** hold he prayeth ;" his language is, " Lord, what 
*' wilt thou have me to do ?'* He catches the fpirit of 
his Matter ; enters cheerfully into all his views ; doth 
Jiis will " from the heart.*^ And fo it is veith all his 
fmcere followers. Whatever they once were, they 
^e made willing in the day of his power ; their minds 
are enlightened, their difpofitions are renewed ; they 
glorify him from conviftion and principle ; it is their 
aim ; the delight of their fouls, and the bufinefs of 
their lives. " O Lord, other lords befide thee have 
^' had dominion over us ; henceforth by thee only 
*' will we make mention of thy name. Speak, Lord, 

for thy fervant heareth. I hold myfelf at thy difpo- 

fal ; prefcribe the laws which are to govern me j 
^' choofe my inheritance for me." 

Such is their language ; and never will they have 
caufe to repent of their engagements. They have 
chofen that good part which ihall not be taken from 
them : in life and in death ; in time and in eternity, 
they will have reafon to fay, *' Thou haft dealt well 
^* with thy fervant, O Lord.'* "For, 
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III. None can be losers by any thing 
tHEY DQ FOR GoD. In one way or another he will 
furely recompenfe them. Even fervices done for 
him by worldly men obtain a temporal reward. The 
Egyptian females, though ftrangers to the common- 
wealth of Ifrael, '> feared God, and did not as the king 
« commanded them, but fayed the men-children 
^ alive ; therefore God dealt well with them, and he 
" made them houfes.'* Jehii was a vain, oftentatious, 
wicked prince, " and departed not from the fms of Je- 
*' roboam the fons of Nebat^ who made Ifrael to fin ;*' 
but " the Lord faid unto Jehu, Becaufe thou haft 
•* done well in executing that which is right in mine 
« ey^s,, and haft done unto the houfeof Ahabaccord- 
" ing to . all that was in mine heart, thy children of 
" the fpurth generation ihall fit upon the throne of 
^ Ifrael.** So here " I have given Nebuchadrezzar 
^^ the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he ferv- 
" ed againft it, becaufe they wrought for me, faith 
" the Lord God." This is indeed a poor recom- 
penfe. It niay appear fplendid and important in the 
eye of the vain and the fenfual, but the righteous are 
far frpw envying it. They dread to be excluded 
from future hope by the fentence « they have their 
*^ reward.*' They are more afraid of the deftiny than 
of the malice of the wicked, and therefore pray « de- 
^ liver my fpul from the wicked which is thy fword j 
^ from men of the world, who have their portion in 
> « this life, and whofe belly thou fiUeft with thy hid 
^ treafure : they are full of children, and leave the 
«♦ reft of their fuhftance to their babes. As for me, I 
« will behold thy face in righteoufnefs : I fhall 
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•' be fatisfied when I awake with thy likenefs.*' 
Egypt was all the remuneration of Nebuchadrezzar, 
and what could it do for him ? What is it to him now ? 
Ye fervants of the moft high God, who know him 
and love him, he has provided fome better thing for 
you. You may argue from the lefs to the greater. 
Does he reward heathens, and will he abandon Chrif- 
tians ? Does he obfierve flaves, and difregard fbns who 
ferve him ? Does he honour inftruments, and pafs by 
thofe who ftrive to pleafe and glorify him ? *'' Fear 
^* not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleafure 
*^ to GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM." He who notice4 
the hardfliips endured by the poor foldiers before Tyre 
when every head was bald, and every flioulder peel- 
ed, will not fuffer you to labour in vain ; he fees 
your difficulties ; confiders the burdens under which 
you bend ; he hears your groans, and your fighs, 
when without are fightings, and within are fears* 
They who fpeak often one to another, and they who 
think only upon his name, are recorded in the book 
of his remembrance. ** God is not unrighteous to 
•' forget your work of faith and labour of love.** * He 
applauded the widow*s mite. He faid of Mary, *♦ She 
** hath done what (he could.** " He that receiveth 
a prophet in the name of a jw'ophet, Ihall receive a 
prophet*s reward : and he that receiveth a righteous 
man in the name of a righteous man, ihall receive 
a righteous man's reward. And whofoever ihall 
give to drink unto one of thefe little ones a 
cup of cold water only in the name of a difciple, 
** verily I fay unto you, he fhall in no wife Tofe bis 
** reward.** 



u 
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Chriftians, let all this animate you to vigorous and 
increafing exertion. It is condefcenfion and kindnefo 
in God to employ you. He needs you not ; he does 
it ta improve you, to honour you, to enable you to 
procure what you can never deferve ; to give your 
happinefs the nature of a reward. Do you not long 
to be employed by him ? Is it nothing to be workers 
together with God ? Is it a vain thing to ferve the 
Lord ? *' Godlinefs is profitable unto all things, hav- 
*• ing promife of the life that now is, and of that which 
" is to come.'* " There is no man that hath left 
** houfe, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children^ 
** for the kingdom of God^s fake, who fhall not re- 
*' ceive manifold more in this prefent time, and in the 
*• world to come life everlafting.'' " Be ye ftrong 
** therefore ; and let not your hands be weak, for 
** your work fliall be rewarded.** 

Do you alk, how can we work for him ? In pulling 
down the ftrong holds of fm ; in diiFufmg truth ; in 
fupporting the gofpel ; in maintaining the worfhip of 
God ; in feeding the hungry ; in teaching the igno- 
rant ; in reclaiming the vitious ; for " it is not the 
*' will of your Father, who is in heaven^ that one of 
" thefe little ones fliould perifti.** . 
. Do you afk, and what will be our reward ? You 
will find it in the very nature of your work ; you will 
find it iii the glow of pleafure which attends virtuous 
exertion ; you will find it in the approving teftimony 
of your own confcience ; you will find it in the ef* 
teem of the wife and good ; you will find it in the 
bleffing of them that were ready to perilh ; you will 
find it in the applaufe of your Lord and Saviour ; 
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^* Well done^ good and faithful fervant, thou h?iffi 
** bfeein faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
** ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy of 

" thy Lord." 

What ! fome are ready to exclstini, what, are yod 
preaching itp the doftrine of merit ! God forbid. 
Merit ! when both our difpoimon and our ability to 
ferve Him come from his Grace; Merit ! when therd 
is no proportion betweieh the reward and the work*- 
Merit ! when after we have done all, we are unprofit-* 
able ferysynts, and have done no mo^re than was our 
duty to do. Merit 1 when in many things we all of- 
fend j and dderv^ toddemnatioii for our defeats ratbei' 
than recotftpiefife for ouf doings. Merit ! whan all 
who ever ferved God aright have exclaimed, " Not 
^^ unto i^s, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy ^name 
give we glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth^s?' 
fake : b5^ the grace of God I am what I am ; I la- 
boured, yet nbt I, but the grate of God which was 
** with me." But let tisnot under a fenfetefs clanl-' 
our be afraid to do juftice to the language of Scrip- 
ture ; to bring forward motives which we find ftated 
by infinite wifdom ; to difplay the munificence of 
God, the folly of thofe who refufe his yoke, the Wit 
dom of thofe who fefve him ; •^ Wherefore, my 'be- 
" loved Brethren, be ye ftedfail, unmoveable, always 
" abounding in the work 6f the Lord, forafmuch 

" as ye know your labour is not in vain in the 
« Lord.'' 

Finally, Let us think of the Saviour* Did GodL 

remunerate a defpicable tyrant for his /labour and 

hardflups, though they were not perfonal, and for fu|» 
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filling His purpofe, though it was not intentional ? 
*'. Behold his Servant whom he upholds, his Eled in 
^ whom his foul delighteth." This was exprefsly 
his motive : " Lo ! I come to do thy will, O God • 
** thy law is within my heart.'* He trod " the wine- 
** prefs alone, and of the people there was none with 
" him." Behold Him poor, not having where to lay 
his head ; def|Mfed and rejefted of men ; exceedmg 
forrowful. What a life of fuflfering ! What a death 
<rf anguifli ! What does God thiqk of all this ? •* He 

* was obedient unto death, even the death of the 

* cyofs J wH£R£FOR£ God alfo hath highly exalted 
^ him, and given him a nsune which is above every 

" name : that at the name of Jefus every knee fliould 
^ bow, of things in heaven, ai;id things in earth, 
^ an4 things under the earth ; and thit every tongue 
^ fliould confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glo-» 
« ry <rf God the Father.'* " He fliall fee his feed, 
^ he (hall prolong his days, and the pleafure of the 
^ Lord ihall profper in his hands. He fliall fee of 
^ the travail of his foul, and fliall be fatisfied. 
•* Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
^ great, and he fliall divide the fpoil with the ftrong ; 
^ BECAUSE he hath poured out his foul unto death : 
^ aind he was numbered with the ti:anfgreflbrs ; and 
!! he bare the fins of many, and made interceffion for 
the tranfgreifors. Aflc of me, and I fliall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
moft parts of the earth for thy pofleflion. His 
name fliall endure for ever ; his name fliall be con- 
tinued as long as the fun : and men fliall be blefled 
in him ; all nations fliall call him blefled. Ble&d 
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*< be the Lord God of Ifrael, who only doeth won- 
^^ derful things. And blefled be his glorious name 
^' for ever ; and let the whole earth be filled with his 
*• glory. Amen and Amen." 
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fHE DISAPPOINTMENTS OFLIFfl, 



Job xxis:. 18. 

Then Ifaid^ Ijhall die in my neji. 

IF we examine the world in which we live, we 
ihall every where difcover variety, chapgeablenefs, 
and fucceffion. Here plains rife into mountains, and 
there hills fink into vallies. We fee wellrwatered 
meadows, and dry and barren fands. We rejoice ii^ 
the light, but we are foon enveloped in darknefs. We 
hail the lovelinefs of fpring^ and welcome the ap- 
proach of fummer ; but the agreeable months foon 
roll away, sind the north pours down the defolations 
of winter. Equally chequered and variable is human 
life. Our bodies, our relations, our conditions and 
circumftances are perpetually changing. But this 
diverfity conftitutes die beauty and the glory of Prov- 
idence. It difplays the divine perfedions,' by render-, 
ing their interpo(ition neceffary and obvious. It fur^ 
nifhes means, by which the difpofitions of men are 
tried,' and their characters formed. It lays hold of 
their hope and fear, joy and forrow ^ and exercifes^ 
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erery principle of their nature m A»r education for 
'eternity. 

Hence; Divine Providence is always deferving of our 
attention. Provideiice — ^is God in motion. Provl- 
jdence-»-is, God teaching by fa^. Providence— -fe 
.God fuljfilling, explaining, enforcing his own word. 
Providencer-^s God rendering natural events fiibfer- 
vient to Spiritual purpofes ; roufmg our attention 
avhen we ^e c^rf Ipfs ( reminding us of our obliga- 
tions whej5i w^ are ungrateful ; recalling our conft- 
jdence wheQ we dep^ from him by dependence upon 
features. ^^ Whofo is wife, and will obferve thefe 
^\^ things, eivcn^theyjhall uhderftand the loving-kind- 
5' nefs of tl)e Lord." / , . 

. The wqrdfl whiqh I have read give iiis an x^pportuni- 

.Xy ta ,piu*fce atid inipi'ove thefe refleftions* When 

JpJD uttereji jhem " he had fevenfohs and three daugh- 

/^iterjS- His;fubftanc^ alfo was feven thoufand fheep, 

^* and three thoufand camels, and five hundred yoke 

^5 of Qxe^,' and. five hundred flie-affes, and a very great 

, ?* hoijfehold 9 fo that this man was the greateft of all 

*' the men of the eaft." Hear his own language : 

*^ I waflied my fteps with butter, and the rOck pour- 

f * ed me out rivers of oil. When I went out to the 

" gate through the city, when I prepared my feat in 

?* the ftreet, the young men f^w me and hid them- 

felves : and the aged arofe and flood up. The 

princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on 

** their mouth* The nobles held their peace, and 

'♦*- their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth.** 

,He had fomething better than all this. " When the 

*<^ ^ar heard me, then it bleffed me j and when the 
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** eye faw me, it gaire witnefs to me ; becaufe I delhr- 
** ered the poor that cried ; and the fatherlefs, and 
** him that had none to help him. The bleffingof 
** him that was ready to perifh came upon me : and 
I caufed the widow's heart to iing for joy. I put on 
righteoufhefs, and it clothed me : my judgment was 
^ as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the blind, 
" and feet was I to the lame. I was a father to the 
** poor : and the caufe which I knew ^pt I searched 
*^ out. And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
** plucked the fpoil out of his teeth. Then I faid, I 
•* fliall die in my neft. Then, when I had fuch 
•• wealth, power, authority, honour ; Then, when 
** all was green and flowery, when my Iky was clear 
.** and no cloud appeared ; Then, concluding on the 
** permanency of my condidon, imagining I was in no 
*• danger of vicii&tude, and fuppofing I ihould live 
** happy and end my days in peace j Then I faid, I 
** Ihall ^e in my neft/* 

What does this paffage of fcripture imply and ex- 
prefs ? What views and feelings of mind does it char- 
acterize ? 

L In thefe words we fe^i fomething good ; even 
in his greateft profperity. Job thought of dying ; 
whatever changes he hoped to efcape in life, he expefl:- 
ed an hour of difiblution, and knew if his pofleffions 
were continued he Ihould be called to leave them. 

Death is always an irkfome confederation to the 
man of the world who has his portion in this life, and 
poflefles no hope of a better. He therefore ftrives to 
Wiifh it from his thoughts. He puts far off the evil 
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day, and lives as if he flattered himfelf with an immor« 
tality upon earth. But the believer keeps up a famil- 
iar acquaintance with it. He does not think of death 
only when trouble embitters life and forces him to fay, 
** I loathe it, I would not live always/' He refleds 
upon it when the world fmiles, as well as when it 
frowns. Whatever be his prefent circumftances, he 
feels and confeffes himfelf to be a ftranger and a pil« 
grim on the earth ; his hope is always infinitely fupe- 
rior to his enjoyments ; beyond the grave he has a 
houfe not made with hands, a city which hath 
foundations, a better, a heavenly country, more nu- 
merous, more endeared connexions. There lies his 
inheritance j there dwells his Father ; there is his 
eternal home. Hence we have feen even perfons pof- 
feifed of riches, honour, friends, health, and furround- 
ed with every thing defirable, " willing to depart to 
" be with Chrift which is for better." 

It muft however be acknowledged, that it is far more 
difficult to maintain this (late of mind in pleafing and 
profperous circujnftances, than in trying and diftreff- 
ing fcenes. It was a wife refleftion of Charles the 
Fifth to the Duke of Venice, when he ihewed him 
the Treafury of St. Mark, and the glory of his prince- 
ly Palace, inftead of admiring them, he faid, " Thefe 
" are the things that make men fo loathe to die." 
When every thing is agreeable in our condition, we 
are in danger of feeling a difpofition to fettle, and of 
laying, " It is good for us to be here ;" not, " Arife, 
" let us go hence." We. think of adorning, not 
leaving j qf pulling down our banis and building 
greater, not of contrafting all intO. th^ narrow limits 
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of the grave. But it would be wife to take often reafj 
izing views of death. It would come over us as lifee aT 
cloud to cool OUT brainlefs ardours ; it would checks 
the pride of life, which fo often carries us away ; it- 
would fanftifjr our poffeffions, and keep our profperity^ 
from deftroying us ; it would lead uis to ufe foberly 
and profitably thofe talents of which fo ftiorily we muft 
give up our account ; it would excite us to fecure 
thofe things in their ufes and effefts which we cannot 
retain in their fubftance, and urge us to be " rich in 
** good works, ready to diftribute, willing t© commu- 
*' nicate ; laying up in ftore for ourfelves a good 
♦* foundation againft the time to come ;*' and to make 
ourfelves " friends of the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, 
*' that when we fail they may receive us into everlaft-» 
** ing habitations."' 

Accuftom yourfelves therefore to reflections f6 ufe-' 
ful, and learn to " die daily." Say, whilte walking' 
over your fields. The hour is coming when I fliall be- 
hold you no mtore ; when you go over your manfion, 
" If I wait the grave is my houfe •/' as you eftimate^ 
your property, " I cannot tell who fliall gather it.** 
This apparel which I now lay afide and refume, I fliall 
foon lay afide for ever ; and this bed, in which I now 
enjoy the fleep of nature, will by and by feel me chill- 
ing it with the damps of death. " Lord, make me 
*' to know mine end and the meafure of my daysj 
*' what it is, that I may know how frail I am !** And^ 
furely it requires contrivance and difficulty to keep- 
off refledions fo reafonable and falutary. Every thing 
is forcing the confideration upon you ; every thing is^ 
faying, " The timeis fliort j it remains that they that 
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*' have wives be as though they had none ; and they 
" that weep as though they wept not ^ and they that 
*~* rejoice as though they rejoiced not ; and they that 
buy as though they pofleffed not ; and they thaf 
ufe this world as not abufing it : for the fafliion of 
thfe world paffeth away." I ani the more diligent, 
feys the apoftle Peter, " knowing that I muft fhortly 
*' put off this my tabernack, even as oiir Lord Jefus 
** Chrift hftth fhewed me/- And has he not fhewed 
you the fame, if not by iminediate revelation, yet by 
the language of Scripture, by the brevity of life, by 
the lofs of connections, by perfonaldecays ? " Stand 
** with your loins girded, and ybur lamps bumriig/*^ 
*^ Man^ that is born of a woman, is of few days and 
" full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and 
*^ is (iiit down : he fleeth alfo as^a fliadow, and <56n-2 
Jinueth not.'* *' The fathei^s, where are they ? and* 
the prophets, do they Kv0 for ever ?** We enter the 
tity, and fee man going to his long home, arid ffee 
mourners going about the ftreets.- We «iter the faiic-' 
tiiary, and mifs thofe with whom Ire once took fweet 
CQimfel, and went to tjte houfe of God in company ; 
ikeir flaces know th«m n6 more for ever. We enter ' 
our jQwn dwellings^ and- painful recolledion is awak- 
ened, by the feats they once filled, by the books drey 
once read arid have left folded down with theii* owa 
hands ; we walk fmm room to room, and figh^ ^ Lov* 
*^ er andfeiend hail thou put far from me, and niine 
** acquaixuaace into darknefe." We eacamihe otir- 
feke% aiul find that our ftrei^h is not the ftrength of 
ftones, nor are our bones br^fe j v^e are cruftied be* 
fore the math j at our beft ^^t/c "we ore tAtojethet 
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Yanity. And is it for fuch beings to live as if they 
were never to dieJ O Lord, " fo teach us to number 
*' Qur days, that vse may apply our hearts unto vrif* 
•^dom/' 

n. In thefe words we fee fomething desirabli. 
Who does not wifti to have his poffeffions and enjoy- 
ments continued ? to efcape painful revolutions in 
his circumftances ? " to die in his neft ?'* We talk of 
the benefit of aflBiiftion, but affliction fimply confider- 
ed is. not eligble. We decry the paffions, but we are 
required to regulate the ps^ons rather than expet^ 
th^m. We appeal to Scripture, but the Scripture 
knows nothing of a religioa founded upon the ruins of 
humanity, and unfuitable to the lile that now is. He- 
"who made us know» our frame, and does not exped: 
us to be IndifFerent to pain or eafe, to ficknefs or health, 
tp indigence or competency^ to exile or a place where 
to lay our heads. Thefe temporal things are good 
in themfelves ; they are needful ;. we have bodies as 
well as fouls ; we have conneQions to provide for a^- 
well as our own perfons. They* are fometimes prom- 
ifed in Scripture. We find piou3> men praying for* 
them *y and their prayers are i:eeorded wi(£ honour.. 
Our error in defiring them confifts in^ two things. 

'Firll, In defiring them ukconditionai^i^y. In, 
praying for temporal bleffings, we are always to keep 
a referve upon our wifhes, including fubmiffion to the 
will of God, and a reference to our real weljBare. For 
we often know not what to pray for as we ought, and. 
may be more injured by the gratification than by the 
r^fufaLdf o\xr defires.. We know ourfelves very inL«* 
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perfedly, said h^iee we cannot determine what influ« 
cnce untried circumftances would have upon our 
minds. Placed in the fame fituations with others, 
we may ad the v^ry part we now condemn. The 
changes which may take place in our charader may 
furprife others afwi fhock ourfelves. ** Who know- 
eth what is good for man in this life, all the days of 
his vain liie which he (pendeth as a ihadow ?*' Why 
God, and God only. Hefer therefore the decifion . 
to Him ; it is your intereft as well as your duty to 
leave him to choofe all for you. 

*' His choice is lafer than your qst^ 

** Of ages paft inquire — 
*— What the moft formidable fate ? 

* To have your own defire.'* 

Hence the prayer which Socrates taught his pupil 
Alcibiades is not unworthy the ufe of a Chriftian ; 
** That he fhould befeech the Supreme Being'to give 
•*' him what was good for him though he fhould not 
'* alk it, and to withhold from him whatever was in- ' 
** jurious, if by his folly he &ould be led to pray 
« for it.'* ' 

Secondly, When we defire them supremely. 
For whatever be their utility, they are not to be com- 
pared with fpiritual bleffings in heavenly places in 
Chrift. Things are to be valued and purfued accord* 
ing to their importance. Many things are ferviceable ; 
'' but one thing is needful." Civil freedom is valua- 
ble ; but the glorious liberty of the fons of God is 
much more precious. It ]& well for the body to be 
in health j but it is much better ^^r tKe foul to prot 
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per. Silver and gold are ufeftil ; bat tK^^ffe ire du^ 
rable riches with righteoufndfs. It is plealing to die 
ia our neft ; but it is much more defirable to die even 
in t prifon or upon a dung-hill, if w'e can fay with 
Simeon, *' L<!«rd,now letteft thou thy fi^rvant d^pairt 
" in peace accordiiig to thy word, tot mine eyes haV^ 
** feen diyfdvation/' 

III. In thefe word& we find fomet^infg very c6Mr 
MON. It is affluence and 6afe cheriftdng confidence 
and prefumption- It is a fuppdfition that we Ihall 
have no changes becaufe we feel none. The confe- 
quence is natural, and it is eafily explained. Prefent 
diings moft powerfully imprefs the mind. Take a 
man in trouble, and with what difficulty will you per-, 
fuade him to expeft better days. The gloom of hi^ 
fituation darkens hisi very foul, and the burden of his 
affliftion preffes and keeps down every cheerful fentin 
ment. Ts&e a man in agreeable dtcumftances, arid 
lis feelings will give a colour to future fcenes ; every 
thing will appear favourable becaufe every thing vs, 
«afy ; the mind| foftei^ed down by indulgence, ihrtnks 
«ven from the contemplation of difficulties ; and 
when experience has not fumifhed him with any iiir 
Aances of the precarioulhefei of worldly things, he 
leans on thefe fupports too firmly, and does not fuf- 
peft that they will give way. Hence Agar prefers 
mediocrity to wealth ; " Lefl I be full and deny thee, 
^^ and fay, Who is the Lord ?" Hence we are tb. 
charge the rich, " not to tnift in nnc^rtain riches.'^ 
The admonition implies the tendency there is in the 
affluent to itaidulge fucha dependence. H^rvmg fricsidsi 
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^iid |i6>j|r^rfal altestttefe, and ^Hd6tifag^ by tiKf fu«rfelfe 
of theif" former plans afld ^ieltidfiife', the eoH^ilifidii 
follows; " To-ittorrc^ (Kill be ^a thfe dsy, Stt4 
^* tuixdh faof e abutidam." ^* -Their liiwatd thod^t 
" is, that their houfes fliall cemfiff&e f&iev&t, aAd thtif 
*^ dv^etKftg-places to all g^werstti^g : thef carH tfeif 
*Uand aft^r their cmti fl^lri^/' *^Hdfeirfi fe &i^- 
^* heart, I (hall fieV^i^ b'6 iM)Vfed : fSr I ffiialt riWfcf b^ 
^* ih advef fity/'* Hear the mSii* 4h^f^ grbtittd bfbiight 
*' forth plentifully 5 *^ Soti!^ thdii &ift rii'ifth gbods^Md 
up for many years, take thine eafe, eat, drittfc, M'd 
be merry.** When did not profperity promote car- 
nal fecurity 2ttid prefumptuo^lis confidence ? Of Moiib 
God complains, " Thou haft trufted in . thy . work* 
" and in thy treafures/ ■ ^' Jeihurliis ^d^ei fat, aiid 
"kicked. Then he forfook God which mad^ hiita^* 
^« and lightly efteemed the r6ck of his falvation.'* 

For this is not the eafe with the people of the v^ofid 
only ; es/en the godly are i^ d«ftigef of the fajsa^, ef ih 
David is an exampk. Thotrgh he had? pafled thrdugh 
very tryiag fcenes, the eafe which fucc^eded fedms- 
to have aboliflied the memory of thetn, and by ion* 
tinued indulgence his hopes became eaartWy aad fyfh ;- 
^* In my profpmty I faid, I fhatt Uteyer be m6ved.'' 
Good Hezekiah furniftes anothef" inftante. He ha4 
b^en recovered from ficknefe, d^liveil'ed frcfm invafion,' . 
and enriched by prefents f ** But Hezekiah rendered- 
". not agaan according to the benefit done unt6 him ; 
" for his heart was lifted up,;" his gifeatiiefs elated 
him. He gloried in his abundaiJce^' aiid yaiftly ex- 
pofed the treafures of his palacg • to tfee ambiflkdors 
pf Babylon he fliewed his ne(\;^ ^d th^y ^^^^ ^^^V^- 
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chadnezzar their mafter, who retuiiaed and took it* 
It is the very image under which this plunderer 
fpeaks of his pillage ; *f By the ftrength of my hand 
I have done it, and. by my wifdom ; for I am pru- 
dent : and I have reinoved the bounds of the peo- 
ple, and havq robbed their treafures ; and my hand 
** hath found as a neft. the riches of the people : and 
** as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered 
** all the earth ; and there was none that moved the 
" wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped." And thig 
brings us, 

IV* To obferve in thefe words fomething very 
JALSE and VAIN ; " Then I faid, I fhall die in my 
** neft !" Ah, Job ! " Boaft not thyfelf of to-morrow, 
** for thou knoweft not what a day may bring forth/' 
** While you fpeak, the ftorm is rifmg which will 
** fhake down your neft, and lodge its contents upon 
^ the dung-hill." In a few hours, you will be deprived 
of all ; one meflenger fhall announce the lofs oT your 
cattle ; another the deftru£don of your fervants ; a 
third the death of your children. You will feel your 
health con^verted into loathfomeneis and difeafe ; and 
you w31 fit anlongft the aihes, and take a potiherd to 
fcrape yourfelf withal. And while your head is bare 
to the pelting of the pitilefs ftorm, your friends will 
come around you, and read you ledures upon hypoc- 
rify, and infinuate that the fins in which you have pri- 
vately indulged have at laft found you out. Mifera- 
ble comforters ! And you, alas ! how changed your 
voice ! You will fay in the bittemefs of your foul^ 
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^ I was not in fafety , neither had I reft^ jidther was I 
^ quiet, yet trouble came.'* 

So ignorant are we of futurity ^ fa erroneous are 
wein our calculations ; fo liable are we to mortifying 
viciiEtudes ! " The inhabitants of Maroth waited care*- 
** fully for good, but evil came down from the Lord 
*' unto the gate of Jerufalem." " Behold," fays 
Hezekiah, " for peace I had great bittemefs/* "We 

looked for peace," fays the Church, " but no good. 
" came ; and for a time of health, and behold trou- 
^ ble/' Indeed whatever engages our affedion may 
become a fource of forrow j whatever excites our hope 
j may prove the means of difappointment. Such i^ 

I the hard condition upon which we take all our earthly 

I comforts. 

Are we fecure from ^fappointment with regard tor 
Life ? This is the tenure by which we hold all our 
poiTef&ons, and nothing can be more uncertain. " For 
^^ man aUb knoweth not his time ; as the fifhes that 
^^ are taken in an evil net, and the birds that are 

caught in the fnare ; fo are the fons of men fiiared 

in an evil time, when it falleth fuddenly upon 
*' them." ** Go td now, ye that fay. To-day or to- 

morrow we will go into fuch a city, and contin*. 

ue there a ye^, and buy and (ell, and get gain r 

whereas ye know not what fliall be on the morrow. 

For what is your life ? It is eveu a vapour, that 
^^appeareth for a Utile time, and then vanifheth 
" away." 

Are we fecure from* difappointment in our 
HEAL.TH ? This blefling is neQ^Jaty ^^ ^^ reliftung 
«ery other enjoyment % but k^^ precarious k the 






C4 



iSS JU^f^twmu Qf Lifc:^ E^Seb.. ±xiU 



bined caufes does it depend !r Hqw eafily imy fpiiie of 
them be deratiged !. Are wje evc^r fefe from tbofe acci- 
d^3l:3 which may ftrifce, car thofe difeafes which may. 
invade us ? Haw many hxve baetiz cairipelled by paiii 
and indifpofitiaii tadiM)p an eaterprife which they had' 
undertakfiii, a journey . which they bad begun I 

Are we fecure fnoiBt difappoidtiaeat with regard to 
Chii^dren ? Tlje foreboding? of the parental mind 
ar§} fond and flattering j hut, Qh k how unanswerable" 
to leager expeffcaitioa jjave events often pifoxed ! ** This 
"fame (hall comfort u&'* has-^beSn feud of many a 
child who has been difiiiemhered or fickly in body, be-- 
clouded in miderftanding, vitoias and diforderly in 
life, embarraffed and miferable in circurmftances. The 
fitthcr had looked foriord, and promifed hiinfeif an 
ent^taioixig companion ; ^d behoJd the ca^e and the 
ei^pinfe.of fourteen years csarripdjdowato ithe grave ! 
Se^: Rachd 5 (he has fesen laying afide the little gar-* 
mentsher bufy handa^haxl wrought, and putting out 
of fight the toys which lately charmed the defire of her 
e^es ; awad " weeping for her children, refufes to be* 
**-'Oomforted-iiecaule ihey ar^not.'* 
. Are we fecure from difeppoinjment with regard to^ 
I?i^iBND.sHip ? How many of our ^onnediDos have- 
cteopped us already, and by their painful defeftions^ 
have caBe4 upon u& to ci^e from nwn. How ianXV 
is the jouuunbfir of true ft^erling feiends, wJio wHl abide 
the day of trial ! Some of thofe who are now fiawn- 
ii^ vfQf^d not, if a change of circumftances occurred^: 
eyeft know us.# They leave the garden in wintery 
t^^^ i» nothing to gather* The flower which ^efi 
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placed in tliefr bofom, as foon as it has exhaled its per-; 
firaie, they throw withered into the dirt. Of what 
life is the * fcafFolding when the building is jRnifhed. 
It is laid by out of fight. " My brethren/* fays the 
renowned fttfferer, ** have deak deceitfully as a brook, 
** and as the flream of brooks they pafs away ; what 
** time they wax warm they vanifh ; when it is hot 
•* they are Confumed out of their place/* 

Are we fecure from difappointment with regard'^tci 
Property ? Where can you fafely lay up treafi^^e 
upon earth ? Water inundates, flames devour, itibth 
arid rtift corrupt, thieves break through and fteal; 
Riches make to themf elves wings and flee away. ApJl 
peararices may be favourable, plans may be well laid^ 
ev6ry affiftance neceflary to fuccefs may be procured j 
but ^ th^ race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to 
^ the 'ftrong, neither yet bread to the wife, nor yet 
^ riches to men of underftanding, nof yet favour* to 
^ men of flcill ; but time and chance happeneth to 
^* them all.'* ** Money is a defence,^' and hence it is 
fo anxioufly ^efired, fo univerfally purfued ; but ha^ 
many hatve fatien from the higheft affluence into th^ 
depths of indigence, and have had their neceflTities eni- 
bittered by the recofleftion of the plenty which oiifce 
made their cup to run over. ** Wo to him that cov- 
*^ eteth an evil covetoufnefs to his houfe, that he may 
^ fet his neft' on high, that he may be delivered from 
Ad powdt* of evil !^^ " Though thou exalt thyfelf sts 
**^the ea^fe,;and though thou fet thy neft amongftthe 
** ftars, theriee will I bring thee down, faith the Lord."^ 
Let u$ conclude by obfeirvA^g: Oni^t it would be atk 
abtdb'of this part of our fu^k- ^ ^tx^ Y^^ ^^ ixxpipoifo 

Gog ^^^' 
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that we recommend you to cheriilh everlafting appre- 
henfion and gloom. Much of our happinefs lies m 
freedom from fufpicion and anxiety. To live with a 
troubled and defponding mind is as bad as any thing 
we can aftually fufFer* Imaginary grief is frequently 
worfe than real. . It is difpleafing to God when we 
four the mercies he gives us to enjoy by diftruft. We 
may avoid folicitude, and not be guilty of the worldly 
confidence which we have conden^ied. But it does re- 
quire you, 

; Firft, To be moderate in your attachments, and fo- 
ber in your expectations. The way to efcape difap- 
poititment, is to keep your hopes humble, and to , cul- 
tivate fuch a difpofition as David expreffeii "when he 
faid, " Lord, my heart is not haughty,, nor mine eyes 
H lofty : neither do I exercife myfelf in great matters, 
^' or in things too high for me. Surely 1 have be-^ 
*' haved and quieted myfelf as a child that is weaned 
** of his mother : my foul is even as a weaned child." 
The admonition of the wife man is not defigned to 
embitter the comforts of life, but to reHiind us of its 
unavoidable calamities, and to keep us from being 
furprifed and difconcerted when they arrive;- "If a 
man live many years, and rejoice in them all ; yet 
let him remember the days of darknefs,^ for they fliall 
be many : all that cometh is vanity." If, in fpite 
of reafon, and the uniform depofition of travellers, 
you will go forth, affured that in your journey the 
weather will be always fair, and the road always 
fmooth, you mtft be left to the tuition of events. If 
you will enter the world expeQingto find it a para- 
dife» thorns and briars and fcorpions and drpught will 
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foon con^ance you that you are iji a wildernefs. This 
caution, my young Friends, peculiarly belongs to 
you. Your age is fanguine. You are moft liable 
to be deceived by appearances, becaufe you have not 
found how feldom they accord vsrith reality. Do not 
form too flattering a pidure of human life. Believe 
the tefliimohy of Scripture. Go fometimes to the hdufe 
of mourmng, rather than to the houfe of mirth. Liften 
to thofe who have gone before you. You only fee a 
little narrow arm of the fea ftieltered by the neighbour- 
ing Mils ; but fome have failed beyond the reach of 
your eye, and have feen ftorms and wrecks. 

Secondly, It calls upon you to feek a better ground 
of confidence, Ind to make the Lord your truft. Crea- 
tures are broken reeds, but he is the Rock of Ages. 
They are broken cifkems, but he is the Fountain of 
Living. Waters. ^^ Put not your truft in princes, nor 
** in the fon of man in whom there is no help. His 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth ; ia 
that Very day his thoughts perifli." " Happy is he 
that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whofe hope 
*^ is in the Lord his God.'* Yes, there is fomething 
firm and certain. God will not deceive us, cannot 
difappoint us. His powier is almighty, his mercy en- 
dureth for ever, his woi^d is faithfiilnefs and truth. 
^* Therefore will I look unto the Lord, I will wait for 
" the God of my falvation." Having committed all 
my conc^il^ into his hands, and knowing that he car- 
eth for me, 1 am careful for nothing. Perfuaded that 
He who has the direftion of every event will make 
all things to work together for my goodi, I feel a peace 
which pafleth all unde]f{tanding> ^^^ rejoice iik th# 
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language of the Church, ^' God is our refuge and 
ftrength, a very prefent help in trouble : therefore 
^ will we not fear though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midft of 
the fea ; though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, and the mountains fhake with the fwelling 
^' thereof" ** There is a river, the ftreams whereof 
*' ihall make glad the city of -God, the holy plape of 
" the tabernacles of the Moft High»" 

Thirdly, It calls upon you to feek after a preparation 
for all the changing fccnes of life. It is better to de- 
pend upon conftitution than atmofphere, and to be 
equal to any climate rather than coniiaed to one* It 
is better to depend upon appetite thw dainties ; deU 
icacies are not always to be procured,' and what be<- 
comes of you when they are wanting if you cannot 
live upon comnxon food ? Divine Gra.ce wiH preferve 
the balance of the foul in varying conditions ; it will 
Secure you in grofperity, and fuftain you in the day 
of adverfity. This fan£tified Daniel when a minifler 
of ftate, and foothed him when in the den of lions^ 
This enabled Paul to fay> *« I know both how to be 
" abafed, and I know how to abound : every where 
." and in all things I ain inftrufted bpth to be full and 
to be hungry, both to abound and to fuffer need. 
I can do all things through Chrilt who ftrengthens 






^« me." 



Finally, It calls upo^ you to look beyond this vain 
and mutable world, to a ftate of foUd and unchangea- 
ble happinefs. Whatever adv^Cages religion affords, 
by enabling us tp endure and toJmprpyethe difficujl- 
||e§ find troubles pf li|b, it does not hipder u$ Irom 
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feeling ourfelves in circumftances of trial and imper<* 
feflion. ^' We are troubled on every fide," if " not 
^* diftreffed ; we are perplexed," if " not in defpair ; 
perleaited," if " not fbrfaken ; catt down," if '.' not 
deftfoyed." To die is g?dn. Death ends our toil 
and our ftrife, and brings us to the reft that " remains 
^* for the people of God." Then fhadows will be ex- 
changed for fiibftance. Tlien we ihall etribrace our 
enjoyments without fear of lofing them. Then fare- 
well care and^difappointment. Our " fun Ihall no 
=^' more go down, nor" our "moon withdraw her 
^* Ihining ; for God" is our *' everlafting light, and 
f^ jbfe days of " our *' iuoiftning" are '^ aided." 
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SERMON XXIII. 



mvTRALnr in religion exposed. 



Mat. vi, 24. 

« 

No man canferve two majiers : for either he will bate 
the one J and love the other ; or elfe he will hold to the 
cne^ and defpife the other. Te cannot ferve God and 
c * ^mnunu 

X HERE is fomething in the Scriptxzre 
fuited to every tafte except a finfiil one. The Bible 
indeed is fo pure, fo holy in its Author, its principles^ 
and its defign, that it is the eafiefl thing in the world 
to account for infidelity and error ; they are the nat- 
ural oppofition of men of corrupt minds. But with 
regard to others, every peculiar turn of mind may be 
indulged, and the fame end may be fecured by various 
means. Some are fond of hiftory ; and here we 
have narrations placing before us ftriking chara£ters 
and occurrences. Some love a feries of proof and a 
procefs of argumentation ; and here we have frequent 
fpecimens of clofe reafoning. Some take pleafure in 
imagery and companfons ; and here we have a pleni- 
tude of parables and metaphors. And fome are charm« 
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ed with proverbs and aphorifms ; and here we find 
detached fentences, which by their brevity are eafily 
remembered, and by their fignificancy fiamiih mat&> 
rials for the mind to unfold and apply. And of all 
thefe, perhaps no one is more important and interefl^ 
ing than the paflage which I have read. " No man 
^ can ferve two matters : for either he will hate jdie 
^^ one, and love the other ; or elfe be will hold to the 
*' one, and defpife the othen Ye cannot ferve God 
*' and mammon.*' 

One word only requires explanation. VJhzt is 
mammon ? It is commonly fuppofed to mean only^ 
xiches ; but as the Biihop of London has obferved in 
his Le&ure upon this Chapter, the ori^al feems 
more extenfive, and leads us to confider it as com- 
prehending every thing capable of engaging the affec- 
tions, and of gaining the confidence of men of world- 
ly minds. It is a Syriac word importing treafure^ 
gain. Whatever therefore is gain to you, is mam- 
mon, whether it be wealth, or power, or fame, or fen-, 
fual pleafure. Whatever you idolize, whatever you 
place in the room of God, whatever leads you to op- 
pofe his nature and his will concerning your duty 
and your happinefs, according to the defign of our 
Saviour, falls under this denomination* Subtilty of 
interpretation is always, and minutenefs of deciiion is 
generally to be avoided in expounding the Scripture ; 
words are ufed in a popular fenfe ; and they would, 
become lefs ufeful^'if they were rendered lefs general. 
The force of an impreffion which would otherwife 
haye been made, has often been diximvilhed by means 
pfthofe exceptions, q^^ilifiQ^^j^glxs, reftrriCdons^ dit 



rinfiKotas, which have To much abounded in commteh-' 
taries and fenAons-,' aiid through which the Spirit of 
the Szcitii Writings 'fe-ftifFet^ed^ txy evaporate. Tfii^ 
being premifed, we pi-beeed to ball ymir ferious atten-^ 
tion to three things. 
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L No MAKJ: CAN 3EItVB tWo MASTERS J YOU^ 
CAKKOT cr^RVE GoD AND |^AM1MQK> .Thls 1$ cfeaX^ 

fyexjMreffedr 
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- ^I» . OnP pF^rTpfiSE YOU WIf JU UNAypH>A^J-y 

$K¥,vE^ T|ii$ is fu% in^plied. . 



in. You OUGHT TO S^RVE GoD. ThlS }& laiffe 

inferrecf* Confider What I fay^ aijtd the' ILord give yoi* 
uhderrtandine in all thii^gs. 'Auien- * ' ; ' ' ' 

'• i:;^ " Wnte the vifion, and make it pl^ upoAl^' 
^fcl'esfj'that ii^ iAayrbn This ordei^ 

tlife irApirfed j^eArtifen' have obeyed.' They'haVe uiMd 
things clear, in pfopqfriiion as they are momentous' j 
jind fuc4i isthebeff^icuSty. wifli- which many of thfe 
prihdpfesfef region' are hid down- in the' Scripttii'ei; 
that \ve fliould deem'if'impo'ffiblfe for them ever to be 
nrifundfefftbod, did We not know ho\v eafy it i$'to peri* 
plex a rule by wftfcfe we* diflike to walk, and remem-* 
ber whstt a power there is in the paffions id pervert? 
Ae drftates of the undeHlanc&ig, arid to baffle the adi 
mbnltions of confcience. For inftance. What caa 
bie more fully, more uhamb%uoufly expreffed than 
the detfermination before us ? *^No man can fefvfe 
^ two maft^s : -for either he will bate the one, and 

• • ' , • * • 

♦* lovef the other j ■ or eife he wflL hold to the oHey and 
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« defpife the other : ye cannot ferve God and mam- 
*' men.'* Neverthelefs there are many who contrive! 
to elude the force of this maxim, or who feem refol- 
ved to make a fuccefBon of awful experiments to try the 
certainty of it. The number of this mixed tempori- 
zing race of Chriftians is conftahtly encreafing ; and 
while they are bringing deftruftion upon their own 
fouls, they are injuring the caufe of the Gofpel, and 
counterafting the labors of faithful minifters ten-fold 
inore than thofe who make no pretenfions to religion. 
*' They have a name to live, "While they are dead." 
They wear " the form of godlinefs," while they " de- 
*' ny the power thereof.** They aire equally remote 
from the exceffes of the profane arid the fervours of 
the pious. They refufe to the paffions what would 
difturb corifcience, and to confcience what would dif- 
turb the paffions. Endeavouring to reconcile an 
earthly and a heavenly life together, they waver be- 
tween truth and error, cbnvifltion and appetite, duty 
and inclination ; and divide their affedUons and fer- 
vices between God and the worlds Some momenta 
they give to devotion ; they pray, they unite with the 
holy affemblieS, they fonietimes approach the table of 
the Lord. When this is done they have another maf« 
ter to ferve ; they leave the hoUfe of God, and occu- 
py places of diffipation ; they relifli the follies and 
comply with the manners of a finful age ; and as the 
eye follows their career, you fee them dropping one 
diftindion after another till they are undiftingtdlhingly 
blended with the crowd. 

Nor are thefe perfons wanting in excufes to palliate^ 
if not to juiiify their praftice. They allege that i^ 

H H h 
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renders religion lefs objeftionable ; that it keeps up 
an intercourfe which renders them ufeful ; that — -but 
I difdain to enumeraae fuch pleas of worldly-minded- 
nefs — they will not abide the day of trial ; they are 
all as tow before the flame ; the declaration of our 
Lord and Saviour confumes them. For obferve, my 
brethren, upon what he lays the ftrefs ofhis reafoiiing; 
It is the IMPOSSIBILITY of the cafe. He does not fay, 
You (hall not, You mufl not, You ought not, but you 
CANNOT. " No man can ferve two matters. Ye 
" CANNOT ferve God and mammon.'* 

There are however four cafes in which you may 
ferve two mafters ; but thefe exceptions will only ren- 
der the general rule the mdre remarkable, and will 
alfo help us to underftand it. Pot, firft, you may 
ferve two mafters fucceilively. There are fome who 
have lived in various families ; and they have ferved 
the gentle and the froward, the evil and the gooif. 
Chriftians once ferved divers lufts and pleafures, and 
now they ferve God ; but they did not ferve both afe 
the fame time ; this wj^s imprafticable, " Being theA 
** made free from fin, ye became the fervants of righ- 
** teoufnefs. For when ye were the fervants of fin, 
" ye were free from righteoufnefs.** Secondly,you may 
ferve two mafters by ferving one of them in reality, and 
the other in pretence. But while you truly love'the 
world, will iCJod be fatisfied with appearances and pro- 
feflions ? Is he deceived ? Can any difguife conceal 
you frdm his eye ? Will he not abhor you the more 
for your hypocrify ? And will not fuch a courfe of dif- 
fimulatTon'be a life of meannefs, embarrafment, and 
inifeiy ; in which you will oflfer violence to nature. 
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and perpetually dread the deteftion of your real char- 
after ? Thirdly, you may ferve two mafters unequal- 
ly. While devoted to the one, you may occafional- 
ly attend the other ; but you cannot be engaged to 
him alfo,^ you cannot ferve him conflantly, youf can- 
^Qt make his fervice your bufinefs, cannot be entirely 
a,t his difpoial. But nothing lefs than this does God 
require of all thofe who ferve Him. Fourthly, you 
mgiy ferve two mafters when they are on the fame fide, 
and differ only in degree. Thus you obey parents 
and magiftrates, and God too ; for in obeying them, 
you obey him ; he has commanded it. But it is oth- 
erwife when two parties hoftile to each other, require 
you to efpoufe their jarring interefts, and each fays, 
*' My fon, give me thy heart.*' Now this is the 
cafe with the mafters here mentioned. For mammon 
Is not fubordinate to God, nor does it enjoin the fame 
things. Their orders are diametrically oppofite. The 
one commands you to walk by faith } the other, to 
walk by fight y the one, to be proud, the other to be 
humble ; the one, to cleaye to the duft, the other to 
have your converfation in heayen ; the one, to be all 
anxiety, the other, to be careful for nothing j the one, 
to be content with fuch things as you have, the other, 
to enlarge your defire as hell ; the one, to withhold, 
the other, to give, to be ready to diftribute, willing to 
communicate. Now what is to be done in a cafe 
like this ? If the mind be full, it can hold no more. 
Human faculties are not infinite. The operations of 
the foul are limited. We canixot remain in a ftate of 
equillibrium between contrary nttxaftio^^s, without pre- 
ferring one to the mother. H ^^^ v?e always take a 
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part } and the part chofen becomes the fnafter of the 
heart, and obliges us to feparate from the reft as much 
as they oppofe each other or interfere. Here then, 
my dear Hearers, you are fumiftied with a criterion, 
by which to judge of your ftate and your charader. 
The conclufion is obvious and undeniable. If you 
love and ferve the world, you cannot love and ferve 
God. And the exclufion is ferious and dreadful ; for 
you are here reminded that worldly attachments, de- 
pendencies, and purfuits, are not only injurious to real 
religion, but entirely incompatible with it ; that they 
are not fome of thofe inferior miftakes. and infirmities 
which we deplore in good men ; but a deadly evil 
which overfpreads all the powers of the foul, infe&s 
all the principles of aftion, gives the whole life a 
wrong bias, the whole man a direftion towards hell. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing J and I will receive you.'^ ^' Love .not the 
world, neither the things of the world ; for if any 
** man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
** in him." " Ye adulterers and adultreffes, know 
^^ ye not that the friendfhip of the world is enmity 
** with God ? Whofoever therefore will be a friend of 
*^ the world is the enemy of God ?" " No man can 
** ferve two matters : for either he will hate the one, 
*' and love the other ; or elfe he will hold to the one, 
and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve God.anc^ 






4C 



^' mammon." 



n. You cannot ferve both ; but one of thefe yoi^ 
will unavoidably ferve. . The fecond propofition is a?^. 
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true as the firft. It is as impoffible for a man to be 
without fome mafter, as to ferve more matters than 
one. Man is an aftive being, and muft be employed ; 
Jie will always be engaged in the purfuit of fome 
thing either by exertion or defire. Man is a depend- 
ant creature. Like the vine he muft lean for fupport ; 
and if the elm be. not near, he will embrace the bram- 
ble. He thirfts ; and if he has foffaken the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, he will repair to broken cif- 
tems, or kneel down to the filthy puddle. A fenfe of 
his wants and weakneffes produces aa uneafmefs which 
urges him to feek after affiftance and relief. Hence man 
cannot be without attachment. Not finding in himfelf 
the good he defires, he paffes forth and adheres to 
fomething external ; but this objeft neceffarily gov- 
erns him ; for it is the very nature of love to fubjed 
us to that which we love ; and it faftens us by various 
ties ; for defire and averfion, hope and fear, joy and 
forrow, zeal and revenge, are only modes of affec- 
tion. 

There is nothing of which men are fo tenacious 
as independence and liberty j and even when they 
are deftitute of the fubftance they glory in the ihad- 
ow. The Jews are an example. In reply to our 
Lord they faid, '^ We are Abraham's feed, and were 
*' never in bondage to any man.'* What ! Have you 
forgotten the land of Egypt ? did you never ferve the 
Philiftines, the Moabites, the Ammonites ? were you 
not feventy years in Babylon ? Whofe foldiers are 
thefe ftationed among you ? Bring me a piece of mon- 
ey, " whofe image and fuperfcription is it ?" Are ypu 
ftpt even now wearing the yoke of Csefar ? Yes j and 
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you are wearing aaother yoke far more diigraceful 
than even this, and which enflaves the mind ; for " he 
** that committeth fin is the fervant of fin." 

And does not this exemplify the folly and delufioa 
of fijiners I They imagine themfelves to be their own 
mailers, efpecially when they have fhaken off what 
they deem the prejudices of education and the fcruples 
of fuperftition. Then they are free indeed ; they live 
without controul ; and with affeded pity eonfider 
Chriftians as fubjeft to the moft humiliating reftraints^ 
But what if thefe advocates for independence Ihould 
be found flaves themfelves, and all their boaftings of 
freedom be only great fweffing words of vanity? 
^* While they promife them liberty, they themfelves 
** are the fervants of corruption j for of whom a man ia 
*' overcome, of the fame is he brought into bondage/' 
** Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourfelyes fer- 
^^ vants to obey, his fervants ye are to whom ye obey, 
*' whether of fin unto death, or df obedience unto righ- 
** teoufnefs." What ! is there no other mailer than 
God ? Becaufe you refufe allegiance to your lawful 
fovereign, does it follow that you are your own ? May 
there not be ufurpers ? Inilead of being under the 
government of one, may you not be under the tyran- 
ny of many, " each feeking his gain from his quar- 
<** ter ?" Inilead of paying a regular and reafonable 
tribute, may you not become the vidim^ of illegal ex- 
action, and the tools of arbitrary power ? Hear what 
Shemaiah faid to Rehoboam and the princes of Judah j 
^' Ye have forfaken the Lord ; therefore have I left you 
** in the hand of Shiihak king of Egypt ; and they ihall 
*^ be his fervants, that they may know my fervice, and 
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** the fervice of the kingdoms of the countries." To the 
fame purpofe is the language of God by Mofes to the 
Ifraelites ; '" Becaufe thou fervedft not the Lord thy 
^' God with joyfulnefs, and with gladnefs of hearty 
'* for the abundance of all things ; therefore fhalt 
*' thou ferve thine enemies which the Lord fhall fend 
** againft thee, in hunger, and in thirft, and in naked- 
*' nefs, and in want of all things ; and he fliall put a 
" yoke of iron upon thy neck until he have deftroyed 
" thee/* All this is fulfilled in the unhappy experi- 
ence of every tranfgreffor* For his rebellion he ig 
doomed by a law of inevitable necefSty to ferve divert 
tyrants. Yes, if you are not the fubjefts of humility^ 
you will be the vaflals of pride j and what a life wilt 
ambition lead you ! If you are not the feryants df meek- 
nefs, you will be the flaves of paflion ; and is the maa 
to be envied, who is governed by the impulfes erf" Juch 
a fury ? See a man who has fold himfelf to covetouf- 
nefs ; what African Have ever drudged for fuch a 
tafkmafter as he, compelling him to rife early, to fit 
tip late, to eat the bread of forrows, to aflume every 
form of falfehood, to ftoop to every inftance of mean- 
nefs, forbidding him, the luxury of refrefliing the 
bowels of the .poor and of bleffing the orphan and the 
vadow, often denying him the accommodations and 
fometirties the neceflaries of life, and thus forcing 
him to live in b^g^ry, to die in wealth! Difclaiming 
the fervice of God you ferve the devil, who employs 
you in drucjgeyy and reward^ you with damnation, "for 
** the wages of fin • is death.'* Difcarding the Sa- 
viour's, yoke, which is eafy,.and ^s burden which is 
light, you wear the galtmg ^^^d heav^ chains of vice. 
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and what flavery equals a wicked life ? See .the finner" 
impelled along violently, like the fwine pofleffed with 
demons, he follows a courfe which he condemns him- 
felf for purfuing ; he does things of which at the very 
time he knows he fhall repent as foon as he has done 
them ; adions which he abhors in others, he is forced 
to perform himfelf ; when he goes forth he cannot 
tell how he fhall return ; for this does not depend up- 
on him, but upon circumftances over which he has 
no powejf ; he may fee or hear fomething, biy which 
impreffions may be produced which he cannot refift j 
he may accidentally meet with one of his tyrants who 
may fay to hint, "Do this,*' and hemufldoit; his 
paffions and his lufts make him. toil at their plccifure j 
and he goes oil ex:ecuting their orders, though his un- 
derftanding bluflies, reafon temonftrates, confcience' 
lipbraids and threatens ; he fees and he approves bet- 
ter things, and follows woirfe ; and this is the man 
who pretends to be free t 

You . fay. Religion demands of us a filcceiTiOn of 
fervices, from which you are exempted. But, O ye? 
votaries of the world, let us examine your claims, an<i 
fee wherein your pre-eminence appears. Have you* 
then no fervices to render ?. Think of vour priva- 
tions and facrifices and fubmiflions ; think of the nu- 
merous and arbitrary laws YOU have to obey j the 
laws of opinion, the "laws of cuftom, the Jaws of ex- 
travagance, the laws ;of folly. Yes ; I fometimes 
thiiik if religion were'td require of me fiich duties as 
the vO'Orld impofes upraits enlUved followers ; if it 
required me to turn day into night, and deprived me 
of feafonable repofe ; if it required me to embrace in^ 
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decent and injurious fafhions, and to expofe at once my 
modefty and my health ; if it required me to adopt 
expenfive modes of life which devoured my fubftance, . 
and involved me in pecuniary difgrace ; if it require4 
me to fpend my evenings* from, home, and to refign 
domeftic enjoym^ts to rove from one infipid amufe^ 
ment to another ; if it required me to give up all that 
iseafy andfimpleand natural, for ceremonies,, vifits 
and crowds, where all is artificial, ftudied, and forced ; 
if it required me to convert my dwelling into the con^ 
fufion and diforder of a rout j to ftoop to the abfur^^ 
dity of a mafquerade ; to hazard my own life and the 
life* of my fellow creature, becaufe I had received: an 
offence, perhaps unintentionally given, and ullowed 
me not the choice ©f refufal ; then I Ihould conceive 
a difguft ; then I fhould long to emancipate myfelf 
from fuch capricious defpotifm 5 I (hould figh for lib-* 
erty ; for what liberty could I enjoy while compelled 
to fubmit to what is unreafonable and fooKfli, to what 
is difhonourable and Ihameful, to what is injurious 
and ruinous ? But remember, ye followers of the vain 
world, thefe are the commands you obeyj thefe are 
the fervices.You render. ^ ^ • 

Still you tell us, that our Mafter requires us ev^n 
to deny ourfelves ; that this is the grand law of his 
vkingdom ; and without obeying it, we cannot be his 
difciples. But we contend- that you are precifelyih 
the fame circumftances. We can prove that you-al- 
fo are required to exerciife felf-denial ; and that this 
is the chief command you have to comply with in the 
fervice of the world. And mark ibe difference be- 
tween us. Our Mafter renx]^:^^8 ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

I I i 
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is falfe and vain ; yours, what is folid and true. Ours 
requires us to deny what would only make us difor- 
derly and miferable j yours, what would render joxk 
peaceful and happy. Ours requires us only to deny 
the voice of pafSon and appetite ; yours, the voice of 
reafon and of confcience. Ours requires us to deny 
the body for the fake of the foul ; yours, the foul for 
the fake of the body. Ours requires us to give up 
nothing but what he wilt more than repay ; yotirs, 
to furrender an intereft, for the lofs of which you can- 
not be indemnified in time or eternity. 

Since then it appears, that you cannot ferve two* 
mailers ; and fince it is equally certain that you will 
ferve one, we plead for God, and call upon you to. 
ferve Him<. It is the 

IH. Third divifion of our fubjefl:. But here I 
feel ready to draw back from my engagement : I am 
fhocked.to think that it ihould be found neceflary to 
make a companion between the ever-bleffed God and 
idols. Has the depravity of the world rifen to fuch a 
pitch ; and are men fo exceedingly blinded and infat- 
uated as to recjuire a preacher to attempt to prove . 
that it is better to ferve God than mammon ! I feel al- 
fo perplexed as to the proofs I ihall adduce ; the cafe 
fee^ns too plain to need evidence ; and of evidence 
there is no end. Jjet us make a feledion of two artl-^ 
des, and 

Remind you, fitrft, of his various and undeni- 
able CLAIMS in which he ftands peculiar and fu- 
preme» There is fuch a thing as juftice, and it con* 
fifts in rendering to all thdr due. Render to God hi» 
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due, be only juft, and you midfl: be religious. All 
you are, and all you have Is his : he gave you exif- 
tence ; and all your capacities of adion and of enjoy- 
ment were not only derived from him, but are contin- 
ued by him ; ** for in Him we live and move and 
** have our being;" There is fuch a thing as grati- 
tude ; aftd it confifts in endeavouring to make fuita- 
ble returns for favours received* Endeavour to make 
fuitable returns to God for the favours you have re- 
ceived from him ; be only grateful, and you muft be 
religious. Whofe fun warms you ? Whofe air do you 
breathe ? Who has fed you all your life long unto 
this day ? When you were loft, who fent his own Son 
to feek and to fave you ? When you were in the bon- 
dage of corruption, who by a price of infinite value ac- 
xomplilhed your releafe ? Let all your mercies be 
fummoned to appear around you ; the bleffings of in- 
fancy, of youth, of mature age ; the bleffings of Prov- 
idence and of Grace ; the bleffings which you poffefs 
-already, and thofe which as attainable you hope to 
enjoy ; and your Preacher has only to come forward 
and fay, *' I befeech you therefore. Brethren, by the 
" merciesof God, that you prefent your bodies a liv- 
ing facrifice, holy and acceptable, which is your rea- 
fonable fervice**' So fimple are the principles 
from which the praftice of religion is deduced ! 
Secondly. We would remind you of his designs 

fN EMPLOYING YOU IN HIS SERVICE ; in thcfc al- 

fo, who is a God like unto him ? Why does he re- 
quire you to ferve him ? « Can a man be profitable 
^nto God, as he that is wife may be profitable un- 
to himfelf ? Is it any pleafure to the Almighty 
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*^ that thou art righteous : or gain to the Most 
*' High that thou makeft thy way perfeiSt ?" He does 
not ftand in need of you ; but he knows that you 
ftand in need of hinl, and that without him you can do 
nothing. Does he i'equire your fervice to difplay his 
grandeur, to exercife his authority, to eftablifli his do- 
minion ? Hear his own language : * ' O that there was 
** fuch a heart in them, that they would fear me, and 
^* keep all my commandments always, that it might 

". BE WELL. WITH THEM AND WITH THEIR CHIL- 

** DREN FOR EVER," Heemploysyou to invigorate 
your powers, to dignify your nature, to train you up 
for endlefs perfection, and to beftow upon you innu- 
merable advantages under the notion of a reward. 
Tljefe advantages may be confidered two ways. In 
the engagements of the mafter, and in the experi- 
ence of the fervants. Thefe do not always agree. 
Men as an allurement frequently promife what they 
never perform ; and thofe who have followed them 
have had bitter reafon to complain of difappointment. 
But God is faithful ; and as his promifes ai:e exceeding 
great and precious, fo are they all yea and amen in 
Chrift Jefus to the glory of God by us. He fpreads 
before us in his word every attraflioii to encourage 
us. " Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Behold, 
*' my fervants fhall eat, but ye fliall be hungry : be.- 
hold, my fervants fliall drink, but ye iball be thirf- 
ty : behold, my fervants fhall rejoice, but ye fhall 
be afhamed : behold, my fervants fhall fing for joy 
of heart, but ye fhall. cry for forrow of heart, and 
*' fhall howl for vexation of fpirit." . And has he not 
realized all this ? Let us confult the experience of 
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thofe who have ferved him. And obferve the fairnefs 
of the examples to which we appeal. Some of you 
would be unqualified judges ; you could not make a 
proper coniparifon, becaufe you are only acquainted 
with one of the thingvS to be compared. You know 
what thefervice of fin is, but you are ftrangers to the 
fervice of the Lord Jefus Chrift. But there are per- 
fons who have tried both ; after ferving the world 
they have ferved God. And if it were formerly bet- 
ter with them than now, what keeps them from going 
back ? What detains them from the country whence 
they came out i They have opportunity to return ; 
and are furrounded with the fame temptations as oth- 
ers. They have found fomething more divine and 
fatisfaaory ; they have tafted of the grapes of Efchol, 
and they no longer figh for the leeks and onions of 
Egypt. He is rifmg from his knees where he has 
been faying, " Thou haft dealt well wdth thy fervant, 
*^ O Lord.*' Take him' ^fide ahd converfe with 
him. He is able to give a reafon of the hope that is 
in him. Why you often mourn. ** But our forrow 
" fhall be turned into joy : our very tears are bieff- 
*^ ed ; and we are never more happy than when we 
" can feel a broken heart and a contrite fpirit !'* And 
the world frowns upon yoii. " But God fniiles, and 
" his favour is life. Heaven is my home; death is 
*' become my friend ; Providence manages all my af- 
*' fairs ; and I am careful for nothing.'* And your 
happiigiefs -is all future. '^ No ; I have earnefts and 
*' foretaftes of Heaven. I feel a peace whidh paffeth 
** all underftandifig ; and forhetimes 1 rejoice with 
*' joy unfpeakable and full of jjlorV- ^^ ^^^ fatiftua- 
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•* ry I behold his power and his glory. In my clofet 
** I find it good to draw near to God. His ftatutes 
are my fong in the houfe of my pilgrimage, and I 
rejoice in his word as one that findeth great fpoiL 
Once I thought like you. I fuppofed if I began a 
*• religions courfe, I fhould never have another happy 
day ; but I nerer had a happy day before. I have 
found nothing of the fettws and bondage erf which I 
had heard, and by which I had been difgufted. His 
fervice has been perfeft freedom ; and none of his 
commands are grievous. And Oh ! could I now 
lay open my foul ; could I make you fee as I fee> 
** and feel as I feel ! O tafte and fee that the Lord is 
^* good ; bleiTed is the man that trufteth in him.*' 
All this Ihews the importance of ferving God ; but 
whatever fliews the importance dFit, ihews the wifdom 
of attending to it. 

Let me then, my dear Hearers, call upon you to 
make a choice. From this hour abandon God and 
his ways, and following your idols and your lulls have 
aill that they can give you ; or relinquifliing the pres- 
ent evil world, take God for the flrength of your 
foul and your portion for ever. Which of thefe will you 
choofe ? I cannot conclude without preffing you to a 
decilion. I have already been clal&ng you. My 
hope has formed one divifion ; my fear a fecond ; my 
conviftion a third. 

I have been hoping that fome of you will retire 
this evening, and join yourfelves to the Lord in a per- 
petual covenant that Ihall not be forgotten, faying, 
•* Lord, I am thine, fave me. O Lord, other lords 
^ befide thee have had dominion over us, but by thee 
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** only will we make mention of thy name." Will 
none of you realize this pleafing expedlation ? Will 
none among you my younger Hearers, verifjr the lan- 
guage of prophecy, upon which fo many minifters, 
fo many parents have hoped : " One fliall fay, I am 
" the Lord's ; and another fliall call himfelf by the 
" name of Jacob ; and another fliall fubfcribe with 
" his hand unto the Lord^ and fumame himfelf by the 
" name of IfraeL*' 

A larger number I fear, will care for none of thefe 
things J but go forth faying with their rebellious pre- 
deceifors, " I have loved ftrangers, and after them 
** will I go." Let me give you warning from God* 
Remember that he will afluredly vindicate the caufe of 
his defpifed authority and goodnefs ; '* A§ for thefe 
** mine enemies that would not that I fliould reign 
** over them, bring them forth, and flay them before 
**- my face." If you are determined to abandon God, 
God is determined to abandon you : " But my people 
*' would not hearken to my voice ; and Ifrael would 
'* none of me : fo I gave them up unto their own 
*' hearts* luft, and they walked in their own counfels." 
And have you confidered the awfulnefs of your con- 
dition, " Without God in the world ?" Death will 
foon fnatdi you away from your houfes and amufe- 
ments ; and what will you do, if your faith and hope 
be not in God, when you will have nothing but God 
kft ? And even previous to this, an evil day may ar- 
rive. Though worldly things do not fatisfy the mind, 
they divert it ; and though they are a poor jfubftitute 
for God, they render you lefs fenfible of your need of 
him. But they are all uncertain ; and what becomes 
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of you when they are removed ? To whom will you 
flee for help, and where will you leave your glory ? 
But an obfervation of the way in which divine ad- 
monitions is commonly rendered ufelefs convinces 
me, that the generality of you will not decide with 
the former,nor pofitively refufe with the latter. " And 
'*-as he reafoned of rfghteoufnefs, temperance, arid 
judgment to come Felix trembled, and anfwered. 
Go thy way for this time, when I have a convenient 
" feafon I will call for thee.*' This is your model. 
You wiffi to paufe and confiden But we cannot al- 
low this evalion ; our commiffion requires an immedi- 
ate reply ; " To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your heart ; now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of falvation/* You wifh to paufe and confid- 
er. But you have no • time for hefitation ; you are 
dying while you make the propofal ; " Boaft not thy- 
** felf of to-morrow, for thou knoweft not what a 
" day 'may bring forth.'* You wifh to paufe and 
confider. But be may take your excufes for a final 
anfwer, as they are unqueflionably a proof of prefent 
difinclination, and fay, " None of the men that were 
bidden fliall tafle of my fuppefr.** " He is joined to 
idols, let him alone.** You wifh to paufe and con- 
fider. But the longer you waver the harder you 
will find it to decide ; objeftions and difficulties wiH 
ev^ry day multiply. You Avifh to paufe arid confider ; 
but when do you mean to determine ? How much 
longer time do you require ? Some of you have had 
twenty, forty, ftxty years to weigh things already, and 
are flill undetermined. And what is it to decide, that 
you cannot come to a conclufion' this hour, this mo- 
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ment ? What room is there for comparifon ? What pofli- 
bility is there of embarraflment ? O fhame of human 
nature ! Here are perfons requiring additional years to 
determine, whether hell or heaven is the beft portion ; 
whether the God of glory, or the god of this world is 
the beft matter. *' How long halt ye between two opin- 
" ions ? If the Lord be God, follow him : but if Baal 
*' be God, follow him/* " Wherefore choofe ye this 
** day whom ye will ferve." ** But as for me and my 
** houfe, we will ferve the Lord/* May God infpire 
us with this refolution. Amen. 
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SERMON XXIV. 



THE FAMILT OF OUR LORD. 



Mat. xii. 49, 50. 

And he Jlr etched forth his hand toward his difciples^ 
and faid^ Behold my mother and my brethren ! For 
whofoever Jhall do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven^ the fame is my brother^ and Jifier^ and 
mother. 

I ADDRESS thi^ aflembly in the lan- 
guage of our Saviour to the Pharifees ; " What think 
" ye of Chrift ?" And furely a more ferious inquiry 
it is impoffible to make. Your opinions upon vari- 
ous other fubjefts are comparitively of little confe- 
quence ; but it is of the higheft importance to enter- 
tain proper apprehenfions of the perfon and charader^ 
the offices and work of Chrift. 

There is however another queftion which it is equal- 
ly neceflary to alk. What does Chrift think of you ? 
What you are in the fentiment of your fellow crea- 
tures fignifies little. It is a light thing to be judged 
of man's judgment. Your happmefs does not depend 
upon him *^, he may be deceived in his conclufion. 
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He that judgeth you is the Lord ; his decifion is in- 
fallible, and his fentence regulates your doom. Does 
He view you this evening as enemies or friends ? As 
ftrangers or relations ? Is it poffible to determme this ? 
It is not only poffible but eafy. Obferve what he did, 
and remember what he faid in the days of his fleih. 
" And he ftretched forth his hand towaird his difdples 
** and faid, Behold my mother and my brethren ! For 
" whofoever Ihall do the will of my Father which 
** is in heaven, the fame is my brother, and fifter, and 
" mother." 

Our Saviour preached in various places. He was 
now in a private houfe ; and is faid to be ** talking to 
*' the people.*' It marks the eafe, the fimplidty, the 
familiarity with which he fpake. When a preacher 
can exempliiy this mode of addrefs without finking, 
he is peculiarly pleafing to his hearers, and often moft 
fuccefsful in the force and fublimity of his thoughts* 
While he yet talked to the people, behold his moth- 
er and his brethren ftood without defiring to fpeak 
" with him/* What was the defign of his friends it 
is impoffible to determine ; but they had fomething 
interefling to communicate, and could not approach 
him for the intervening multitude. The people there- 
fore conveyed along the notice of his relations from 
one to another till it reached the perfon who ftood by 
him. " Then one faid unto him. Behold thy mother 
and brethren ftand without, defiring to fpeak with 
thee." Our bleffed Lord was defpifed and rejeded 
of men ; but there were fome who knew his worth, 
and loved and honoured him ; and at hearing of his 
mother and his brethren^ they were ready to exclaim. 
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O happy brethren ! to have fuch a brother ! O hap^ 
py mother ! to have fuch a fon ! Our Saviour was not 
fo confined to his fubje^ as to refufe a new idea fug-? 
gefted by the occafion j therefore knowing thdr 
thoughts he tells them of another conneflion with 
himfelf ; from his family ?iccording to the flefli, he 
leads them to his fpiritual kindred ; and from a union 
with him, which was temporal and confined to few, 
he leads them to one which was everlafting and em- 
braced all good men. " But he anfwered and faid 
** unto him that told him, Who is my mother ? 
*' and who are my brethren ? And he stretched^ 

" FORTH HIS HAND TOWARD HI5 DISCIPLES, AND 
** SAID, BEHOLD MY MOTHER AND MY BRETHREN J 
*' FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL DO THE WILL OF MY Fa-j 
" THER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN, THE SAME IS MY 
^* BROTHER, AND SISTER, AND MOTHER^* 

Whence we obferye, that obedience to the di-, 

VINE WILL IS an evidence OF OUR BEING RELA- 
TED TO Jesus Christ. Our Lord here gives us the 
character and the privilege of his difciples. 

I. Their Qharacxer j they do the will of his. 
Father. 

n. Their Privilege ; they are his brother, his: 
fitter, his mother. " Remember me, O Lord, with 
*' the favour that thou beared unto thy people : O 
^' vifit me vrith thy falvation ; that I may fee the good 
** of thy chofen, that I may rejoice in the gladnefs of 
^' thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.** 



\ We have the Character of his difciples. He. 
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defcribes them as doing the will of his Father 
WHICH IS IN heaven. All obey ; but fome do the 
will of the devil j fome do the will of man j fome do 
their own will ; and fome do the will of God. 

Some do the will of the devil. This is a dreadful 
chsurge ; but it is fully fupported by the addrefs of 
our Saviour to the Jews ; " Ye are of your father the 
*' devil, and the lufts of your father ye will do.*' And 
what is all fin, but " the work of the devil ?*' ^^ For 
*' the devil finneth from the beginning." He there-? 
fore who lives in the pradice of fin co-operates with 
him, refembles him, ftrives to pleafehim, fulfils his} 
wifhes. The devil loves pride, and the finner cherifh- 
es it ; he takes pleafure in revenge, and the finner ini- 
dulges it ; his empire is maintained by iniquity, and 
the finner commits it. 

Some do the will of men. They are entirely gov* 
emed by others ; they receive the law from the opin* 
ions, maxims, and manners of their companions, fu- 
periors, relations ; from the converfation received by 
tradition from their fathers ; from the example of the 
multitude. And by no better authorities than thefe, 
jire many influenced even in the concerns of religion ! 
But " we ought to obey God rather than man ;" and 
'' to live the reft of our time in the flefli, not to the 
<* lufts of men, but to the will of God.'* 

Some do their own will. They are as regardlefa 
of the authority of God, as if they were perfuaded 
that his being and perfeftions were a fable ; they live 
without him in the world, never alking when they en-, 
gage in any courfe of aftion^ vrhether it will pleafe or 
pffend him, whether he has f ntbi^^^^^^ ^^ exv^om^A it \ 
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They follow only the bias of their own inclination, 
and this being fince the fall depraved and irregular, 
carries them widely aftray from their duty and happi- 
nefs. For it is as dangerous as it is criminal to obey 
fuch a guide. Hence' to be abandoned to its influ- 
encie is fpoken of as the greateft curfe ; " So I gave 
'* them up unto their own hearts* luft ; and they 
*^ walked in their own counfels/* It has been faid of 
children, that they are undone if they have their own 
will; and the reafon is, becaufe they are not wife 
enough to cboofe the good and refiife the evil. But 
this is much more true of man ; if he has his own 
will, he will be fure to ruin himfelf ; for a finner is 
much more likely to make a foolifh choice than a 
child ; and he who wants grace, has lefs underftand- 
ing than he who wants years. 

But the Chriftian makes the will of God the grand, 
the only rule of his life ; and every confideration in- 
duces him to fay, " Not my will, but thine be done/* 
His authority over us is fupreme, and his relations to 
us are numerous. He is our Father, and we owe hin> 
honour ; our Mailer, and we owe him fear ; our 
Benefador, and we owe him gratitude ; our God, 
and we owe him obedience, devotion, all we are, and 
all we have ! Nor does our obligation fpring only 
from his dominion over us, and his claims to us^ ; 
but from the very nature of his will, which is wife, and 
righteous, and good. 

That we may not be ignorant of his will, he has 
been pleafed to reveal it ; this revelation is contained 
in the Scriptures of Truth. Opening thefe, we find 
all needful information ; they are a lamp unto our 
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feet, and a light unto our paths. They contain gene- 
ral principles and particular rules. There are defcri- 
bed the duties we owe to ourfelves, to our fellow crea- 
tures, and to God ; the duties which fpring from the 
various connections and conditions of life ; the duties 
of kings and of fervanta ; the duties of profperity and 
adverfity. Viewing us as finners, they (hew unto us the 
way of falvation, and preach repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The man therefore that would do the will of God 
walks by this rule. He repairs to the Scripture, iiot 
for advice but law ; he enters the fanftuai^ of revela- 
tion, and bowing before the lively oracles of God he 
cries, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?** 
'* Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth.** For you 
will obferve that his concern with the will of God lies 
n6t m knowing, but in doing it. And indeed if this 
be hot in our defire and defign when we fearch for the 
will of God, we are not likely to be honeft in our in- 
veftigatioiis, or fuccefsful in our attempts* For *' he 
*' that doth his will, fliall know of the doftrine wheth* 
*' er it be of God ; and we ftiall know if we follow oh 
** to know the Lord." But allowing it to be poffible 
to obtain the cleared knowledge unaccompanied with 
obedience, it would be ufelefs ; for ** if ye know thefe 
** things, happy are ye if ye do them j" yea it would 
be even injurious, by enhancing our fin and aggra*^ 
vating our condemnation j for '' to him that knowetb 
** to do good and doth it not, to him it is fin.'* '* And 
^ that fervant which knew his Lord's will,, and pre- 
^* pared not himfelf, neither did according to his will, 
** ihall be beaten with many ftripes. For unto whom- 
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** foever much is given, of him fhall be much requir- 
** ed ; and to whom men have committed much, of 
** him will they alk the more/' 

To be a Chriftian then you miift ad, and live, and 
aft and live as God would have you ; you muft do the 
will of our Father which is in heaven. By two things 
you may knot^ whether your obedience be fuch as 
"Will clafs you in the number of our Lord*s difciples^ 
For, firft, their obedience is affectionate, arifing 
from a defire to pleafe and glorify God. Hence the 
declaration of our Saviour^ ^ I call you not fervants^ 
•' but friends.** This was not to rel^afe them from 
an obligation to obedience, but to purify and elevate 
the principle of it. And his own language is in a fub- 
ordinate degree the expeiietice of all his followers ; 
*' I delight to do thy will, O God, yea thy law is with- 
in my heart :" '' My meat is to do the will of Him 
•* that fent me, and to ifinifli his work." ' This is eve- 
ry thing in the view of God ; he would have us in 
his fervice to be liberal and generous ; he upholds 
us by *' his free Spirit.*' He values not the forced 
fubmiffion of the flave ; he difdains thofe aftions in 
the performance of which the will revolts. His de- 
mand is, " My fon, give me thy heart ;** and when 
this is given nothing elfe can he withhold ; then the 
eyes are open to fee, the ears to hear, the lips to praife, 
the hands to communicate. And the man " prefents 
*' his body a living facrificej holy and acceptable to 
** God, which is his reafonable fervice.** 

For, Secondly, their obedience is impartial. I 
fpeak here of their aim and their difpofition. With 
regard to thefe they have no referve, no objeftions. 
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ho exceptions. Their concern extends to every thing 
tvhether . great or. little, whether eafy or difficult, 
whether pleafing or repulfive ; they efteem all his 
commandments concerning all things to be right, and 
ihey hate every falfe way. The neceflity of this will 
readily appear. " For whofoever fhall keep the 
^' whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
^* of all.'* The reafoning by \i^hich this is eftabliflied 
is folid ; for if a man voluntarily tranfgrefs one of the 
commands of God, why does he obferve the reft ? 
Not from a princigle of obedience ; for this would 
lead him io obferve the command he tranfgreffes, as 
well as tliofe he obferves, feeing they iffue from the 
fame authority, and are enforced by the fame motives ; 
*^ for ne that faid, Do not commit adultery, faid alfo, 
** Do not kill : now if thou commit no adultery, yet 
** if thou kill, thou art become a tranfgreffor of the 
law.** He therefore obeys becaufe the injundion 
liappens to fall in with his humour, or reputation, or 
advantage. But If doing what we like, and refufing 
what \Ve do not like, be obedience, it is obedience to 
our own will, and not to the will of God ; and by 
fuch a fubmiflion we- defpife God in reality, while we 
profefs to ferve him ; we exclude his authority, and 
eftablifli our own pleafure as the gpverning principle 
of our lives. This therefore annihilates the fyftem of 
compoilrion, and all endeavours to balance virtues a- 
gainft vices, and to atone for the indulgence of fm.by 
the performance of duty ; for unlef* you regard the will 
of God univerfally, whatever you do, fprings not 
from a principle of ^'eKgi^^ V>ut from feme oihfer 
iburce j for if you perfo^xw \ ^n^ Qii^ dut^ becaufe 
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God had commanded it, you would moft certainly 
praftife every other for the fame reafon ; and if you 
avoided any one fin becaufe God had forbidden it, 
you would unqueftionably forfake every other on the 
fame ground. It is in. vain for you therefore to .plead 
that you avoid that which is evil, unlefs you cleave to 
that which is good. It is in vain for you to vifit the 
fetherlefs and widows in their afflicUoUyif you. do not 
keep yourfelves unfpotted from the wx)rl(^. "It; is in 
V2un for you to be faithful to your engageinents with 
your fellow creatures, if you are'ft rangers to devotion ; 
this is to be moral without piety ; -or to jpray and hear 
the word of God, and no't provide things hbriefit in 
the fight of all men j this is to be pious without mor- 
ality. It is in vain for "you to affembie together ia 
public, if you never enter your clofets j or to be faints 
in the houfe of God, if you are demons in yoiir owa. 
It is in vaiii'for you to liften to the Gofpel, ,whiie it 
teaches you doftrines of acknowledged importance, 
if you do not learn by it to deny all ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, and to live foberly, rightepufly, and 
godly in the prefent world. In all^thefe inftances in 
which you appear to conform to the will of God, there 
is not one aft of true obedience ; for true obedience 
confults the will of God, and this enjoins an atten- 
tion to the things you negleft, as much as . to thofe 
which from other confiderations you regai*d. And 
thus having defcribed the charafter of his difciples, let 
us, 

IL Survey their Privilege. Our Saviour con« 
iiders them as his relations ; regards them as his kin- 



I 



I « 

I 
I 



ServxxivI] The family of our Lord. 467 

dred ;' thfey form mie family with himfelf. " HJ.e • 

'^flretched forth his hand toward his difciples . and . 

**faid. Behold my mother and my brethren ! for 

« whofo^ver fhall do the will of my Father which is. 

** in heaven, the fame is my brother, and sister? 

"and" mother/* As fuch I,view them, asfuch.I. 

will behave towards them j tljby fhall enjoy every ad- 

vanta'ge which can flow from connexions fo intimate. 

For our Lord does not fpeak.cel*emonioufly ; his words 

are trne^ arid faithful. Let us fee what we can find to 

embody the meaning of his exprelfions. 

As fobn as we hear hira claiming^his difciples as his 

kindred, we look, Firft, for family-likenefs, and we 

have it. ' " Whom he did foreknow, them he klfo * 
did predeftinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firft-born among many 

" brethftn.** " The firft man is of the earth, earthy ; 

'* the'fecond man is the Lord from heaven. As h 
the earthy, fuch are they alfo that are earthy ; and 

** as is tlie heavenly, fuch are they alfo that are heav- 
enly. And as we have borne the image of the ear- 
thy, we /hall alfo bear the image of the heavenly.** 
The reftmblance indeed is not complete in this world^ 
but it is real ; it is fufficient to fhew that they have, a 
common 6rigiri. One' end governs them ; their in- 
clmatioiis harmonize ; 'the mind which was in him is 
alf6 in them ; arid as he was, fo are they alfo in tho. 
world m^k- and lowly , tendeT aiid compaffionate, pa- 
tient andibi^mng, aftive and zealous. ' Arid the like-^ 
fi^s is' inceffa^^^^^ more and 

mor^viffea'^y^"' beholding' as in a glafs the glory .of 
^^thfeE^rdi^ they are changed into the fame image 
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'* from glory to glory,, ev^n as by the Spirit of thi? 
".Lord," And by and by it will be perfed and en- 
tire, lacking nothing. ** When he Ihall appear we 
** ihall be like him, for we fhall fep him as he is/' 
The likenefs will be extended to the whole man ; 
he fhall change this . vile body, that it may be falhr 
ioned like unto his^ glprious body^ according to the 
mighty working whereby he is able even to fubdue 
all things unto himfelf." 
By claiming them as his kindred^ he. Secondly, con- . 
fers honour upon them. It is always glorious to be-, 
long to perfons of illuftrious endowments, and who are 
the admiration of the age. ft is in our favour to have 
Vi known that we are in the number of their friends 
and are prized by them ; it (hew? their opinion of us,,, 
and it is fuppofed that their eftcem will not be wafted 
upon worthleffnefs. Their, own conneftions^ have the 
greateft opportunities of improvement by them j and 
<:^ten gratuitoufly obtain credit for qualities which 
they peyer / poflefs. . By relative union we feeh> to 
have a right to appropriate fome of their talents and 
virtues ; fogie of their luftre is unavoidably refleded 
upon thpfe. who ftand near thefe poliihed bodies. Per- 
fons hav^ hefen anxious to go ev^ far back, to* claipai 
relation to fome exthiordmry charafters. How woujd. 
fome of you feel to be ackjiowledged as the. kindred 
of the Kjug who is called the fountain of. honour ? 
This was the glory of Jaix^es and Jofes. and Simeon 
and Judas, who were the brethren of our Lord. This 
was the honour vouchfafedrto^ iMary his mother, ajid 
for which all generations ftall call her, bleflfed. Think 
of being the mpther of One, who was the injage of 
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the, invifible God^ the firft-bo<a /©I every cneahiBe^ 
whom the winds and feas obeyed, whom all the an- 
gels in heaven are commanded to worfhip, the deliv- 
€rerofmillioB« from ttied^raceof fin and'the-wrsttli* 
to come. No • wonder a certain* woman w'hile hearing 
hi'm, unable to fiipprefs her eniotions^ **• lifted up her 
** voice and faid unto him, Bleffed' h the womb 
*^ that bare thee and the paps which thou haft] fuck>^ 
ed, •' ** But he faid, ye a radier^ bleffed' are theiy 
that hear the word of God and keep it.*' Bbes* he 
theft defign to excludie his own rel^ons frcm lj)irit- 
ual affinity with him ? Or does he difcountenanco nat- 
ural affe6lion and^ duty ?• Far from it ; but he would 
intimate that we need not envy Mary; we ourfelvesr 
may become his kindred in a nobler fenfe ; ** Such 
*^ honour have a^lthe faints;*' " Behold ray mother 
"«nd mylbrethren ! forwhofoever fliall do the will 
** of my Father- which is in^ heaven, thfe fame is my 
**- brother, and fiftter, and mother/* 

Thirdly, If they are his relations, he will love them. 
What would you think of a man who had no regard for 
a BROTHER,a SISTER ? Where ihould we think of look- 
ing for aff^on^ if not among thofe who are attached' 
by ties of nature, by habits of early intercourfe, by 
mutual participations of every youthful enj oyment, by 
the reciprocal performance of a thoufand tender and 
endearing offices ! But conceive of whateverisattraftive 
and binding in the fond imageof a mother" ; one, who 
after namelefs pains and pcfrils gave thee birth, nurfed 
thee on her knees, fed thee at her bread, and through 
fleeplefs nights and anxious diys watched over th 
tender progrcfs; Bring before your mind a man 
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gemus and feAfibility, viewing the pifture of a mother, * 

«* Faithful remembrancer of one fo dear," 

recalling maternal ftniles, aad the drefs in which with 
bleffinga flie difiniffed ,him to fchool, forgetting a thou* 
landotherthings,but remembering her "lughtly vifits/* * 
her "morningbotrnties/'her^conftaixtflowiof love that 
• " knew no fall !" But no mother was ever fo dear tp an 
admiring childj as his difciples are to the Saviour. Eve- 
ry thing is defeftive in holding forth his love ; never 
was love fo tender, never was love fo tried j it> w'^ 
ftronger than death y it paffeth knowledge*. S^ it 
when he was upon earth. His little family with which 
he was furrounded, was a fair fpecimen of his pei^^le 
in all s^es^- How kindly he bore with their infirpai- 
ties! with what gentlenefs he reproved them ! with 
what eagerness he encouraged them ! with, whs^ free- 
dom, he unbofomed himfelf to them! ^ Jn^xid. loving"- 
" his own who were in the world, he loved them un- 
" to the endj** and gave proof of it by i^afliing their 
feetj and then dying for them, by which he proclain]-. 
cd, that he confidered nothing- top low for him tp d0„ 
nothing too pamful for him to fuffer for their fakes, r ; 
Fourthly, Since he declares them to be his rela-- 
tlons, he will provide for them. ", If any provide noi 
" for his own, and efpecially for thofe of his own 
" houfe, he. hath denied the faith, and is worie than 
•^ an infidel.'* . And will he incur a reproach which 
he fo feverely condemns ? It was well for the patriarch 
and his fons, in the famine which raged.all over the 
country, that tl^ey had pne.f9 nearly allied, ta^them^^ 
itho reigned over the land of Egypt, and had the- 
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copimand of Its refources. " Then fent Jofeph and 
*f called his father J^cob to hipi and all his kindred, 
*^ three fcore and fifteen fouls/* and the land of G07 
ihen yielded them fupplies, Chriftians, you have a 
relation who is Lord of ^l ; "the earth is his, and 
** the fuUnefs , thereof." See thofe who rife in the 
ft ate V th^y foon draw their eonneftions after th^iii. 
And many evils . may arife from this among nien» 
Sinecures may be. multiplied, places may be formed 
in order to be filled, and the ftate may be burdened 
to nxaintain the^ , friends of thofe who are in power, 
ivhile offices , may be difpofed of not 'according to 
cj\iiall'fic?itic)n,,but affinity. But Jefus Chrift injures 
nqnefcy the elevation of his kindred y and he prepares 
them all for the flations they occupy. And furely if 
they are not all exalted^ he will fuffer none of them to 
famifh. , " O fpar the Lord, ye b^s faints ; for tber^.is 
^' no want to tbem that fear him. The lions, dp -lack 
and. fuffer hungei;, but tfiey that feek the Lord fliall 
not want any good thing." You may rejoice in^U 
the glory and empire to which he is advanced ; you 
are interefted in.it : it is for yxju, " He is made head 

» \ * 

" over all things unto his body, the Church./' .'f- He 
has power given him over all flelh, that he fliould 
*' give eternal life to as many as the J'^ther hajh given 
^^ him.'' And not fatisfied with his oWjU perfp^al dig- 
nity,, he ^yiflies his friends to fit. with him uponWjs 
throi>^ ; :and this is his language, ; *' Fsuth^^ I will that 
"' thofe/whichr thpu haft given raiSj^rbe ;wi|lpi; me where \ 
am|, to beb9l4 ^y glory. •' f f 4*id fthie: glory whiph 
thpu ^avjejl me I have given them ; fhat they may 
^^ be pne|,eveaas we ^re one.'',:: ; .jj^. . * / . 
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Again ; fmce he regards them as his brethren, his 
fifters, his mother, he will 'keep up an imercourfe 
with them. He will correlpond with them by means 
of his word, and many a precious epiftle will they re- 
ceive<frora him, unfolding the fentiments of his heart, 
and telHng them where he now is, and what he is pre- 
paiingfor them. He will alfo come to fee them ; he 
will: peculiarly vifit them in trouble ; he is a " Friend 
^^ bem for adverfity.'* *** And better is a neighbour 
^« that is near, than a brother that is far off.*^ " When 
"thou paffeft through the \vaters I will be with thee^ 
'* and Arough the floods they fhall not overflow thee : 
" when thou pafleft through thfe fire thbu flialt not be 
** burned, neither flnll the flames kindle upon thee."** 

For, 

Filially, he will defend them. When Mofes went 
forth arid *' faw one of his brethren fuffer wrong, he 
^ defended him, and avenged him that was opprefled, 
^ and fmote the Egyptian.*' We fee how Efliher ex- 
erted herfelf to prefen^e from the malice of Hanian 
her niition and her uncle's houfe \ " How can I endure 
** to fee thfe deftrudtion of my kindred/* And will 
the Saviour be an unconcerned fpeftator of the dan- 
gers of his people ? Let therr enemies beware ; in. op- 
pl^fing them they^perfecute him ; he that toucheth 
them, toucheth the apple of his eye. No weapon 
formed againft them ffiall profper. Their Redeemer 
is mighty j aihd be will plead their taufe. ^* Happy art 
^ thou, O Ifrael : 'who is like urito thee, O people 
*^ faved by the' Lord, the fliield of thy help, atid who 
^ id the fword of thirie ex<i:elleh(cy \ and thitie erieiiiies 
" fhall be found liars unto thee, and thou flialt tread 
" upon their high places." 
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• * 

iFrbtnthfe! explanation of the words which has been 
igiveHj'^'we' derive four interefting refleftions ; with 
which' we fliali conclude. 

The Firft leads us to admire the grace and conde- 
fcenfibn of our liord Jefus Chrift. When we look 
into the world, we find thdfeof rank and confequence 
detachihg themfelves as tnuch as poffible from thofe 
below them j they are afliamed to be too familiar with 
their inferiors, though the inferiority confifts in things 
which poflefs very little, if any, real and intrinfical 
excellency. Why ihould a man think me ' beneath 
him, becaufe he has a greater abundance of " thick 

clay ?•' Is wealth dignity ? ^« Silver and gold have 

I none,** fays Peter ; fo then' a man may be an in- 
fpired apoftle and able to work miracles, and be poor. 
" Foxes haVe holes, and the birds of the air have 
^ nefts, whilfe the Son of man hath not where to lay 
^* his head," fays our Saviour ; a perfon therefore 
may be the brightnefs of the Father's glory, aiid the 
exprefs image of his perfon ; and be deftitute of worfd- 
' ly pofTeflions. Why fhould a man fwfell as he pafTes 
by -me, becaufe he wears a title ? 

*' lagmies are pigmies (lill, though perched on Alps ! 
•• And pyramids are pyramids in vales." 

Take a prince ; he has only five fenfes, he is mad[e 
of 4uft, and is returning to it again, and. in that veiy 
day. his thoughts perifh. See thofe who fpringipg 
from pbfcurity have foared high in worldly fuccefs ; 
how unwilling -are they to be found in company with 
their kmdr^ w|io remain in indigence! how eager 
are they to conceal the relation ! But here is a fubjeft 
of wonder, which may well lead us to exclaim, " Lord, 
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" what is inan that thou art mindful of him, ox the 
" fon.of man that thou yifiteft . him ?" ' SeeJiiiu that 
has all power in heaven and in , ear^th, , the JCing of 
kings and Lord of lords, ftooping from his glorious 
majefty, looking to him that is pogrj, fea^ching for his 
eonneftions who dwell in houfes of flay;,.and defirous 
of publifliingj:he relation. See /him " ftretching 
*' forth his hand toward his difciples,". and- faying, 
" Behold my mother and my brethren 1 For whofo- 
" ever fhall do the will of my Father which is in heav- 
" en^ the fame is my brother, and filler, and mother/* 
The Second remark leads us to contemplate the in« 
demnities and advantages of religion. It. is readily 
acknowledged, that in following the Soil of God we 
muft deny ourfelve^ and ^ake up our crofs ; a fuccef- 
fion of painful fervi.ces will be required of us j"^ vari- 
ous facrifices are indifpenfeble. But " verily there is 
" a reward for th^ righteous." ." Godlinefs is prof- 
'• itable unto all things, having promife of the life that 
^*:npw isi and of : thaf. which is to come." " Then 
Peter faid^ Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. 
And He faid untp them, Verily I fay unto, you, 
" there is no pian that hath left houfe, or parents, or 
*' brethren, or wifp, or children, ,fbr, the kingdom of 
f ' God's fake» who fhall not receive manifold more in 
^^'this pjrefent time,, and 'in the world to c6me life ev- 
^'^rlafling.*? " It is no eafy thing to purfue the will of 
^.odtnfle^ly to the end ; the perfolmance of it in 
maiiy cafes will, deprive us' of friends, Create us ene- 
mies, and' draw ujpbn us reproach. But it 'will never 
fuffer us to repent of our engagen^efrit ; it requires of 
us nothing mean ; it withhold^ ff-Otti lis nothing glpii- 
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oils. ' Is aivme audiencfe a privilege ? This is conneft- * 
ed with' obedience. *' Gbd hear^th not finners ; but 
*^ if a man be a worfhipper of God aiid doth his will, 
*' him he heareth/* Is an affurance of innhortality a' 
privilege ? This is connefted with obedience. ** The' 
*' world paffeth away arid the lufts thereof, but he 
*' that doeth the ivill of God abideth for ever.'* Is ^ 
union with the family of Jefus Chrift a privilege ? 
This is cohnefted with obedience. " .Behold' my 
** mother and my brethren ! For whofoever (hall do ' 
** the will of my Father which is in heaven, the fame is 
" my brother, and fiftet", and mother."^ 

The Third remark leads us to ,obferve the! holiriefs ' 
of the GofpeL Of this we are perpetually reminded. 
It is infured by its promifes as well as by its cQmtn^nds, 
by its privileges as well as by its duties. Its bleffings 
however free, are only, to be . enjoyed in a courfe of 
obedience. , Thefamilyof Jefus is like heaven ; "the 
unrighteous" ^re excluded. "This is the law of 
the houfe ; upon the top pf the mountain the whole 
" limit thereof round abput . fhall be moft holy. Be- 
" hold this is the law of the hoiife.'* When he was 
upon earth he did not feek to eftablifh an indifcrimi- 
nate empii-e, or to draw a Jferge heterogeneoti^ ihafs 
after him ; his fan was in his hand ; by the applica- 
tion of vkHoustdfts he fele£tfed thofe '«rho followed 
him from principle and inclination, and drove back the 
cowardly, the mercenary, the falfe-hearted. What ! 
can the brethren of Jefiis Chritt be earthly, fenfual, '^ 
derilifh ? " He tW is joined to the Lord is of one fpir- • 
" it.** And "if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, • * 
^' he i$ none of his.'* • Attd therefor^^ they who dif- 
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chai'ge you from obedience, and promife you fecuri- 
ty, belie every word of the Bible, and oppofe the very 
deiign of religion, which is by fan£Hfication to aflimi- 
late man to the image of God. If therefore you val- 
ue the conneftion, and are defirous of entering this 
family, remember there is only one way of accefs to 
it. Do not imagine you can elude the determination 
of our Saviour, and enjoy the privilege without the 
charader of his difciples. But if this be the only way 
of admifSon, it (lands open to all. Did your alliance 
depend >upon genius, literature, affluence, or . office, 
many of you mull defpair. But his family is not of 
this world. From the hope of the Gofpel none are 
excluded, but thofe who wickedly exclude themfelves. 
•* Therefore as He who hath called you is holy, fo be 
**ye holy in all manner ofconverfation :" and pray 
with David, " Teach me to do thy will, for thou art 
** my Gqd ; thy Spirit is good ; lead me into the 
** land of uprightnefs," and then you may be aflured 
of ypur inclufion, whatever be your talents, whatever 
be your circumftances. " For whosoever fhall do 
*' the will of my Father which is in heaven, the fame 
^* is my brother, and fifter, and mother." 

The Fourth refledion leads us , to enforce upon 
Chrillians the duty derived from their alliance. Re- 
member that you are " no more ftrangers and for- 
;eigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, and of 
THE HOUSEHOLD OF GoD.*' Walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith you are called. Demean yourfelves 
as the relations of the Lord of life and glory. Let 
brotherly love continue. Let there be no ftrife be- 
tween you and your fellow Chriftians, for you are 
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brethren, Do not «i\yy the world, it is a reproach 
to your family i you are pl^icied iv^ a higher or4er than 
they ; you }iav^ better, titles, honours, riches, pleatf- , 
ure$.; Rejoice a|[id glory in. the JCon^eflJon ; linger a 
fenfe of your . imworthinefs, let the thought of it re- , 
viveyou; undej:^ the. reproach of the world, l^t : the. 
thought of it animate you J let them vilify, let them: 
caft put your name as evil, j He is yours, and you are; r 
his, and you are pr^ecious in his fight And, finally, : 
let it reconcile you to death, jcheriftv the pleafmg, the 
familiar notion' of it which the words of your Lewd 
fupply. It is only going home, ai^d. Home 

• <• . ' . t • • • • •- ■ J . 

"Is th^ loy'd retreat of peace and plenty ; > 
•^ Where ftippbrting and fuppbrted, • ' ' 
** Poliihed friends and dear relations 
•* Meet and mingle into biifs.'* 

Such is an earthly refidence. What is heaven ? What 
will our Father's houfe be, where all the dear mem- 
bers of the family will be affembled together ? Why 
do you wifli to be detained from home ? How unnat- 
ural to long to be always ftrangers and pilgrims upon 
earth ! How unaccountable is the averfion you exprefs 
to a meffenger, which comes only ** to gather you 
V unto your own people !" If perfons loved not to 
travel, furely one thing would reconcile them to it, 
the profpeft of home ; efpecially if their deareft 
friend was gone before, and had promifed to be there 
to receive him. And if the thought of leaving fome 
few behind pained them, they would be relieved Irom 
much of the diftrefs, if they knew that thefe friends 
would foon, very foon follow, and that probably |bey 
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may pafs upon the road the vehicle deftined to bring 
them. C&iftiisms ! ^hat you ha^e found moft like 
home below has been the Tanftuary. There ybu held 
commumcHi with your heavenly Father, and embra- 
ced your friends and companions in his prelence, and 
for *' their fakes** you faid, " Peace be within thee.'* 
There you longed to appear, and you Foimd it good 
to be^here. • Biit as the blefledtiefs Was impetfeft, fa 
it was- tranfient.: You blended with few, and foon 
feparated to mix with others very differehtly minded. 
But when you afc^nd arid ^nter your Father*^ houfe 
above, you will never more go out ; lyoii will joini the^ 
general affembly, and " be for . ever with the Lord.'* 
•* Wherefore comfort one another with thefe words*'* 
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